
Jackie Robinson, who 
·earned a place in history 
by breaking major -
league baseball's color 
barrier in 1947 and as­
cending to the Hall of 
Fame in 1962 came to 
the end of his personal 
history October 24, 1972 
apparently from the re­
sults of a heart disease. 

Robinson was strick­
en early Tuesday morn­
ing at his New York 
home and was admmis­
tered to by police sum­
moned by his wife. He 
was then rushed to 
Stamford Hospital but 
was dead on arrival. He 
was 53. 

Robinson was able to 
prove his versatility off 
.the field as well as on. 
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A Tribute Jo Jackie Robinson 

Jackie raps with Children about drug abuse. 

After he retired from 
baseball he accepted an 
executive position with 
Chock Full O'Nuts, One 
of New York City's lar­
gest chain restaurants. 
He later resigned from 
the $50,000 per year po­
sition because of the 
company's failure to 

. hire Blacks to manager­
ial positions. 

His involvements in-

eluded civil rights, fi­
nance as he was named 
board chairman of 
Freedom National Bank 
of Harlem, and business 
where he ran the J & R 
Construction Comvany 
in Englewood, N.J. 

Robinson's achieve­
ments often carne in the 
face of physical impedi­
ments and lonliness that 
accompanies a man who 

will speak his mind on 
iSsues · avoided by ot­
hers. 

In addition to being a 
diabetic, Robinson com­
pletely lost the vision 
in his right eye and had 
impaired vision in the 
left which laser beam 
treatments improved to 
20-30. Robinson also 
suffered a stroke in 
1968. 

Robinson worked on a 
book with journalist AI 
Duckett, "I Never Had 
It Made", with thetitle 
·painting a symbolic pic­
ture of the Jackie Rob­
inson story. In the book 
Robinson says, "I have 
believed in one irrefut­
able fact in my life. I 
was a Black man in a 
white world ••• I never 
had it made." 
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