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The Cultural Event Of The Summer

Soul Fest 2004 This Weekend At Franklin High School

Soul Festival 2004 again this
year promises to be the most
exciting yet. With a host of food
«booths cooking up down home
favorites, arts and crafts, carnival

rides, entertainment, gospel music,
and much more, Soul Fest 2004 is
definitely the can’t miss event of the
summer.

The Festival, the largest event

A  beautiful rainbow of
competitors livened up the Oneness
Christian Center last Sunday
pvening for the first Soul Fest
Gospel Idol competition. Each
competitor brought their own
nique style of gospel singing and
Eospel rap. The competition open to
anyone 18 year-of-age and older,
was broadcast live on 1420 AM
KRIZ, 1560 AM KYIZ and 1620
AM KZIZ. .

Each singer/rapper had to
perform acapella for two minutes, as
they competed for first, second and
third prizes of $500, $300 and $200
respectively.

For almost two hours the
irways were alive with the vocal
styling of Josephine Carson, Karen
[Anthony, Fuhyada Rogers,
Sharonda Shaw, Christine Callas,
Angel Han, Reginal Lucas, Terry
Lewis, Constance Washington,
Herbert Mosley, Naomi Boggan,
[Vanessa Ament, Trolice Flavors,
Theodocia Latham and Lorrianann
Doria. In addition to the
competitors, The Total Experience
Gospel Choir rocked the house.
The distinct panel of judges
included: Rev. Frank Byrdwell of

ount Zion Baptist Church; Bro.
@il Holm of Edmonds Unitarian

Church. All judges were well

Vanessa Ament (left), winner of the first Soul Fest Gospel Idol
competition, celebrates with second place winner Sharonda
|1 Shaw (center), and third place winner Herbert Mosley.
PhotolJessica Howard.

Church; Elder Joe Bowman of New,
Covenant Pentecostal Church of]
Tacoma; Bro. Edward “Sonny”|
Byers of Greatsr Mt. Baker Baptist
Church and Bro. Lou Magor of]
Wallingford United Methodist

qualified and had a tremendous task

assigned to them. They were able tof
pool their collective musical
resources and the top three
competitors emerged.

The first place winner was
Vanessa Ament; second place
winner was Sharonda Shaw and|
third place winner was Herbert
Mosley. Both Vanessa Ament and
Herbert Mosley will perform this
Sunday afternoon at the Soul Fest
2004 Gospel Extravaganza which
will be held at Franklin High School
Playfield. They are scheduled to
appear at 5 pm. Sharonda Shaw will
not be singing due to her very tight
schedule. as she is one of the
competitors for the 2004 SeaFair
title.

A big “thank you” is in order to
Mr. Chris H. Bennett and the staff of
The Seattle Medium Newspaper and|
KRIZ, KZIZ and KYIZ radio
stations for sponsoring the event,
See you all at Soul Fest 2004.

Biking In The Sun...

Setle

Congratulations to these cheerful bikers from the Seattle
area, who were among the 8,000 bikers that rode in the Seatle
to Portland 25th Annual Bicycle Classic. From left to right,
Raymond Kirby, Randle Montgomery, Gloria Bennett and
Noel Montgomery. All four bikers finished the grueling 206
mile event in two days. Staff Photo/Chris H. Bennett

held in Seattle’s African American
community, will take place this
weekend, July 23 — 25, at the
Franklin High School Playfield on
the corner of Rainier Ave. S. and
Martin Luther King, Jr. Way South.

During the threg-day festival,
area residents experience the best of
soul food, arts, cultural activities,
hip-hop, soul, drama acts and gospel
groups.

The .annual Gen. John
Stanford/Martin Luther King, Jr.
Unity Parade will take place this
Saturday, July 24 at 12 noon. The
co-grand marshalls for this year’s
parade are Seattle/King County
NAACP president Carl Mack and
Henry Beauchamp, CEO of OIC of
Washington (operators of The Leon
Sullivan Health Care Center at
Branch Villa).

Both of these men have gone
over and above the call of duty when
it comes to our community,” said
Chris H. Bennett, chairman of the
Seattle Medium Newspaper Group
and the Z-Twins radio stations,
commenting on the selection of
Mack and Beauchamp as co-grand
marshals. “Beauchamp reached

across the mountains to help save an
community,

institution in our

Branch Villa, and under Mack’s
leadership the NAACP is one of the
most active and effective branches
in the country.”

The parade also features an
electrifying line-up of drill teams in
the area, local businesses,
community service organizations,
and dignitaries from the Greater
Seattle area.

“It’s always good to see the
young men and women on the drill
teams perform, but they always
seem to give a little extra when they
perform in front of their family and
friends at the Soul Fest Parade,” said
Seattle Medium co-publisher/editor
Chris B. Bennett. “They definitely
bring their A-game and really set the
tone for all of the other parade
participants.”

This year the Soul Fest
Committee has lined up many local
and national acts on Friday,

/

Saturday, and Sunday with a wide

‘variety of live bands, funk, Rhythm

and Blues, and Hip Hop acts to
choose from. Including Rebel Soul
Records recording artist Martin
Luther of The Roots and Sounz Li’c
Hitz recording artist Dirti Byrd.
Sunday’s Gospel Extravaganza
(Cont’d. On Page 2)

J. D. Mason And Independent
Truckers Association Bring
Carnival Rides To Soul Fest
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Shown above are: J. D. Mason (center), president of Independent]
Truckers Association (ITA); M. T. Phillip, president of AM&I,

Inc., two of his drivers John Jones and Jason Mortel; and Walter]
eauchamp (rear). Not shown are drivers Timothy McMillonI

nd Dennis Corprue. See Related Story Page 2.

Jackson Street

23rd Avenue

Sigma Fraternity,

Team, Sigma Beta Club, Beta

“Tabernacle

Missionary
Baptist
Church

Henry Béhﬁchaiﬁp ?‘x,\
CEO, OIC of Washington

9 ;éfllso» Featuring:

The Electronettes Drill Team,, The Babynettes Drill Team, Miss Dangerettes
Drill Team, The Baby Dangerettes Drill Team, Greenwood Star Steppers Drill
ose Petals,, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Phi Beta
The CD Panthers Jr. Football Team and Cheerleaders
Emerald Rose Yacht Club, T.T.Minor Elementary Marching Band, BLEAW,
Shriners Ben: Hassan Court #45 Drill Team, The Orginal Seattle Steppers,
Dirti Byrd, 1420 KRIZ/1560»F(ZIZ/1620 KYIZ Radio (Passing out CD’s,
Tapes, and Posters), and many, inany more. ,

Carl Mack
President, Seattle/King County NAACP

Special Thanks To
Kirkland Chrysler Jeep

~ The Official Car Dealership Of Soul Fest 2
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Demonstrators Make Their V01ces

By James Coley
The Seattle Medium
As the National Governor’s

Association conference held in,

Seattle carried over into Monday,
demonstrators continued to make
their voices heard both locally and
nationally.

“We’re not going anywhere,”
one demonstrator stated over the
“We’re staying right:

megaphone.
here:

The demonstration was held
outside of the Westin Hotel, where

the conference was being held. The
protesters wanted to address such

issues as disproportionate
incarceration rates among African-
Americans, harmful funding cuts to

basic community health services, and .-

continually rising unemployment
rates in communities of color.

“We recognize and support the
causes and concerns of other
communities but when we have a
disproportionate number of African-
Americans incarcerated due in part
to lack of opportunities, the issues
we are addressing relate directly to
the African-American community,”

stated Eddie Rye Jr., 15! Vice
President of the Pacific Northwest
Chapter of the National Bl.a_ck
Chamber of Commerce.

Rye went on to tell the. crowd
that, while African-Americans make
up only 1.4% of Washington State’s
population, they make up 40% of the
state’s prison population. “We’re
even putting people in jail for very
minor, non-violent

people don’t have the money to fight
it.  Unfortunately, justice in the .

United States costs money,” he

added.

Charles Wilson,
CDC Programs at People of Color
Against AIDS Network (POCAAN),
spoke to reporters about crucial
government funding that had been
cut from his organization.

“One of the focuses of the
protest today is to get the governors

focused on the problem of AIDS
both locally and internationally. We
recognize that funding is limited to

. organizations,

. ‘the

crimes just’
because the system can do it; and

Director -of

[THE SEATTLE MEDIUM (ISSN 746- 5394) is published weekly on
Wednesday for $34.00 per year by Tiloben Publishing Companv, Inc., 2600
South Jackson Street, Seattle, WA 98144, .Periodicals“pesiage paid atf &7+

11-year-old Delshawn Staten

Chamber of Commerce and

(left) gets an early lesson in

“advocacy as he helps hold up a protest sign outside the National
Governor’s ‘Association conference on Monday in downtown
Seattle. Also pictured are Eddie Rye, Jr. (center) of the Black

Pastor Pat Wright (right) of

Oneness Christian Center. Photo/Flyright Productions.

the availability of funds, but if we go
away, who will be left to take on the
problem in our cotamunity?” said

"Wilson. _ _
Wilson also voiced-concern over

Federal funding cuts to many local,
community-based health
: and the negative
impact that these cuts are having on
communities  that these
orgamzatlons are attemptmg
Serve,

Personally, 1 would llke to see
the governors recognize the need to

.advocate for continued funding of

increased funding, primarily Fedgral

he

current programs, to advocate jfor
fundmg, of prog‘m,ms across{

country. I would like to see them put |

emphasis on geting money " to
community-based organizations that
have shown greater success in
reaching communities of color and
target populations that are impacted
by this disease (AIDS).”

~ Protesters also held signs that
read, “Jobs not Jails for Blacks” and
“Discrimination is Illegal. Where
are all the Black Workers?” while
Rye gave vonc= to the troubling
unemployment vate among African

sSéattle; WA. POSTMAS' TR :Seﬁd“audms'$ ct;angm ton T HE SEAT’I“LE i
MEDIUM, 2600 South Jackson.Street, Seaalo,»wm&ﬁ 4 )

Joan Owens & Chris B. Bennett, Co-Publxshers

Any reproduction of materials in whole or in part without permission is
prohibited. Copyright 2004, Tiloben Publishing Company, Inc. -

Age: 9

crafts class.

schoolwork,

future full of prom|se

BON-MOCYS

Kathryne Abad

Martin Luther Klng Jr Elementary
Favorite School Subject Kathryne loves arts and

Hobbies/Interests: She enjoys jumping rope; espe-
cially jumping Double Dutch, :
Proudest Ach|evement.,_l3'.o_|,ag well-at her

Ambition: She would like to be a veteranarian.
How She’ll Get The_lje. By getting good:grades,

Young Achievers
is a roll call of students whose abilities, dreams

and determination are leadmg the way toward a

Americans. He told the crowd that
there. were once 13 black-owned,
"architectural and engineering firms
in 1982, while today there are not
even 3. In 1984 there were 28 black-
owned trucking companies, while
today only 4 remain.

“This is ridiculous,” said Rye.
“As long as the Federal Government
mandates that our companies go
through  private, white-owned
contracting firms in order to get
business, the playing field will never
be equal.”

Rye also cited the significant
drop in the availability of jobs to
inner-city youth.

“Only a few years ago there
were at least 2000 summer jobs
targeted towards inner-youth. Now
there are 'barely 200,” he stated.
“And now another blow has been
dealt locally because a lot of our
young students would transfer from
community college right into the
University of Washington. Now they
have eliminated the automatic
transfer of students from community

college to the University,” Rye
continued.
Katie Mitchell, Program

Manager of the Infant Mortality
Prevention Program at POCAAN,
gave voice to all the issues at hand.
#1*We -can’t affordv Janysmiore. cuts.
These are basic needs. These aren’t

“frivolous things people are asking

for. There are serious holes in our
system and people are falling
through.”

The demonstrators stood outside
of the National Governor’s
Association conference, determined
to be heard.

“We’re here to let the governors
hear our voice,” Rye told reporters.
“The issues that affect the black
community of Seattle are issues that
affect the black community across
the country.”

By JOHN K. WILEY
Associated Press Writer

SPOKANE (AP) - The" JU.S.
Department of Energy is willing to halt
some shipments of radioactive waste
to the Hanford nuclear reservation if
the agency can agree with Washington
state on a schedule to settle a legal
dispute, the Energy Department said/

The state wants to ban shipments
of low-level radioactive waste fromf
other states to the former nuclear;
weapons  production  site neaﬂ

shipments violate federal law and
previous agreement.

Monday. }?

