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The Dred Scott
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original prints of historic Black leaders of America.
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With “Bleeding Kansas” the chief rampaign issue
in the 1856 presidential election, the battle over slav-
ery shifted to the ballot boxes. The Democrats nom-
inated James Buchanan; the Republicans chose John
C. Frémont, the explorer-hero; and the disintegrating
Whigs endorsed the ticket of the Know-Nothings,
who had picked Millard Fillmore. Buchanan won,
with 1,800,000 votes to Frémont’s 1,300,000 and
Fillmore’s 875,000. The Republicans had gained
great strength. On March 6, 1857, two days after Bu-
chanan’s inauguration, the Supreme Court handed
down a decision that made Dred Scott the best-known
Negro in America.

Dred Scott was a Virginia-born slave who had been
carried by his master, an Army doctor, from Missouri
into the free state of Illinois and then into the free
territory of Minnesota. He remained away from Mis-
souri for four years before being returned to that
state. -

Now all the beauty, strength
and character of Black History is
captured for you to proudly =
display for a lifetime.

These magnificent Black art
works are a moving reminder of
important people and events
in Black History that will certainly
enrich your sense of Black culture
and pride. ‘

Done in sepia tones and black
against a white background, they’ll
add just the right touch to your
surroundings and you'll welcome
every opportunity to show them off.

lllustration (A) pictures:
Frederick Douglass; Martin Luther
King, Jr; Harriet Tubman and
Mary McLeod Bethune.

lllustration (B) pictures:

Whitney Young, Jr.; Mahalia Jackson,
George Washington Carver and

“  Sojourner Truth.
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To get your print, print your name and address on
the coupon. Enclose six {6) liners from bottle caps of
Coca-Cola (do not send metal caps) OR hand print
ona3x5inch card thewords “Coke Adds Life. .. to
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Please include 75¢ (for postage and handling) for
EACH Black leadership print ordered along with
one of the above required proofs of purchase.

These two original prints, each measuring 18 x 24
inch, are suitable for framing. This is a limited pro-
duction taken from paintings by Calvin Jones,
commissioned by The Coca-Cola Company. Offer
expires June 30, 1979. Please send quantity [ have
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On the grounds that he had become a free man by
virtue of residence on free soil, Dred Scott in 1846
sued for his liberty. A St. Louis court upheld his con-
tention but was overruled by the Missouri Supreme
Court. Meanwhile Scott was sold to another master
but, with help from various sources, he carried his
fight for freedom to a still higher court.: In 1856 the
final disposition of his case came before the highest
court of the land in Washington.

Of the nine justices composing the Supreme Court,
five, including seventy-year-old Chief Justice Roger
B. Taney, were Southerners. At first the judges tried
to avoid the crucial issue. But eventually Taney an-
nounced that the questions of “peace and harmony”
of the country required a settlement by judicial deci-
sion. )

When Taney read his opinion, only one judge con-

" curred with him; five others read separate and varied

concurring opinions and two dissented head-on. The
Chief Justice ruled that from the founding of the
country Negroes had been “considered as a subordi-
nate and inferfor class of beings” who therefore “had
no rights which the white man was bound to respect.”
Taney further declared that Negroes could not right-
fully become citizens of the United States, since the
words of the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution were never meant to include Negroes.

Dred Scott therefore had no right even to bring suit.
Furthermore, Congress could not legally deprive slave-
holders of their right to take human “articles of
merchandise” into any part of the Union, North or
South. In effect, the Supreme Court declared the
Missouri Compromise and all other anti-slavery laws
to be unconstitutional. :
Taney’s decree made the slave-holders and slave-
catchers jubilant. But in the North and the West
great niass meetings were held in furious protest
against this decision. White voters in ever greater
numbers were driven toward the anti-slavery move-
ment. Many friends of freedom lost hope. But Fred-
erick Douglass declared, “My hopes were never
brighter than now. . . The Supreme Court is not the
only power in this world. . . Judge Taney cannot bail
out the ocean, annihilate the firm old earth or pluck
the silvery star of liberty from our Northern sky.”

The first page of the argument of Montgomery Blair, counsel
for Dred Scott.

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES.

No. 7.—Dcemser Tery, 1856,

DRED SCOTT, (A CororEp Max,)
vs.

JOHN F. A. SANDFORD.

Argument of Montgomery B%r, of Counsel for the Plaintiff in

T7or.

"STATEMENT OF THE CASE.

This is & suit brought to try the right to freedom of the plaintiff and
his wife Harriet, and his children Eliza and Lizzie. It was origi-
nally brought agaioet the ad ix of Dr. Emerson, in the circuit
court of St. Louis county, Missouri, where the plaintiff recovered judg-
ment; but on appeal to the supreme court of the Siate, a majority of
that court, at the March term of 1852, reversed the judgment; when the
cause was remanded it was dismissed, and this suit, which is an action
of trespass for false imprisonment, was brought in the circuit court of
the United States for the district of Missouri, by the plaintiff, as a
¢<citizen®’ of that State, against the defendant, a ‘‘citizen’’ of the State
of New York, who had purchased him and his family since the com-
mencement of the suit in the State court. : :

The defendant denied, by plea in abatement, the jurisdiction of the
circuit court of the United States, on the ground that the plaintiff “isa
negro of African descent, his ancestors were of pure African blood, and
were brought into this country and soid as slaves,’’ and therefore the
plaintiff ¢is not a citizen of the State of Missouri.”” To this plea the
plaintiff demurred, and the court sustained the demurrer.

Thereupon the defendant pleaded over, and justified the trespass on
the ground that the plaintiff und his family were his negro slaves; and
a slatement of facts, agreed to by both parties, was read in evidence, os
follows: *“In the year 1834, the plaintff was & negro slave belonging




