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Pacific Coast Company 
Most Extensive Coal Mining Concern Operating in the State 

Calls for More Colored Men and Miners 

;'\ever in the history of the ~orthwest was coal 
for local domestic purposL•s so scarce as was it, last 
winter and the famine for the coming winter season 
promises to he even more agg-revating than was it 
last winter, which, tmle. s p1·ecaution is maintained by 
tlw consumers, forebodes cli,·e distress. 

While a shortage of ca 1· service had much to do 
with last winte,·'s famine, yet the real cause was a 
shortage of miners and it is the hope of the officers 
of the Pacific Uoast Company that to an extent to 
remedy the . hortage of miners by publishing to the 
world that miners are wanted at thei1· works at 
wage far in exces. of those paid to miners in any of 
the Eastern states, and that opportunities for miners 
1.o invest their surplus earnings so as to quadn1ple 
themselves in at least five year's tinw, which fact 
shonkl be as much an inducement for miners in the 
]~ast to come to the Nol'thwest as the excess in wages 
over those paid in the East. 

Open Shop-'l'he Pacific Coast Company adopted 
the "open shop" policy fifteen or more years a go, 
when it impo r·ted some 600 Neg·1·0 miners from the 
East to take a host of striking union rniners' places 
in their mining camps and it has maintained the open 
ship volicy ever since. 'J'here a1·e at present la r·ge 
numbers of colored men employed by the Pacific 
Coast Company at their mines located at Franklin, 
Black Diamond . LawRon, Newcastle and other h'sscr 
mining· prop(1 rties, nevertlwless there is ample room 
for many more and 300 or more colored miners would 
lw g·iven steady employment at those mines if they 
conlcl be had. That such miners would be given a 
'' squ:1re deal'' the prospective corner is refer reel to 
(leorgc W. Johnson, John Ilail, E. 11. Richards, (Jor­
don C~1rter, Emanue l :\foor·e and Cha,,lcy Scott, all 
well known colored miners of Franklin, vVash., and 
Rev. 8. A. Fn1nklin, IIemy Jones, of Newcnstle, 
Wash., who have been in the employ of this company 
for the past Rixteen years. These men Jrnve been 
given stracly employment at good wages and not only 

have thL'Y, hut all others who ,rnntecl. "'.\Ian:v if not 
all of these men have invested their snrplns earnings 
in r·eal estate in c1nd about Seattle and their holdings 
have qnadrnpled in value and they therefore have 
made big money both going and coming·. 

Good Wages-As at all of tJ1e mines in tl1is ection 
the men at the mines of thL' Pacific Coa t Company 
are paid from !J;2.i50 to $G per day. Li-ving at the 
millL'S is cheaper by far than in the city. as the indm 
tr-ions miner· has so many opportunities to cut <.low,, 
his store hill b,v raising all the -vegetal>IL'S including 
potatoes and onions that his family can con. nme t}w 
year round. Xot only raise his vegetables, but tlw 
entt>1·prising- miner can have his own milch cow, raisL' 
his chickens and a few pigs for good mL1 nsn1·e. The 
(•Llitot· of The Seattle Republican i • thoroughly con­
versant with the existing conditions at the mines of 
the Pacific Coast Company and 1.herd'.ore eheel'full.v 
recommend them as places wlwre color·ed 111e11 may Llo 
(•xtrernely well from a financial 8tandpoint ntlil :fo1· 
Southern colored rnine,·s it would prov(' a most clP­
sira ble chan2·e. Colored 111ine1·s who dPsirP to come 
to the ~orthwl'st and have not 8uffieient fund8 to 
bring theit· farniliL's along with them might conH' 
themselves and after they lrnvL' givpn evidL'nce of 
"making good'' the company would send railroad 
tickets for thei1· families and givt' them creclit in tlw 
store until they e,11·necl sufficient mon(':V to look out 
for themselves. By adclr·Pssing ,James .,-\uc.lerson, . n­
perintrmknt of mirw. in the cn1·(' of 1.hP Pacific Coast 
Company, SL'Httle, \Vashington, or ('ithe1· of the col­
ored miners named above, or The Seattle Republican. 
Neattle, \Vash., any qm st ion yon might d2sire 1.o 
have answered would he cheerfully as wPll as imnH'­
<linte l.v done. There at·e good schools nt all of tlw 
mines, churches and secret sociL1 ties. The company 
has uood and commodions houses ready for occu­
pancy and honse furnishings to begin housekeeping 
may he had at the company's s1ore at the most n'a­
sonable ratrs. 