Richland. State leaders contend thj’

J. D. Mason And Independent Truckers
‘Association Bring Carnival Rides To Soul Fest

Soul Fest will get its rides.
Thanks to the efforts of J. D. Mason
and the Independence Truckers
Association. -J. D., as he is
affectionately called, got into action
Thursday after the carnival that the
Soul Fest used for the past six years
provided rides at the competition's
festival this past weekend.

The carnival had asked Soul
Festival to select another date other
than its traditional weekend. After
Soul Fest changed their date with

Soul Fest This Weekend

Continued From Front Page

at Soul Fest is set to be one of the
biggest gospel events in the city. This
year’s line-up includes groups, solos,
choirs, and others ready to show
their passion for Christ. Kicking it all
off Sunday morning will be Church
In The Park featuring Rev. Eugene
Lewis and the Emerald City Seventh
Day Adventist Church. Then
ifestival-goers will be treated to an

city approval, the carnival notified
Soul Fest that that date was not
available. ~ After months of
negotiations, Soul Fest officials
learned on last Thursday that the
carnival had decided to set up it rides
and food booths across town.
Normally, it takes five years to
schedule a carnival. Soul Fest
officials' 'may day' call went out to
the carnival industry and found a
carnival with no drivers to get the
rides to Seattle and on to Idaho. J. D.

Mason and his Independent Truckers
Association within hours were ready
and within 72 hours ITA had the
rides at Franklin High School at
MLK and Rainier.

The competition's festival across
town was headed by a well-known
African American Seattle Police
Officer who had also been assigned
to work at Soul Fest in previous
years.

afternoon full of great gospel,
including both traditional and
contemporary music, and genres in
between. Capping off Soul Fest 2004
will be the “Gospel Idol” Soloist
Competition, where contestants from
all over the greater Seattle area will
be competing for cash prizes and the
title “Soul Fest 2004 Gospel Idol.”
Soul Fest  2004’s Gospel

Extravaganza promises to be one
event not to be missed.

Soul Fest will officially begin
Friday afternoon with lots of good
entertainment, food, carnival rides,
and much, much more. With so much
planned for ‘this year’s festival,
there’s no place you’d rather be than
the Franklin High School Playfield
for all three days of Soul Fest 2004.

Morial Rejects Efforts To Divide Urban League And NAACP

By Hazel Trice Edney
NNPA Washington Correspondent

WASHINGTON (NNPA) -
National Urban League President
Marc Morial says that while he is
pleased President Bush agreed to
address his organization’s annual
convention this week, he disagrees
with Bush’s decision to skip the
NAACP convention.

“I can’t speak for the White
House. Nor can I speak for the
NAACP. But let me say this: I
certainly believe that this president
and every president should go to and
visit the NAACP meeting and visit
the Urban League meeting and
dialogue with the Congressional
Black Caucus,” Morial says. “T have
fundamental and complete respect for
the NAACP as a sister organization
of ours.’

Morial, celebrating his first year
as National Urban League president,
did not contain his glee at having
landed both Bush and Sen. John
Kerry, his Democratic opponent, as
convention speakers.

“Few Black or White

organizations get both candidates o'~

come to their meetings. That’s the
thing. "Name me  another
organization, Black or White, that got
both candidates to come to their
meeting,” he says. “For many people
who will come to our conference, this
is the only opportunity they’re going
to have to see John Kerry and George
Bush in person, in a direct appeal.”

Kerry was scheduled to speak
Thursday and Bush was set for
Friday. The Urban League speech
willbee the third for Bush; the only
coaflerence he missed as pre51dent
wap 2002.

Bush’s speech to the National
(#rban League comes on the heels of
tffajor controversy in which Bush

}  During a conference call Monday
(with U.S. District Judge Alan

MacDonald, the Energy Department

agreed it would halt the shipments,
Ttemporarily, once a court schedule is
4 -agreed upon.

;’ “*What we did was agree to work

| out a schedule for court proceedings,"
Isaid Colleen Clark, an Energy
Department spokeswoman in
Richland. “"If we can reach agreement
on what the schedule is, we will not
make any shipments during that time
period." : :

David Mears, an assistant state
attorney general handling the case,
said he hoped that a schedule

declined an invitation to speak before
the NAACP convention for the fourth
consecutive year. NAACP leaders
say Bush is the only president in
modern time to reject speaking
invitations from the nation’s oldest
civil rights organization. Even
Ronald Reagan spoke to NAACP
delegates.

Some civil rights activists worry
that by ignoring the NAACP, Bush is
playing one civil rights group against
another. As further evidence, they
point to the 40th anniversary of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 last month
at the White House. Bush publicly
acknowledged Morial’s presence in
the East Room ceremony, but did not
extend an invitation to NAACP
president and CEO Kweisi Mfume.

Morial insists that there is no
competition between the two
organizations.

“We do different work,” he says.

Morial mentioned that he spoke at the
NAACP’s convention last week and
that Mfume had been invited to speak
at the Urban League convention but
could not make it.
#The “relafiofishif> Between the
civil rights organizations is good.
Certainly, the relationships between
the leaders are good. But all of us are
not going to necessarily walk in
tactical lockstep on every issue. Nor
should we be expected to,” he says.

Morial also said he will resist
any effort to pit the National Urban
League against the NAACP.

“This is very important. That the
focus is not just, “Well, Bush came
here. He didn’t go there.” And
nobody pays attention to what Bush
and Kerry said. Just the fact that they
were there is not enough,” Morial
says. “It’s got to be ongoing
engagements and an ongoing
dialogue. You’ve got to be fully

agreement could be reached as early as
Tuesdﬂy

“It's not a maJor negotiation,"
Mears said, as it mostly involves
coordinating attorney time. ~Both
sides have committed to try and reach
an agreement."

The Energy Department's last
shipment of nuclear waste to the
Hanford site was in June, when 109
barrels of material from the Rocky
Flats nuclear site in Colorado were
sent there, Clark said.

The Energy Department contends
the shipments of low-level radioactive
waste and waste mixed with hazardous
chemicals are legal and do not violate
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Total Hair Designers

Specializing In All Hair Textures

Wednesday Special
Shampoo, Blow Dry, & Style: $35

Located In

| Seattle, WA 98144

Promenade 23 Shopping Center
2301 S. Jackson St., Sulte 207

Call (206) 720-9944
For An Appomtment Today'

l Mon Sat

Sunday:

8:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.

By Appt. Only 10:00 a.m. - 4 p.m.

engaged. I trust our people to listen
and make their judgment when they
o to the polls in November.”

Morial says he will demand
more than just thetoric from Kerry
and Bush.

“I don’t want these candidates to
come to our conventions and just
give séme pep talk. I want them to
come to our convention and talk
about jobs. I want them to talk about
their commitments to Urban
America. I want them to talk about
how they’re going to 'commit
resources,” he says.

Some political observers are not
impressed with Bush’s “decision to
address Urban League delegates.

I think it’s a token appearance. I
think it’s a slap in the face,” says
Toni-Michelle Travis, professor of
political science and director of
African-American Studies at George
Mason University in Northern
Virginia. “I think that connects with
corporate America and business and I
think the general Republican
philosophy of business and work
ethic and all that. And the Urban
leaguelifshows  that
publicly for him, whereas the
NAAGP has a differentenergy. It’s an
organization that believes very much
in pushing civil rights, civil
liberties.”

This will be the first time in 20
years that Morial, the former mayor
of New Orleans, has not been a
delegate at the Democratic National
Convention. He recognizes that he’s
in a different role as'head of a non-
partisan group.

“We will maintain and will
continue to .maintain working
relationships with both sides of the
aisle, if you will,” says Morial. “This
is an institutional commitment that I
embrace.”

DOE Might Halt Low-level Waste Shipments To Hanford

the Tri-Party Agreement, the Hanford
cleanup pact agreed to by DOE,
Washington state and the federal
Environmental Protection Agency.

Washington Gov. Gary Locke and
Attorney "General Christine Gregoire
announced Friday that they would
seek to amend a 2003 lawsuit to ban
shipments of low-level radioactive
waste to the 560-square-mile Hanford
site, which contains the nation's largest
volume of nuclear wastes from the
production of nuclear weapons
materials.

That amended lawsuit was filed
Monday, Mears said.

Last year, the state sued DOE over
shipments of ' transuranic waste:
plutonium-contaminated gloves, rags,
tools, dried sludge and other debris
from nuclear weapons-making.

Low-level wastes include such
materials as  building  rubble,
contaminated dirt, tools and clothing
that have less radiation than
transuranics. Mixed low-level wastes
contain hazardous chemicals.

Under DOE's plan, approximately
62,000 cubic meters of offsite
radioactive waste, including 20,000
cubic meters of mixed low-level waste
and 15,500 cubic meters of transuranic
waste, would be shipped to Hanford.

An earlier proposal would have
allowed as much as 219,663 cubic
meters of low-level waste and 140,435

cubic meters of mixed low-level
waste.
For 40 years, the south-central

Washington reservation made
plutonium for the nation's nuclear
weapons, beginning with the top-
secret Manhattan Project to build an
atomic bomb.

Today. it is the nation's most
contaminated nuclear site. Cleanup
costs are expected to total $50 billion
to $60 billion, with the work to be
finished by 2035.

“¢otnection” "



THE SEATTLE MEDIUM, WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2004, PAGE 3

City Council Opposes Federal Cuts To Section 8 Housing

“Section 8 is a critical tool that helps meet the housing needs of 12,000 Seattle Citizens.”

The Seattle City Council
unanimously approved = a
resolution urging Congress not to
cut funds to the federal Section 8
Housing  Choice  Voucher
Program. In April, the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD)
announced it would retroactively
cut funding to  housing
authorities across the country.

Police Seek
Driver In

Accident

RENTON (AP)- A man had
both legs amputated Sunday.
after he was struck by a van on
- an off-ramp of Interstate 405,
and state  troopers  were
searching for the van’s driver.

Byron Speer, 24, was in
critical condition at Harborview
Medical Center on Sunday
night, a nursing supervisor said.

The Washington State Patrol
said the van struck Speer, who
was fixing a flat tire along the
off-ramp of northbound
Interstate 405 at State Route
167.

Sgt. Donald Cyprain told
reporters the van blew a tire and
came to rest farther down the
road.

During questioning, the
van’s driver collapsed and was
taken to nearby Valley Medical
Center, Cyprain said. He later
left without talking to troopers.

“"We need to question him.
We need to bring closure to this
incident. So, if he’s out there I

hope he returns,”’ Cyprain saids;

One Shot To death,
Two Injured At
Suburban Seattle
After-Hours Club

(AP) - One man was
fatally shot and two were
wounded in fighting at an
after-hours = club in the
suburbs south of the city,
King  County  sheriff’s
deputies said. ‘

Deputies found a 26-year-
old Seattle man dead shortly
after 4 a.m. Saturday at a
business where goods such as
insulated windows and doors
are sold by day and that is
sometimes rented for social
gatherings at night, Detective
Rodney Chinnick said.

Two others who were
injured, a 26-year-old Seattle
man and a 28-year-old Seattle
woman, were reported in
- stable condition at

Harborview Medical Center.

Witnesses indicated about

100 people were present
when a fight began and
shooting erupted, apparently
when the man who was killed
came to the aid of a friend,
Chinnick said.
‘ No arrests
immediately reported.

SOUL
FESTIVAL
2004
July 23,
24, 25
Franklin High
School Playfield

were

The Bush Administration has
proposed an additional $1.6
billion cut to Section 8 for 2005,
which would result in an
additional loss of more than
250,000 vouchers nationwide.
“Twelve-thousand people in
our communities in Seattle alone
depend on Section 8 subsidies to
meet their month’s rent,” said

Tom
the

Councilmember
Rasmussen, sponsor of
resolution.

There are more than two
million Section 8 rent assistance
vouchers in effect nationally.
The program, the nation’s most
significant housing support to
the poor, was established in 1974
as a movement from public

housing “projects” to a system
that involved the private sector in
addressing  the
affordable housing. Recipients
pay at least 30 percent of their
income toward rent and the
program pays the balance
directly to landlords.

Rasmussen held a Council
Forum on Section 8 last week.

need for

He will be in Washington D.C.
this week, meeting with Senators
Patty Murray and Maria
Cantwell and Congressmen Jim
McDermott, Rick Larsen and Jay
Inslee about the future of Section
8. He’ll share with them Seattle’s
support for continued funding.
“Seattle has more than 1,700
homeless people on our streets

and another 3,700 in transitional
housing on any given night and
we cannot afford to lose our

housing options,” said
Rasmussen. He’s  looking
forward to working with
Washington State’s national

delegation to assure a future for
Section 8.
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EDITORIALS « COMMENTS » OPINIONS

Democratic Platform Offers Little to Blacks

By Ron Walters

Let's face it. The Democratic Party platform this year will not contain
a Black agenda. But, you say, all Americans have a stake in the issues in the
platform. That is true, but it matters - and it matters desperately - how these
issues relate with the various communities in the country.

