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has been one of the leaders of his race at Spokane 
evcl' ince reaching the age of maturity. lJe was for 
fo111· years confidential mes cnger for the D. C. Cot·­
bin Company and was deputy county treasurer for 
fonr yeal'S. Ile was doorkeeper at the state senate 
fo t· one term, and is at present in bis old position as 
confidential me. senger to the D. C. Corbin Company. 
Il e is the owner of extensive real esta te in that city 
and county. A fin e fann a few mi le. from thc> city 
is among bis many ot lwr holdings. 

I. Israel Walker, becoming disgusted ·with his state, 
as soon as Ben Ti lman "·as elPcted governol'. left 
South Carolina immediately and came direct to the 
then territory of ,Vashington, trying, as h e said, to 
get as far from Ti lman as possible and yet stay in 
thl' 1 nited States. At th e ontb1'eak of the Klonclikc 
excitement he was with the first rush for the gold 
fields and remained thel'c nine years. H e returnecl 
to the city recently and is now propri etor of a lodg­
ing house. Ile is arranging to open a mercantile 
business in the near fntme. 

W. C. Miller, a well known plasterer of this city, 
is the foremost Negro in his line in th e state. For a 
number of years be J1as worked at the trade here and 
at all times and undel' all circumstances has held a 
high and respeckcl position. There are few men in 
the business who can put on more mud or do it bet­
ter than he. As :i wol'krnan his race should be proud 
of him for he is proving that the color of the skin 
bas nothing to do with a man's ability as a work­
man. l\lr. l\lill er is a high l\[ason, a taxpayer and a 
worthy citizen. 

Jas. W. Gray was born in Ironton, Ohio, in 1873. 
He atteudcd th e public schols of that city and was 
apprinticcd to learn the trade of plnsterel'. H ear­
ing of the opportunities of the W est he ca me to 
this city seven months ago wh ere he soon found 
work at his trade and as a plastel'er he is in the fir t 
rank and has just completed the largest job ever 
done by a Negro in this city, having plastered an 
apartment l10use of 100 rooms, makin g more than 
10,000 yards of work. H is present contract will take 
him all summer to £nish. 

R. S. White is reconecl as one of the old-timers of 
Spokane. Ile ,vas fo1· a 1mmhel' of years in the em­
ploy of th e U. S. goven1111ent in the post.office of that 
city. Mr. White is a very thrifty and industrious 
citizen and thol'Oughly alive to the development and 
advancement that is in prngress in his town. Ile 
owns some very valna ble r eal estate and is full of 
bm;iness. Ile i. assistant secretary of the Clarence 
Ray Buffalo Hump Uold :I\lining Company and has 
had the immediate ovel'Sight of the developing of 
that propeety and he is entlrnsiastic over its ultimate 
onteorne. 'l'he pt0perty , whi ch is situated in the 
fastings of the mountains, is immediately surrounded 
by valuable mining pt0positions and the property in 
which he is intet·eRted can ha l'(.lly fail to proclnce. 

John W. L. Fort, one of the latest employes of 
"Uncl e Sam" in the city of Seattle, is a native ot 
'l'ennessee. H e has lived in tlw W est .for a number of 
years, the most of th e time at l!'argo, "N. D. Ifr 
came to ,V-ashington six years ago and aJter spend­
ing some time in Seattl e engaged in the restaurant 
business in Bellingham which he continued until he 
was appointed mail cai'riei- fof this city. Ue is 

so her , industrious and a liter;iry ancl sncia l .faworite 
among those with whmn h e as.-oeiail's. .1\ • a mail 
car,·i er he is making good. Il e iR qnite active in the 
upbuildin g of th e :\lt . Zion Baptist. l'hu,·ch of St>attle 
and i. demonstrating in many ways that hr is lllade 
out of th e right. kind of stuff. 

George W. Anderson is a pion ec>r of tbis statL>, haY­
ing lived within it.s borders fo1· the pnst tm•nty years. 
Il e was for a nmnbet· of year!> in 'l'acollla, wlH•rc he 
held various positions of tl'llst nml honor. hnt movt>cl 
to ~pokan e for bm:i,wss J'l'nsons. Ill- has lweu in 
Spokane a nnmher of years and i.- I'l'(•ognized as 01w 

of the energetic men of that r ity. lk is S('(•r·dnry of 
the Clarence Ray Buffalo llurnp :\fining Company 
and for ne,n-ly two year. repl'esentec1 that company 
in the East, whet·e he float ed much of the company' 
developm ent stock. Uis r eport from tinH' to tim' as 
to the financial condition shows that no 111ist,1ke wa. 
made in electing its secn•tar,v. ,J11dgi1H!' from tlw 
reports t}iat cornpany in tlw vPr.'' near fnture "·ill 
hit it rich. 

G. 0. Allen, wl1ile not what would he consiLlcrNl 
an old-timer of this city, i, a most Wt)l'thy. r·ep,·esen­
tative of the l\egro. Ile is a cl<'l'k in tlw Seattle' 
postoffice and has th<' repntation of lwi11g· one ot the 
swiftest as well as rnost r eliabl e men in the office. 
l\[r. Allen is proving t.hat raC\' or colo1· a1•p not bar. 
to effi ciency. Nothing but wonls of prnisL' an, heard 
from th e officials ·wh en s1waking- of hirn. llP is a 
mernbL' J' and officer in th e Fourtl'l•nth Rtl'l'd , \. :\f . E. 
Church. 

C. H. Brown is one oft.he L'ight :?:\cgro emp lo,ns ol 
the Seattle postoffi cc. Ik wa s ,·ece nlly transfe1Tctl 
to this office from th e Chi cago office. ll t' cnrnP high­
ly r ecomm end ed and has 1w0Ycn hirn.-elf a most ef­
ficient clerk. ,\t present lw is one of the collt•ctors 
in the busine ·s district of the cit,v. It iR contident.ly 
expected that he will prove a most satisfactory addi­
tion to the already long list of colon•cl employ('S of 
this offi ce. 

Rev. S. J. Collins came to Seattle nineteen rears 
ago from Georgia, his native 110me, where he had 
been foreman in the ca r shops in :\!aeon. H e is one 
of the best ;-;: egro CHl'penters that evt•r came to the 
Sound. Ile worked nt his trade in this citv for a 
number of years. Bein g always of a relig·ipns temper­
rn ent he beca me emhnt' ded with the idea that there 
was need for rnorc workm en '' in the vi1wn1nl of thr 
Lord," so he entered the miniRtry and ha's advanced 
in l1is chosen profession until he became presiding 
elder, which po. ition he ha s 111ost CJ't'ditahl~, fil!ed 
for a number of years. Re,·. Collins, with hi . family, 
have in recent vears movt'cl to 'l'a corna nn,l ha s made 
a hollle for hini"self tht•re an<l is doin g ,wll, .-piritnal­
ly and financially . 

Elder J. M. Webb is an eva ngelist of the church of 
God and a tr,lVcling- lectme~·. Elcl e1· "\\' l'hh has 
fravel ed over the greater part of the llnitl'd i--Hates 
and lectured on th e snbject : ''Jesus, "'olornon and 
the Queen of Sheha " ·er e Negroes by Blood.' ' and ha 
writtl'll a book on th e subject. l\[any yery fayorahle 
comments have been made hy leal'n ed men on thi • 
snbjcct since it was fii·st introduced by Elder· ,Vebb. 
When not engaged in lectming and preaching he 
is one of the ubstantial farm 1\' of this county and 
is well and favorably known in this city. 




