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hacl 1wvt't' lmilt a boat bl'fo1·e, so yon can imagine 
the ,1wkw,1rdncss of nnr l'fr'ol't. But Wl' accom­
plisiil'd it i11 three weeks. 

"The clav Ji.1rnllv carne for n;; 1o start. 'l'lw wind 
lJJt,w 11H' liroken 'ice clown 1.hc l11ke aml into the 
rivt'l', nntl alrnmd. Jikc rnagic lrnntlr0ds of small 
i>o .11.s - of nll slrnpC'R ,rnd siz<'s- lo,itkd with thou­
sanJs oJ' e:~citl'd 111c11 and a frw women, set sail to­
ward 1.lw lnnc1 of 1.he 'midnight sun at1(1 Rhining 

'"!'ht'l'l' "·ere three of UR in our hoat- one heing 
rn,Y wifr. \\Tith nil our bngs arnl b,igg-ngt' WP floated 
down tlw Yukon 1owanl Da,vson. 

"At midnight 011 ,June 2n we• sighted Dawson and 
tho11g·ltt our hop<•s re11 lized. 'J'hel'e were so many 
l>onls lining 1.Jw shrm.' that we h,1d to 1iP up to the 
sixth 1.it•t· of hoats, and were thus rompe]l('cl to r,nry 
ou1· two tmrn of 11rovisions over Rix bo,1tR to l'Cach 
slw1·e. 

''The first night af:lhore was the greatest surprise 
of 0111· 1.rip . .,\t 12 o'rlock at night, to find it so light 
th,it W<' t·ould lny in onr tent and re,H..1 withont a l.ig·ht, 
wns i11dt•<'d flOJllL•i.hing new. 

"'l'JIL'n cnme onr first stnmpcfll'. vVl' lrnd fifty 
111ilt•f:i to walk ove,· a pathl0ss aud untravPled mom1-
tn i 11. Earh pt•rson h,1 d to carry his provisions, cook­
i 11g· 111ensiJs, llcdding and tools 011 bis back, and at 
th1• SilltH' 1irnc fry to rnakc spl'Crl RO ns to outstrip 
s:111H' <·01npditor. :B'ol' the fil'st on the gronnd was 
suppos<•d to get 1.lw 1·icbest g-ro11 1Hl. 'l'hl're al'e many 
1.liings to see nnd ]war on such a trip. but none wel'e 
111 1 1'<' surprising 1.lrnn the rnrn,quitorn. In some of 
1lll' s,YHlllI)fl tht',V wen' so thick that when disturbed 
1hr•y would risP in such numbers as to c'lnrken the 
flk,v, ,llld whl'n ~·on Rtoppl'd to ,•e,;t would complde-
1,v co,·Pr yon. Tlwr1' were many rnen ·who gave up 
and 1.l'i<·d to <lie lwcanse oI heing tormented by 
iht'se J110fi<Jt1it0Pf:i. Bnt I pPrsevc1•pcl and staked ~o. 
.j() 011 'To .:\fnc:h Cold' creek. 

"J11 Septt>mlH'r oJ that year we went on n starn­
p<' :l<• up Sh'wnrt 1·ivl'r 300 rnilL'S from Dawson. It 
took mm·<' time than we anticipated to make the 
trip ,rncl onr JH'OYi:-;ious g,wr m,t and 1.hel'C ,nrn no 
1>ln(•c whet·<' ,Ye conld secun• n new snpply. So fol' 
four <ln,\'S WL' lin'd on one h11Jh,spoonful oJ flour ,1t 
l';l(•il 111eal. Vve mixed this flonr with 11akr from the 
l'iV<'1· nrnl lrnked it on a pieCL' of tin, HB we had 
1h row11 away om· cooking ntPnf:lilR to lighten onr 
load. ·\Ve we,·e floating- down Ntream on n raf't made 
h,v lnshing fonr log:-; together. \Vt' hecanw so chilled 
ll1t• s<>f•m1L1 <la,\" thnl w<· hall to 1.ie pieces of :;;oft wood 
in onr lllOutbs to keep from h1·ca king om' tl'l'th out, 
i;o 1111wh <lid they chatter. Wl' fi1rnllv carne to ·where 
W<> could gd Ri>rnl'ihing to en1., an:1 yon who read 
1.his rnnst Rfrnin yollt' i1rwgiwl1i on to <'onceive how 

we enjoyed 1.bat mPal. Too 1111111crous "'rre the oc­
casions that we ha<l f:limilar experieuct's fot· ui; 1.o 
nnrnc them all; suffice it to say we liYecl 1.hrongh 
them aml came out well nntl heartY. 