For example, it matter little to say that Blacks, "too," want decent jobs,
education and health at a surface level of vague generalities. In order to
make this statement meaningful, it has to take into consideration the shape
of the status and concerns in each of these communities. If the communities
are ghettoized, substantially poor, foreign-born, or lacking average levels of
those public goods, the way in which they are delivered will matter vastly
from the way in which they are delivered to well-off communities. So, one
wants to see the specifics of the policy, not just the vague generalities in
which platforms are written. The platforms of both parties will mention
these issues, but not much detail comes with it.

For the details; the leadership of the Black community has traditionally
created a "Black Agenda." This year, that process has largely been abdicated
and left to progressive Black groups, such as a Black Agenda Conference
(NBAC) that was held in Boston in April and another one in Chicago in
mid-July.

These documents contain the specificity that describes the issues faced
by the Black community and the way in which the political system is asked
to address them. For example, they deal with Black poverty by referring to
the immorality of the new system that replaced welfare and call for its
restructure. They deal with the criminally unjust incarceration of 1 million
Black men and women and call for the repeal of policies such a mandatory
minimum sentences and “Three Strikes You're Out.” They reject the
corporate control of the health care system and call for a "Quality of Life"
constitutional amendment that establishes a right to health care. Similarly,
they call for a constitutional amendment on the right to vote in light of the
disfranchisements suffered by Blacks in Florida and elsewhere during the
2000 elections.

But what is the relationship between this National Black Agenda process
and the national Democratic Party. It is the unwillingness of Black
leadership to fight for such measures for fear of upsetting the possibility of
a smooth Kerry/Edwards train ride into the White House. The
Congressional Black Caucus has held two Black Leadership Summits and
the Kerry campaign has held periodic telephone conference calls. But
precious little of this input has gone into the bowels of the platform process.

One example of what I mean is that the statehood for the District of
Columbia, a predominantly Black city, was contained in the 2000 version of
the Democratic Party platform. However, when the draft of the 2004
platform was finished in Miami on the weekend of July 10, it was not there.
Another is that Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr. attempted to get the Platform
Committee to go on record supporting a Constitutional Amendment for the
right to vote and this set off a tortuous round of negotiations and debate with
the Kerry folks that controlled the drafting process, ending in some vague
compromise language. :

Finally, Dennis Kucinich delegates challenged the platform language at
the drafting session by demanding that American troops withdraw from
Iraq. After rejection of this notion and much negotiation, Kerry operatives
pressured them to accept the Kerry notion of leaving when it is appropriate.
In short, the progressive edge of the issues have been blunted for the sake
of not allowing Kerry to appear too liberal, thus making him even more
vulnerable to his opponents on this score, and for the sake of "party unity."

This year in particular, the strength of the pressure of "party unity" also
blunts issue specifics because the campaign is not so much about Kerry as
it is about getting George Bush out of the White House. Thus, there is the
sentiment, even among Black political leaders, that anything that appears to
interfere with that goal should be sacrificed.

This means at least two things. First, the Black agendas that are written
outside of the formal political process are the best picture that we can get in
this election cycle of the specific goals of the Black community. And while
they will not have official standing, they will exist as the measuring rod for
what is eventually passed by the parties. Second, the Black community must
look beyond this season for the kind of attention to their specific needs that
is presented on the national stage as a part of the formal political process
and prepare to pursue these issues in the public policy arena regardless of
who is elected.

It would be tempting to think that the hundreds of Black delegates to
the Democratic Convention would demand attention to their specific needs.
But they are a carefully chosen lot, under the discipline of the candidate and,
of course, no fools.

Ron Walters is the Distinguished Leadership Scholar, director of the
African American Leadership Institute in the Academy of Leadership and
professor of government and politics at the University of Maryland-College
Park. His latest book is “White Nationalism, Black Interests” (Wayne State
University Press).

Haiti Has Not Been Forgotten

By Bill Fletcher Jr.

When most of us do not hear about, read or see a story for more than a
few days, we either forget about it or figure that everything has been
“worked out.” We have not been hearing much about Haiti recently, but I
can assure you that things have not been "worked out."

The coup of February 29, 2004 against the duly elected government of
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide resulted in a large-scale jpurge of those
connected with the president and his party, the Famni Lavalas. Supporters
and members have been chased underground or murdered. The Bush
administration has, essentially, blockaded Haiti and refused to permit
refugees access to our shores.

Workers attempting to unionize have been crushed. Various institutions
built during the Aristide administration have been destroyed. U.S. troops,
deployed to Haiti supposedly to restore order, have done nothing to restore
genuine constitutional democracy or the real rule of law. Indeed, the
military rebels — known, in the words of Secretary of State Colin Powell,
as ‘thugs’— remain armed and effectively out of control, insisting that they
constitute the core of a reconstituted Haitian army.

Most of the nations of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) smelled
a rat as soon as the coup took place. In a display of courage that should be
forever rewarded, these Small nations stood up against the arrogant
demands of the Bush administration, which insisted that President Aristide
stay out of the Caribbean and under de facto house arrest in the Central
African Republic. Nevertheless, the Bush administration pressure has
continued and it appears that some cracks have emerged within CARICOM,
with some countries moving toward recognizing the coup-installed regime.
Current conditions make it less than likely that Haiti will be in a position to
have anything approaching legitimate elections. With a continued

atmosphere of squelching political dissent, multi-party elections might take
place, but it is improbable that they would represent the will of the Haitian
people.

In this setting, the message that emerges from the Bush administration
is that we should all “move on” from the circumstances surrounding the
coup. This is a coded term meaning, in effect, that those of us with questions
about the role of the Bush administration in the coup or the circumstances
under which President Aristide was ousted should, to borrow from FOX
Commentator Bill O’Reilly, shut up. We are asked to approve a situation
that should be repudiated, and assume that the clock cannot be turned back.
Such a course of action is unacceptable. While President Aristide, presently
living in exile in South Africa, does not seem to have taken steps to establish
a government-in-exile, the issues at stake are far beyond Aristide-the-
person, as I have said in previous columns. Democracy did not have to be
restored in February 2004 via an armed insurrection. Democracy needed to
have been shored up with international assistance through both the
elimination of the armed thugs who invaded Haiti as well as the provision
of promised assistance to President Aristide’s government. That did not
happen. Instead, the Bush administration was permitted to undermine the
sovereignty of yet another country.

In essence, then, we cannot get over or get beyond what has taken place
in Haiti. In large part this is because the effects of the events of February
2004 in Haiti continue to unfold. It is also because the motivations behind
Bush administration duplicity and destabilization in Haiti remain central to
their approach to handling other international flash points. Unless the
underlying approach is challenged and ultimately rejected, we will never be
able to get over February 29th because that will be only one day in a terrible
line of infamies.

Giving Up On Black People

By James Clingman
Blackonomics

I give up! I'm tired of having to fight against the Black back-stabbers. I give
up! I'm weary of weak-kneed, self-appointed or White establishment-appointed,
“leading Blacks.” I give up! I'm exhausted from years of toiling on positive
economic initiatives for our people, only to have some of my own brothers and
sisters fear they may offend their new masters if they support Black empowerment.
I give up! I’m drained of my substance, my drive, my enthusiasm, and my hope of
ever seeing our people break our psychological chains. I give up! I’'m wom-out,
Black people, fatigued by our slothfulness, the squandering of our resources and
talents, and the abdication of our responsibilities to our children. I give up!

Now that Bill Cosby’s words are the cynosure of our conversations these days,
I may as well jump on the bandwagon too, notwithstanding the fact that if a White
person had said what “The Cos” said, we would be having a completely different
conversation. It sounds like Bill is fed up too; he’s fed up with those Blacks of
“lower economic” status. Well, I’'m fed up with Blacks of higher economic status.
So, I guess between Cosby and me, most Black folks are covered, or should I say
“uncovered.”

While my comments won’t get the same attention as Cosby’s, allow me to vent
the same way he did. I'm tired of Black people who sell themselves and their people
to the lowest bidders. For instance, National Baptist Convention USA officials
agreed to come to Cincinnati, despite the boycott, and in exchange for their $21
million economic impact, they received a banquet, a limousine, a hotel rebate, and a
few free airline trips. Bill Cosby was the first to honor the Cincinnati boycott by
canceling his appearance here. Do we agree with him on that? Will we follow his
example?

We have two Black colleges, Bethune-Cookman and Grambling, agreeing to
come to this boycotted city, in exchange for money they could - and should - be
receiving from Black people. Of course, this so called “Black” football game has
been commandeered by corporate dollars and turned into a hammer with which to
beat oppressed Blacks over their heads. Hmmm. This sounds like a job for the
Blackonomics Million Dollar Club. We could give these two schools much more
money than they will receive for coming to Cincinnati to play a football game
against the wishes of their oppressed brothers and sisters. What do you say, BMDC?
There are Black people, no doubt among the remnant of W.E.B. DuBois’
disappointing Talented Tenth, who settle for terms like MBE, SBE, and WBE,
having to be cex;tiﬁed that they are Black (and glad to do it) to get a contract, and

they never open their mouths to say anything about how Black people are
mistreated. I have proposed, since Black folks just love this alphabet soup
discriminatory process of economic exclusion, that we institute a new category:
“BBE” - Black Business Enterprise.

We have Black leaders, or as Nathan and Julia Hare say, “Leading Blacks,” who
won’t take positions in support of the righteous struggles of their own people. On the
contrary, they will speak in support of the establishment, suggesting everything is all
right and Black folks are doing just fine. We have super-rich Blacks who make
grandstand donations to organizations that do absolutely nothing to uplift their
people. Yes, it’s their money, and they can do whatever they want to with it, but
¢’mon brothers and sisters, you can do much better with what you have.

We have Black organizations that kowtow to get those banquet tables sold at
their “Freedom Dinners” and Awards Banquets. Freedom? Awards? When did we
get free? What are we celebrating? Our major freedom fighting organizations should
refocus their attention on capturing an economic position rather than their leaders
always trying to capture a good position in front of a news camera.

We have celebrities who’ve been mistreated and discriminated against by taxi
drivers, advertisers, and the police, and common Black folks from across the country
rally to their defense, threatening to boycott and punish the transgressors. Some of
those same celebrities, when called upon by common Black folks fighting against
oppression, look the other way and opt for the path of least resistance, such as those
who have come and will be in Cincinnati for the Underground Railroad Freedom
Center celebration in August 2004. Freedom?

Finally, relative to Cosby’s remarks about our children having those $200 gym
shoes, I would say many of our upper class Black folks spend their money on
ridiculous items, too. Check out an Ebony magazine or watch shows like Cribs and
How I’'m Livin.” Talk about ridiculous! These multi-millionaires show us their
homes, their plasma screen TVs in every room, their fur bedspreads, their top-shelf
liquor, their 15 cars with $20,000 worth of tires and rims, and their recreation rooms,
but they never show us their libraries. ,

While Cosby may be “holding up” his end, he has some peers who are certainly
not holding up their end. I wonder what they would say if he got on their case. That’s
why I am giving up on Black people. I am all tuckered out by disingenuous,
condescending, fake, self-centered, spend-thrift, self-righteous, snooty, aloof Black
folks who do us more harm than good. I give up!

Just kidding, just kidding. I love you, brothers and sisters, with our warts, our
dysfunction, and misguided material values. Let’s just try to do better by one
another, those in the lower, middle, and upper economic status. Okay?
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Rejecting A Proven Weapon
To Combat HIV/AIDS

By George E. Curry

BANGKOK, Thailand (NNPA) — Imagine that there was a
devastating disease for which there was no cure. Imagine that
14,000 people died from the disease every day, most of them women
and young people. Imagine that there was a simple and inexpensive
way to avert most, if not all of those deaths. And worst of all,
imagine that many leaders were against the approach for political,
religious and social reasons.

We don’t have to imagine. HIV/AIDS is real. And scientists are
unequivocal in concluding that short of abstinence, condoms offer

the best protection against the spread of HIV/AIDS, the world’s

most challenging health problem.

A report titled, “Condom Count: Meeting the Need in the Era of
HIV/AIDS,” published by Population Action International in
Washington, D.C., was direct: “The condom is the only technology
available for protection from sexually transmitted HIV.”

It can’t be stated any clearer than that.

Yet, for an array of reasons, many -of them well-intended,
America’s sex-oriented society refuses to embrace — and in some
cases, even discuss — the need for a high-profile, public drive to
encourage the use of male and female condoms. And we’re paying
a deadly price for that refusal.

Almost half of all new HIV infections are occurring among
people younger than 25 years old, the report observes. More than
6,000 contract the virus each day. African-American teens (ages 13-
19) represent only 15 percent of U.S. teenagers yet account for 61
percent of new AIDS cases reported among teens in 2001, according
to the federal Centers for Disease Control (CDC).

To pretend that teenagers are not sexually active is to ignore
reality.

The CDC surveyed 14,000 teenagers in grades 9-12 (ages 14 to
17) between 1991 and 2003. According to its findings, in 2003, 47
percent of the teens admitted to having engaged in sex. And those
are just the ones that admit it.

That reality notwithstanding, many — including President Bush
— argue that the only way for teens to avoid HIV is to delay sexual
activity until marriage. Rep. Barbara Lee (D-Calif.), the only
member of Congress to attend the international AIDS conference
here, counters, “Abstinence until marriage programs are not only
irresponsible, but inhumane. U.S. policy does not give young girls
and women adequate tools to protect themselves against this killer.”

The report by Population Action International states: “Public
health experts around the globe agree that condoms block contact
with body fluids that can carry the HIV virus,and. have:nearly :100
percent effectiveness when used correctly and consistently.”

According to the study, it would have taken 8 billion condoms
in 2000 to significantly reduce the rate of infection. However, donor
nations provided only 950 million that year, less than one-eight of
the number needed.

While the Bush administration places a heavy emphasis on
abstinence-only programs, other countries are moving to remove the
stigma associated with obtaining condoms.

At this year’s Carnival, for example, the Brazilian government
distributed 10 million free condoms. '

Can you imagine the impact of distributing thousands of
condoms at the Super Bowl each year? It would be a bold move but
we need bold behavior to confront this bold, ever-changing disease.
UNAIDS reports, “The search for new preventive technologies such
as HIV vaccines and microbicides continues to make progress, but
condoms will remain the key preventive tool for many, many years
to come.” It, too, notes, “The male latex condom is the single, most
efficient, available technology to reduce the sexual transmission of
HIV and other sexually transmitted infections.”

In the face of such conclusive evidence about how to best
protect our youth — and everyone else — many political leaders refuse
to support sex education programs for fear of encouraging teen
sexual activity. The bulk of scientific evidence, however, shows that
there is no link between the onset of sexual activity among teenagers
and their having been exposed to sex education programs.

When it comes to using condoms, young people seem to be ahead of
adults.

According to the CDC study, among students who reported

being sexually active, those that used a condom the last time they
had sexual intercourse increased 37 percent, from 46 percent in 1991
to 63 percent in 2003. Over that period, condom use increased 54
percent among Latino students, 52 percent among African-
American students, and 37 percent among White youth.
Today’s teenagers have never known a world without AIDS. If they
can make that much progress without widespread public support,
just imagine what they could accomplish if we removed all obstacles
to obtaining cheap or free condoms. The whole world would be
safer.
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Presented By
Chris Bennett Enterprises Charities,

The Seattle Medium Newspaper Group,
1420 AM KRIZ, 1560 AM KZI1Z, & 1620 AM KYIZ

Featuring:

Rebel Soul Records
Recording Artist
g @

Sounz Li’c Hitz
Recording Artist

Of The Roots | With her smash hit “Back N’ Forth”
| featuring Larry Blackmon of Cameo, she
will also be shooting footage for her

upcoming video ‘“‘Another One Bites The
September Gl Dust” at Soul Fest 2004.

g oF

Currently on tour with The Roots, has an
upcoming solo album to be released

Gen. John Stanford/MLK Unity Parade
Saturday, July 24th from 12 Noon - 2 p.m.

(Parade begins on 23rd & Jackson headed eastbound to MLK Jr. Way, and then
heads southbound down MLK Jr Way and concludes at the MLLK Memorial Park)

1st Annual ““Gospel Idol” Competition

Sunday, July 25th at 5:30 p.m.
Contestants compete for cash prizes of $500, $300, & $200

July 23 - 25

Franklin High School Playfield (Corner of Rainier & MLK)

Co-Sponsored By:

Washington Mutual State Farm Insurance

Seattle Public Utilities Seattle Public Schools
Seattle City Light | Seattle Parks & Recreation
Sound Transit Seattle Police Department
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CHURCH & SOCIETY NEWS

“Attend The Church
Of Your Choice!

BISHOP A. L. HARDY ACADEMY

REGISTRATION OFFICE:
3208 S. Hanford Street
MONDAY CLASSES,
Biblical Marriage &
Family Counseling 7 - 9 pm
TUESDAY CLASSES.
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM &
5:00 PM - 10:00 PM
ROSE OF SHARON

DUCATION CENTE

hop A. L.. Hardy, Th.D.
Pastor & Founder

Information Fax e
(206) 725-4271  (206) 723-7879 Academic Dean
(206) 725-0564  (206) 722-0564 Attorney Phillip Aaron

Rose Of Sharon
Pentecostal Church

ORDER OF SERVICE

Church School...9:30am Wednesday Evangelistic
Worship Hour...11:15am Service.....7:00 pm
Sunday Evening...7:00pm Prayer Saturday at Noon

4130 Rainier Avenue South

Goodwill Missionary Baptist Church |

Sunday School................. 9am - 10am
Baptist Training Union...10am - 11am
Worship Service...........co.c... 11:15am
Prayer Service....7:30pm - 8pm(Wed.)
Bible Study.............. 8pm - 9pm (Wed.)
Broadcast Ministry: 4pm to Spm

KRIZ 1420 « KZIZ 1560 « KYIZ AM 1620

You re l'

Pastoramy & TVaem . Where everyone is welcome!

126 - 15th Avenue
(206) 324-6688

GREATER NEW BETHEL |
Missionary Baptist Church

ORDER OF SERVICE

Sunday School....9:30am
Worship Service....11:30am
New Members Bible Study

Sunday, 9:30am
Prayer & Bible Study
Tues., 11am & 7pm

i Rev. Dana E. McClendon

‘Let’s Go Forward In
Faith Together.”

Aue uh
* PHONE: (206) 725-0490 |

EMERALD CITY COMMUNITY
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
| Sth Ave - Seattle, WA 98122

. Worship Sat. 9:10 am
Prayer Meeting Wed. 7:00 pm

Come Experience the Difference

Office: (206) 322-0717
Home: (253) 529-1730

Broadcast Ministry, Sun., 6 pm - 7 pm

_ EuGene Lewis, bemor Pastor

Oneness Christian Center

22 East Union Street

Church: (206) 322-9022
Home: (206) 322-7904

- Pastor & Founder

%, Manaway, Sr. is pastor.

The members of Bethany Temple Pentecostal Chur:
you to join them as they welcome Rev. Maurice DeWayne and

- Lady Karen Louise Belin as their new pastor and wife.

Installation services will be held July 23 - 25.

Guest speaker on Friday, July 23, at 7 pm will be Bishop F.
L. Braswell; on Sat., July 24, at 5 pm, the speaker will be Dr.
George Noble; on Sunday, July 25, at 10 am the speaker will be
Dr. Precilla Belin of Baltimore, Maryland and Sunday, July 25
at 3 pm the speaker and presiding elder will be Dr. Robert L.
Manaway, Sr. The community is cordially invited to attend.

Bethany Temple is located at 1122 - 26th Ave. in Seattle.

Jesus The Answer Fellowship Church cordially invites you

- to join them for games, food, and fun at their 3rd Annual

Summer Celebration. This celebration will be held on Sat., J uly
31 from 12 noon to 6 pm at Steel Lake Park (space #2). Steel
Lake Park is located at 2410 South 312th St. in Federal Way.

~ For more information or to RSVP’ your attendace, please call

253-839-9111. Rev. Tony Willoughby i is pastor.

Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church will be having their
Women In White Program on Sunday, Aug. 22 at 4 pm.
; Speakers will be Tabernacle’s own Minister Brenda
Jackson, Evangelist Bobbi Miller, Minister Marget Chappel,

Evangelist Sherryl Mackey and Evangelist Norma Howard.
Other guest speakers from' the community include
Prophetess Verlena Seals, Sis. Mary Marbles, Sis. Janet
Stewart, Sis. Denise Lawrence and Sis. Patricia Cooper.
For more information contact Sis. Joyce McDonald-Carey

at 206-870-3036 or Sis. Carol Bates at 425-687-5942 or call the

church at 206-329-9794.
Tabernacle is located at 2801 South Jackson Street. Robert

Z-TWINS
HEAVEN BOUND
TRAIN

» 6am
Prayer Hour

«10:30am-11:30pm
Pacific Christian Center

+7:10 am +11:30pm-12:30pm

Sunday School Lesson Mount Zion Baptist

with Church

Rev. Samuel B.

McKinney «12:30pm-1:30pm
New Life Baptist

+7:30am - 8:30am Church

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Memorial Baptist +2:30pm-3pm

Church Mt. Calvary Christian
Center

«9am - 9:30am

Bethehem Baptist 4pm-5pm

Church Goodwill‘Missionary
Baptist

«10am-10:30am ‘

Allen AME «Spm-6pm
Tabernacle Missionary
Baptist

To advertise your church or
your announcements, call

206-323-3070 ext. 110.

SouL FESTIvAL
2004

GOSPEL
EXTRAVAGANZA

Celebrating Our Passion For The Christ
With The Highest Praises

This Sunday, July 25

Franklin High School Play Field
(corner of MLK & Rainier)

Gospel Entertainers

Winners from
Gospel Idol
will be performing

Come out and enjoy the singing,
rides, food and lots more!

s5ions are flu
to the public

Pastor B W

August 18-21, 2004
“Unity at the Cross”
Host Church

Lcniu of Faith C.O.G. i C
ZH7R3 j2nd PLISE, Ker

NW Believer’s
Conference Concert

Saturday 6:34 .

Conference Prayer
Breakfast

: \Adhur!‘) \u 2531, spesker
O

Saturday, Aug. 21
Youth Explosion

Skating Party
Talent Showcase
; i

For complete details
call {253} 859-1512

Host Pastor
Supt. Wilbur 2. Vincent

Preach The Word Ministry

We invite all licentiate Ministers to come and
Preach the Gospel
I you need to develop or increase your skills and
techniques in pulpit preaching
Every 2nd and 3rd Sunday
of the month at
6:00pm
At
Daystar Baptist Church

324 Smithers Street Renton, Wa. 98056
contact: Rev. Jacquie Jackson

The Jabez Pryer

Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my
territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You
would keep me from evil, that
I may not cause pain!

«<f Chronicles 4:20
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Rights Group: Sudanese Arab Militiamen Use Rape As A Tool Of War To Terrorize Black Africans In Darfur

By RodriqueNgowi
Associated Press Writer

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP)
Sudanese Arab militiamen rape
women and girls as young as
eight in the violent campaign
intended to hurt, humiliate and
drive out black Africans from the
troubled region of Darfur, a
human rights organization said
Monday.

The Sudanese Janjaweed
Arab militiamen sometimes
torture and break limbs of
women to prevent them from
escaping rape, abductions and
sexual slavery, Amnesty
International said in the report
titled: “"Sudan, Rape as a
weapon of war in Darfur.”

Thousands have been killed
and more than a million black
Africans have fled their homes in
the face of attacks by the
government-backed Arab
militiamen known as Janjaweed,
or ““horsemen” in the local
dialect.

The Janjaweed ““are happy
when they rape. They sing when
they rape and they tell that we
are just slaves and that they can
do with us how they wish,” a 37-
year-old victim, identified only
as A., says in the report.

Sudan on Saturday ordered
that committees of women
judges, police officers and legal
consultants investigate rape
accusations and help victims
through criminal cases in the
Iraq-sized Darfur region.

The  Arab  militiamen
routinely kill black African men
in the western region and target
women -and girls for sexual
violence, Amnesty International
said, citing hundreds of
interviews human rights workers
conducted in camps sheltering
people who fled the atrocities in
Darfur.

“"Women and girls are being

attacked, not only to dehumanize

the women themselves but also
to humiliate, punish, control,
inflict fear and displace women
and to persecute the community

to which they belong,” the
London-based group said.
“In  many cases the

Janjaweed have raped women in
public, in the open air, in front of
their husbands, relatives or the
wider community,” the group
said. “"The suffering and abuse
endured by these women goes
far beyond the actual rape
survivors now face a lifetime of
stigma and marginalisation from
their own families and
communities.”’

Women in Darfur who have
undergone  female  genital
mutilation are at an even greater
risk of injury and face higher
risks of infection by HIV/AIDS
and other sexually transmitted
diseases, the rights group said.
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Darfur’s troubles stem from
long-standing tensions between
nomadic Arab tribes and their
African farming neighbors over
dwindling water and agricultural
land. Those tensions exploded
into violence in February 2003
when two African rebel groups
took up arms over what they
regard as unjust treatment by the
government in their struggle
with Arab countrymen.

