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R
aces 

at 
T

h
e 

M
eadow

s, 
F

rom
 

June 
29th

 to 
Septem

ber 
14, 

Inclusive 
O

ne 
of 

the 
F

inest 
R

acin
g 

T
racks 

in 
the 

W
e
st-Im

portant 
M

eets 
are 

H
eld 

E
ach 

Y
ea

r-$
15,000 

in 
Im

provem
en

ts 
B

riefly described, T
he M

eadow
s is a m

o
d

ern
 an

d
 up-to-date racin

g
 establishm

ent, lo
cated

 in a n
atu

ral horseshoe-shaped b
en

d
 of th

e D
u

w
am

ish
 

riv
er in the valley of th

at nam
e, an

d
 close to th

e city of S
eattle, a m

etropolis now
 o

f m
ore th

an
 200,000 population. 

T
he track

 is an
 eliptical m

ile track
r 

w
ell 

laid
 

an
d

 
su

b
stan

tially
 

b
u

ilt 
on 

m
o

d
ern

 
lines. 

It 
is 

considered, 
an

d
 rightly, one of th

e fastest track
s in th

e en
tire country, b

o
th

 fo
r th

e ru
n

n
in

g
 

gam
e an

d
 fo

r harness races. 
T

h
e lan

d
 fo

r th
e p

lan
t w

as p
u

rch
ased

 in 1901 b
y

 A
. 'l'. V

an
 D

e V
au

ter, C
apt. E

. E
. C

aine, Jam
es F

. l\IcE
. lroy aµd G

eorge 
D

ickinson, an
d

 in
 th

at y
ear the first w

o
rk

 w
as done on the track

 itself an
d

 on th
e g

ran
d

stan
d

s an
d

 other buildings. 
H

eav
y

 blue ciay w
as o

b
tain

ed
 

fo
r th

e su
rfacin

g
 of th

e track
 an

d
 skilled m

en
 h

ad
 ch

arg
e of its construction, so th

at all w
o

rk
 done w

as of a p
erm

an
en

t character. 
T

he grounds, b
eau

ti­
fu

lly
 situ

ated
 an

d
 o

rn
am

en
ted

 b
y

 handsom
e n

atu
ral groves o

f so
ft w

ood trees, grow
ing to

 a 
considerable height, len

t them
selves easily 

to 
the g

en
eral 

schem
e for m

ak
in

g
 th

e site an
d

 environm
ents b

eau
tifu

l an
d

 attractiv
e. 

T
he horsem

en w
ere p

ro
v

id
ed

 w
ith

 w
ell-constructed stables, w

ell d
rain

ed
 an

d
 so

 
situ

ated
 as to enable th

em
 to

 care fo
r th

eir charges at th
e m

inim
um

 o
f lab

o
r an

d
 trouble. 

T
he g

ran
d

stan
d

 an
d

 clubhouse at T
he l\Ieadow

s w
ere co

n
stru

cted
 b

y
 a 

specially equipped arch
itect an

d
 are splendid buildings. 

T
he g

ran
d

stan
d

 
itself is stro

n
g

ly
 rein

fo
rced

 b
y

 h
eav

y
 tim

bers an
d

 can seat co
m

fo
rtab

ly
 6,000 people. 

In
 fro

n
t of the g

ran
d

stan
d

 th
ere is am

ple room
 fo

r th
e follow

ers 
o

f th
e gam

e an
d

 am
p

le q
u

arters are p
ro

v
id

ed
 on 

the m
ain floor fo

r 
the speculative 

in
terest 

in 
th

e 
am

usem
ent. 

T
he 

clubhouse 
an

d
 

p
ad

d
o

ck
 

are 
situ

ated
 ju

st so
u

th
 of th

e g
ran

d
stan

d
 an

d
 convenient to th

at building. 
T

he clubhouse itself is 
a handsom

e stru
ctu

re w
here the m

em
bers of th

e club, 
com

prising th
e bon to

n
 of S

eattle, daily g
ath

er d
u

rin
g

 th
e season an

d
 enjoy the g

reat gam
e in horseflesh know

n the w
o

rld
 over as "th

e
 sp

o
rt o

f k
in

g
s." 

T
he track

 w
H

s form
ally opened in 

the sum
m

er of 1902, 
at w

hich tim
e som

e o
f th

e b
est b

red
 harness horses of the co

u
n

try
 w

ere b
ro

u
g

h
t here_ 

A
fter th

at season G
eneral ?llanager A

. T
. 

V
an D

e V
au

ter becam
e a m

em
ber of th

e P
acific C

oast Jo
ck

ey
 C

lub, w
hich controls the racin

g
 gam

e on th
is 

C
oast. 

Ile is the only -:\'orthw
estern m

em
ber of the club. 

T
he season of 1903 saw

 p
rin

cip
ally

 ru
n

n
in

g
 races, th

o
u

g
h

 th
ere w

as a sh
o

rt p
erio

d
 of h

arn
ess 

events. 
T

hese w
ere discarded alto

g
eth

er in 
1905. 

T
he p

lan
s fo

r this y
ear have n

o
t y

et been fully d
eterm

in
ed

 upon, b
u

t it is p
ro

b
ab

le th
ere w

ill b
e 

at least six
ty

 clays· continuous racin
g

 an
d

 this period m
ay

 b
e len

g
th

en
ed

 to n
in

ety
 days. 

T
h

e season usually begins the first w
eek in J nne. 

D
erb

y
 d

ay 
is 01·dinarily early

 in th
e season, usually d

u
rin

g
 the foi·e p

art o
f Ju

ly
. 

T
he S

eattle D
erb

y
 is an established in

stitu
tio

n
 an

d
 is know

n as a classic event, 
rich in 

profit to th
e w

in
n

er an
d

 alw
ays b

rin
g

in
g

 to 
the fore th

e best blood an
d

 skill to be fo
u

n
d

 anyw
here in horses anrl in m

en. 
G

eorge W
. D

ickinson is p
resid

en
t o

f th
e association an

d
 A

. 
T

. 
V

an
 D

e V
au

ter is secretary
 an

d
 g·eneral m

an
ag

er. 
M

r·. V
an D

e V
an

ter has h
ad

 for 
tw

o seasons p
ast th

e services of H
orace E

g
b

ert as ju
d

g
e. 

1\Ir. E
g

b
ert is know

n 
as one of th

e b
est qualified m

en fo
r this task

 on 
the C

oast 
an

d
 h

is 
w

o
rk

 has been exceedingly satisfacto
ry

 to all concerned. 
A

s fo
r G

eneral M
an

ag
er V

an D
e V

an
ter, no P

acific C
oast horsem

an is b
etter k

n
o

w
n

 o
r m

ore fu
lly

 equipped for the w
ot'k th

an
 he. 

Ile has been a 
b

reed
er an

d
 ti·ainer o

f horst'S fo
r nearly a q

u
arter of a cen

tu
ry

 an
d

 is 
a splendid ju

d
g

e o
f horseflesh

. 
1\Ioreow

r, he is prngressivc antl aggressive at 
onr and the sarne tin,e. the qnnlities im

m
r·i11g-

the sncress of everything-
lie has u

n
d

ertak
en

. 




