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Tacoma Kappas To Hosts 68th Western Province Council

The Tacoma Alumni
Chapter of Kappa Alpha
Psi Fraternity, Inc. will
host the Western
Province Council
Meeting, March 26-28 at
the Seattle Airport
Marriott Hotel. The
theme for the Council
Meeting is Reaching for
the Peak: Achievement,
Scholarship, Service. The
Tacoma Alumni Chapter
and Kappa Alpha Psi

promises to reward
achievement, promote
scholarship and

encourage service in the
communities we serve.
Since its charter in

Tacoma Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi

scholarships to deserving
students, helped to raise

for various causes. Most
recently, the “Shop with

The Council Meeting
will have Brothers and
their guests from Oregon,
California, Arizona,
Nevada, Utah, Alaska,

Hawaii and Washington
attend to  perform
business, and enjoy the
social events scheduled
for all to participate. The
Council Meeting will
also sponsor a Health
Screening on Sat., Sept.
28 at Allen AME Church
in Tacoma from 11:00am
- 1:00pm. The
screenings are free of
charge. Kappa
encourages the
community to be aware
of their physical health.
The public events
will begin Thursday
evening with Klub
Kappa, 8:00 pm — 11:00
pm. The Public Meeting
will honor Pierce County
and City of Tacoma

community contributors
and achievers. This free
event is a very proud
moment of what Kappa
represents, and all
members of the Divine
Nine are encouraged to
attend.

On Saturday, the
Kappa Foundation will
host a luncheon featuring
Keynote Speaker, Rev.
Dr. Leslie D. Braxton.

The Council Meeting
will conclude Saturday
evening, with Lady in
RED. A Semi-formal to
Formal, After Five affair
for those Grown and
Sexy adults that have
what it takes to have a
good time and look good
doing it.

Seattle Channel For Police Body-cam Videos Draws Attention

1985, the Tacoma donations for the UNCF, aKappa” served families
Alumni Chapter has Volunteered for youth, in Tacoma with gifts for
consistently  awarded and served as sponsors the Christmas Holiday.
By Gene Johnson years and a trip to the interactions with the
Associated Press Washington = Supreme public, the department
(AP) When a Court for the records to has taken a vastly
Seattle television station start being provided. different approach under
sought copies of patrol- But as a dozen new Chief Kathleen
car dashboard videos officers have started O’Toole. It’s voluntarily

from the city’s police
department, it took four

wearing body cameras in
a pilot project to record

putting blurry, silent
versions of the videos on
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YouTube, giving the
curious a chance to see
what they entail while
also  protecting = the
privacy of those depicted.

“It’s the way the
chief wants us to do
business,” says Mike
Wagers, the department’s
chief operating officer.
“It’s her way of thinking:
Transparency equals an
increase in public trust.”

Communities across
the U.S. have clamored
for more officers to be
outfitted with the tiny
cameras since a white
officer shot and killed an
18-year-old black man in
Ferguson, Missouri, last
summer, President
Barack Obama wants to
spend $74 million to
equip 50,000 officers
with them. The shooting
of Michael Brown wasn’t
filmed, and so evidence

that could have shown
whether it was justified
was never created.

As the devices’
popularity spreads,
though, many
departments are

struggling with technical
questions of how to
handle the vast amounts
of footage collected, or
how to redact the videos
if necessary. It has
become a key topic in
g o/vier nom € n
accountability, at the
intersection of concerns
about surveillance,
privacy and police use of
force.

Lindsay Miller, a
senior researcher with the
nonprofit, Washington,
D.C.-based Police
Executive Research
Forum, said she’s not
aware of any departments
beside  Seattle that
routinely publish body-
cam videos.

“This is a huge
concern, and it’s one of
the biggest issues we’ve
been hearing from the
law enforcement
agencies we work with,”
she said. ''By using the
cameras you’re signaling
you’re going to be
committed to
transparency But
you're also filming
victims, witnesses, inside
people’s homes. It’s
definitely a balancing
act.”

The idea for the
Seattle Police
Department’s YouTube
channel developed from
a  hackathon” the
department held late last
year. The police had
received a bundle of
broad  public-records
requests from Tim
Clemans, a 24-year-old,
self-taught  computer
programmer who wanted
to see more of the videos
that television station
KOMO had requested
years earlier.

Clemans withdrew
his requests after the
department invited him
and others to help come
up with a better way to
handle videos. Clemans
said it took him an hour
or two to figure out how
to apply code that would
blur them — essentially

“over-redacting”  the
videos.
That allows people to

see generally what’s on
the videos, and to make
formal requests for
original, clear recordings
if they want. While the
department still must go
through a labor-intensive
process to redact the
clear videos for formal

requests, Wagers said, the
result could be fewer
requests or narrower
requests in the future,
saving the agency time
and money.

**You can watch, and
even though it’s over-
blurred, you may look at
it and see there’s nothing
there,”  he said. Oz
maybe you see there’s an
arrest at the 2-minute
mark does that narrow
down your request and
cut down on the time it
takes to respond to it?”’

The department is
still ~ working  with
Clemans, as well as
Amazon Web Services
and others, to improve
the  software. The
department has promised
to make it available to
other police departments
for free, Wagers said. The
chief also last week hired
an Amazon executive,
Greg Russell, to serve as

the department’s chief

information officer.

Some videos that
have been cleared for
release under public
records requests are also
being posted to the
YouTube channel.

The  department’s
handling of the videos
has  intrigued law
enforcement  agencies
around the country, and
Wagers says his voice
mail has filled with
inquiries. But within
Washington state, many
departments are waiting
to see whether
lawmakers in Olympia
approve a measure that
would restrict when such
videos can be released
before  they adopt
policies on the topic _ or
even before they start
using the cameras at all.

That approach is
troubling to Toby Nixon,
head of the Washington
Coalition for Open
Government.

“They see things
like Tim Clemans’ big
request and just panic,”
he said. “"Most agencies
are not aware of or have
not implemented the
provisions in the Public
Records Act that let them
manage their workload.”

Wagers, who
received an award from
Nixon’s group for his
work with Clemans, said
departments may want to
make the videos
available publicly even if
the law doesn’t require it.
I think you’re going to
see more demand from
the public in terms of
increasing accountability
and transparency,” he
said.