Aid workers and refugees
accuse the government of arming
and providing air support to the
Janjaweed, who have torched
hundreds of villages in a
campaign equated with ethnic
cleansing. The government
denies any involvement in the
militia attacks.

There are also reports that
the Sudanese government is
integrating members of the
Jajaweed into army and police
units deployed around Darfur,
said Erwin Van der Borght,
Amnesty International’s deputy
head of the Africa program.

The United Nations
estimates up to 30,000 people
have been killed in Darfur, but
some analysts put the figure
much higher. The death toll

could surge to more than
350,000 if aid doesn’t reach
more than 2 million people soon,
the WS Agency for
International Development has
warned.

Pressure has mounted on
Sudan to end the slaughter. The

ended
after

talks
Saturday

latest  peace
prematurely

rebels walked out saying the
Sudanese government must first
disarm the Janjaweed.

The rebels were also seeking
government
allow an

commitments to
international inquiry

into the killings, prosecute those
responsible, lift restrictions on
aid workers and release prisoners
of war.

The peace talks began after a
concerted diplomatic push by the
United Nations  Secretary-

General Kofi Annan and U.S.

Secretary of State Colin Powell,
who visited the region earlier
this month.

Powell said Friday that he
expects to hear from U.S. experts
next week on whether Sudan
officials should be charged with
genocide.
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Kerry

PRESIDENT

What he’s going to do about...

My Job.

There are three hundred sixteen thousand
more unemployed African Americans today
than at the start of the Bush Administration.
And the unemployment rate among

African Americans has climbed back into
double digits. John Kerry will fight to bring
back the 1.8 million jobs that have been
lost altogether under George W. Bush.

He will also work to create millions

of new, good-paying jobs in his first term

as President and close tax loopholes that

actually reward companies to export

our jobs overseas.

My Health Care.

One in five African Americans

is uninsured and soaring insurance costs
threaten to drive the number even
higher. More than 1.5 million

African American children have no
health insurance covérage whatsoever.

African Americans are more likely to die

My Kids.

from breast cancer and prostate cancer.
John Kerry's health care will allow
Americans to buy into the same health
care plan that the President and members
of Congress have, while providing help

for those who cannot afford insurance.
His plan will also make sure that nearly all
children are enrolled in health insurance.
And John Kerry will work to eliminate racial
and ethnic disparities through additional

research and outreach to increase screening.

Too many schools in African American

Get to know (iGN

communities are underfunded

and in poor condition. John Kerry will
create a new “Education Trust Fund”
that will give public schools the
resources they need to excel.

He will also work to make college
affordable again by offering a new

College Opportunity Tax Credit.

- www. johnkerry.com/communities

Paid for by John Kerry for President, Inc.

’4"

Boeing, Amgen, AT&T, Bates College, Raytheon, Blockbuster, Bon-Macy,
Cintas, Clark College, Comcast, Kaiser, TMobile, Eli Lilly Co., Expedia, FBI, Alaska Airlines, ICOS,

Marsh Inc., Microsoft, National Association of AsianAmerican Professionals, National Association of Black
Accountants, Lockheed, King County, Seattle PD, Skagit College, State Farm, Tacoma College.

University of Washington, UPS, VA Puget Sound Health, Valley Medical Center, Verizon, Washington Air National
Western Washington College, Corinthian, Weyerhauser and many more.

Financial Analysts, Account Executive, Paralegal, Exec. Admin, Customer Service,
Technical Engineers, Clerical, IT/IS Professionals, Commercial Banking, Personal Bankers, Tellers, Accounting,
Managers, Credit/Collections Analyst, National Account Manager, Multicultural Marketing Managers,Claims
Representatives, legal Secretary, Underwriting Trainee, Claim processor,Shift Supervisors, Assistant Managers,
Nurses, LVN, RN, Accountants, Quality Assurance, Scientist, Operations Supervisors, Client Support Specialist,
Legal, Special Agent, Key Account Manager, Pharmaceutical Sales Representatives, Restaurant Managers, Allied
Health, Store Managers, Assistant Managers, Product Engineer, Sales Representatives...

Tuesday, July 27, 2004, 12 - 5 pm

DoubleTree Guest Suites | 16500 Southcenter Parkway, Seattle WA

i
14

The DiversityRecruitersNetwork.org

and many more!
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WASHINGTON
MUTUAL IS
PLEASED TO
~ SPONSOR
“GULFEST 2004.

What can we say? Occasions like this
just make us want to stand up and
cheer. Washington Mutual is delighted
to be a part of this event. In fact, we're
big fans of any event that can help
bring a community together. For
more information, or to find a
financial - center

NEAL.: iy O,

call 1-800-788-7000.

Washington Mutual

FDIC Insured

Antitrust Lawsuit Against Bengals,
NFL Could Reverberate Across League

By JOHN NOLAN
Associated Press Writer

CINCINNATI (AP) - A
favorable court decision for county
officials fighting the Cincinnati
Bengals about the costs of building
and operating the team’s stadium
could have implications across the
NFL.

Hamilton County officials argue
that the Bengals and the NFL
improperly used their monopoly
power and threats to leave for
another city to get taxpayers’ money
for the stadium. If a judge upholds
that argument in the antitrust case,
the decision could help local
governments when new stadiums
are built in the future, an expert said.

By limiting the number of
available teams, the NFL can force
cities and counties to pump money
into stadium projects, said Andrew
Zimbalist, an expert who has written
and consulted extensively on sports
economics.

“They’re able to get cities to
compete against each other _ and
extort large sums of public money,”
said Zimbalist, an economics
professor at Smith College in
Northampton, Mass. “'If the court
upholds that argument, it pretty
much affects everybody in the
NEL.”

A federal judge ruled this week
that Hamilton County could proceed
as the main party in the lawsuit that
challenges the lease for Paul Brown
Stadium, which the team started
using in 2000. County officials say
the judge has allowed them to
proceed to obtain Bengals’ financial
records needed for the lawsuit,
documents  generally  closely
guarded by sports franchises.

County officials and their
lawyer say that, at a minimum, the
county will want tosee Bengals and
NFL financial records and operating
documents related| to the lease

negotiated in 1997. They also plan
to take statements from key Bengals
executives.

“Certainly there will be things
beyond that,” commissioner Todd
Portune said, adding that those
decisions will be up to the county’s
lawyer, Stanley Chesley.

“Presumably, the county
lawyers won’t stop at just the
financial statements. They’ll want to
go beyond that and get some
detailed records,”” Zimbalist said.

Sports franchises typically
contend that they are private
businesses and their records are not
available for public inspection. In
some cases, unions for professional
athletes are allowed access to teams’
financial information in the course
of collective bargaining, but the
public doesn’t get to see it,
Zimbalist said.

Public release of such
information might undercut a team’s
public position, Zimbalist said.

He said, for example, that a
review of the Bengals’ books might
show that the team was financially
strong enough to be competitive
before Paul Brown Stadium was
built _ even though team owner
Mike Brown said the Bengals
needed a new, bigger stadium with
revenue from luxury boxes in order
to stay competitive in the NFL.

The Bengals could ask the
judge to allow county lawyers to
privately inspect the financial
records without publicly releasing
them, Zimbalist said.

U.S. District Judge S. Arthur
Spiegel has rejected efforts by the
Bengals and the NFL to dismiss the
lawsuit. The county’s lawyer hopes
it could go to trial early next year.

Lawyers for the Bengals and the
NFL on Thursday asked the 6th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals to dismiss
the lawsuit. They contend it cannot
proceed because it was originally

filed as a taxpayer lawsuit before the
county took it over and that the
taxpayer had no standing to pursue
the case. The appeals court has not
ruled.

Spokesmen for the Bengals and
the NFL declined to discuss the
case. The Bengals’ team policy is
not to comment on litigation,
spokesman P.J. Combs said.

“Our attorneys will represent
us and speak for us in court,” NFL
spokesman Greg Aiello said.

Taxpayers approved a half-cent
county sales tax increase in 1996 to
pay for new stadiums for the
Bengals and baseball’s Cincinnati
Reds. The stadiums were built at a
combined cost of almost $750
million, rather than the $540 million
originally promised to the county’s
taxpayers.

County officials say revenues
from the stadium tax increase are
falling behind projections, raising
the prospect that the county may
have to dig into its general fund in
coming years to pay the debt. The
county wants to renegotiate the
stadium lease with the Bengals to
give the county more money so that
it can repeal the tax increase in 20
years as taxpayers were told
originally, Portune said.

“"We want a deal that’s fair,”
Portune said. “"No one’s trying to
punish the NFL or the Cincinnati
Bengals.”

The NFL has made millions of
dollars available through loans to its
teams in some cities to help pay for
building new stadiums, Portune
said. The Bengals didn’t bring that
to the attention of local government
officials in Cincinnati, he said.

Hamilton County wants that
same benefit from the NFL in order
to pay down some of the stadium
debt. Portune said.

Florida A&M Sports Had More Than 200 Eligibility Violations

By Roosevelt Wilson
Specal to the NNPA from Capital Outlook

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (NNPA)
-Whether the term is *‘vacated,” *“no
contest” or “forfeit,” if the Mid-
Eastern  Athletic = Conference
penalties stand as imposed, Florida
A&M University will lose some 147
conference victories for men and
women in six sports between 1998-
99 and 2002-03. FAMU was not in
the MEAC in 2003-04 because of its
short-lived visit to Division I-A.

In addition, the Rattlers will
have to return men’s and women’s
trophies and reimburse the MEAC
for seven All-Sports championships
and lose 11 MEAC team
championships, all won by the
university between 1998-99 and
2002-2003.

The penalties were handed
down to FAMU in a June 29 letter
from MEAC Commissioner Dennis
Thomas to FAMU special assistant
to the president Joe Ramsey who is
in charge of athletics. The sanctions
were the result of 196 student-
eligibility violations FAMU self-
reported to the NCAA and MEAC.

The NCAA has not yet
responded to the report, which
covers infractions from the 1998-99
through 2002-2003 seasons.

The MEAC, according to the
letter from Thomas, ruled the
contests in which ineligible student-
athletes participated “no contest.”
The NCAA uses the term “vacated”
for victories in such contests. The
lay term is “forfeit,” all of which
mean that the win is no longer a win.

For FAMU'’s opponents in those
MEAC games ruled “no contest,”
however, there is a technical
difference between “no contest,” a
“vacated” victory and a forfeit” the
MEAC will have to address.

“No contest” means the game
never happened; therefore, not only
wiping the win from FAMU’s
record but also wiping the loss from
that of FAMU’s opponent. To
“vacate” the victory takes the win
from FAMU but leaves the loss on
the opponent’s record. A “forfeit”
simply reverses the original result,
giving FAMU the loss and the

opponent the victory

For FAMU's opponents in thos¢
MEAC games ruled “no contest,”
however, there is a technical
difference between “no contest.” a
“vacated” victory and a forfeit™ the
MEAC will have to address.

“No contest” means the game
never happened; therefore, not only
wiping the win from FAMU'’s
record but also wiping the loss from
that of FAMU’s opponent. To
“vacate” the victory takes the win
from FAMU but leaves the loss on
the opponent’s record. A ““forfeit”
simply reverses the original result,
giving FAMU the loss and the
opponent the victory.

As most of the nation’s major
athletic programs, FAMU employs
the compliance officer to lift that
burden from the coaches and
athletic director. The major
responsibility of the compliance
officer is to certify that each student-
athlete is fully eligible before the
student-athlete is permitted to
participate in each athletic contest.

FAMU President Fred Gainous
told the Outlook that he had no
comment other than that it would be
decided later if FAMU would appeal
the MEAC action.