"The country is V('ry beantifnl i;1 sm111ut't\ which 
hrnis four rno111.hs. The flow<·1·:; rover evet·,\·tbing 
and the rnonntains look like Jrnge h <mqnets. ln ,rin­
tel', which lwgi11R the rn idclle of Septe111he1·. l''' PJ·y­
thing is COVL'red with snow and smuetirnes ii i:;; Yery 
cold. I have fll't'n it 72 tlegl'ees below zc'1·O tor sPv­
era l days at a tinH'. The rivl'I'f:i freeze over and wt• 
use thrm for wagon roads. 

"Thl' first winter was a hanl one. I liYed ;3J 
miles from Dawson aocl lrnd to pull all my pro­
visioirn on a han<l flled foat distance. I lrn1l 1wYet· 

worked in mines befor;c, but managed to Llig two 
holes 95 feet <kep and when I reached 'lwdrnek' 
fonnfl that thcrl' was no gold ii1 either. It wns tlwn 
spring and I fonml I had worked all ,Yintc•r and had 
not rnadc a cent. 'l'hnf:I I found myself in lhl' flJwing 
without money, without provisions and in a etrnntl',\' 
wlwre it costs fivP do ll ars a day 1.o live. 

"Dm·ing the nine years sp0nt there I s11w rnnny 
things n0w and strange; gold dng frorn tht' ground. 
hands of carribon that nnrnhcred thonsandR, hones 
of prehistoric aninHllfl of immen,;c siz1• i,nhe<ldctl 
deep in the frozL'll ear1.h, sunshine all night in flnm­
rner nml darlnwss lllost of the dn)' in " ' intt,,·. The 
nol'i.hc•rn li ghts of winter Wl'l't' Rct•ncs ol' beauty, as 
well ns objects of wonder mid Rlnd,\'-

"In these yearn I ]wlped to prnve the fallacy of 
the old saying that the i\<'P,TO c,mnot s1.and 1.lw 
cold. I was m, comfortable antl lrnpJ)Y as an)' one 
thPl'l', and was not any rno,·e afl'Pcfrd hy the ch,lll}!'t' 
in temperature. Having' wol'ked nine yen rs in the 
mines, I am convinced that the godcleRfl of fortune 
is no respecter of 1wrsons or rar<'R and lwstows her 
frowns or fayors on all nlike. ln rn~' walllkrings I 
went to thr headwaters of a fork of the .:\fackenzie 
river ancl saw the waters flowing· towanl 1hc ~\retie 
ocenn. I Rpent some tirne inside' the 1\ rdir Cit·clC', 
wlwre the Arctic hear ronmed the hillf.i nn<l the ~Yihl 
goo,;c n'ared i1.s young· in 1.lw swamps, 11·lH•re the 
midnight snn nrndl' Rn1m11cr delightful and tlw au­
ro,·a horealiR rnacle winter ~rand. I f:itood on the 
northernmost point 0£ Pl'inc~ of '\Vales if;l;1nd, fron1 
which place tlw shores of Riberia wen' Yisihle. I 
mingled with 1.lw Laplamll'1' antl his reindeer, ,rnll 
ti·avl'lecl with the Indiau aud his huskit'. I wnkhl'1l 
thl' Eflqnimeaux eat his seal oil and whalt· hlnhber . 
.And then with ',.;cenes of my ehildhood rising before 
my g·aze,' set sail for the Stai.L's, whert• home nnd 
loved ones awaitetl me, feeling· none the worsL' for 
my trnrnp, much improved in hcaJth and ·with a 
Wl'HH'h of CXpl't'il'llCC. '' 




