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THE 'l'EST 

11\· ETHEL T OXE. 
-

f~d~ehre_)ok-On-the-I-J udson \va:; 
a ia 1no u , o ld. board ing school 
for )·oung \vomen. It \Vas a 
larg-e. g rand o ld school ; the fin­
t's t in the countrv. >lo one but . 
t h<.' n1 ost \vea lth v blue bloods of 
the c,1u11t r~· sent- the ir daughters 
there.] t \\'as si tuated on the banks 
o f the lo rdlv lludson. a fin e bean · -tifu l c> ld uliding, ,vhich remind-
ed c,ne of Colonial Da r s. Its -,\'icle broad \'eranclas, upported 
J,). n1as i \' e ~ to ne pillars : t he 
long ,,·i ndo,v. fro n1 the ceiling 
to th e floor ope11ed out on the 
,·crancla a nd gave a very pleas­
i 11~ effec t: the ba tnl>oo chair 
c1 nd :-.etees a rranged carelessly 
here an<l there on the ve ra11d.a : 
a ll s ugg-e tecl lux ur)· and ease. 

The l>eautiful flo ,ver garden 
a nd \,·e ll-kept la,,·n \Vere als<> 
a plea sing scene, \.vith the w ide. 
pou nded-sand drive,,·a)·s and 
,valks . On each s ide of t he ,valk 
,e t in quite a ways from these 
dri ve,,·ays played art ificial!)' 
car recl fountains. The ki lled 
,,·c, rk manship ,vas almost incon­
ceivable. O n one side ,,·as the 
car, ing of Aurora . and preceed­
ing- that ,vere dancing cheru­
hin, ~. As the ,vi n<l hle"v the 
lil,!h t 1nist to and fro in the 
brigh t , ,varm sunlight. it gav,; 
every indication o f a rai nbo \v. 

Tt ,vas a ,varrn dav in autu1nn. 
? nd the you ng g ri l • flitted here 
and there along the w alks. Some 
played tennis a n<l lJas ket ball in 
t he court near by : o thers were 
scat te red on the lawn, and some 
had cong regated and were t all<­
ing- in a very excited manner. 

It happened, that sa m e morn­
ing, t hat 'tvfiss G ra ha1n h ad an­
no unced in t he study ha ll, tha t 
a )·ou ng lady would arr ive son1e­
time that a fter noon, a nd ,votild 

occup~· a J)r i,·a te roon1. The fac t 
that she ,vould occt1p)· a private 
roo111 cau ·ed undue excitemeni 
as the g irls us uall)· had a roon1 
n1a te . 

"\\' ho is she?'' asked one g irl. 
' 'Oh, \\'e'll ha,·e to ,vait ancl 

sec . NI iss (_;raham i o <'c>nc ise 
abo ut e,·er)·thing " said one. Ju t 
as he fi n ished s peaking-, a yo ung 
g irl came tripping across the 
la ,vn. and ,vas hai led ,,·ith 1nan i­
f es t delight h~· a bev)· of g irl s. 

·'Oh. Rose. ,,·here ha,·e you 
L-een ?" thev exclaimed. -' ·Taking- a ,valk do,Yn the 
r<>ad:· a ns ,,·ered the :young lad)·. 
R ose Stah l ,vas a tall. \\'ell-pro­
portio ned g irl. with large hazel 
eye , and a quanit)· o f light. 
c he tnut hair. $he '"a light 
con1plexioned. ,vith hea,·y e)·e­
b1·c, ,vs, a thin s harp nose ancl :t 
o me,vhat large m outh. 

'·I' ll bet )'Ott ,vent to see if 
) ou could ee that ne\cv create re 
,vho is corn ing here," cri ecl P a­
tr icia L a no-ho rne. 

"T didn't, I do11't care anything 
about her. and )"Ott fo rget. ~f is. 
\\' right io rl>id • u to use s lang." 

"~o I didn't fo rget it. I ~im p­
!,· clon't ca re,'' he c ried ,,·ith :i -tt1ss of her prett)· head. 

Patricia ancl R o e n e, ·er een1-
ed to agree. If R o e affir1ned a 
s tatement. Patty pron, ptly re­
plied m o t emphaticall)' to the 
negati,·e. Patricia ,vas consicle r­
ecl ho,vever. o ne o f the n10::-t bri l­
lian t girl · in school. and he cer­
tain ly ,yas one of t he n1os t 
charm ing. he ,,•as a typ ical cat­
tlen1an's daughter, a nd possess­
ed a {)ai r of dancing blue eyes. 

She was a s o l) t inate as trie 
days a re long, and a per,,erse 
a t he ¥.1eatl1er, and as \.Vitt)' as 
T,vain, but a s s t aunch , and true 