In his letter to Ramsey, Thomas
wrote:

“Pursuant to the Florida A&M
University (FAMU) self-report of
NCAA violations and response to
audit conducted by Collegiate
Proactive Solutions Inc. dated May
14, 2004 submitted to the NCAA
and the Mid-Eastern Athletic
Conference (MEAC) and after
reviewing all the information
submitted, it has been determined
that FAMU has committed
substantial non-compliance as it
pertains to student-athlete eligibility
in the sports of baseball (2002 &
2003 seasons), football (1999, 2000,
2001, 2002 & 2003 seasons),
softball (2002 season), women’s
basketball (1998-1999, 1999-2000,
2000-2001 & 2001-2002 seasons),
volleyball (1999-2000 seasons),
men’s swimming (2001 & 2002
seasons), women'’s swimming (2000
& 2001 seasons), men’s tennis

(1999, 2000 & 2001 seasons), men’s
indoor track (2002 & 2003 seasons),
men’s track (1998, 1999 & 2001)
and women’s track (1998, 1999,
2000 & 2001).” ;

Thomas continued: “Based
upon the preponderance of
participation by ineligible student-
athletes. the conference office has
determined that FAMU will have to
comply with conference By-Law
13.2.1.14 Section 14-a, b & ¢
(participation of ineligible players).
Therefore, all contests those
ineligible student-athletes
participated in will be rendered *“no
contest.” Any revenue received
from winning the All-Sports
trophies (Mary McLeod Bethune
Award and Talmadge Layman Hill
Award) must be reimbursed to the
conference office. Furthermore, any
championship won during the
period that ineligible student-
athletes  participated will be
rescinded (football 2000 & 2001;
men’s tennis 2000; men’s indoor
track 2002; women’s indoor 1998,
1999. 2000; women'’s outdoor 1998,
1999, 2000; volleyball 1999).

Thomas advised Ramsey of
FAMU'’s right to appeal. He also
asked Ramsey to advise the MEAC
when FAMU has mechanisms in
place to ensure such violations will
not happen again.

Here is what FAMU will lose:
Individual athletic contests (MEAC
victories only): Baseball (22 total)
— 2002, 10; 2003, 12. Football (26
total) — 1999, 7; 2000, 7; 2001, 7;
2002, 5. Softball (10) all in 2002.
Women’s Basketball (39) — 1998-
99, 14; 1999-00, 9; 2000-01, 10;
2001-02, 6. Volleyball (22) — 1999,
8: 2000, 14. Men’s Tennis (28) —
1999, 9, 2000, 10; 2001, 9.

Team championships:

All-Sports (men, 3) — 1998, 2000,
2002; (women, 3): 1998, 1999,
2000. Football (2) — 2000, 2001.
Men’s Tennis (1) — 2000. Men’s
Indoor Track (1) —2002. Women’s
Indoor Track (3) —1998, 1999,
2000. Women’s Outdoor Track (3)
— 1998, 1999, 2000. Volleyball (2)
— 1999-2000 (regular season and
tournament champions).
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JULY 22 - JULY 28

MRS L A2 1A Ll B

ARIES

Charm is an extremely effective
tool for you this week. Charisma
works better than at any recent time
especially at home. Shine ‘brightly
and let your glow work for you.
Your self-image is your most
effective tool. Soul Affirmation:
Time is the greatest peacemaker of
them all.

TAURUS

This week make your special
interest pay off in cash. Enough of
goodness for goodness sake. You've
got bills to pay. People expect
generosity from a big hearted
person like you. Ask them for
something in return or they'll drain
you. Soul Affirmation: Intelligent
information does not have to come
from intelligent sources.

GEMINI

During the next few weeks be
ready for surprises that await you.
Don't make any solid plans with
anyone except you lover. This week
will bring forth a new dimension in
a special relationship. You will
come upon a sensational poem that
illustrates the love the two you
share.  Soul Affirmation: The
search for fun occupies my time
this week.

CANCER

Stay steady in your pursuits,
Temptations are all around you.

Attractive pursuits abound but stay
on course with what you planned to
do with all the good energy that has
arisen in your life. Soul
Affirmation: I do not allow
demands to be placed on me this
week.

LEO

You have made many friends
through a social network you've
been involved with. Continue to
cultivate those friendships this
week. Long distance phone calls
are worth the money. Your actions
will speak much louder than words
this week. Prove your love and
your friendship. Others might need
convincing. Soul Affirmation: My
imagination is the source of my
happiness.

VIRGO :

This is no time to try to be neat.
Continue with your messy thinking.
Others might not know how things
fit together but your faith allows
you to work without a plan this
week. Faith will guide you through
the chaotic mental atmosphere that
surrounds you this week. Soul
Affirmation: I give extra attention
to my mate this week.

LIBRA

Call a family member and ask for
advice. You know the one to call --
the same person who has been level
headed in the past. Your head is ’ot

as level as it should be. Move
forward not on your own
understanding. Allow advice to
have a great affect on your
decisions. Soul Affirmation: I find
peace in communing with nature
this week.

SCORPIO

Your suspicions will give you
misleading information. Now is a
time for trust. Base the trust on the
fact that nothing is in danger. No
matter what the outcome of current
affairs you are going to come out
wiser and better. Soul Affirmation:
I release internal pressure by
enjoying the beauties of the world
around me.

SAGITTARIUS

Ponder your intimate thoughts
when you feel that you would
rather have stayed in bed. Treasure
the remembered image of a friend
and play the image over and over to
uplift your sleepy spirit. Soul
Affirmation: I make a special effort
to bond with old friends.
CAPRICORN

Give yourself a break this week.
Coast! You might not feel it but you
are on the top of a hill. You don't
have to work to move forward. Just
let your momentum carry you.
Smile and things will get done.
Spend some time on the phone
taking care of social obligations

and social diversions. Soul
Affirmation: I try to smile more
often than usual this week

AQUARIUS

This week you're likely to notice
that your relationship with your
lover has been elevated into a
strong friendship as well. Play up
the friendship side this week. Don't

feel inhibited when the two of you
are alone. Act and speak freely. You
will be pleasantly surprised at the
reception your lover/pal gives you.
Soul Affirmation: I open myself up
for a glad surprise.

PISCES

It is true that the universe provides
but you are part of the universe and
so you have to be a provider for

yourself this week. Willful activity
is the key this week. Ego matters.
Pursue it because you want it and
are good enough to get it. Make the
changes necessary to add
dynamism and excitement to your
body of affairs. Soul Affirmation:
This week I forgive myself for
everything that has happened.

Trinity Restaurant

Catering & Delivering

2 8300 Rainier Ave. So.
E Eﬁ Seattle, WA 98118
1] ] Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Again, he sent forth other servants saying, tell
them which are bidden, behold I have prepared my
dinner...Matthew 22:4

Come eat, the table is spread.

206-721-5205
206-356-4657

- Tracy Freeman, Owner

COMMUNITY BUSINESSES

The Wellington

“Just Good Soul Food”

At The Wellington, “ask and ye shall receive.”
Hungry for a Catfish Po’boy, Chicken and
Sausage Gumbo or Buttermilk Fried Chicken
served with Mashed Potatoes and
Collard Greens?

Try our Thursday Special, Braised Oxtails.
Join us for Sunday Brunch or Tuesday
through Saturday for Lunch or Dinner.

For reservations please call (206) 722-8571.
THE WELLINGTON

4869 Rainier Avenue South, Seattle, WA 98118

COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Trust your love ones health care to the
professional care team at

L.eon Sullivan
Health Care Center

(@ Branch Villa
Skilled Nursing Care Facility

2611 So. Dearborn Street
(Corner of MLK & Dearborn)

(206)

325-6700

Hodge’s Hair Quarters

Master Barbers
Anthony Carector

Dwight (Butch) Scott

Featuring Dudley’s Hair Products & Songhal
African, Black Soap & Shea Butter
Shoe Shine Available
Tues. & Wed. 8am - 7pm
Thurs. & Fri. 7am - 8pm
Sat. 7am - 6:30pm
Willie C. Hodge, Owner
4403 Rainier Ave. So.

206-722-7481

Barber Shop Jackson Cleaners

TN T
dbaALfS TQWI

Sérvmg Federal Way, Auburn,
Des Moines, North East Tacoma

“You have may pers’omll mumee affﬂenay
reliable service.” Al

32610 Pacific Hwy So.
Federal Way, WA
SEA: 253-941-2888
TAC: 253-952-7618
Fax: 253-838-1690

|  ATTORNEYS | [ BEAUTYSALONS | | = DENTST | | | PHOTOGRAPHY & |
Btk e Sassy Hair Wonzel M. Mobley | | Flyright Productions
Marassment Defense, etc. 11433 Rainier Ave. So. 1001 Broadway #313 2306 E. Madison
(206) (208) (2086) (206)
772-1897 772-3650 328-1042 860-9813
Ronald R. Ward Butterfly McQueen I OR
o -1 o Hair Design
(206) 2716 So. Jackson Flower’s-4-
by (208) :
111624-8844 . 325-1667 ,‘:lefg‘.’s?' _J8; ch'::sn v TR
e ; *KRIZ AM 1420
‘ AUTOMOTIVE DeCharlene 206-324-1440 *KZIZ AM 1560
S Beauty & Boutique : - *KYIZ AM 1620
BUD’S Muffler City 2108 Eég’éad'”" r i l (Seattle/Renton/Tacoma)
1801 Rainier Ave. So. 325-8.)‘296 *KBMS AM 1480
‘%295-2-0(;)666 Bob’s Quality Meats (Portiand)
3 Ha;: ?,29235" res Mf;?éui'é‘.’li‘,’ o rie. 2600 So. Jackson
au outique
BARBER SHOP 8322 Ral(r;:;asl')Ave. So. i e o s“(tzt':é)m
*Hog Head Cheese 323-3070
Dexter Fade Master 19070y L ochiiiass Bt Mcaath Request Line
3705 S. Edmunds St. Wormwoods *Hot or Mild Beef Sausage (206) 325-1420
725(2036)841 Hair Works 4861 Rainier
i 1136 - 34th Avenue Ave. So. —— ;
i REAL ESTATE
- 206-860-9676 @08)
Hﬂdg‘ﬁs _H.alr Quarter 725-1 221 R&L Real Estate Services
ko Rm(';'(;r) o e Salon Adidez We accept food stamps, checks, Joan owens
722"7481 3705 SO. Edmonds Visa, Mastercard, Cash 8:;’;.;;0:9
. ! Wilson’s Barber Shop 206-725-3841 G':;:?fg;:m :
! 324- 25:2":] :)ve' So. . BOUTIQUE 722 - ?z?):)d Ave. RESHURANTS ;
H 324-0304
322-9622 Jean’s Boutique R&L Home of Good
Gloria’s Barber Shop e et Jac(';‘fn::i‘sﬁf:eet 1T E Yostor
""" 3605 Gansee. 322-4925 2123 8. Jackson 322-0271
((208)
725-811 325-8016
5-8115 CLEANERS McGowan’s
Stephen’s Barber Shop KEMAW Restaurant & Lounge
3600 Genesee Joe Spates Cleaners Grocery 317 Main Ave. in Renton)
p
(206) 1722 E. Madison g e 425-271-6644
725-8115 (#08) 860-6045
325-0377 s
G’s Barber Shop Bob’s Quality Meats Seattle Diner
AotH S BB, Cherry Cleaners 4861 Rainier Ave. So. 301 Aurora Ave. No.
(206) 2510 E. Cherry (208) 206-374-4611
725-6489 (206) 725-1221 «
323-8844
Abe & Dex’s Rainier Food Catfish Corner

Market

Looking to
BUY or SELL your HOME!

Allow me to help.
Call

Joan Owens of
R&R Real Estate Services

206-850-5749

MRS. TATE’S

FASHIONS

“I Dress You Well.”

12405 Renton Ave. So.

206) 772-1234
Open: Tues. - Sat. 10am - 6pm

TWO BIG BLONDES

- Plus Size Consignment Shop
Sizes 16 and up

2501 South Jackson Street
Seattle, WA

Open Daily
11:00 AM to 6 PM
CLOSED SUNDAYS

206-762-8620
Toll Free 1-888-762-8973

Price Is Right

Painting & Remodeling

Cherry & MLK Way

4901 Rainier Ave, So.

Farmer’s Insurance Group
3601 S. Alaska
(206)

722-0313

Small Remodeling Bathroom/Kitchen
Brush/Roll/Spray
Houses, Buildings, Apartments & Condos
Residential/Commercial
Interior/Exterior Painting & Repairs

Call Eric Price For A FREE ESTIMATE

206-778-4579
206-726-8088

_Bill’'s Bodacious Bar-B-Q

*Ribs *Chicken
ePulled Pork *Beef Brisket
*Smoked Turkey *Specials

Carol’s Can’t Miss Cobblers
Sweet Potato Pies ¢ Pecan Pie and more!

Dine In 3813 NE 4th St.
Take Out Catering Renton, WA
“Kansas City BBQ
with a northwest 425-255-0535
flavor” Bill & Carol McGraw

7144 MLK Way So. 2301 So. Jackson (206)
4411 So. Mead St.
206-722-7290 206-323-9060 206.722-2828 323-4330
BEAUTY SALON Walker’s Barb
Cherry Cleaners | [TANA MARKET| | c0 So. udking St.
Salon Dy’Als i (Ezb;:)he"y 2518 ]fl).pe &;:1}:"); Street 206-325-7427
879 Rulnlel’(;\(;!éiu. #A-105 323-8844 206.322.3835
772-0110 : i ;
: ’ CAFE Lucky 7 This space
khony Desgng Foodmart reserved for your
e Spatin pnng) 3219 MLK Way So. business!
323-8776 it &Chf:‘rge 206-721-1406
709-9902
Salon Larache Furs & Leathers;I

(206), care/Presc
722-0399 :
BRI Fob e Damascus Pre-School &
Childcare
Life Enrichment 5237 Rainier Ave. So.
Bookgtore & Gifts (206)
8300 Rainier Ave. So. 725'9300
(206)
722-7785 Auntie Nita’s

This space reserved
for your business.

