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THE NORTHWEST METROPOLIS. 
By R. "F. Radebaugh. 

When we peak of Tacoma as surely de. tined to be­
(•Ome the metropolis of the Northwest, we mean to 
ine lude a "·ide range of tereitory. The term is to be 
defined as embracing "\V,1shin"'ton, Oregon, Idaho, 
.\[ontana, British Columbia and Alaska. The 
"metr·opolis of the Noethwest" has been on the 
mtwe, lo. the e many years; but in coming to Ta­
t·oma, on the verge of the great ocean, it can go no 
fnrther. It abide. lw,·e and gives laugh to dreaming 
a:pinmts that have gone before. incinnati , away 
ha •kin the Buckeye state, now accounted far East­
pioneering . cene of the elder Nick Longworth, our 
,\lice's g-nmdfather-in-law-wa tlw metropolis of 
the "Northwest" of nearly thr c generations ago, 
nnd her newspapers of that time rang the changes 
npon her a. cendant .-tat· and the ]rnppy and golden 
pro. peel. But her term of rnl e was of short dnrn­
tion, and her se ' pter fell away undee the ll'ngtheni11g 
shadow of the g-iant of the lakes. Chicag-o became 
the metropolis of a g-n•ater ?\orthwest lying beyond, 
and yet towers. hig-hcr and higher. a. the seasons 
pas. , tt-ade center for· teeming-, multiplying mil lions 
- national enrpo1·ium, indeed, wol'lcl marvel among 
m land cities, and whose limits of L'Xpr111sion lie be­
Yoncl vi.-ion of tlle true proplwt. 

,\gain, in tlw likt• clireC'tion, tl1l' width of two 
states bf':vond, norther·I:v and westel'I.Y, as the C'0nr·se 
of Prnpire takes it way, tlw latC't' '' ;\OrthwC'sl" pitch­
ed it. tent at the Falls of St. Anthony, and the1·e he­
•·nnw lrnilder of ~Iinneapolis and St. Paul, twin cities, 

at the head of the 1\[ississippi Valley, the commercial 
center of still another· and more extended "North­
west," reaching to the summit of the Rocky l\lount­
ains. ~Iinneapolis journals of twenty years ago, 
exalting and promoting, declared that theit· location 
·cemed destined, from geographical, political, inclus­
tl'ial, commercial and tnmsporta ti on al consiclera­
t ions, to become the centra l metl'opolis of the con­
tinent-the future scat of North American empire. 
They quoted exten. ively. ome French-Canadian, who, 
writing in a then current 1111111 ber of the North 
American Review, maintained that ''continental 
nnion" was the ultimate de tiny of Canada and the 
Unitrd States, and added the comment tliat :Minne­
apolis would be the continental capital. 'l'hus so 
wild, for inlander., like noisy geese. 

Xext come we to a long step in the westward 
course. Tlw process is again being repeated, this 
tirne for all the va. t region north of 42 degrees 
which lies west of the Rocky .Mountain range, the 
latest "K orthwcst," and the greatest, though not 
the la t, for Alaska is left. The developments here, 
on the continental boundary at tidewater, facing the 
O1·ient in trade connection, with it nrnny hundred 
millions, are destined to so far super ecle and erlipse 
those of the twin cities that the latter will almost 
pass out of ken of the wor ld at large when the name 
of Tacoma will be leading among the maritime cities. 
which are the greatest, and her fame ringing in the 
ea r.- of all men from darkest Africa through Asia, 
Europe, .America and tlw is lands of the sea. 

Fo1·, note t11e difference between inlande r·s and sea­
port-and snch a seaport! In addition to serving HIHl 




