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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Pastor Father John Cornelious 

THE FIRST BLACK CATHOLIC NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF SEATTLE 

KNIGHTS OF PETER CLAVER 
LADIES AUXILIARY JANUARY 27, 1988 

This Catholic National Organization was named in honor of Peter Claver, the Apostle of the Slaves. Peter 
Claver was born in Northern Spain. He cared for the sick and dying in the most unselfish manner. Peter Claver 
met every slave ship on its arrival; bringing with him food and other needed items that were necessary for the 
survival of the slaves. 

St. Peter Claver Organization was founded November 7, 1909 at Mobile, Alabama and incorporated July 12, 
1911. The Fourth Degree was authorized in 1917. The Junior Knights were authorized January 14, 1917. In 
August 1922 the Ladies Auxiliary was authorized and its constitution adapted at Opelousas, Louisiana. The 
Junior Daughters were established in 1930. 

The Knights of Peter Claver and Ladies Auxiliary was organized in Seattle, Washington, June 28, 1980; 
therefore becoming part of the National Order of Peter Claver. The National headquarters is located in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. The Junior Daughters were organized in Seattle in 1982. This Organization is domiciled at 
Immaculate Conception Church; which is pastored by Father John Cornelious. 

The Knights and Ladies of St. Peter Claver are committed to the spiritual and Social Programs of the 
Community. They contribute to worthwhile causes, award scholarships, visit the Rest Homes and the Sick, 
adopt senior citizens, help feed the poor, help to develop youth and participate in various parish and 
community activities. The Organization also provide social and intellectual fellowship for its members as well 
as proper guidance. 
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