Leaming Center
8627 So. Wabash
(206)

'760-9135

*The Seattle Medium
*Metro Homemaker
«Tacoma True Citizen
*The Portland Medium
Headquarter
in Seattle

Seward Park

Furriers &

Leathers

Call today for your
private consuitation!

(206)

772-3880

(206)
323-3070

Grand Gpening

Across the street from Franklin High School

*Professional Service

F uneral Home
Office: 206-723-8955

L Expert Alteratiqns Cell: 206-730-1787
r - - - -.fa-me-D-af .:S' frrlfe_ - oy Toll Fre.e 800-286-3296
: Items $32.95 ecuiarory cleaning oniy) 1 Fax: 206-723-8342
| *Men’s Laundered Shirts 99¢ i Zane K. Fltch Sr.
A o e e e . - Rainier Valley Chapel
3219 M.L.King Way So. | | 5503 Rainier Avenue South
Seattle, WA 98118 __ _
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APARTMENTS FOR RENT

- MECHANIC

I A BRAND NEW apartment community offers a new point of view for Seattle residents! I
Welch Plaza's studios, one and two bedroom apartments offer a new view of Seattle and
the mountains from nearly every window, and a new opportunity to enjoy bright,

I spacious and comfortable apartments. Call today to receive up to $2000 off your

I rent!! (206) 320-0333 www.welchplaza.com 421 23rd Ave S. Seattle

: CONI})() FOR RENT

Rainier beach - 2 bd. 2 ba., wft. gated
community, 180 view of Lk Wa., a rare
find! $1400/mo. 206-391-6023

E

| S EDUCATION |

q 2
Renton

School District

° Excellent benefits and
employee incentives

o fMulticultural environment

« Minutes from Seattle

¢ Easy access to metropolitan
and cultural activities

ies for continuing

For current openings call
{425) 204-2305 or visit our website
at www.renton.wednet.edu
An equal oppostanity amelo

K Areq o

¢

HOME FOR SALE

Lovely well-kept three bedrooms, two baths
home in Renton. Attached garage. Built in
1995. A must see. Price to sell. REDUCED
TO $203,999.
319 Factory Ave. No., Renton
Call 425-793-7660 or
206-850-5749

People just like you are baying homes every day.

With our guidance and a httle effart on your part.

4 HUD house can easily become o place your family

will e proud to call home A HILD-appraved housing

counseding agency can take vou'through the buying
whiciiincludes Tinancial preparation e

[OCESS

FUNDRAISING

: Fundraising
Relationship Manager- Major Gifts
United Way of King County
(www.uwke.org)

This position (temporary full-time 8/1/04-
6/30/05) is responsible for developing and
enhancing relationships with current and
prospective major gift donors in order to
raise volunteer and financial resources.
Ideal candidate will have a minimum of 3-
5 years of successful experience in direct
fundraising or sales; ability to
communicate effectively both verbally
and in writing; ability to work with a
diverse employee population, a college
degree in Marketing, Communication or
related field; advance level knowledge of
computer applications (MS Word, Access,
and Excel). |

Competitive salary ($38,239-$42,254
annudlly). ‘Send cover letter and resume
which specifies how your education and
previous work éxperience make you the
ideal candidate for-the position to: Human
Resources Teamj: United Way of King
Couhty, 720 Second Avenue, Seattle, WA
98104 o email to:
HR_Employment@uwkc.org by 7/23/04.
EOE. Ly

seattlemedium.com
ztwins.com

MECHANIC - COACH (Diesel)

Intercity Transit is accepting applications
for a Coach Mechanic position. The
successful candidate must be dependable,
motivated, and experienced. Performs highly
skilled mechanical tasks in the diagnosis of
malfunctions, preventative maintenance,
repair, and overhaul of diesel powered
vehicles and equipment. This is a full-time
position. The Maintenance Department is
staffed seven days a week; operating hours
include day, swing, night, weekend, and
holiday shift work. Candidate must be
flexible to work a non-traditional schedule.
Starting: $19.98 hour. Wage Range: $19.98
- $23.13 hour. Union position. Outstanding
benefit package: deferred compensation
plans; PERS retirement fund; medical, dental,
vision; paid sick, vacation, and holiday leave
and tore. - Uniforms, safety shoe and tool
allowance included.

Requires: High school diploma or GED
and “successful completion of appropriate
schools relating to diesel powered vehicles.

.Completion of four (4) year state approved

journey” level apprenticeship program or
completion of ASE Medium/Heavy Duty
Truck Master Certification desirable. Four
(4) years experience in vehicle maintenance
and repair. Or any combination of education
and ‘experience which would provide the
applicant with the desired skills, knowledge
and ability to perform the job. Must have (or
be able to obtain) and maintain a Class B
Commiercial Driver's License with passenger
and air brake endorsements. Must be able to
pass a post-job offer DOT physical exam and
a drug screen, Exam/sc een p:id by Intercity
Transit, Position is safety-sensitive and is
included in the random drug ‘csting program.
Must'have a complete set of ..and tools and
toolbox at time of appointment.

To Apply: Completed Intercity Transit
Employment Application and an original 5-
year driving record must be submitted to
Humap Resources. Applications taken until
position - filled.  For application, contact
Intercity ,Transit's Reception Desk at (360)
786-8585. Send or deliver application to:
Intercity Transit Human Resources, 526
Pattison SE, P.O. Box 659, Olympia, WA
98507. EEO

Closing: Open until filled.

SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON
COUNTY OF KING

In re the Marriage of:
Sharold Lynn Hawley, Petitioner
and
Dan Frankwayne Hawley, Respondent
No. 04-3-01009-1 SEA
Summons By Publication
(SMPB)
TO THE RESPONDENT:
The petitioner has started an action in the above court requesting
that your marriage be dissolved. The petitioner also requests that
the court grant the following relief: change name of wife to
Sharold Lynn Thomas. You must respond to this summons by
serving a copy of your written response on the person signing this
summons and by filing the original with the clerk of the court. If
you do not serve your written response within 60 days after the
date of the first publi of this (60 days after the
231d day of June, 2004), the court may enter an order of default
against you, and the court may, without further notice to you,
enter a decree and approve or provide for other relief requested in
this summons. In the case of a dissolution of marriage, the court
will not enter the final decree until at least 90 days after service
and filing. If you serve a notice of appearance on the undersigned
person, you are entitled to notice before an order of default or a
decree may be entered. Your written response to the summons
and petition must be on form WPF DR 01.0300, Response to
Petition (Domestic Relations). Information about how to get this
form may be obtained by contacting the clerk of the court, by
ing the Administrative Office of the Court at 360-705-
5328, or from the Internet at the Washington State Courts
homepage: http://www.courts.wa.gov/forms. If you wish to seek
the advise of an attorney in this matter, you should do so promptly
so that your written response, if any, may be served on time. One
method of serving a copy of your response on the petitioner is so
send it by certified mail with return receipt. requested. This
summons is issued pursuant to RCW 4.28.100 and Superior Court
Civil Rule 4.1 of the state of Washington. Date: 2/4/04.

ADVERTISE
CALL

206 323-3070

BIDS BIDS BIDS

Sealed bids will be
received by the King
County  Procurement
Services Section, 8th
Floor, 821 Second
Avenue, Seattle, WA
98104-1598, uatil 2:00
PM of bid opening date

bids. Bid documents are
available at the above
office.  Phone (206)
684-1681 for
information. King
County encourages
minority business
enterprise participation.
King County does not
discriminate on the basis
of disability in its
programs, services, and
employment
opportunities for
persons with disabilities.

BID NO. IT12726-KAO
OPENS: 7/29/04
LUBRICANT,  BIO-
B AR LS B e T
BIODEGRADABLE

BID NO. RFQ 04-043

for the following listed

BID NO. IT12723-PJO
OPENS: 8/10/04
PRINTING, COLOR
BROCHURES

MANDATORY PRE-
BID CONFERENCE:
All  bidders MUST
attend a  pre-bid
conference on Thursday,
July 28, 2004, at 1:00
p.m. at the King County
Procurement Services
Section, 821 2nd
Avenue, Seattle, WA
98104, 8th Floor. Please
call Patti Oquist at (206)
263-4275 if you plan to
attend

BID NO. IT12724-PJO
OPENS: 8/10/04

FILE FOLDERS,
COMPUTERIZED

MANDATORY PRE-
BID CONFERENCE:
All  bidders MUST
attend a  pre-bid
conference on Thursday,
July 28, 2004, at 9:00
A.m. at the King County

OB Procurement Services
OPENS: 8/05/04 Section, 821 2nd
SUPPLY AND - Avenue, Seattle, WA
DELIVERY OF 98104, 8th Floor. Please
POLYMER FOR call Patti Oquist at (206)
DEWATERING 263-4275 if you plan to
OPERATION attend.
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¢iick on “Hemes for Sale.”

Areal estate broker or agent can show you the HUL: #
homes available in your community, help you complege

the necessary paperwork and help vou obtaina

thorough home inspection

=U retommends that anyone buying a home get a noms Mspect

Carrently, certain HUD hones will be oftered at o reduced
price 1 eligible persons that participate in HUD approved
lious g counseling m July 2004, pleasc call 888-297-8685
or visit www.hud.gov. For a list of available FHUD homes
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King County Procurement and
Contract Services Section
Exchange Building, 821 Second Avenue,
Seattle, Washington 98104-1598

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed bids for the following Contract will
be received by King County at the King
County Procurement and Contract Services
Section, Contracts Counter, 8th Floor
Exchange Building, 821 Second Avenue,
Seattle WA 98104, until the time and date
stated below.
Contract Title:
Upgrade

Mathews Pump Station

| Contract Number: C43061C. . .

Bid Due Date/Time: August 3, 2004 /

2:30 PM

Cost Estimate Range: $6,660,000 to
$7,000,000

Bids received afier such date and time will
not be considered. Bidders accept all risks
of late delivery, regardless of fault. Bids
properly received will be publicly opened
and read in the Procurement and Contract
Services Section conference room on the
8th Floor of the Exchange Building.

King County is not responsible for any
costs incurred in response to this Invitation
to Bid. i

The work under this Contract includes
modifying the pump stations existing
Mechanical System which includes
replacing, adding and modifying pumps,
shafts and VFD's; demolition of exiting
pump and appurtenances, existing Odor
Control Enclosure; modifying existing
water system and hydraulic power units.
The work also includes modifications to the
pump stations Electrical System which
includes Demolition of 4,160V switchgear,
generator, ancillary equipment, pump
motors, starters and related equipment;
480V generator, switchgear, motor control
centers. Installation of a replacement
system including a 4160V switchgear and
separate load bank, generator, pump motors
starters and related equipment; 1,000kVA
4160/480 dry-type transformer, 1,500kVA
4160/480 dry-type transformer, 480 V
switchboards, Motor Control Centers
(MCC), and control system. Construction
of a new structure to house portion of new
electrical system; Demolition of and
replacement of existing instrumentation
and control system; New field equipment;
Miscellaneous structural upgrades; and
Landscaping. The location of work is at
Matthews Park Pump Station, 9310 Sand
Point Way NE, Seattle, WA.

A pre-bid conference will be held at the
site, on July22, 2004, at 10:00 a.m. to
discuss the work, pefmit requirements and
bidding forms and procedures. Attendance
by bidders, subcontractors and suppliers is
strongly encouraged. A site tour will be
conducted immediately following the
conference.

Bids shall be submitted in accordance with
the Contract Documents. Bids shall
constitute offers to King County which
shall be binding for 120 days from the date
of bid opening. King County reserves the
right to reject any bid, any portion of any
bid and/or to reject all bids. King County
further reserves the right, but without
obligation, to waive informalities and
irregularities. No bid will be considered

unless accompanied by a bid guaranty
(certified or cashier's check, surety bond, or
postal money order) payable to King
County in an amount not less than five
percent (5%) of the Total Bid Price.
Contract Documents may be obtained at the
Contracts Counter of the Procurement and
Contract Services Section on the 8th Floor
of the Exchange Building during normal
business hours, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - §
p.m.

