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WASHINGTON STATE. 

Area. Washington has a territorial extent of 
(Hl,180 square miles, whieh is divided into thirty­
s<·vcn counties, varying in size from 220 square miles, 
the smallest, to 4,500 square miles, the largest. 

Population.-'l'he :first permanent settlement in 
what is now the State of Washington was rna<le at 
'l'mnwater in 1845, 1.hough trading companies and 
religious missionaries ·were operating in the terri­
tol'y prior to that date. In 1860 the population was 
11,594; in 1870, 23,955; in 1880, 75,116; in 1890, 
3-W,:390; in 1900, 518,103. In 1906 the estimated 
population is 900,000. 

Taxable Values.-For the year 1906 the taxable 
values in Washington are $530,209,882, being an in­
crease of $325,532,214 during tho decade since 1896. 
For 1906 the rate of taxation for stale purposes is 
six mill,; . 'l'he rate varies in different counties and 
citie,;, depending upon tho local needs and conditions. 
Taxes al'e payable in two semi-annual installments. 

New Railroads.-:New railroads are pushing into 
the undeveloped pol'tions of Washington. 'l'he num­
ber of mi les of new lines now under constrnction 
aggregate a total length of 2,317 miles, being built 
by the following companies: N'orthern Pacific, 713 
mi les; Chicago, l\Iilwaukee & St. Pa nl, 420 miles; 
Great Northem, 319 miles; North Coast, 550 miles; 
Oregon Railroad & N agivation Company, 170 miles; 
C'nnadian Pacific, 145 miles. 

Resources.-'l'he resources of Washington are: 
Lumbering and its allied i11clnst1·irs, whiC'h yielded 
mai·ly $80,000,000 in 1905; agt·ienltui·e, including 

cerenls, fruit, dairy and hay, yiehlNl $76,000,000: 
roal, $5,500,000; metal mines, $1,000,000; fisheries, 
$5,500,000; manufacturing, $157,000,000. The pro­
<lncts from all the:-;e sources are incr nr-,ing in quau­
ti1y and value with an nmazing rnpi(lity. 

Climatic Conditions.-Obsenations covering a 
period of ten years show that the highest tempera­
ture east of the Cast·ades was 116 degrees in 1900: 
the lowest, 33 below zero in Pcbrnary, 18~'9. 'l'he 
h ighcst west of the mountains was 10.J in lti!Jl, the 
lowest 3 below zero in November, 189u. Taking into 
C'Onr-,idrration all of the conntie in the ·tate, the 
mean temperature ranges from 47 degrees in Ear-,1.­
cm Washington to 53 degrees in a county we t o.t 
the Cascade . In general, it may be stated that west 
of the mountains during the winter months, about 
half of the days arc rainy, with the monthly pre­
cipitation ranging from five to fifteen inches. 

WASHINGTON BY COUNTIES. 

(Fi·om 1903 assessment, which has mo1·e tlrnn donhlrcl 
in every county in the state.) 

Adams County-Has an area of 2,400 square mile. 
and a population of 10,000. Ritzville i • the count,\' 
seat, with a population of 1,500. Un1in and fruit al'e 
the •hicf products and 3,000,000 busl1els of wlw.it 
were n1ise<l in the county in 1903. 

Asotin County-Has an area of 640 square miles 
and a population of 6,000. .Asotin is tl1e county seat. 
with a population of 794. Urain, .fruit and vegetables 
arc the chief products. 'J'ho assessed value of the 
real property is $685,152. 

Chehalis County-Has an area of 2,600 square miles 
and a popnlation of 19,000. l\Ionlesano is the county 
seat, with a population of 1,700. The chief industril's 
arc lumbering and ship building. The total asses:,;(•d 
valuation of the property is *597,182. 

Chelan County-Has an area of 2,000 r-,quare miles 
and a po11nlation of 8,000. WenatcheP is the county 
, eat, ·with a population of 2,200. J:i'ruit an<l grniu a re 
the chief products. It Jias an asse:-;sed valuation of 
$1,310,013. 

Clallam County-Has an area of 2,000 square miles 
and a population of 6,000. Port Angeles is the county 
seat, with a population of 3,500. Lumbering and fish­
ing are the chief industries and the assessed realty 
valuation is $2,282,086. 

Clark County-Has an area of 600 square rnilt'8 and 
a population of 16,000. Vancouver ir-, the connty seat. 
with a population of 4,500. Dairying and fruit rais­
ing are the chief industries, and it ha an assPsscd 
property valuation of $4,080, 50. 

Columbia County-Has an area of 830 square mile 
and a population of 7,200. Dayton is the county seat, 
with a population of 2,800. Urain an<l fruit a1·e 1.he 
chief industrier-;, and its as es:-;cd property val nation 
is *3,101,325. 

Cowlitz County-Ila. an area of 1,100 , qnnre miles 
and a population of 9,000. Kalmnn is the conuty :eat. 
with a population of 840. Lnrnlwr·ing and rni1H' 1·al 
mining are the chief indn:,;tri('H. l;'rnit aud veg-etnlil1•s 
a l'C largely cultivated. 

Douglas County-Hus an area of 4,:i00 s<111art> miles 




