PROGRAM REDUCES
SCHOOL DROPOUTS

Not too many years ago
mostof us believed in the
truth of the old saying,
“Nothing succeeds like
success.” It would ap-
pear today, however, that
the road to success may
be a one-way street to
oblivion.

It seems so, at least
as far as certain Feder-
ally-funded programs in
education are concerned.

A good case in point
is the Office of Education’s
highly successful Title VIII
effort to reduce school
dropouts.

“In spite of dramatic
evidence of nineteen sep-
arate dropout prevention
projects throughout’ the
country, plans are afoot in
our nation’s capitol to re=-
duce the $10 million allo=
cated for these programs
to $4 million,”” said Owen
Lee, Director of Title VIII
Projects.

One begins to wonder just
what is the rationale for
such a reduction. Certainly
results, as published in
carefully documented ev-
aluation reports of the pro-
jects, indicate that sign fi-
cant progress is being
made toward keeping inthe
educational mainstream
thousands of school age
youngsters who otherwise
would be out in the streets
Causing many difficult and
complex problems.

Once there, they would
-become at best unemploy-
able members .of a wel=
fare society, and at worst
prime candidates for a life
+in the dim world of vice
and crime.

What has been the ex-
tent of success in these
nineteen dropout preven~
tion projects? A recent
report’ given at a Directe
or’s Conference in St.
Louis showed that the ori-
ginal ten Title VIII Pro-
jects, (Seattle, St. Louis,
Baltimore, Texas, Arkansas
Miami, Paducah, Fall Ri-
ver, Massachusetts, Fre=
donia New York. Dayton,
and Pine Ridge, South Da=
kota), with a total average
secondary enrollment of
35,300 students, produced
an astounding 45.3% reduc=
tion in the number of drop-
outs over the three-year
period between September
1969 and June 1972,

Presented graphically,
the number and percent cf

dropouts in 1971-72 (1,953
or 5.53%) contrasted dra-
matically with the initial
base-line figures of 3,572
or 10.12% in 1968-69. One
wonders how the Federal
government can justify a
huge 1reduction in funding
the face of suchobvious
success.

The St. Louis Conference
report also showed signi-
ficant results in a second
group of nine Title VIII
Projects whichbegan drop=
out prevention projects in
the Fall of 1971. The to=
tal average yearly secon=-
dary enrollment for these
target schools was 21,000
students. In the base-line
year, 1970-71, dropouts to-
taled 2,604 or 12.4%. Du--
ring the 1971-72 school
year, dropouts were redu-
ced to 1,843 or 8.7%.

The successes reported
in the individual projects
are equally impressive,
doubly so because they are

‘recorded in terms of ==

carefully constructed eva-
luation designs.

It is difficult, when re=
viewing the success of in-
dividual projects, to under-
stand whyresponsiblele~
aders in Washington, D.C.
are not calling for sub-
stantial increases in fune
ding rather than drastic
reductions.

In the Seattle School Dis~
trict #1, the dropout rate
in 1968-69, the year prior
to the institution of Pro-
ject CADRE, was 20%. By
the end of the 1971-72
school year, the dropout
rate in the target schools
had shrunk to 12%. -

Equally impressive was
the reduction of absente-
eism between 1968-69 and
1971-72, andalso creditable
academic gains i n read-
ing and mathematics were
reported.

Federal funds to support

dropout prevention pro=
grams have been applied
under conditions of strict
accountability to -achieve
the major objectives of
those programs.
Accountability and mae-
nagement by objectives are
made a mochery by such
actions. Isour nationalpo=-
licy to support only untried
activities and to gradually
eliminate those which have
proven themselves?

SKCEOB ELECTY NEW

OFFEEERS

The Seattle King County
Economic Opportunity
Board, Inc. announced the
election of new officers for
1973, at their January Bo=-
ard meeting. The agency
is the largest of its kind
in the Pacific Northwest.
Delivering health and so=
cial services to the dis-
advantaged of Seattle and
King County. The funding
is provided through the Of-
fice of Economic Oppor-
tunity, Health Education
and Welfare, and the De=

partment of Labor.

The new officers include
Mr., Harold Booker, Pre-
sident, representing Hou-
sing Authority of King Cou-
nty, Mr, Lloyd Hara, Vice=

President, representing

King County Council, Mr.
Leon Vaughn, Secretary,
representing Environe
mental Commission, and
Mrs. Edna Johnson, Trea=-
surer, representing the
Department of Health and
Social Services.
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DISCOUNT SHOPPING CENTERS

AFTER
INVVENTORY

Prices effective thru Feb. 3.
Quantities Limited!

Acrylic Knit Shawl

200

Regularly $4.57
A delightful beige with fringe trim.

Women's Wear

Pocket Instamatic

Candle Wax
An 11-pound slab of ] 57 Kodak Camera you 97 Large one-pound tub 69:
li dx. can take anywhere. in assorted fiavors.
= "y Pumgl;:gwbtp'. Reg. $1.99 ‘ Cchru Dept. Reg. $23.96 ‘ Sweet Shoppe Reg. 87

Girls' Sleepwear

25 3%

Reg. 10 $3.59 ea.
Flannel, brush nylon & acetate styles.
Women's Wear

iswun 47

Mini Mountain Bars

Liquid Gold 10-0z.

Aerosol for cleaning ]09

interior wood panels.
Housewares Dept. Rog. $1.97 \

Anchor Hocking Mugs
Colorful stack mugs

’ c
in avocado & poppy. I ea.
Reg. 38°

Housewares Dept.

Suave Hair Spray

13-0z. Select from 38 ¢
several formulas.
Drug Dept.  Reg. 69 ea.

Furnace Filters
Select any one-inch 3 93(

size. