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Town Hall Meeting Of African.American Business 
' 

Owners To Be Held At Rainier Beach This Sat. 
In honor of Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King., Jr., the Western 
Washington Business Association is 

calli~g on all African American 
Business owners in Western 
Washington to attend a Town Hall 

Meeting thi; Sat., Jan. 16 at 10:00 
a.m. at the Roberson Performing 
Arts Center at Rainier Beach High 

School in Seattle. 
The Town Hall Meeting 

sponsored 'by Chris Bennett 

African-American Civil War Museum Expanding To Un:veil More History 

Enterprises (The Seattle Medium 
Newspaper and • Kris Bennett 
Broadcasting), The Black Dollar 
Days Task Force, The Central Area 
Chamber of Commerce, First 

• Thursdays, Arunga and Associates, 
Former State Rep. Dawn Mason, 
and Nat Jackson's Wellness Plus -
will focus on training . and 
meaningful employment for African 
Americans, ~e easement of 
redlining through credit scores, and 
opportunities for Stimulus dollars. 

Pettigrew (D- Seattle) Martin Ludm' 
King County Councilmembcr I.any 
Gossett. Seattle City 
Councilmember Bruce Harell, 
Tacoma Mayor Marilyn Strickland, 
Tacoma City Councilmember 
Victoria Woodards, Tukwila City 
Councilmember Joe Duffy, and ""' 
of Seattle Commissi~r Rol,ai 
Holland. 

By Pharoh Martin 
NNPA Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON (NNPA) -
Every year, an estimated 100,000 
people pour into Washington, DC 
and make their way to see the • 
striking "Spirit of Freedom" 
sculpture and the etched names of 
over 209,000 African-Americans 
who served in the U.S. Colored 
Troops during the Civil War. And 
yet, the associated museum where 
tourists learn about the story of how 
these heroic souls turned the tide of 
the war is the size of a very small 
one bedroom apartment. 

"It's not so much that we don't 
have much on display," said Dr. 
Frank Smith, founder and director of 
the African American Civil War 
Memorial at 1200 U Street. "It's that 
we have such a small space that they 

11 f • • 

can't en3oy tt the way they wa.uld 
like it." 

With only 700 square feet, 
Smith needs more room. And he's 
finally getting it. The fonner D. C. 
city councilman plans to relocate the 
museum to a bigger building in 
September; using a $5 million dollar 
grant he has been awarded from the 
District of Columbia city 
government. The foundation that 
oversees the museum aims to 
relocate into the city-owned 
Archibald Grimke Building, which 
has 2,500 square feet of potential 
display space and is directly 
adjacent to the memorial statue in 
Washington's historic Shaw 
neighborhood. 

The proposed site gives Smith 
the ability to expand exhibits and 
programs as well as take advantage 
of modem presentation technology 
such as touch screens and high-end 
audio-visual equipment. The 
museum currently has only 700 
square feet of display space, which 
is only enough room to · hold 10 
percent of the museum's elaborate 
collection of Civil War and 
Antebellum-related artifacts, 
documents, letters, photos iµid other 
historic keepsakes. ;when a bus load 
of students come to visit the 
museum is unable to accommodate 
everybody, some are forced to wait 
outside. 

The memorial, museum and 
namesake Metro subway station 
anchors the historic U Street 
corridor, Washington's longtime 
epicenter of Black arts and culture. 
P.B.S. Pinchback, the most well­
known Black soldier to fight in the 
Civil War, went on to live an 
affluent life as a brief stint in 
Louisiana as America's first Black 
governor and then as a 
philanthropist in Washington where 
he earned the moniker of the 
"Mayor of U Street". 

Ironic~1ly, the Shaw 
• neighborhood that U Street is a part 
of is named after Robert Gould 
Shaw, the White Civil War general 
that the all-Black 54th 
Massachusetts regiment made 
famous by the 1989 movie, "Glory". 
The Academy Award-winning war 
drama ignited public interest in the 
topic of Blacks in the Civil War. 

"Before that movie most people 
weren't even ·aware that Black 
soldiers fo~ht for the Union army," 
Smith said. 

Harry Jones, the museum is 

"This Town Hall meeting very 
well could be the most important 
one in recent memory," says Chris 
H. Bennett, chairman of The Seattle 
Medium Newspaper Group and the 
Z-Twins radio stations and co­
facilitator of the event. "All of 
Washington benefits from African 
American economic inclusion, yet 
stimulus funds sent to Washington 
State are not reaching our business 
owners in ways that bri~g and 
sustain equity." 

"In keeping with the principles 
... of Martin Luther King, we are 

focused on the ideals he put forth not 
• oiity for civil rights but he gav~ his 
, !lfe also for "silver rights,'' added 

Bennett. 
• According to organizers, Chris 

-Ou;;!',vin; ,111.J ,tn;; D,;;111u11;u1, h;;l1 

Legislature, Regional and Local 
Elected Officials have all been asked 
to attend. Many African Americans 
elected officials have already 
confirmed their attendance, 
including: State Sen. Rosa Franklin 
(D-Tacoma) State Rep. Eric 

"We need to know•how Federal 
Stimulus funds are being disbunell 
in ways that bring ecooomic 
recovery to African American 
businesses and families," said Dawn 
Mason, co-facilitator of the evcnl. 
"And we need to know how our 111k 
officials, at all levels, n hoklina 
financial institutions in recieipt ef 
TARP funds accountable to ow 
com.munity." 

The Western WasbingtCNI 
1

African American Business 
Association· is fonned • . exists for 
the purpose of this cooimon inlel'elt, 

. during these challengina times. 
"All African-AmcricM 

community niembers are weaca.ne 
·to attend," said Bennett. However, 
we need as many business~• 
possible to stand united with us · a 
we address these concerns wilh ow 
elected officials. 

Till:» I:» IIUUU\ \IIC Q;VIJUIIIIII, 

well-being and preservation· of lhc 
Africa American Community, 
period,'' concluded Bennett. 

Senator Rosa Franklin _. 
Representative Eric Pcttia,cw a . 
co-chairs of the event. 

Former D.C. Councilman Frank Smith shows artifacts that reveal truths about the service 
of African-American soldiers during the Civil War. NNPA Photo. 

County Council Approves Creation Of 
Child Care Center In County FacUlty: 

curator, is more critical of Glory's Emancipation Proclamation was 
glaring historical inaccurate also displayed at the museum for 
portrayal of dates, events and the five days at one point. 'That 
regiment itself. For instance, the document was essential to nationally 
54th Massachusetts was depicted as outlawing slavery. 
a regiment of uneducated runaways, ~ . ..Blacks. whe fougat ,in-,the Civil 
when in reality a majority of the War have been a long time passion 
soldiers were free-born men, ~ome for the J-6-year city politician. He 
who came from • independent first learned about the U.S. Colored 
militias. Troops four decades ago as a Civil 

"Glory was completely false,". Rights organizer. As a• student at 
Jones said. "In the movie's final Morehouse College fo Atlanta, 
battle at Fort Wagner, the producers Smith became a leader of Atlanta's 
claimed that the 54th Massachusetts student movement and a founding 
regiment was completely wiped out member of the Student Nonviolent 
and that the fort was never taken. Coordinating Committee, known as 
That couldn't be further from the SNCC. He dropped out of school his 
truth. The regiment lost ten percent junior year in college . so that he 
of its men in that battle and the fort could do civil rights activism in 
was taken seven weeks later." Mississippi and Alabama. While 

He calls the movie an registering voters in the Magnolia 
advertisement, not a documentary, state, Smith met an NAACP worker 
on the subject. Academia and the whose great-grandfather served in 
general public were operating out of the U.S. Color Troops. That was a 
ignorance, he says. revelation for Smith. At that point, 

"I tell them the story that's quite Smith had no idea that Blacks 
different than what they've been fought for the Union army. He spent 
hearing," Jones said. the next 40 years studying the 

A typical belief is that African- subject intensely and collecting 
Americans in this time period were Civil War-related memorabilia with 
agents rather than just victims. But, the idea that a museum would come 
an 1865 sketch titled "Federal Army along one day. 
Entering Richmond" by White artist The Georgia native made his 
Joseph Becker depicts the fall of the mark on the Civil Rights movement 
Confederate capitol depicts the until 1968 when he moved to the 
Union troops entering Richmond - Nation's Capitol to become a 
all with dark faces. researcher on education and 

The museum uses primary planning issues. His w~rk led him 
source • pictorials to share that into community politics where he 
experience, a variety of photographs served on his neighborhood 
and documents. It also uses first- advisory board, and later, a term on 
hand accounts from artists and the city's Board of Education in 
journalists through artistic 1979, which came after a failed run 
renditions and news articles. for the City Council. In 1982, Smith 

A stand out in the collection is again ran and won a seat on City 
an actual 1834 bill of sale for a Council. He remained a councilman 
young Alabama girl. An original for four consecutive terms. He got 
Abraham . Lincoln-signed_ his chance to start the museum in the 

mid- l 990s when the Council needed 
something to compliment U Street's 
then-proposed subway station. 

Today, the African-American 
Civil War Museum's founder works 
the phones to get funding-to keep the 
museum's lights on and educating 
curious patrons about Blacks 
fighting in the Civil War. 

"Most of the tourists we get are 
young people," Smith said. "They 
are college and high school students 
and they knew it took this. War is 
brutal. But on the other hand, 
fighting to save your family and 
fighting to save your community 
that's something that you can hold 
on to. Three out of four people listed 
on that wall were slaves." 

The memorial's 9' 1/2" bronz.e 
statue, "Spirit of Freedom", was 
sculpted by Ed Hamilton. The 
award-winning sculptor also 
designed renowned monuments 
such as ·the Amistad Memorial in 
New Haven, Conn., and JQe Louis 
Memorial statue in Detroit, Mich. 
The front. side of the statue shows 
three armed Black Civil War 
infantry soldie~ and a sailor. The 
back side shows a family seeing a 
soldier off to war. 

The 209,145 names on the 
memorial's wall come from the 
official records of the Bureau of US 
Colored Troops at the National 
Archives. The names also include 
7,200 White officers who 
commanded Black troops. 

"People naturally just associate 
the major important monuments 
with the National Mall," Smith said. 
"People ask," Why isn't this on the 
Mall?" And we took that into 
account when we built it. But our 
job was to put something up . here 
that . was valuable enough to be on 
the Mall but not be on the Mall." . . 

On Monday, the King County 
Council unanimously approved the 
construction of a child care center in 
the County's Chinook building. The 
adopted legislation authorizes the 
Executive to execute a 20-year 
covenant with the city of Seattle for 
~edicated child care space along 
with authorizing a 20-year sublease 
with Northwest Center to provide 
the child care. 

The Chinook Building, which 
opened in 2007, houses Public 
Health, the Office of the Public 
Defender, the Department of 
Community and Human Services, 
the Office of Information Resource 
Management, and ·· the Finance 
Division. During its construction, 
the County reached an agreement 
with the city of Seattle that allowed 
the building to have additional 
floors without paying added 
development right costs. The 
County received a waiver from the 
city because it agreed to implement 
certain features that benefit the 
public. The child care center is the 
result of that agreement. 

"Finding quality childcare can 
be a daunting task for families in the 
downtown core," said 
Councilmember Larry Gossett, the 
sponsor of the ordinance. "When 
we voted to build the, Chinook' 
Building, we decided that we were 
going to make space for a childcare 
facility. Through the partnership of 
King , County, city of Seattle, 

Northwest Center and die 
developers, Wright Runslad and· 
Associates, we will make dlis 
childcare facility a reality in the vay 
near future." • 

"When the Council approwal 
building the Chinook buikling, I 
advocated for the building to inchNle 
child care space, and our vole tOllay 
brings that vision lo reality," ..W 
Councilmember Larry Phillips. '1t 
will be so beneficial for Kina 
County employees and families ef 
all income levels to have access IO 
childcare right in the downtown 
core. Northwest Center has • • 
excellent reputation and will provide 
quality care to all children inchadillt 
those with disabilities." 

The interior of the chikl ea 
center will be nearly 7,000 ~ 
feet with an additional 2,900 ~ 
feet of outdoor play area. It is . 
expected that the facility will be able 
to provide child care for ·up to 60 
children, and the agreement betMell , 
the County and the city of ScaUle 
reserves 20 percent of the 8".ai...,._ 
slots for low income families. 

Northwest Center will openlC 
the facility,. serving children ft'OIII 
infants (6 weeks) to preschooltn, 
with and without developmcnlal 
disabilities. The organi7.ation will 
pay $0 base rent for 20 years, but 
will be responsible for costs 
associated with the county's exterior 
maintenance of the area, s"'h • 
outside window washing. 

Log on to 
seattlemedium.com 
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SAFEWAY,, .. 
Ingredients for life.® · 

SATURDAY& 
SUNDAY ONLY! 

Rancher's Reserve® 
Boneless Beef Round Steak 
Extreme Value Rack. Or Rump Roast 
$1.99 lb. SAVE up io $2.80 lb. 

f ' .. 

599 , Fresh Atlantic Salmon FiUets 
• . Farm Raiseil. Color Added. _g Unqer2-lbs.$6.99 '.b. 

Organic or Conventional 
Jumbo Navel Oranges 
SAVE up ID 511 lb. 

Progresso Traditional or 
Rich & Hearty Soup 
18.5 to 19-oz. Selectedvaneties. 
SAVE up to S1;38 

Safeway Refreshe• 
Water 
24-pack, 16.9-oz. 

Sel«mtell 11:.trif:llies 011 all 
_your favurite iuico rtrinllS! 

Pa1ticipating brands Include O~ean Spray, Mott's, V8 Red, 
_., . ' _V& Fusion, I.angers, lzze, Minute Maid, Juicy Juice, 

• Welch's Jµlce, and Propel Powdered Drink Mix. 

ggc . 10·1b. Bag Russet Potatoes • I SAVEuplo$4.00ea. ----

Minute Maid Orange Juice 
64-oz. Chiled. Selected Villieties. 
Club Plice: $2.00 ea 

• M 5 p;rfi;ipati!Y,j Items must t,, seamed ,m puthased lo a slngle 
lril15aciiOn Will jlllll'Qoo Clrll. ~ Items may not t,, available lo alt s1ores. Olfff valid 01/13/2010 tllru 01/19/2010. -==~ 1..., ilr 

• TlCNI.Sal!HIS of EVERVDAV LOW PRICES ... It's right on the tag! --
Easy to understand value. 3 '!.t •· • AND GREAT CLUB CARD $PECIALSI 

JANUARY 
mmmmmmm 
WK1 1"I.M Ml IAl IUN .... 1\1111 ' 

~ i1 this ltd !JJOO through 
Janu.wy 19th All UMITS ARE 

SE-M PER HOUSEHOLD, PER DAY 

ALL LIMITS ARE PER HOUSEHOLO, PER DAV 

il>Ts&!\<11'"" •!lie .i • .,,.,.~ I 1-•-, 1~,Jal,ay 13:lw l""1a'1 . .mn119, 2010.M!llgt,,:J yoor Salr1e1s1t,e0!1ly tl),;,,e; wdea'os.r01,..,M IISbtltaro.Saes • "1ai ~•"''"'""'·""''\j)·,t1 
>illmlfllll'""ill\'s:IJI (i-""1t:lel01sar,lii!n!rraybe"1iledm•l!ectb...:tt1y.Sa!€sctr,odoc!san•irilgeinar,,~-•~'lll>...,,.,,.imladC'/"' tl1r-l>ll!J~ 
orpj;"A'ai11Tors.Wereso-,.l!lerV(~OOT!Olll1MB0""1S.Otli<J'(Ooa.G<!OoafflerBCQ)iolfer,,"""1'<(<ustjLmlO!tllleli'stiei,lo,.,...lllea,mlle,nlne.OOOOoli"8:Jlnolll2p,,:e"'1es.loo~a 
S,'1/erll!i!I :udias.>l. llel~'IJP»ac4e> M>1<1a:llms' mc,as "'lb<usa:lt•llJtct,;:;oj~OL,. noloo !fee (err,;, lmloct~llt:f :><dla1ecil.<JLQl,,'"(ll,erwiire res1".t< IJ'll! Ol!l> l'>:U.-

00 !!t '"'"""..,, .. •tor,. lb irqta,a;,,;_n""'8ol 52gal<m lbiWOI SMl.-rr,s.1~. li!j,,m ,11..-..i Sa!ew,y ~,Sill).¢ 2010 Sa!""11lr,. 

I ENTERTAINMENT 
Movie Review: The Book Of Eli 

Denzel Washington stars in the film The Book of Eli • 

By Dwight Brown enabled him to imbue this what?Denzel Washington is apt 
NNPA Film Critic formulaic screenplay with depth at making molehill characters 

(NNPA) - It's the end of the of emotion or thought. His into mountains, but his enigmatic 
world, as we kno'IV it... characters are cliche, leaving his portrayal of Eli is two-

Road Warrior, Waterworld, fairly talented cast with little to , dimensional; he's either ultra 
The Postman, The Road, I Am work with. Scenes drag and violent or devotedly religious 
Legend ... Post-apocalypse films characters have far too much with few shades in-between. 
are a dime a dozen, so what dialogue for a film that is Gary Oldman, a consummate 
makes The Book of Eli so essentially an action/thriller. No actor wl].o can make an antagonist 
different? Not much, except an back-story explains why Eli has a fiendish, memorable villain 
evangelical subplot that is not almost super-human fighting (Hannibal), never gets under the 
strong enough to be this film's skills or why he is so saintly. The skin of his Carnegie character. 
savior. script has one unique plotline, as Mila Kunis, as the 

To quote the protagonist', Eli the third act unfolds, the story twentsomething waif who tags 
(Denzel Washington), "It's been focuses on the power of religion along with Eli, seems aimless, 
30 ,years since the flash." For in developing moralistic like Lindsay Lohan set adrift at a 
three decades this sullen, violent societies. But, what should be a nightclub. 
anti-hero has been "heading very _ ·,.,111 , inspirational Don Burgess' 
west,:;with a prized possession in moment, as written and directed, cinematography never shines. 
his knapsack. The streets of the feels trite. Production designer Gae Buckley 
U.S. are desolate, except for Allen and Albert Hughes, aka gives the film a dull taupe look. 
other . survivors/vultures who The Hughes Brothers, built their Sharen Davis, who did wonders 
rape, pillage and search for reputation at age 20 on their with~ costumes for Ray and 
precious commodities like water. debut film Menace II Society, a Dreamgirls, is in part sabotaged 

Whenever roving marauders daring interpretation of inner-city by the work of the make-up artist 
attack Eli, he defends himself life that struck a chord. Their and hairstylist. Dingy "Urban 
with knives, swords and guns, follow-up film, Dead Presidents, Outfitter" clothes, smudged faces 
killing and maiming with a had equal swagger. Subsequent · ,; and matted hair make the 
precision that is remarkable - niovies, From Hell (a Jack the supporting cast look like 
unless you're in a far-fetched Ripper biopic that bombed) and fugitives from the Michael 
movie. A leader of a gang, their controversial docutfi_entary . Jackson video Thriller who were 
Carnegie (Gary Oldman), covets American Pimp (a one-sided look recruited from Hollywood and 
the book Eli hoards. He sends his at the world's second oldest Vine. 
adopted daughter Solara (Mila profession) were almost career January is regarded as the 
Kunis) to seduce the interloper, to buzz killers. Their direction on graveyard month for bad~to­
no avail. Eli's mission is to save "Eli," though not a total mediocre films that could not 

• his prized bible for a greater embarrassment, does not enhance compete with summer 
good, and he ' ll fend off the their reputation. Elongated, blockbusters or the autumn line­
unyielding attacks. Can he ' unimaginatively staged scenes up of Oscar® contenders. The 
survive? Can he save a vestige of crash into each other. Action Book of Eli, compared to other 
humanity? sequences lack innovation. post-apoc~lypse films, is not 

Gary Whitta, a videogame Bullets fly through the air like necessarily D.0.A., but it's got 
writer, entertainment journalist rain, but Eli is rarely hit, while one foot in the grave. 
and comic book author, has his shots find their targets; is that Rating: * ½ 
become .a screenwriter and because the villains have bad 
nothing in his background has depth of perception, or 

Halle Berry And Boyfriend Bypass Airport Line 
MONTREAL (AP) 

Canadian police said Friday that 
it was wrong for one of their 
officers to whisk Halle Berry, her 
model boyfriend and baby 
through airport security at 
Montreal's Trudeau airport. 

A constable at the airport 
decided to let the couple pass a 
long line after a spur-of-the­
moment request on Monday by 
Gabriel Aubry, a Quebec model 
who is Berry's boyfriend and 
father of her 22-month-old 
daughter, Nahla. 

"The (boyfriend) of Ms. 
Berry asked if they could g~ 
faster through the line because 
they were late and they had the 
baby," said Insp. Jimmy 
Cacchione, who heads the 36-
member unit that patrols the 
Montreal airport. 

"The officer took the 
personal initiative to allow them 
to go through the line faster, but 

that's not something the Montreal 
police supports." 

An embarrassed Montreal 
police force issued a directive to 
its officers Friday, urging them to 
avoid a repeat of the episode. 

The officer involved will not 
be reprimanded and the police 
airport unit will institute stricter 
rules for the future, Cacchione 
added. 

Berry's agent Toni Howard 
was not immediately available 
for comment. 

Journalist Marieve Paradis 
said she spotted the actress and 
her family bypassing a lengthy 
security lineup while other 
passengers waited for hours to 
get to U.S. Customs. 

''It shocked me that we were 
waiting in line, and there were 
other babies and other children;" 
Paradis said from Los Angeles, 
where she lives. 

"Monday \\'.as chaotic at the 

airport, people were anxious and 
people were nervous and 
everyone was scared to miss their 
flights." 

Paradis, who spotted Berry 
again seated in the .front row of 
the same Los Angeles-bound 
flight she was on, questioned in 
her blog Friday why a police 
escort would have been 
necessary for the power couple, 
who own a home north of 
Montreal. 

'Tm not sure people from 
Montreal are very happy to learn 
that their money from their taxes 
is used for escorting celebrities." 

_Paradis said she barely made 
the morning flight herself after 
arriving three and a half hours 
ahead of departure as a result of 
heightened security checks at 
airports across the -globf since a 
foiled terror attack on Christmas 
Day. i 
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I,. eatt e rea Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebrations · .• ... :.;_-:.: 
Congressman John Lewis 
To Keynote King County 
Annual MLK Celebration 

Congressman . John Lewis (D­
OA) will be the keynote speaker for 
the 23rd Annual King County Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 
to be held on Thurs., Jan. 14 from 12 
Noon to 1 :00 p.m. at the Paramount 
Theatre - 911 Pine Street in Seattle. 

Often called "one of the most 
courageous persons the civil rights 
movement ever produced," John 
Lewis has dedicated his life to 
protecting human rights, securing 
civil liberties, and building what he 
calls the "Beloved Community" in 
America. . 

The event will also feature 
music by Quinton I. Morris. Morris, 
the founder of the Young Eight 
String Quartet, has performed solo 
and chamber music in the United Congressman John Lewis (D-GA) 
States, Europe, and the Middle East. 

This event is free and open to 
the public, n0 RSVP's are required. 

For more information, please 
contact Kamilah Brown, Legislative 
Aide to lc;ing, County 
Councilmember Larry Gossett, at 
(206) 296-1002 or 
kamilah.brown@kingcounty.gov 

The Millionair Club 
Charity Honors 

Diversity on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day 

On Mon., Jan. 18 The 
Millionair Club Charity, a non­
profit committed to serving 
Seattle's. working homeless 
community, will host its first annual 
Martin .Luther King Jr. Day 
celebration from 9:30 a.m. - 11 :30 
a.m. at The Millionair Club Charity 
dining room, 2515 Western Ave. in 
Seattle. 

·' The event will be a.cw.,lwttion 
of Dr. King's dedication t~ward a 
society where those that were often 
disenfranchised and isolated from 
the mainstream had the opportunity 
to achieve their dreams and live a 
dignified existence. 

The event will feature 
members of the Seattle community, 
including guest speaker 
Congressman Jim McDermott and 
other local . dignitaries, West 
African storytelling dance 
performance by Ocheami, followed 
by . a buffet-style breakfast 
sponsored by. Schwan 's Home 
Service of Auburn, and keynote 
address by James D. Bible, 
President of the Seattle King 
County NAACP. : 

Black Business 
Rally In Olympia 

The Community Coalition For 
Contracts and Jobs (CCCJ), The 
Truckers Consortium, The 
Contractors Development and 
Competitiveness Center (CDCC) 
and African American business 
owners are encouraging everyone to 
participate in a MLK Day Rally on 
Mon., Jan. 18th at 3:00 p.m. on the 
north side of the Capitol Building in 
·11ympia. 

The purpose of the rally is to 
bring • attention to the under­
utilization of Black-owned 
businesses in the state. Participants 
will be encouraged to visit their 
legislators and request that the State 
of Washington cease the 
discrimination against Black-owned 
businesses, the State's Minority 
Business Utilization Report will be 
available at Garfield High School 
during the Seattle MLK Celebration 
on Monday, Jan. 18. 

Carpools will leave Garfield 
beginning at 2:00 p.m. 

For more information, call 
(206) 353-5770. 

To Advertise 
Call 
206 
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FAMED COMPOSER AND MUSICIAN BERNICE 
JOHNSON REAGON KEYNOTES 36Tn ANNUAL 
sec DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. EVENT 
Songtalk illustrates 'Singing as 

the Communal Voice of the Civil 
Rights Movement' Celebrated 
compo_ser and musician Bernice 
Johnson Reagon will keynote the 
Seattle C_ommunity Colleges' 36th 
Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Celebration 12-1:30 pm 
on Friday,_ Jan. 15 at Mount Zion 
Baptist Church - 1634 19th Avenue 
in Seattle. 

Dr. Reagon has been a major 
voice for freedom and justice since 
the Civil Rights Movement evolved 
in the I 960s. A student leader in the 
Albany Movement in Georgia, she 
was a member of the original 
Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) Freedom 
singers formed in 1962, and a 
founding member of the Atlanta­
based Harambee Singers in 1966. 
Music has remained a constant in 
her life. In 1973, as a graduate 

student of history at Howard 
University and vocal director of the 
DC Black Repertory Theater, she 
formed the internationally renowned 
African-American women's a 
cappella ensemble, Sweet Honey in 
the Rock. She led the group until 
retirement in early 2004. 

Dr. Reagon will present a 
songtalk, "The Reason I Sing This 
Song: Singing as· the Communal 
Voice of the Civil Rights 
Movement," and will respond to 
questions from schoolchildren at the 
conclusion of her presentation. 
Award-winning gospel group 
'Royalty," directed by DaNell 
Daymon, will also perform. Emcee 
is KIRO-TV news anchor J\ngela 
Russell. 

The Seattle Community 
Colleges annual Community 
Celebration is free and open to the 
public. 

323-3070 fhotography by Randy Goodman 

Annual Seattle MLK Celebration To 
Take Place At Garfield On Jan. t 8 
For the 27th straight year, the 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 
Committee will be sponsoring a 
special salute to the legacy of Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Mon., 
Jan. 18 at Garfield High School in 
Seattle. 

The festivities will begin with a 
series of workshops sta[\ing at 9:30 
a.m. The workshops will cover 
issues of great concern to the poor, 
minorities, workers and other 
disadvantaged folks living in Seattle 
and Martin Luther King, Jr. County. 
At 11 :00 a.m., a huge community 
rally, featuring great speakers and 
entertainers, will kick off in the 
Garfield Gymnasium. The 
celebration will culminate with a 
massive "People's March" 11t 12:00 
noon with thousands of part.icipants 
marching in unison from Garfield to 
the Federal Building in downtown 
Seattle. 

"This year's grand tribute to Dr. 
King is proving to be one of the best 
organized affairs ever and thousands 
of folks. from throughout the 
community have indicated that they 
plan to participate and 1 urge all of 
you to bring family, neighbors and 
friends and join us~ for • our 
workshops, rally and march! '" said 
King County Counci Iman Larry 
Gossett, Chair of the MLK Jr. 
Celebration Committee. 

"The theme for this year's 
MLK Birthday Celebration · 1s 
'Justice Now! Health Care 
Housing, Jobs and Education ,: 
added Eddie Rye, Jr .. long-tir~e 
community activist and member of 
the MLK Organizing committee. 

For further information about 
the 2010 edition of Seattle's 
birthday salute to Dr. King, please 
call (206) 296-1002 or (206) 786-
2363_ 



PAGE 6, THE SEATTLE MEDIUM, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2010 

CHURCH & SOCIETY 
I ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE!! 

Walker Chapel A.M.E. Church 
"A Church For All People" 

. :::t Jl ;_ -l- i~- r - ~,- jV< ,_. _ .:• 

day :,Scl\QO 9:t'0 .am 
,_.,. ' . . . .,y· 

. . • ' ' . 
day Worsllip: .Jl:00 am· 

.. _~ \ " . . ' ,""'I 

~ · .. '' 

s. Bible •• • • ' 
~· ' ,/. 

:.t. 4-;k~;,,. 

206-325-8468 • 206-324-7558 Fax 
800 - 28th Ave. S. email: wcamechurch@yahoo.com 
Seattle, WA 98144 website: www.walkerchapelame.org 

FIRST A.M~E-:.. • 
. ;, • -,::~ . 

. J> 

Worship Service ....... 7:30 AM & 11 :00 AM 

Pastor Prayer Service .......... 12 noon & 7 PM (WED) 

Carey G Anderson 
& 1522 14th Ave. Seattle, WA 98122 

First Lady Phyllis, (206) 324-3664 • (206) 324-0622 FAX 
Gcarring • Aurlcrnon website: www.fameseattle.org 

Also visit FAME South (Kent Satellite) 
Emerald Park Elementary School, 11800 S.E. 216th St. in Kent. 

Sun. Worship Svc: 9:30 a.m. 

NEW DIRECTION MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURGH . '' • 

,,,,. ""'( ;:~r.-,.' • 

Sunday School... ............................... ... 10:00 AM 
Worship Service .......... ..... .................... .11 :00 AM 
Wed., Prayer & Bible Study ................... 6:30 PM 

Thursday .. ..... Noon Day Prayer 

Rev. Matthew J. Thornton 
Pastor 

755 S. Homer St. 
Seattle, WA 98108 

(Georgetown) Sis. Nel Thornton, 1st Lady 
--- - ------------------------! 

Phone: 206-763-2151 
Email: secndmbc@aol.coi:n . 

Fax: 206-763-1128 

Supt. Ja.::nc:a E. Hiclu 
~.utderi'P1r:cc 

!it 

Mgy. Helen B. H.icka 
?ln~'.Jl:y 

Tueedzy 
Praya & Bible.Bawl 

Unity Church of God in Ouut 
8302 Renton. Ave S. 
Seattle, WA 98118 

206-723-3636 

buy 
$\\llU')'" School 
~Wonmp 
EvenmgWcmbip 

9;Si0Altl 
11:00AM 
7:00PM 

Praya 7:00 PM 

Dnanuy 
Family Enruihmmt 

(To ,.~-4) 

1 Bible: Study ?;00 PM 

Love• l nher;tancc •Forgiveness• Encouragement 

SUNDAY 

William 'H. Harper 
Senior Minister 

Bible School: 9:15am Visit us on the web at: 
Worship Services: 10:30am & 6pm w-.scocseattle.org 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 12200 59th Ave S- Seattle, WA 98178 
7pm (All Ages) Office: 206.725.2790 I Fax: 206.723.4599 

!Bishop A~ L. Hardy Academyj 

Bi~hop A. L. Hardy, Th.D. 
,. Pastor & F·ounder 

REGISJRAJIQN OFFICE 
3208 S. Hanford Street 
MQNDAY CLASSES 

Biblical Marriage & Family Counseling 
7- 9pm 

TUESDAY CLASSES 
8:00AM- 1:00 PM & 
5:00 PM • 10:00 PM 
ROSE OF SHARON 
ACADEMIC CENTER 

4130 Rainier Ave. S. 

Information 
(206) 725-4271 

Fax Academic Dean 
(206) 723-7879 Attorney Phillip Aaron 

_In Loving Memory Of 
Joseph Johnson, Jr. 

Joseph John~on, Jr. died on January 12, 2010. Joe was born 
in St Louis, MO moving to Seattle in 1950, and graduating 
from Garfield High School in 1952. Joe joined the U.S. Air 
Force following graduation, making a career of the military -
retiring after 20 years. 

Joe was preceded in death by his mother Lilly Johnson; 
brother R.J. Brown; and sister Fannie Crump . . 

Left to mourn his memory are his wife Wilma Harris­
Johnson; children Jonathan Johnson, Jeffrey Johnson, Denise 
Gentry and Lucretia Johnson; 11 grandchildren; 8 great­
grandchildren; sister Shirley Johnson; nephew Rick Brown; 
nieces Sherry Johnson and Pamela Johnson; and a host of 

• cousins and friends. 
Viewing will be from l :00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Mon., Jan. 

18 at Bonney Watson - 1732 Broadway in Seattle. Funeral 
Services will be held . at hl :00 a.m., Tues., Jan. 19 at First 
A.M.E. Church- 1522 14t Avenue in Seattle. 

Tune In To 
The Truth Radio Ministry 

featuring 
Rev. Dr. Samuel B. McKinney 

and 
Rev. Ruth Saunders 
Sundays at 8: 30 AM 

Only On 

- I I 
i ' 

I 

1620 AM ... 1560AM ... 1420 AM 

Church Announcement Policy: 
The Seattle Medium accepts church announcements 

on a weekly basis. All announcements are due by the 
Monday prior to publication. All announcements on this 
page are broadcast on The Heaven Bound Train every 
Sunday on KZIZ 1560 AM, KRIZ 1420 AM and KYIZ 
1620 AM. All church announcements heard on the radio 
must originate in The Seattle Medium. 

All fees for church announcements must be 
submitted prior to them being published. For more 
information please contact our business office at 206-323-
3070 ext 107. 

• GREATER NEW BETHEL 
,' 

Missionary Baptist Church 
"Let's Go Forward In Faith Together." 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
Sunday School ............................ 9:30 AM 
Worship Service ...... : ..................... 11 :00 AM 

Prayer & Bible Study 
Wednesday 
Midday Bible Study, II :00 am 
New Members Bible Study 6:00 pm 

___ _, Evening 7:00 pm 

Pastor Dana Mcclendon Jbursday 
Youii,' Ministry Fellowship and Bible Study Thui:s., 7:00 pm 

5279 Rainier Avenue $outh 
Phone: (206) 725-0490 

' ' ,,, ' . - t , -~ 

6) 324"6 775,~ ,Office,. .(206) 324:.1077 "'. F 
www.m~i~onpark~Wrthofchristorg 

'-00 ""'- , .,;.~' !;;. ~.U:'¢'. . . • . Iv - , ;/Ii-. 

Brother 
Thomas R Martin Jr., 
Minister 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday 
Bible Study 
Morning Worship 
Evening Worship 

Wednesday 
Bible Study 

9:30AM 
10:30AM 
6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

Qbituar.v 
Colonel Ernest B. ·Johnson USA (Ret.) 

Colonel Ernest B. 
Johnson, USA (Ret.) 85, of 
Seattle, passed away on Mon., 
Jan. 4th, at Harborview 
Medical Center, surrounded 
by family. 

Devoted husband, and 
loving father, his family 
always came first. He will be 
greatly missed. 

He was born in Carteret, 
New Jersey and grew up in Wilmington, N.C. where he ' 
graduated from Williston High School. He married Shirley 
Robinson on September 5, 1950. He was a graduate of 
Hampton Institute (now Hampton University), the U.S. ·Army 
Command and General Staff College, and the United States 
Army Artillery School. He was an all-around athlete at 
Hampton playing on the football, basketball, swim teams, and 
was captain of the athlete club's tennis team. He returned to 
Hampton Institute as a Lieutenant Colonel as its first graduate 
to serve as a professor of military science. 

He served 30 years in the United States Army and retired at • 
the rank of Colonel. He originally left teaching high school to. 
enlist in the Anny, rising rapidly through the ranks and 
receiving a direct commission in 1950. He served in the 
Korean War as a First Lieutenant in the field artillery, and was 
attached to the United Nations delegation during the exchange 
of prisoners at Panmunjom. Duiing his career he held 

• assignments in Washington, Oklahoma, West Germany, New 
Jersey, Virginia, the Presidio in San Fraiicisco, and Hawaii. He 
served two tours in Vietnam, . the second as a Battalion 
Commander. His last assignment was a return to Fort Lawton 
to serve·as Post Commander and Senior Military Adviser to the 
124th Army Reserve Command. During his career he was 
awarded several decorations which included the: Legion of 
Merit, Army 'Commendation Medal, Bronze Star with Oak 
Leaf Cluster, and the Air Medal. 

After his retirement he served veterans and seniors at the 
City of Seattle. He was Program Coordinator at the Seattle 
Veterans Action Center (SEAVAC) where he assisted returning 
Vietnam veterans. In 1983, he ~arrre the Director of the 
Mayor's Office for Senior Citizens where he continued his 
long career of service. 

After his second retirement in 1990 he volunteered at the 
Central Area Senior Center, pursued his love of golf, and 
enjoyed 'cruising' the oceans with his wife. He was an active 
member of Fir State Gglf Club, and the Royal Esquire Club. 
He was also a member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity. 

He is survived by his adored wife and best friend for 60 
years, Shirley, six adoring children Muriel Gibson, Ernest. 
Johnson (Lynda), Janice Rapier, Angela Hunter (Michael), 
Shirley A. Johnson, and Vincent Johnson, 16 beloved 
grandchildren, five great grand children, and a host of relatives 

• and friends. He was preceded to the next life by his mother and 
step-father, Janie and Johnson Canty. 

In lieu of flowers; the family requests that donations be 
made to Hampton University. 

A viewing will be held from 2 - 8 p.m. on Thurs., January 
21st at Southwest Mortuary. A funeral service will be held on 
Friday, January 22 at 11 a.m. at Mount Zion Baptist Church. 
He will be interred at Arlington National Cemetery. 

TO ADVERTISE YOUR CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL 206-323-3070 

Sunday School... ....................... 9:30 AM 
Worship Service ....................... 11 :00 AM 
Prayer Service ........... 7 - 7:30 PM (WED) 
Bible Study ........... 7:30 - 8:30 Pm (WED) 
Broadcast Ministry: 4 PM to 5 PM (SUN) 

KRIZ 1420 • KZIZ 1560 • KYIZ 1620 

Pastor Garry L. Tyson 
& Wife Mrs. Tyson 

You're invited to worship here ... 
Where everyone is welcome! 

