
70 The Coal Miner Who Came West 
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COMP ANY STORE: The store at Franklin served as the center of 
community interest in this town that once boasted 1,000 inhabitants. Steep 
wood stairways led from the store to the houses on various ledges above the 
Green River Gorge. 
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MEMORIES: Not too 
many old timers will recall 
the scene in this photo, but 
some will recognize it as the 
town of Franklin, once a 
booming coal town located 
near the site of the present 
Green River Gorge Bridge. 
Swan Swanson, born in 
Franklin, unearthed this 
photo. This picture shows a 
passenger train halted 
before the Franklin general · 
store, right. The house on 
the hilltop beyond the row 
of company houses was, 
according to Swanson, 
occupied by Dr. Tate 
Mason, who later founded 
the Virginia Mason Clinic 
in Seattle. 