The following non-refundable purchase
fee(s) must be received before documents
will be provided: Contract Documents Fee
$75.00; Other Reports $15. ALL FEES
MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE IN THE
FORM OF A CHECK, MONEY ORDER
OR CASHIER'S CHECK MADE
PAYABLE TO KING COUNTY. NO
CASH, CREDIT OR DEBIT CARDS
ACCEPTED. DOCUMENTS MAY BE
PICKED UP AT THE CONTRACTS
COUNTER, OR SHIPPED VIA UPS
GROUND C.0.D., FOR THE SHIPPING
CHARGES ONLY, AT THE
REQUESTOR'S EXPENSE.

This information is available in alternate
formats for individuals with disabilities
upon advance request by calling 206-684-
1327, TTY Relay: 711.

The following identifies the types of
subcontracting opportunities that may be
available on this Contract and is provided
only for informational purposes. Augercast
Piles, Metal Fabrications, Fiberglass
Reinforced Plastics, Doors & Windows,
Finishes, Equipment Supports (New Bldg,
Generator, Pumps, Underground Storage
Tank, Mechanical, Electrical, and
Instrumentation & Controls.

Refer to Section 00120 for full discussion

of the application of the non-discrimination
and affirmative action provisions to
subcontracting opportunities and the other
non-discrimination and affirmative action
requirements the Contractor shall comply
with.

APPRENTICESHIP REQUIREMENTS
King County has established a minimum
Apprentice Utilization Requirement of
15% for this Contract. 15% of the Labor
Hours actually performed on this project
shall be worked by Apprentices. Included
within the Apprentice Utilization
Requirement are individual Apprentice
Hiring Goals for persons with disabilities,
economically disadvantaged youth,
minorities and women. The Contractor
shall be required to fully comply with the
apprentice hiring requirements established
for this Contract and the requirements set
forth in Section 00120.

QUESTIONS

All questions regarding this solicitation
shall be directed to: Tina Phipps, Contract
Specialist at 206-684-6744, TTY Relay:
711, Fax: 206-684-1486, or
tina.phipps@metrokc.gov. A bidder may
be asked to put a question in writing. No
verbal answers by County personnel will be
binding on the County. King County is not
responsible for any costs incurred in
response to this Invitation to Bid.
Additional information may be found at the
Procurement and Contract Services Section
website:
http://www.metrokc.gov/finance/procurem
ent/rfp_rfq_itb/new.asp
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HIV/AIDS Remains Top Global Health Challenge

By George E. Curry
NNPA Editor-in-Chief

BANGKOK, Thailand
(NNPA) — Scientists and health
leaders around the world have
diagnosed and developed vaccines
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Farm-fresh fruits an
vegetables and more!. |

COLUMBIA CITY

FARMERS MARKET

4801 Rainier Ave S
Wednesdays - 3 to 7 PM

WEST SEATTLE

'FARMERS MARKET

' California Ave & SW Alaska
Sunidays - 10 AM to 2 PM
Free parking! Food stamps accepted!

More info.-at 206-632-5234 or
www.seattlefarmersmarkets.org.
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for many dreaded diseases. More
than two decades after the
discovery of AIDS, however,
experts have learned a great deal
about it — even to the point of
-developing life-extending
antiretroviral drugs — but have yet
to conquer the quickly-spreading
Hy pandemic. Every day,

dl approximately 14,000 people are

infected with HIV for the first time.

“AIDS is unique in human
history in its rapid spread, its extent
and the depth of its impact,”
according to UNAIDS 2004 annual
report. “Since the first AIDS case
was diagnosed in 1981, the world
has struggled to come to grips with

. Now, more than 20 years
later, 20 million people are dead
and 37.8 million people worldwide
are living with HIV. And still,
AIDS
destroying

expands  relentlessly,
people’s lives and in

many cases seriously damaging the
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‘Seattle,

Danee’s Attic is

Da'hefé"s Attic

Located across the street from TT Minor Elementary on
: " 18th-and Union.

clothing boutique featurmg, Tango, Mariella
Ferrettu Solini and many other name brand

Danee’s Attic also offers Hats by
Jack McConnell, S’ new , Sylvia and Miss
Joyce. o f :
~ Danee’s Attic is proud to offer official
Tvler Derry Merchandise featuring MADEA

- (Talking key chains and DVD's / VHS)

Opexc Mo thea Sat. 70:30 an to 7:00 po
PH:(206) 322-8808

18th Ave
WA 98122

Seattle’s most unique

Su1ts
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subject to normal credit approval.
*As ranked by Speer and Associates, Member FDIC

..Specializing in plus size clothes”

pre—

(Bbank.

Five Star Service Guaranteed @

K(2268) muacmm*

No closing costs
Easy application & less paperwork
Borrow up to 125% of home’s value
Payments as low as interest only
Fixed-rate loan option

“The 4.00% variable APR is available with any new or existing U.S. Bank checking account, loan to value (LTV) of 80% or less and credit limit greater than $50,000. Higher rates apply for
higherdban to values. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will vary at Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal. As of July 1, 2004 the varibie rate for lines of credit is Prime - 25%
to Prime + 2.75%. The APR is 4.00% to 7.00%. There is a floor rate of 3.99% APR. The rate wil not exceed 25% APR. An annual fee of up to $30 may apply after the first year.
fixed-rate loan option fee of $50 is waived for the first loan. Offer is effective for new applications taken by Augu
Property insurance is required. Interest on amounts exceeding 100% of the avaiable equity is not tax deductible. Consuit your
thededucnbiwy of interest. Rate subject to change. Some restrictions may apply. Home equity loans and lines of credit are offered through U.S. Bank National Assodiation ND.

ust 13, 2004 and the account must book by September 13, 2004 Offer is

fabric of society.”

Human  immunodeficiency
virus (HIV), the infection that
causes AIDS (acquired immunode-
ficiency syndrome), occurs when
the body’s immune system is
weakened by HIV; it eventually
develops diseases and cancers.

Sub-Saharan Africa has less
than 11 percent of the world’s
population but almost two-thirds of
the people living with HIV - 3
million people. The most affected
group, between 15 and 49 years
old, represents more than 30
percent of the population in
Swaziland and Lesotho. In
Botswana, the infection rate for
that age group has risen to 37
percent.

For women, the data is even
more devastating. Every country in
Africa for which data is available,
women ages 15 to 49 represent
more than 50 percent of all HIV
infections, according to UNAIDS.
In Angola, Burundi, Malawi and
South Africa, the figure is 59
percent. It is 60 percent in Uganda
and 65 percent in Kenya.

Consequently, life expectancy
is down in many African countries.
Between 1990 and 2002, life
expectancy declined from 53.6 year
to 36.3 years in Lesotho, from 56.6
to 33.9 in Zimbabwe and from 47.4
percent to 32.7 percent in Zambia,
according to UNAIDS.

In the United States, one-
quarter of the 850,000 to 950,000
people living with HIV or AIDS do
not know their HIV status. African-
Americans represent 12 percent of
the U.S. population but about half
of all new HIV infections.

A report made public here
observes, “According to the US
Centers for Disease Control, the
proportion of AIDS cases among
adults and adolescent women in the
United States has more than tripled
since 1985. The epidemic has
increased most dramatically among
African American and Hispanic
women. Together, they represent
less than one fourth of all women in
the US; yet they accounted for 80

. The $50
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Nelson Mandela Wants Everyone to Do More to Stop AIDS

Photo/Greg McNeal

percent of AIDS cases reported
among women in 2000.”

The report, titled “Women and
HIV/AIDS: Confronting the
Crisis,” was issued by the Joint
United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the United
Nations Development Fund for
Women (UNIFEM) and the United

Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA).
Experts at the recently

concluded 15th International AIDS
conference here acknowledge that
the prospect of developing and
marketing an effective vaccine is
not in sight, certainly not within the
next two decades, and say that the
clinical trials now underway are not
expected to yield any dramatic
advances toward a cure.

Most of the sessions at the
AIDS conference focused on
expanding prevention efforts and
treatment of HIV/AIDS. When it
comes to treatment, there is no
universal agreement on the best

approach.

President Bush has given
preference to abstinence-only
programs. Some experts hail what
they call the ABC approach -

“Abstinence, Be faithful and
Condoms.” Others champion their
version of CNN - “Condoms,

Needles and Negotiating Skills (for
women).”

Neither approach has been
widely  adopted.  Prevention
programs reach fewer than one in
five people who need them. A
comprehensive approach could
avert more than half =29 million —
of the 45 million new infections
projected by 2010, experts say.

One of the great stories in
health has been the lowered cost of
life-extending antiretroviral drugs.
The price of the drugs has
plummeted from $10,000 a year
per person in 2000 to several
hundred dollars a year, according to
the General Accounting Office
(GAO). Still, HIV/AIDS experts

2004 OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES

STARSor SUMMER

AT THE SKAGIT
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ENTERTAINMENT IS OUR GlAME

No Service Charges when Purchased at the Casino Box Office.
Just 1 Hour North of Seattle | I-5 Exit 236

Concerts performed rain or shine. Concert guests must be 21 or older with valid ID.
No refunds unless performance is cancelled and not rescheduled.

DISCO MANIA

STARRING

KC & The
Sunshine Band
Village People

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

THE TRAMMPS FEATURING EARL YOUNG,
EVELYN “CHAMPAGNE” KING, MARTHA WASH

August 8th, 7pm

AN EVENING WITH

August 15th, 8pm

SKAGIT

SKAGIT VALLEY CASINO RESORT

Get tickets at theskagit.com | ticketmaster 206-628-0888

estimate that 5 million to 6 million
people need HIV treatment in low-
and middle-income countries. Only
7 percent — 400,000 — had access at
the end of 2003.

There is also the issue of
money.

A United Nations report says
global spending on AIDS has
increased from $1.2 billion in 2000
to $6 billion this year. Still, that
represents a 50 percent shortfall.
Estimates are that in order to com-
prehensively respond to the
epidemic, $12 billion annually will
be needed by 2005 and $20 billion
by 2007.

In a speech to the 17,000
delegates to the international AIDS
conference, former South African
President Nelson Mandela urged
everyone to do more. He said,
“History will surely judge us
harshly if we do not respond with
the energy and resources that we
can bring to bear in the fight
against HIV/AIDS.”

President Bush pledged last
year to provide $15 billion over
five years to fighting HIV/AIDS,
most of it going to Africa and the
Caribbean. United  Nations
Secretary General Kofi Annan says
the U.S. should be doing more.

“We hear a lot about weapons
of mass destruction. We hear a lot
about terrorism, and we are worried
about the weapons of mass
destruction because of their
potential to kill thousands of
people,” Annan said in an
interview with the BBC. “Here we
have an epidemic that is killing
millions. What is the response?”

The Bush administration says it
has donated about twice the
combined contributions of all other
nations, enough to treat 2 million
HIV-infected people, caring for 10
million HIV/AIDS victims and
preventing another 7 million
infections.

‘Despite its giving, the United
States was frequently and harshly
criticized at the international AIDS
conference. U.S. Global AIDS
Coordinator Randall L. Tobias’
speech was cut short by booing
protesters. When he spoke later,
Tobias said, “...$15 billion over
five years is the largest financial
commitment ever, by any nation,
for any major international health
initiative dedicated to a single
disease.”

Critics say the U.S. can afford
to do even more and that part of the
$15 billion is money that would
have gone to the selected countries
in other forms, such as direct
grants. They have also accused the
U.S. of sending the wrong signal to
the international community by
drastically cutting back on the
number of  scientists and
policymakers allowed to attend this
biennial international conference.

In 2002, the U.S. took 236
federal scientists to the conference
in Barcelona, Spain, where Heath
and Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson was shouted
down. This year, the
administration, citing financial
limitations, brought a delegation of
only 50.

Judy D. Auerbach, vice
president of public policy for the
American Foundation for AIDS
Research, says, “Limiting
attendance [in Bangkok] for what
seem to be political and ideological
reasons, draws into question how
seriously the USA does take the
fight against the disease.”

There is also a question of how
seriously Black leaders take this
fight. African-Americans are less
likely to be tested than Whites. And
because they discover the infection
later, African-Amerjcans have
lower survival rates. For people
diagnosed with AIDS since 1994,
according to the CDC, 55 percent
of African-Americans survived
after nine years, compared to 61
percent of Latinos, 64 ppercent of
Whites and 69 percent o
Asian/Pacific Islanders.

Some activists are pushing for
grater HIV/AIDS awareness among
African-Americans.

Phill  Wilson, executive
director of the Los Angels-based
Black AIDS Institute, says, “Black
leaders across the board actually
need to say, ‘This thing is killing
us.” It has to become a priority for

30

us.
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