126 -15th Avenue - Seattle, WA 98122 
(206) 324-6688 • (206) 323-8715 (FAX) 

website: www.GoodwillMBC.com 

Rose Of Sharon 
Pentecostal Church 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
Church SchooL.9:30am 
Worsnip Hour ... 11:15am 
Sum;fay Evenlng ... 7:00pm 

Wednesday Evangelistic 
Service ..... 7:00 pm 

Prayer Saturdily al Noon 

~~~l~f (}fl~ C " • • \Jil~l~[l~1{it11(~t\/ 
:·i(\:~!;:;.•' ., :<'i~2:2•:9972.c:'\;'. ,' ·.;':-"~~;:::,'~. 
->~::.1~~t, ~.-:,. . . ..... f.~~~~::.-:·:=~=-:-. ::,,;..:.-;._:_:;;~~;...,,,:.~·~~~ ~~: . .<:~~ :; : . :r~~:·~-:~2:::~ 

4103 Rainier Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118 
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The Original 

llome of the Aul hl'Jltk Cheese Steak 

Get Your Grub On!, 
3019 MLK Jr. Way So. 

Seattle, WA 98144 
Hours: Monday - Saturday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
(Across The Street From Franklin High School) 

Available For Deliveries and Catering 
(206) 723-PHIL (7445) • FAX (206) 723-8978 

-- --- - ---- ------------------1 

Rolling, Rolling, RolHng back the prices. 

!l.nnun, the 

j Wednesday and T~ursday Only j 
: Relaxer Touch-up : 

$49.00 (R:eg. $80.00) 

Shampoo & Curl 
$25.00 (Reg. $ 38.00) 

Shampoo & Flat Iron 
$45.00 (Reg. $ 55.GO) 

r I l>e Allitudes i 
1 <, :1 >r !1,1 O\ er 25 yrs ! 
1 r1c ri~ncc in creaing: high ! 
I · 1 -;, ! •ii ...11 :;igr ·-,. [ 

Color 
$35.00 (R~g. $45.GO) 

Some restrictions may apply. 

Call now, and schedule your appointment. 

206 870-7699 
22604 Marine View Dr. S., Des Moines, WA 98198 

~-
I - • _, _ ...• --

Serving 
Seattle 

Since 1986 

4- iv,lil}' With A Gentle Touch " 
r o- Children and Aduhs 

1•"uc • Implants • Dentures 
x.1cie Sedation e Sat. Appts. Available 

I' actept most insurance 
, ~!!_He assistance programs 

1 f HH'ntl\ iocated-in Columbia Citv 
~ 

, ',11 rnna ~t .• ~uite #2U L Seattle, WA 98118 

' ;r ,t~; Carl (206) 723-7848 

··_;To ·•-., 9) N UAI\,1AH, P.C .. 
- urrners At LaH-

• ., ;'11mrcd Person, For Over 25 Years 

~ -'\u•n .\rcidentf- -

•· \\ rorwtul Death ~ 
~· iedwi1l Malpractice~ 
- Head/Back lnjurie~ -

~ L & I Claims ~ 
~ Slip & Falls~ 

~ Criminal Law -- Nicholas A. Nuamah 

., ree Consultation • No Recovery, No Fee 
Hospital & Home Visits 

~ Bankruptcy (Ch. 7 & 13) - Low Fee ~ 

(206) 386-0303 
500 Union St., Suite 520, Seattle, WA 

LEN-CAN, INC. 
.BUILDERS 

~W&I\J1111111Plti9it91\JD11i\•iit9m'•-
, •r1srrucriar, Solution.~ 

·, , ,_. ,.,.;,,., ,,1 ml Reside111ial Client.\ 
r • 

t·;i•1, ~,egntiatn!I< ri~.is .Jolls 

I " •:in• l :mpr"Y" !ll<'ll t S 

" '! lh1 •, i11 t·,, \v, :u cl 
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Has Ob~ma Kept His Promises To Bl~cks? 
By Hazel Trice Edney 
NNPA Editor-in-Chief 

WASHINGTON (NNPA) - On 
Nov. 3, 2008, an important 
telephone conference was held in 
Black America. That was the day 
that then candidate Barack Obama, 
on the eve of his historic election to 
the presidency, promised African­
American leaders and representa­
tives across the nation that if elected, 
he would never forget that Black 
people are specifically and 
disparately hurting from social ills. 

"Everyone under the sound of 
my voice understands the struggles 
we face. Everyone understands the 
fierce urgency of now. You all know 
what's at stake in this election," 
Obama said on the teleconference, 
covered by the NNPA News Service. 

He mentioned crime, civil 
rights, education, health and the 
economy as just a few of the 
categories in which African­
Americans are clearly in worse 
statistical categories than any other 
race. 

" I mention these issues because 
this community, our community, the 
African-American community, 
during these challenging times, 
suffers more than most in thi ~ 
country." he said . "Double-dig it 
inflation. double digit 
unemployment, stagnant wages. our 
kids are more likely to drop out, 
more likely to be in jail. more likely 
to die. We 're going to have to do 
better. And if we continue the 
momentum we've seen actoos . thi~ 
country over the last several wo:ck~. 
we can do better.·· 

But. one year after his historic 
election - which has often been 
described as the fu lfi llment of !ht' 

"dream" of Dr. Martin Luther King 
, Jr., has now President Obama kept 
his campaign promise to the Black 
community'? 

Political . observers pondered 
this question in anticipation of the 
National King Holiday on Monday 
and the Jan. 21 anniversary of the 
historic inauguration. Some say that 
Obama. who enjoys studying past 
presidents for thei r »1isdori and 
leadersh ip styles;" especially 
Abraham Lincoln. shou ld learn 
lessons from some - especially 
Lyndon B. Johnso;, 

President Barack Obama took the oath of office a year ago after 
crediting Black people for his election. But, some question 
whether he has kept his promises to African-American voters so 
far? 

the way back to Abraham Lincoln 
(who is credited for freeing Black 
slaves with the Emancipation 
Proclamation) and come all the way 
forward to Bill C linton (who 
established the White House's first 
rare oftice), presidents have felt that 
g iven the d ifferential socio­
economic status of Black people, 
that they had to at least considc 
doing something special." 

Thomas N. Todd agrees. The 
wtcran civil rights lawyer. who wa~ 
former president of the Chicago 
chapter of the Southern Christian 
Leadership lnnkrsm.c and 
Operation ptlS!-f, says past 
president~ have olkn listened to 
civil rights leaders who ultimate!) 
influen ed polic). 

During World War II civil rights 
leaJer A. Philip Randolph put 
pressun.. n President Franklin 
Delano Ro..,se,clt to include Blacks 
in an executi ve order to make sure 
they got • contracts. That was 
executi ve order 88-02, he cited. Dr. 

Ai(}pg p~t .. p~e:i.;.urc1 on Pr,esident 
'L:¥tbdon Jolmsou to issue e1t.:utive 
order 11-246 to tnake sure th1t 
Blacks were protec ted agam:,t 
employment d1scnmina:;J1· 

"Then, although Lrndon b. 
Johnson was a friend of the l'--egrn 
when Dr. Kmg disagreed \~1th hnn 
on Vietnam. he challenged tmn. \',·· 
need to learn the lessons from 
histor):· Todd said. "What B!act., 
must do no,, is separate m 
i:,residenc\· from the person 3n .; 

sep .. .-alc the tnSlltUlIOn frorr: ,h, 

• tndi\ idual. There are only thre, 
branches of gl'\'emment arid if , <'l' 

concede the presidenc, \I\ 1thm,t 
puttmg pressure on the pn;:s1de1 . 
\H, \"C l'l5t 

Rev. Al Sharpton of the National 
Action Network, have expressed 
disappointment at what they view as 
Obama 's lack of attention to issues 
that are disparately damaging in the 
Black community - especially 
joblessness. 

Tile latest example happened on 
_ riday, Jan. 8, the same day that the 
Bureau of Labor Statics announced 
its new monthl y jobs numbers, . 
showing that the Black 
unemployment rate had risen from 
15.6 percent to 16.2 percent and that 
the White unemployment rate had 
fal len from 9.3 percent to 9.0 
percent, still under the average rate 
of 10 percent. 

In a televised speech on jobs 
and clean energy that day, the 
president briefly paused from his 
focus on the progressing health care 
bi ll and his refocusing on the "war 
on terror" in order to speak 
publically about the jobs situation. 
But, he again fa iled to mention the 
fact that while 1he average 
11nemployment rate held at 10 
percent, the Black unemployment 
rate continued to creep upward to 
record numbers. 

"The jobs numbers that were 
released by the Labor Department 
this morning are a reminder that the 
road to recovery is never ~traight, 
and that we have to continue-to work 
e\ery single day to get our economy 
mO\ ing again. For most Americans, 
and for me, that means jobs. It 
means whether we are putting 
people b:ick to work," he said. 

Bu,, Walters says he has 
reviewed executive orders that 
President Obama has promulgated 
since he's been in the White House 
and he does in fact consider race in 
certain decisions - just no t 
oenaining to Black people. 

One executive order mandated 
that heads of executive agencies 

governments. Another mandated the 
increased participation of Asians 
and Pacific Islanders in federal 
programs. He also told the Hispanic 
Caucus that when their 
unemployment number reached over 
10 percent, that was not j ust a 
problem for Hispanics, "it was a 
problem for the nation." 

Walters argues, " It seems to me 
that you can' t have it both ways. You 
can't announce a policy which says 
in affect that 1 'm not going to do that 
and on the other hand write 
executive orders that in fact does it, 
which means that he 's got a problem 
with us." 

Looking at the depth of issues 
in the Black community, Walters 
says he would not have expected 
major change so soon, "but at least I 
would have wanted a president who 
would make sure that his statements 
are moving in that direction." 

Others feel that it is much too 
soon in Obama's presidency to make 
such judgments. " We cannot rush to 
judgment," says Gary Flowers, 
executive director and CEO of the 
Black Leadership Forum, a loose 
knit coalition of 32 major Black 
organizations which meets with 
Obama administration offic ials 
every month. 

But, Flowers, who was on that 
Nov. 3 teleconference, warns that 
African-Americans must and will 
wield their political savvy if the 
·president does not follow through 
with his promises. 

'"We are early in the 
administration. Yet, Black people 
are among the most sophisticated 
voters in American H istory as 
evident from the l 960s to the 
presence. Democracy percolates up. 
Therefore, people must hold 
politicians accountable to their 
promises as a matter of c1v1c 
engagement." 

On that Nov. 3 telcconfcrcncc, 
Obama was clearl y hat-in-hand in 
front of the Black community, which 
he credited for having brought him 
throu/Sh the Democratic nomination 
and to the threshold of the historic 
electlon:- ' 

···•rn ~9ur ca'mpaign i's a live and 
thriving ... And mainly it's because 
of an energized African-American 
community. You have done this," he 
said. 

Now, they can only hope that he 
will keep faith with his promises for 
change: 

''l'm convinced that not onh­
are we going to change this country, 
but we' re going to change thi s 
community," he said on the phone 
that day. ··we're going to change our 
sons, our daughter~. our 
grandchiidren, ho,\ the: look at 
themselves. We're going to 
transform barriers tn the world . 
We're going to change the hearts 
and minds of people around the 
world. That's a powerful thmg . 
That's more powerful thal' any 
policy out there and an) 

" ln so far as he has announced a 
position of public rolic:-, which says 
that he is not ta!-ing ethnicity into 
consideration, this beli es the 
approach of prel'ious presidents like 
L\'ndon Johnson and obviously his 
re lationship to Dr. King, who 
actually. l think \\as won over by Dr. 
Kmg," says pol1t1cal sc1ent1sr Dr. 
Ron Walters. Johnson ulrimately 
signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the Voling Rwhts Act of 1965. 
'"!Johnson) was pia1 mg with race at 
first. But. I thmk nc came to believe 
that ne had to ao somethmg special 
for Arnca11-r\mer1-:,,11s. And one 
su~gcstwr, \\ J' :h,H It was the 
pre,cure tnl' t"~ on ii right5 
n,O\ crncnt 1°u1 ,1 11 •1 

Somt! prom111ent Black leackrs 
includmg Acto; Dann) Glover. Bt.. 
.le.11ous of the NAACP, Marc \.1on ., 
of the National Urban League. tr« 
Re,. Jesse Jack ·on ol t11e 

Rambo\\ Pl.'SH Coaltt1on, and tni.:: 
consult with Indian tribal governmental prograri. •· 

\.valter< contmllt'. "l ( you go all 
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Federal Appeals Court Rules Convicted Felons 
Can Vote In Washington State 

(NNPA) - The Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals last week held that 
\vashrngton State's law denying the 
vote to people with felony 
convictions is racially 
d1scnminatory and violatP.s the 
Voung Rights Act (VRA). 

··This landmark ruling 
recognizes that racial discrimination 
in Washington's crimina l justice 
system has infected the State 's 
political process," said John Payton, 
LDF director-counsel in 
a statement "The result is that Black, 
Latino and Native k n erica persons 
convicted of felonies in Washington 
are disproportionately denied the 
right to vote." 

The Court found "compelling" 
evidence that "in the total 
population of potential 'felons' .. . 
minonttes are more likely than 
Whites to be searched, arrested, 
detained, and ultimately 
prosecuted. If those decision points 
are infected with racia l bias, 
resul ting in some people becoming 
felons not just because they have 
committed a crime, but because of 
their race, then that fe lon status 
;::.mriot, under section 2 of the VRA, 
d1~;qua!ify felons from voting.'' 

The State d id not d,,rmle this 
- cmpcli ing evidence. 

1\s i' resuh of\Vastlllli;lOn·s law. 
:J. nercclli 0f Blad, •nen and l :: 
~er,·1 ,1 of the' ·mire Blad. 

) ' 

Afri can Americans, Latinos and 
Native Americans represent only 12 
percent of Washington's population, 
but comprise 36 percent of the 
State's incarcerated population. 

"The evidence showed that the 
rate at which Blacks, Latinos and 
Native Americans are convicted of 
felony offenses and consequently 
disqualified from voting is not 
reflebive of the ir actua l 
part1c1pation in criminal behavior, 
said Ryan P. Haygood, Co-Director 
of LDF's Political Participation 
Group. "These racial disparities tell 
a troubling story of minority over­
representation in the criminal justice 
system resulting not from any public 
safety imperative but rather from 
discrimination." 

Nationally, more than 5.3 
million Americans are denied access 
to the fundamental right that is 
preservative of all other rights. An 
estimated 2 million of the 
disfranchised, roughly 38 percent, 
are African-Americans. Main:;; and 
Vermont permit prisoners t,, vote by 
absentee ballot from priso,; 

Attorney G<:neral R..-b 
McKenna :md Sccrct,1r: ' ,·, /" <;ut<.· 

Sani Reed k,ve ,u IWll ' :( c-J ,;,.,, !Ile:~ 
vii !! ~pneal 1h~ dcr1::i 1 1 ~r ~, ,. l ;' . 
Suptl.'tne r 0" ', , . t.' 

1\1lc1•1 cnnJ ~:-- <; f1i 1.:t i ,~:,.1 

· , -,th 
reques1 ' ,!'._;. tne c • , ·1, 

decision ff,~ ' -, f ~-- ~· 1
, 
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ARIES appear to others what I kno\y mysclfio 
be. 

difficult dc<.:isions in the pre,cnl. 
Rearrange your priorities and decide• 
what arc the important things to you. 
Make a list. Write them down and ac1 
on it 11ow! Soul Affirmation: As 
chances Ct)llle 3rotmd again. J take 
advantage of them. 

Thb could turn out to be the most 
argument-filled week you·ve had for a 
while. Your f,,elings could be deeply 
hurt if you 1ry to fore,~ your sense of 
rightness df on :inyone else. Chill. 
Rcrn,:mbcr that in the past when 
p,·opk were cantankerous you could 
find pknsure in 11:11:urc, or animals. 
~oul Affin11,1tion: I put my chnnn to 
work for me this v-,cek. 

GEMINI 
Your dignity _and composure is a sure 
asset this w..-ck. Be Mr. or M,. Cool 
Breeze. ln touchy situations you have 
the ability to maintain a high le.vcl of 
emotional balance :md a calm 
disposition. Use these qualities to the 
fullest this week. You have the know­
how to re-direct negative feelings into 
a positive solu1 ion. Soul Affirmation: 

LEO 
You ure oflcn superb at ,,~,-reismg 
good judgment and rational decision­
making. Yet sometimes you arc rash . 
Flip to the observant side of your 
rnenrality this wed,. You will soon 
find yourself in. a ~ii:uation where there 
will he strife if you ,mi. not carefi.1l. 

Soul Affirma1ion: A che,-rful soul 
should be wrapp,:d in ;,1 che,·rful 
package. 

·c.,t:RllS 
Yonr good will. and intentions towards 
01bcrs will r1::,1r you an inhcritaiw,: of 
abundance and wealth. You will be 
blc~\cd wilh many good wishes and 
cnj,,y tkm in the company of :family 
an.: friend,. Soul Affirmation: I 

Sup,:rficiali1y is often the bi:st route to 
clarity. 
CANCER · 
Start this week to ma~e a difference 
for tomorrow. You <:an determine the 
prospcriiy of your future by making 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

James Bible 
Atlorney,At, Law 

Auto Accident. & Criminal DafenH 
Attorney-At-Law 

(206) 

354-8109 

Salon Dy' Als 
879 Rainier Ave. N. 

Ste. #A-105 in Renton 
206-772-0110 

Wonzel M. Mobley 
1001 Broadway #313 

(206) 
328-1042 

Little GoilenJ On The Hill 
"An Afrocentric GIA Stor." 

913 S. 11th St. In Tacoma 

253.593.4850 

I s;wk., ;t~IJ!PM9)]~§:i;\1mh11 :=.========:::: r'1\1!wW!!1.tiiBI%d\ll?el Showroom Open Mon. -Sat. 

;e2e;e!::~~i!~
I
~~ Raymond Hampton Jr. 1Elt11msu~-tll~~ 

Clayton vw Renton ARCHWAY Farmer's Insurance 
M 1 K Way So. 425_

687
_6322 Cleaning Service Group 

206-722-0204 Janitorial Supplies 31501 ;:,laoka 

425-931-5465 722-0313 

One Stop 
Custom Wheel & Tire 

7636 Rainier Ave S. 
206-721-2317 

Fax-206-721-2347 
Cell: 206-679-7 444 

Joseph "Pigg" Smitlvowncr 

BUD'S Muffler 

Family Affair 
Style Center 

3604 S. Genessee 
(206)723-2902 

DeCharlene 
Beauty & Boutique 
2108 E. Madison 

(206) 

322-8296 

Flower's Just 4-
U/Floral & Gifts 

2216 So. Jackson 

206-324-1440 

1801 Ra~!!:Ave. So. Wormwoods Columbia City 
(206) Hair Worl.s Fitness Center 

329-0666 1136 - 34th Avenue 5023 Rainier Ave. So. 

206-860-9676 (206
) 

I> BARBER StfOP.(2~~ I 'i=H=a=ir=s=t=u=d=i=o=5=7::::; 725-7894 

Paul's Custom Cuts 9259 57th Ave. s. I ~Jti'W1~R~f:~)'1PELl!/%f¾ l 
·9431 Rainier So. Teresa Ca~,tcr 

(206) Bob's Quality Meats 
722-7106 206-721-7244 

:l Fade Master's 
S ydni R.Owcns , Barbar/Stylist 

Best Choice In Town 
Meat bundles, all kinds ... 

•lean Pork Ribs 
•Hog Head Cheese 

ll'lfil~tS!IM!Pfi9-iftl1! 
Flyright Productions 

2306 E. Madison 
(206) 

860-9813 

Music Inner City 
Entertainment/Seattle 

TV Shows & Online 

Gordon Curvey 
Executive Producer 

I I 902 Interurban Pl So 
Tukwila. WA 

206-722-9160 
l\'Wll'.musicinnercity.com 

emuil:gcun·cy@ynhoo.co m 

" 5600 Rainier Ave. So. 

Salon Adidez 
3705 So. Edmonds 

206-725-3841 
•Lean Ox Tails 
•Louisiana Style Boudin 
•Hot or Mild Beef Sausage 

GF~I IH. \ LT\ 

Joau Owem 

i 

(206) 
852-0603 

. _ _ . -5' -.1 -~n!JJ~ :nccson 
H~gges Hait Quarter rtrHair Design 

4403 Rainier Ave. So. '" .J;,. 9250 57th Ave. So. 
(206) 

722-7481 

THIS SPACE 
RESERVED FOR 

YOUR BUSINESS! 

Gloria 's Barber Shop 
Now al Stephon'$ Barbor Shop 

3600 Genesee 
1,,.,) 

725-8115 
Stephen's Barber Shop 

3600 Genesee 
(206) 

725-8115 

Standing On Top 
Bairher Shop 

11805 Renton Ave. S 
206-772-77.87 

Seattle, WA 98 IJ 8 
www.EnnisTiceson.com 

Exclusive 
Persistant Image 

4851 Rainier Ave. S 
Seattle, WA 98Jl8 

Email: eybs@msn.com 

I , BEA!)TY s. HEAL!H. PROO!lcrs ·· I 
Something Smellable 

All Natural Beauty & 
Health Products 

7637 Rainier Ave S 
Unit C 

206-402-1986 

! > .i!1l\.B0lJ.'.IJQYJlF/fl;'$)i/'! 

The Palace Beauty 
Boutique 

Ii-._ __ _ -_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-,:::.::~ • 2301 So. Jackson 
Floyd's Barber 

3600 Genesee 
206 

725-8115 

Richard's Barber Shop 
15844 Pac. Hwy. So. 

206 246-0207 
';::::========;:: 

#209 r206.:.:ns;s9nt 
• ,_ ·=:\;::~-:i:::::::\\\t::}Yi 

Jean's Boutique 
2301 So. Jackson #210 

(2061 

322-4925 

I Ni'A~P"R~(j'.&ifA$HIQ~:~; I 
NY'S finest I' BEiO.UTY ~~Lqt-1;01'1 I 

· · Urbanwear Clothing 
Girlfriends Salon 

2218 So. 4th Place 
Rento, WA 

425- 255-4050 

Hair Studio Of Soul 
231 S. 4th Pl 

Renton, WA 98055 
(425) 227-8467 

Salon Lorache & 
Day Spa 

4901 Rainier Ave. S. 
206-722-0371 

Cary Ladd's 
Beauty Salon 

12405 Renton Ave s. 
206-722-1808 

E bony Designs 
1402 L Union 

(206) 

323-8776 
T,,na "Yasu" Montgomery 

C , • J>ntid,. t .xtentions, 
~ I l.,,,k,.( -.lor& !hla , rr, 

I\.: ·;fif,_C. 71-51!1 ~; 

!l:_~'.:~~~a@yahoo.com 

al .\,&,!;J,j{''<; !l,dr Design 

} er:,..,,,., , \ "''J 
1 :,1.J.:,o .,. vi son 

Store Locations 
Seattle - 7630 Rainier 

Ave South 
206-725-1400 

Kent -214 W. Meeker St 
253-852-5559 

Tacoma - 5502 Orchard 
St. W 

253-475-4342 

Jackson Cleaners 
2301 So. Jackson 

206-323-9060 

SPACE 
RESERVED FOR 

YOUR BUSINESS! 

I ' >i>A ; ., '.' C::AFE\¾J"'yf}'.Xt I 
Seattle Central Grind 

& Cafe 
2724 I::. Cher')· 

709-9902 

Cash Advance America 
306 • 23rd Ave., Ste 103 

4861 Rainier 
Ave, So. 

(206) 

725-1221 
We accept food stamps. checks, 

Visa, Mastercard, Cash 

Parnell's 
Grocery Store 

722 - 23rd Ave. 
12061 

324-0304 

Jackson Street 
General Store 

2723 S. Jackson 
(206) 

325-8016 

KEMAW 
Grocery 

1800 E. Yesler 
(206) 

860-6045 

Bob's Quality Meats 
4861 Rainier Ave. So. 

(206) 
725-1221 

Rainier Food 
Market 

4411 So. Mead St. 
206-722-2828 

TANA MARKET 
Op•n 7•m-llpm 

2518 E. Cherry Street 
206-322-3835 

206-850-5749 
I ' 

P'nul k a~•.0111 l t 
1.t:t-!II L(,tult ',•~·rnn·, ~ 1 

Paul Hm,romb 1 /: 

! 

!::=2=06=·=32=8=-1=5=27==!1 ;i 
RcSTAURANTS 

R&L Home of Goo:i 

Ba r•B-Que 
1816 E. Yos ler 

i 2Q6) 1'; 

322-0271 

Bill's Bodacious 
Bar-B-Q 

3813 NE 4th St. in Rento~ 

425-255-0535 

WILLIE'S TASH~ OF SOUL 
Bi\R-B-QUE & 

CUSTO~I S~tOKE HOU!i.E 

3427 Rainier Ave. So. 
206-722-3229 

Catfish Corner 
Cherry & MLK Way 

(206) 

323-4330 

Bob's Bar-B-Q 
911 S. II th St. In Tacoma 

Optn Mon. - Sat. 11 a , 111 . - 8 p.m. 

253-627-4899 
Jonathan Clark. Genrral Manae;"r 

This space 
reserved for your 

business! 

~==============:::.';::;::::;::::::;:::::;::::;:::==:::;:-;; 
lill I~~~~,,QU§~:h[; Semira's Grocery 

2601 E. Yesler 
206 ~24-4733 

Blue Stars Food 
Mart 

11463 Rainier Ave. So. 
206-772-0840 

Cell: 206-371-5564 

Andy Mengustu 
Owner/Manager 

Quick Pack 
Food Mart 

2616 S. Jackson 

Busy Bee 
Grocery 

5015 Rainier Ave. So. 
206-723-5259 

Gabby's Q 
Taste Of The South 

i2621 Renton Ave So 
SuiteD 

Seattle, WA 
Tue. - Sat. 11am - 8pm 

206-772-6110 

African American 
Veteran Group Of 
Washington State 

1122 East Pike, #1240, 
Seattle WA 98122 

(206) 720-7008 

National Ass. Of 
' Black Veterans ;-

23 10 S Jsci~son St., ~J·]. 

~-ie 103 SN ~ttle, WA ] 

(206) 329-2094 !~ 

• • 1 Q§_cmrn STORES ] [~ 

AruiJlwr lkc.QJ:!lJ:iU!!:!'.I ~ Damascus Pre-School & 
Childcare •94.~ •·~ Ramirr ,\Ve. ~u. ~ 

.. ,:r. ""1''>(; ,,i:.., ' 

~1- ,r ·11r. v~;t-._ 9n. ·14r. ' 

~ _ r_i,_J_s_, _s_~_o_-_1_s_o_o __ l [ ___ ~~} 
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VIRGO 
Just to prove to yourself onL:e again 
how lucky you arc you should fly into 
the face of bru:I predictions. Gamble 
thi;; ,wck in bnsins'S,;, rclaiionship,. 
love -something. Rt•main truly 
confoknt that things will come out in a 
way that will satisfy you. Sonl 
Aflirrnation: Change is my middk 
name. 

dirc,~tiom. Lcl yourself be sc<lUL'ed by 
the things that· interest you most. 
Concentrate 011 your affairs. Other, 
need you. but they .::an wait. Sonl 
Affirmation: J find a ;;ource of strength 
in some(Yne I love. 

you'll pick and (:hoosc what's real for 
you. Soul Affinrn1tio11: Clinging to the 
oU will inhibit my growth this wc,k. 
AQIIARHJS 
find mOLiv,ition within yourself to 
compkte H tusk ihat has been 
hanging :iround too k111g. You will 
want 10 play later in the week, 
and you'll foci lrnpµi cr then with a 
clear mind. Remember t11at you·re the 
hos;, of your .;,motions. SPul 
Affirmation: My imagination is the 
source of my happin,:ss. 
PISCES 

SAGITTARHJS 

LIBRA 
Move through your 
environments and festive o.::casions 
this week wiihout si:opping even for a 
little while to listen to rumors. Rumors 
are oil en untrne. i\ nd for goodness 
sake bdicve oul.y good 'things about 
friends and your lover. Soul 
Affirmation: I keep my eyes open for 
business opportunities this week. 
SCORPIO 

Being stubborn wo11·1 gel the job done. 
Work with others so ihey can w,xk for 
you. Y,mr ideas are not always the best 
ideas, sn don't push them too hard this 
week. You might find yonrsclf in an 
awkward position with no olli,:s. Give 
in to your emotional needf and don't 
be afraid to let y,m gunrd down. Soul 
A ffirma1ion: l lei go and lel the spirit 
tD.kc control. 

This week will bring a kndenGy tu 
dwell on i.l past bttray;i l. Yo 11r feeling~ 
of suspi{'.ion arc w,,ll foun(kd. 
However. do not pcr~ona!ize it. Work 
against the harmful ,1ct but not against 
the' pcrscin who committo:d ii. Soul 
Affirmation: l am whc1t 1 consistenily 
do. 

CAPRICORl'i 

Keep focused. Your energies arc likely 
to be spread out thi~ week. Your 
attention is likely to he pulled in many 

Your selt~L'onfidence is making you 
glow all over! People .ire 
attracted to your outlook this week. 
and you may bs'. deluged with offors. 
S,)me may not be sincere, but. trust 
your fabulous instincts and 

COl\1MUNITY BUSINESSES 
.. '""-:::''-:-- ,;=.:.: ' ,, ,)'-.; ''-$:"~Mw,:::.,.'f::' 

Abe & Dex's 
Barber Shop 

7565 Renton Ave. So. 
Abe Winston/Dexter Pollard 

(206) 722-7290 

Wilson's Barber Shop 
324- 25th Ave. So. 

(206) 322-9622 
Jerry's Barber Shop 

17921 108th Ave. S.E. 
Renton, WA 98055 
425-235-6917 

Open 7 days 

Hair Studio 57 • 
9638 - 54th Ave. So 

Seattle, WA 
Tr-"Sa Carter/Owener 

206-721-7244 

Stalin's 
Barber Shop/Salon 

5609 Rainier Ave. S. 
Seattle, WA 

(206) 722-2070 

Meleree/Stylist 

I· ,, ,COMMUNICAT,IOt,i!' /,.•) I 
Clarkcomm Wireless 

2301 S, .Jackson 
s,,. H . 

! ~~·,:)f"fj, '· ~f; · .... , 

J20~1-:?~•;-ap4f c ~th.·, .. 1 
~.,-

1 

I {' •;;r.k".-.n:nuP• !'H-'t11n11.~~, i-, ,r: 

\~:,!3l.,IU~€!WEA9r;(;~LO~\0 

Salon Vibe 
4547 Rainier Ave. S. 
Seattle, WA 98118 

(206) 722-VIBE 

Hair By Boyce! 
2921 E. Madison, Ste. 1 

Seattle, WA 

(206) 860-7011 

Fatou Brading Salon 
2202 S. Jackson 

Seattle, WA 

(206) 324-1622 

ExodusSalon 

9437 Rainier Ave.So. 
Seattle, WA 98118 

206-725-3820 

Alpha Hair Design 
1623 E. Jefferson 

Seattle, WA 

(206) 322-7418 

Tino 's Pizza 
9435 Rainier Ave S 

206 723-9955 

L•'- 1 , 111. r 

: , ;I; ms BIDS ·>~ms . 
. • ,"'_,· ,j'..,.. ,.~·· 

~<Pl~ r- ( 01 'l\'T' 

\\,\ST!llliGT()I>; 

"0 I 1c· 
BIDl)ER' 

'.)c:1!e:d bab \\ I ii 

recencd b~ the Kmg 
Loumy Procurement 

t I '. {,-r, • 

OPL ' ~""- l ~~ 2,:. 
\\ ORK. ORD!::i•'.· 
B<\SE'.) REAL 

I 
I 

MiMi Nails 
.9254 57th Ave S 

Seattle, WA 98118 
206-588-1902 Salon 
206-458-1307 Cell 

Taste Of Louisiana 
11831 Renton Ave. S. 

Seattle, WA 

(206) 772-1652 

Gregory Nunn, Agent 
State Farm Insurance 
200 Roy St. Suite 102 
Bus.: 206-284-9700 

Roll X Salon 
2513 S. Jackson 

Seattle, WA 
(206)726-1185 

' 
From Roots To Wings 

Early Childhood 
Development Ctr 
306 SW 146th Street 

Burien, \VA 

(206) 246-7544 

b1tt~.Y-~JNG£ft09~llfiil 
MR.CHEAP 

MOVING 
425-290-9700 
heymrcheap.com 

l~i ~JlQ~E~ltP~~tf~~I 
UNION MARKET 
2101 E. UNION 
SEATTLE, WA 

98122 
206 322 9 - - 090 

Tana Market 
2518 E. Cherry 

Seattle, WA 

(206) 322-3835 

I ittttM2!Js111:r§BitKm 
A Lifestyle Limousine 
1748 - 312th Street 

Federal Way, WA 

(25~) 951-5227 
wW'· .allfesty!ellmousine.com 

~t:0 f.i tt lemediurn.co"". 

Rivi -f h l.__, 

-,INTER: 

Arr C.ond\tionmg & Heatmg 

Services Section. 3rd 
Floor, 401 Fifth Avenue, 
Seattle, WA 98104, 
until 2:00 PM of bid 
opening date for the 
following listed bids. 
Bid documents are 
available at the above 
o1lice. Phone 206-263-
9400 for information. 

ESTATE 
APPRAISAL/CONSUL 
TING SERVICES 
FOR TRANSIT AND 
F ACILITIES 
MANAGEMENT 

i 
& 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Receive O % Discount With 

To download 
document. go to our 
web page at: 
http://www.kingcounty. 
gov/procurement. King 
County encourages 
minority business 

RFP NO. 1003-10-RLD 
OPENS: 2/25/20 I 0 
COLLABORATIVE 
SCHOOL-BASED 
MENTAL HEALTH & 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
SERVICES 

!TB I 009-1 0-MZS 
OPENS: 1/28/2010 
BUS SHELTER 
FRAMES AND 
COMPONENTS 

. This Coupon 
. . 

PORTER'S 
REFRIGERATION 

LICENSED & BONDED 
Sales & Service 206.579.4078 Fax: 

206.766.9439 
email: portorsref@aol.co. I 

I 

enterprise participation. 
King County does not 
discriminate on the 
basis of disability in its 
programs, services, and 
e mp!oymenl 

·-------------------------· 
opportunities for 
persons with 
disabilities. 

1TB NO. 1011-10-MJM 
OPENS: 2/2/2010 
NEW BENDIX 
AIRBRAKE PARTS 

1TB NO. 1010-10-PLR 
OPENS: 1/21/2010 
VEHICLE WHEELS 
AND RELATED 
SUPPLIES 

1TB NO. 1013-10-PLR 

Pre-bid Conference: 
A conference to discuss 
questions related to this 
!TB shall be held 
Wednesday, January 13, 
2010 at 10:00 am, at 
King County Transit 
South Facilities, 11911 
E. Marginal Way S, 
Bldg C, Tukwila, WA 
98104. 

RFP 1019-10-KAO 
OPENS: 2/2/2010 
PROGRAM 
DEVELOPMENT/PRO 
GRAM MING 
CONSULTANT 

REAL ESTATE 
For all of your real estate 

needs, call JOAN OWENS 
of Gem Realty 

at 206 

850-5749 

S AVf. Hl.lNOREDS, EVEN THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS WHEN YOO PURCHASE 

YOUR FUR FROM SEWARD PARK FURS 

I . (:AL L TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT 

AND PRIVATE CONSULTATION! 
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EDITORIALS • COMMENTS • OPINIONS 
SCLC Tarnishes Dr. King's Image 

By George E. Curry 
NNPA Columnist 

On . Tuesday, the day after the 
nation officially celebrates the 
birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., suspended Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference Board Chair 
Raleigh Trammell of Dayton, Ohio 
and Treasurer Spiver Gordon, a 
resident of Eutaw, Ala., are scheduled 
to appear in an Atlanta court to 
contest their dismissals amid 
allegations that they directly 
benefited from a secret $500,000 
board account. 

To the public, SCLC, co­
founded by Dr. King, has been on the 
rise after almost going out of 
business in 2004. Charles Steele, Jr., 
one of my childhood friends from 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., brought the 
organization back from the brink of 
extinction as president and CEO, 
raising $8 million during his tenure 
from 2004 to 2009. 

Approximately $3 .3 million of 
that amount was used to build a new . • 
SCLC • headquarters on historic 
Auburn Avenue. Even civil rights 
icon Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth - who 

once referenced SCLC by saying, 
"Only God can give life to the dead" 
- acknowledged the civil rights 
group had returned from the dead 
under the leadership of Steele" now 
an Atlanta businessman. 

While the public perception of 
SCLC was that it had finally 
rebounded,' Trammell was busy 
getting the board to revise the 
organization's bylaws, shifting many 
of the powers traditionally held by 
the president to him. Dexter M. 
Wimbish, the general counsel, was 
directed to report to Trammell 
instead of President Steele. Against 
the counsel of his closest advisers, 
Steele went along with the power 
shift, arguing that his personal 
friendship with Trammell would still 
allow him to function effectively. 

That Trammell and Gordon 
could rise to top board positions 

I 

should have been an embarrassment 
within itself. The Atlanta Journal­
Constitution reported on Nov. 10, 
2004 that Trammell "went to prison 
in the 1970s for cheating a county 
welfare department in Ohio." 

Gordon, the SCLC treasurer, lost 

his city council seat in Alabama after 
pleading guilty in 1999 to federal 
vote fraud charges. He admitted that . 
he had asked a person who lived 
outside of Greene County to fill out 
an absentee ballot and falsely list a 
county address. Qordon was 
sentenced to six months in federal 
prison, given three years of 
supervised probation and fined 
$2,000. 

In the rough-and-tumble world 
of SCLC board politics, Trammell 
and Gordon have survived because 
they were among the last people 
standing. 

Their fall from favor is tied to 
the unaudited secret account, 
described by one SCLC insider as "a 
slush fund." Approximately 
$500,000 has flowed through the 
account over the past three years, 
including about $200,000 said to 
have been siphoned off from prison 
m1mstry program operated by 
Gordon. Although some SCLC staff 
members were told that the account, 
opened in Eutaw, Ala. and supervised 
by Gordon, was subject to an outside 
audit, no record of an audit has been 

uncovered. Also, there is no known 
record of tax returns ever being filed 

• for the account. Some SCLC board 
members said they had no knowledge 
that the secret account existed. 

Charles Steele raised questions 
about the account before he resigned 
a year ago. Steele feared that 
contribution·s to SCLC would dry up 
if the public ever learned about the 
secret fund. Once Attorney Wimbish 
and Executive Director Ron Woods, 
learned that there were no 
independent controls on the board 
accQunt and suspected that some 
SCLC funds may have been 
embezzled, they felt a responsibility 
to share their concerns with Interim 
President Byron C. Clay. 

On October 29, the board, which 
had recently elected a half dozen new 
members, was made aware of the 
special fun4. On November 13, 
Trammell and Gordon were removed 
from their board positions, with the 
new members casting the critical 
votes against them. 

Even before the vote, efforts 
were made to get Trammell to quietly 
step aside. A longtime former 

assistant, based in Dayton, filed a 
sexual harassment complaint against 
him with a state human rights agency. 
Persons familiar with the complaint 
say the assistant claims to have 
sexually-explicit videotapes of 
Trammell, a married minister. She is 
also said to be -ready to make 
additional allegations that, if true, 
could lead to his returning to prison. 

Rather than stepping aside, a 
request for an injunction was filed 
December 29 in Atlanta seeking to 
restore Trammell and Gordon to their 
former posi!ions. 

The board infighting continues 
as Bernice K.ing, the youngest 
daughter of the late civil rights 
leader, prepares, to take over as the 
first female president of SCLC. Her 
oldest brother, Martin Luther King 
III, served as president from 1997 to 
2004, but left after a bitter dispute 
with the board. 

According to several people who 
serve on the board or staff of SCLC, 
Trammell said . that under his 
leadership, no woman or another 
member of the King family would 
serve as president of • the 

organization. However, the self­
styled master politician made a major 
miscalculation. 

As a condition for accepting the 
job as interim president and CEO of 
SCLC, Byron Clay requested - and 
got - about six people added to the 
board. Trammell campaigned for the 
election of former Arkansas Court of 
Appeals Judge Wendell Griffen as 
president and presumed he had the 
votes of the new board members 
recruited by Clay. He presumed 
wrong. Instead of going with 
Trammell's candidate, all of them 
backed King, providing the margin 
for her 23-15 victory. 

If Bernice King is to be 
successful at SCLC, she'll need to 
get rid of Trammell, Gordon and 
those aligned with them for good. 

George E. Curry, former editor­
in-chief of Emerge magazine and the 
NNPA News Service, is a keynote 
speaker, moderator, and media 
coach. 

Demanding New African-American Consumer-Marketer 
By Norm Bond Even in the boom years, the company did not spend a commensurate 
NNPA Guest Commentary share of its annual advertising budget with Black-owned media outlets. And 

(NNPA) - The African-American consumer market represents the largest now, in tough economic times we have learned of the nearly $3 billion dollars 
emerging market in the world. With revenues projected to reach $1.2 trillion the company spends in annual advertising, it spent an insulting $35 million, 
dollars by 2012 according to the US Census Bureau, this market segment has about a third of one percent, with Black-owned media. This represents on 
more retail purchasing power than Mexico, a nation to which many US third of a penny, for every $100 dollars it receives from Black consumers who 
companies are beating a path. buy GM vehicles. The company recently received $50 billion in government 

The segment has richly rewarded many retailers, · wholesalers and bail-out monies, tax-payer dollars, many of whom are African-American but 
manufacturers. Indeed the African-American consumer has built entire the company is still refusing to increase its advertising spend with this core­
television networks, estabti$hed new fashion trends and revolutionized the use ' demographic segment that has been "ride or die" with the GM brands - the 
of consumer electronic and communication tools from pagers to cell phones. African-American consumer. 
We've "passed the Courvoisier," "put a ring on it" and had "everybody in the Some would play "devil's advocate" and say - why should they? Why 
club getting' tipsy." We've made the words "bling-bling" part of the popular should a company, for example, that has 95 percent penetration into the 
culture, created a market for overpriced football jerseys ("throwbacks") and African-American consumer market and spend $0 in advertising directed 

. made more ways to wear jeans than Levi could have ever imagined. But what toward this group --_- support Black-owned media? Surely, their research and 
have we received in return? I guess we'd better "blame it on the alcohol." consultants will tell them "we can put those dollars to better use elsewhere." 

This is why the actions of companies like General Motors are so Besides, what do they have to lose? 
.' disturbing todar The notion of Black.people driving Cadillacs is part of tbe I would argue - they could lose a lot. Particularly if these same African­
"fu'xicon within the African-American culture. The brand' has been ~ status . ~erican consumers start to wake-up, • ~~come conscious of their influence, 

symbol for the aspiration of Black leaders from Baptist preachers, to • aitd start to leverage their consumer ietail spending power in an effective 
organization leaders to today's "Ballers" whose whip of choice is the Cadillac manner. Definitely, if leaders like Danny Bakewell and the NNPA, are able to 
Escalade. With such extreme brand loyalty from a segment that over-indexes use the same medium available to these companies, the Black Press of 
and contributes 24 percent to the companies' market share, you would expect America and inform their readers of the atrocity of continuing to blindly 
willingness, even a strong demonstrated desire by the ~ompany to reciprocate. support companies who don't respect our institutions, our community, nor our 
In a challenging economic environment why not go to our base? Look to Black-owned media outlets. Certainly, if responsible Black elected officials 
further build a "relationship" and partner in new and more creative ways. like the Congressional Black Caucus ··are willing to call to task the senior 
Would it be too much to ask for support of the things that are of interest to management of General Motors and demand an accounting for the gross 
your loyal consumers including the institutions and media outlets that deliver inequities of their faulty marketing and advertising practices, companies that 
the messages? Clearly not, however, the research shows just the opposite. GM follow these outmoded strategies stand to lose even more than profits and 
has taken the loyalty of the African American consumer for granted. market share. 

But can Black consumers toe . the line? Recently, John and Maggie 
Anderson of Chicago answered this question. As an upper middle-class 
African-American family they decided they were tired of just talking about 
the inequities many of us see every day. They launched the "Empowerment 
Experiment" and for an entire year "lived off ofBlack-owned businesses and 
professional services." This simple act by one family has grown and sparked 
renewed interest in the possibilities of creating new solutions by seeking out 
and supporting Black-owned businesses. Perhaps General Motors should take 
notice. Some will refuse to sit idly, watch and complain as our businesses, our 
institutions, and our community continues to deteriorate and we spend billions 
of consumer retail dollars with companies that don't share our values. Indeed 
the growth of the Empowerment Experiment is proof positive that a new way 
of thinking is beginning to take root within the African Ameril:an Community • 

and from a new vanguard of leaders . 
This fresh, new leadership is rooted in the visionary action of Rev. Leon 

Sullivan, the founder of OIC and developer of the Sullivan Principles which 
helped end apartheid in South Africa. It's rooted in the commitment to action 
of Black business owners who realize that~h/ss rec.overy" mean~ that the 
African-American community must f'WMi ways to generat~ jobs from within its 
own base by increasing the number of 1i1'ew businesses that are created. It's 
rooted in new organization leaders who are building local, regional, national, 
and global networks using social media, traditional media, and their personal 
m;tworks to create a new balance of.power. This group is moving forward 
with a firm belief that if the question is- can Black consumers toe the line and 
crate new mutually beneficial relationships with companies that respect their 
interests? Then the answer i~, "Yes we can!" 

Norm Bond is the national president of the National Alliance of Market 
Developers, Inc. (NAMD) founded in 1953. 

Young Black Men Are Precious Too 
By Phil! Wilson 
NNPA Columnist 

(NNPA) - My recent Op-Ed piece titled "Precious and a Princess" kicked 
up a firestorm. Some readers were offended because I compared the lives of 
some Black women to that ofClaireese "Precious" Jones's life in Lee Daniel's 
film Precious - even though many Black girls live under the burdens of 
poverty, domestic violence, molestation and, yes, HIV infection. 

One reader was upset that I talked about teaching our daughters how to 
use condoms rather than just encouraging abstinence. I agree we should 
encourage our daughters to abstain from sex until they are in healthy, stable • 
~elationships. But there is a large (and growing) body of research showing 
that teaching our children only abstinence instead .of comprehensive sex 
education that includes abstinence as well as clear safer sex guidelines just 
leaves them in greater danger of having unprotected sex, putting them at 
higher risk for HIV and other sexually-transmitted diseases. HIV/AIDS is a 
deadly disease. We have a responsibility to ensure our children have every 
possible weapon to protect them from infection. 

Another reader attributed Black women's struggles to their embrace of 
feminism, rather than structural issues like racism, failing public school 
systems and the declining availability of urban manufacturing jobs for high­
school-educated men. I vehemently disagree. Returning women to the back of 
the gender bus will only rob them of the power to control their own destinies. 
• But the most provocative comment came from a man who chastised me 

By Ron Walters 
NNPA Columnist 

(NNPA) - I think that the pundits and the public should face up to one 
fact. The mess that President Barack Obama inherited will not be fixed in one 
year, or two or possibly even during his entire te1m. That makes it 
exceedingly difficult to dctem1ine, in this time framework, especially through 
the screen of the constant criticism of him and his policies what the real nature 
of his presidential contribution will be. 

The media works on a timeframe of instant results. While grudgingly 
admitting that the George Bush admibistrntion presided over the wars, the 
sorry state of the economy and the home foreclosure crisis, and passed it on 
to Obama. they nonetheless, constantly criticize Otiama's personal actions and 
proposals in his attempt to fix these problems. Those who come to his defense 
in the wdtcr ,of attacks are rare, sense it appears from surveying many media 
outlets that most of those who arc allowed the privilege of partidpating in tlte 
public interpretation of events arc opponents of this White House. The 
frequency of Republican and conservative Democratic voices invited to 
comment 011 every action of the White House has been overwhelming, 
something the Democratic party did not experience under George Bush. 

So., wh:it are we to make of the fact that Obama inherited the worst 
situation going into office of perhaps any president in American history and 
that his poll numbers are just below 50% at the end of one year in office? Arc 
these good considering the problem.•. or do the pundits and the American 
people realistically expect that he would have resolved the problems they face 

for focusing on the plight of Black girls and women because Black men are in 
far worse shape than Black women. And by almost every measure, he's right. 
But this is not an either/or proposition. Black women faring badly, but better 
than Black nien, are not mutually exclusive facts. Raising Black women up 
does not mean pushing black men down. Suggesting we take better care of 
our daughters does not exclude the need to take better care of our sons. 

So I want to say some things about the condition of Black boys and young 
men. Recent data show white men facing an unemployment rate of just over 
10 percent compared with over 18 percent among Black men. Among young 
Black men without a high-school diploma, the data are catastrophic; nearly 
half have no jobs or even prospects for employment. These rates are based on 
a labor-force number which excludes those in prison; given that there are five 
times as many Blacks behind bars as whites, including the incarcerated would 
make the terrible unemployment gap even worse. 

Black boys/young men are 40 percent of the male US prison population, 
but represent only 13 percent of the male population in the U.S. If research 
shows that half of Black girls ages 14 to 19 have an STD, the rate must be also 
be high among our boys. In 2006, Black teens ages 13-19 accounted for 69 
percent of new AIDS cases among teens. Research also shows that the HIV 
rate among urban gay and bisexual Black men under 30 is in the range of 50 
percent. 

Recently the Kaiser Family Foundation and the Black AIDS Institute 
conducted focus groups on attitudes about HIV/AIDS in Black communities. 

Criticism, Criticism, Criticism 
in one year? Or is this merely a symbol of American discontent with.the 
personal situation that that theY•impute to the president as the. cuswdian of the 
problems? I.think it is the latter. Somewhere, reality must trump symbolism 
and it is my belief that this is not only the task of historians, but it is the 
res1ionsibil ity of serious media as events occur. 

Too often, unjustified critil:isms of this Administration have been uttered 
on the talk shows. the internet and· in other forums without opposition by 
hosts, commentators and other persons who influence public opinion. This 
means that the media has been influe.ntial in drivi.ng down Obama's favorable 
ratings by doing things like 11-yiiig to make him responsible for the high 
unemployment rate and the response by the ''Tea Party'' phcnom9non as a 
legitimate sense of the American people, when it is litlle more than a carefully 
crafted and funded Right Wing mobilization. 

Too ofren media commentators bave not conectecl or given balance t:o the 
criticisms such as: George Bush kept us safe during his tenure when no one 
knows whether that is tme: or that Ohinna promised to put everything on C­
SPAN; or that he waited too long to respond to the Detroit airline bomber; or 
that he'hasn't fornsecl on job creation; and that the Stimul.us Package has not 
worked at all. 

If George Bush had been as criticized and interrogated as much as 
Obama, perhaps the edifice of problems that now challenge the very viability 
of America might have been stopped. In fal:t, in the context of the problems 
his administration faces. the personality and actions of Obama exist in a war­
of interpretation but l do not see them positioning their troops to fight it. 

One of the panels involved only Black men. ln addition to asking their 
perspectives on a host of AIDS-related issues, we inquired about the state of 
their lives. Some of the answers we heard were sobering. 

We learned, for example, that young Black men don't just feel isolated 
from white America - in fact, many of them have written White America off 
and have long given up on being accepted by the larger society. The shocker 
is they feel isolated from Black adults, leaders and institutions, from the 
community that they would traditionally turn to when mainstream society 
rejected them. Many young Black men believe that Black America has rolled 
them under the bus - that the oppression they face is not only coming from 
white people. White women, they say, aren't the only ones clutching their 
purses and crossing to the other side of the street when they seem them 
coming; Black women and grandmothers are pulling away from them as well. 

The truth of the matter is, a lot of Black adults think of young Black men 
only as a problem, not part of the solution. As alienated and disillusioned as 
they might be, young Black men want to participate in our community. We 
are only fooling ourselves ifwe think that our community can improve itself 
while leaving Black boys and young men behind. Just as elevating Black 
women makes our entire community better, so investing in Black men is p,ood 
for us as well. As Martin Luther King admonished us forty three ycr.·· .. , ,, 
"We are bound together in a single garment of destiny". We need to do both. 

Phill Wilson is the founder and CEO of the Black AIDS Institute 
(www.BlackAlDS.org). 

Besides the concrete accomplish.ments ·of any president, il'> legacy will often 
be detennined by who wins the war over the intc~pre1a1ion of the actions of 
his administration at the time it is in office. Those interpretations will often 
exist for a long time because historians use media interpretations as well. 

My sense· of thi s was heightened by remarks by Richard Cohen of the 
Washington Post who recently wrote that given his low favorable numbers 
Obama has "failed" as president. How do you fail in one year and is that an 
accurate interpretation of how to read the polls'J Nevertheless, by stating that 
Obama b:is fai led, Cohen has influenced the judgment of many people in that 
regard. The lack of reality that resides in such,judgments is one of the reasons 
why some of us believe that the interpretations of Obama ·s actions have much 
to do with race, at base a belief in the inferiority of black leadership ( even if 
he doesn't profess to be a black leader). Indeed, a new study by Stanford 
University researchers strongly conelatcs racial bias with negative attitudes 
toward Obama. 

That aside, T believe that the nature of the skewed interpretations of 
Obama's administration bave much more ro do with the times, the severity of 
the l:risis, the hegemonic power of the Right to inHuence opinion and the lack 
of a forceful set of voices to right the balanl:e of opinion. Despite the 
criticisms, the reality is that the Obama administration has made a dent in the 
problems America faces. Someone must answer why has he not been given 
the credit he deserves? 

Ron Walters is Pn?fessor Emeritus m r/,e Universizv of Marv/and and a 
Polirica/ Analysts. 



. Get the . bes,· pr -e 
ctgairist sWirie flu 

Swine flu, also called H1 N1 influenza, may continL;Je to spread 

for many weeks. But H1N1 vaccine can protect you and your 
family. It's especially important for people who are most likely 
to get very sick or even hospitalized if they get the flu: 

• Pregnant women 

• Babies and young children 

• People with chronic health conditions such 
as diabetes,· asthma, and heart disease 

Anyone over 6 months of age can get a free H 1 N 1 vaccina­

tion at a clinic listed below. You will not be asked for proof of 

health insurance or citizenship. Interpretation is available. 

Free H1 N1 Vaccination Clinics 
Auburn 
HealthPoint Auburn ( 126 Auburn 
Avenue, Suite 400) 

• Saturdays, January 9, 16, 23, 
30; 8:30 - 11 :30 am 

Bellevue/F actoria 
Eastgate Public Health Center 
(14350 SE Eastgate Way) 

• Saturdays, January 9, 16, 23, 
30;10am-4pm 

Sea Mar (1811156thAve NE, 
Suite #2) . 

• Monday, January 11th, 
9 am - 4 pm 

• Saturday, January 16th, 
9 am - 4 pm 

Burien 
Sea Mar ( 14434 Ambaum Blvd SW, 
Suite 5) 

• Friday, January 8th, 
1 pm - 8 pm 

Federal Way 
Federal Way Public Health Center 
(33431 13th Place S) 

• Saturdays, January 9, 16, 23, 
30; 10 am-4 pm 

• Wednesdays, January 13, 20, 
27; 4 pm - ·a pm 

Kent 
HealthPoint Kent (403 E Meeker) 

• Saturday, January 9, 16, 23, 30; 
9 am-12 pm 

For.more-information, go to 

• )<ingq<;n.intx:gov/healtn,tt,l N 1 or ·' 
the Flu Hotline at a77:.903-5464 

Redmond 
HealthPoint Redmond (16315 NE 
87th St, Suite B6) 

• Saturday, January 9, 16, 23, 30; 
9 am-12 pm 

Renton 
Renton Public Health Center (3001 
NE 4th St) 

• Saturdays, January 9, 16, 23, 
30;10am-4pm • 

• Wednesdays, January 13, 20, 
27; 4 pm - 8 pm 

Seattle - 4 locations 
North Public Health Center (10501 
Meridian Ave N) 

Columbia Public Health Center 
(4400 37th Ave S) 

• Saturdays, January 9, 16, 23, 
30; 10 am - 4 pm 

• Wednesday ... , January 13, 20 , 
27; 4 pm-8 pm 

Sea Mar - South Park (872Cl 14th 
Ave S) 

• Saturday, January 9th; 
9 am-5 pm 

• Tuesday, January 12th: 
1 pm-8 pm 

Sea Mar-: White Center {9650 15th 
Ave. S.W. #100)) 

• Thursday, January 14th; 
1 pm - 8 pm 

•' 
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Five Companie; Ordered To Stop Selling Illegal Health Coverage 

OLYMPIA Insurance 
Commissioner Mike Kreidler has 
ordered five companies and seven 
individuals to stop selling 
unauthorized health insurance and 
discount plans in Washington state. 

The entities include Serve 
America Assurance, Ltd. and 
American Trade Association. Both 
have been the subject of state 
consumer protection orders and 
warnings in other states, including 
Oklahoma, North Carolina, Indiana, 
Connecticut, Arkansas and 
Michigan. 

"These companies are not 
playing by the rules that our state set 
up to protect consumers," said 
Kreidler, who heads the agency that 
regulates insurance in Washin°gton 
state. "With authorized companies, 
we review their policies and 
finances to make sure that they'll be 
able to make good on their 
promises. With these companies, 
consumers have no such 
assurances." . 

The order includes Serve 
America Assurance, Ltd., Beema­
Pakistan Company, Ltd., American 
Trade Association, Smart Data 
Solutions, and Real Benefits 
Association. The individuals named 
in the order include Bart Posey, 
Colin Youell, William Worthy II, 
Obed Kirkpatrick, Richard 
Backman, David Clark, and 
Saifuddin Ahmed. None are 
properly licensed to sell health 
insurance or discount plan products. 

Kreidler is ordering the 
companies and individuals to: tum 
over a -list of all their Washington 
insurance-related customers, report 
all premiums paid by those 

consumers, inform their Washington 
customers about the cease-and­
desist order, and, upon request by 
the consumer, to replace any 
improperly sold insurance with a 
policy from an authorized insurer. 

"In many of these cases, the 
folks who are buying these bargain­
basement products are the people 
who can least afford to be taken 
advantage of," said Kreidler. 

The Insurance Commissioner's 
office knows of more than 70 
Washingtonians who 'purchased 
coverage from the c;ompanies 
named in the order. Some have 
reported problems with delayed or 
unpaid claims. 

Nationwide, more than 10,000 
consumers are .believed to have 
purchased this coverage at a cost 
last year of more than $14 million. 
The respondents "have acted in 
concert" to sell Washingtonians a 
product that consists of a mix of 
insurance and medical care 
discounts according to a ~ease and 
desist order issued by Kreidler's 
office. But this product is not 
authorized in the state, and the 
sellers are misrepresenting it as 
comprehensive health coverage. 

Based on faxed solicitations 
and the statements of telemarketers 
selling the coverage, the order 
states, "consumers are led to believe 
that the product offered constitutes 
comprehensive health insurance, 
and the bank and credit card 

• accounts of consumers who agree to 
purchase the product ... are 
immediately debited." 

The plans being sold cost at 
least $199 a month for individuals 
and $369 for families. A typical 

faxed sales pitch offered "hospital­
ization," primary, specialist, or 
chiropractic care for just "$25 at 
time of visit," "huge savings on 
name brand and generic drugs," "up 
to 60% savings" on vision and 
hearing care, and coverage of root 
canals, X-rays, MRis, EKGs, CT 
scans, intensive care stays and 
more. It even promises "pre 
existing conditions OK ... You will 
be enrolled!" 

To protect consumers, 
Washington law requires people 
selling insurance to be licensed. 
Insurance must also be authorized 
by the insurance commissioner's 
office, which looks at policy 
language, financial stability and 
other factors to make sure that 
companies can make good on their 
promises. 

"The whole point of regulating 
the industry is to ensure that 
consumers are not left holding the 
bag when they have a claim," said 
Kreidler. Licensed sellers and 
authorized insurers are required to 
comply with laws designed to 
protect consumers. 

In this case, the sellers were not 
licensed, the product being offered 
was not authorized, and it was 
falsely advertised as comprehensive 
coverage, among multiple other 
violations. 

The five companies and seven 
individuals have been ordered to 
immediately stop engaging in the 
unauthorized business of insurance 
in the state of Washington, or 
soliciting Washingtonians to buy the 
coverage by e-mail, fax, phone, mail 
or website. 

Normal Solid Waste Collections For MLK Holiday 
• Recycle Your Unwanted Electronics 

Seattle garbage, food and yard during their regular business hours: 
waste and recycling collections will 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
be on normal schedule for the Customers can report a missed 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday, garbage, yard waste or recycling 
Monday, January 18. Seattle Public collection after 6 PM 'on the day it 
Utilities customers should place was missed by calling (206) 684-
their containers out for collection by . ,3000 .. _<~r by yisi~ing the . Oµ-line 
7 a.m. to ensure collection. . ~' Missed ' Collection form .. av~il~ble 

The City of Seattle's North <· on SPU's web site .. 
Recycling and Disposal Station in Holidays left you with old 
the Fremont/Wallingford area and electronics? Seattle Public Utilities 
the ·South Recycling and Disposal will pick up and recycle TVs, 
Station in the South Park area will computers and other electronic 
be open on Monday, January 18, items from your curb for a $20 fee. 

Call (206) 684-3000 to request an 
electronics collection. Apartment 
residents should contact their 
building manager to arrange for 
electronics collection. 

Looking for a free option? 
Contact www.ecyclewashingtQ~

1
9r 

1-800-RECYCLE for computer ~ d 
TV drop-off locations. 

Also visit www.takeitbacknet­
work.org for cell phone and 
fluorescent bulb drop-off locations. 
Some locations char1, ~ a fee. 

Get Answers To Your Healthcare Questions At The Seattle Public Library 

The Seattle Public Library will 
offer free healthcare counseling 
sessions from noon to I :30 p.m. on 
the first Thursday of each month at 
The Seattle Public Library, Beacon 
Hill Branch, 2821 Beacon Ave. S. 
The next session is scheduled for 
Thursday, Feb. 4. 

The program is free and open to 

the public. No registration is 
required. Free parking is available 
at the branch. 

A volunteer counselor will 
provide one-on-one counseling 
sessions on healthcare topics such 
as healthcare options, medical 
billing and Medicare. The 
counselor speaks Mandarin, 

Cantonese and English. 
The sessions are provided in 

partnership with the Chinese 
Information Services Center and the 
Washington Statewide Health 
Insurance Benefits Advisors 
(SHIBA). 

For more information, call the 
branch at (206) 84-4711. 

Sen. Jacobsen Introduces Bill To Create Washington Food Policy Council 

OLYMPIA ---Citing concerns 
with the safety and sustainability of 
our food chain, Sen. Ken Jacobsen 
(D-Seattle) introduced legislatiori 
today to create the Washington Food 
Policy Council. 

"There is no single entity 
tasked with monitoring our food 
system; it falls to different federal, 
state and local agencies. This 
results in an inefficient and 

ineffective regulatory mess for our 
farmers and an unsafe food chain for 
our consumers," Jacobsen said. 

Jacobsen's legislation would 
establish a Washington Food Policy 
Center tasked with working across 
all sectors of Washington's food 
system to coordinate the expansion 
of production, consumption and 
access to Washington grown food. 

"Washington spends $2 billion 

annually on obesity-related, 
preventable illnesses because many 
lack access ·10 nutritious and 
affordable food. Our state is facing a 
record budget deficit It 's time we 
take a look at solutions that will 
create long-term solutions," 
Jacobsen said. "Promoting a 
healthy, sustainable food supply is 
good for the farmer, the consumer 
and the state's budget coffers." 
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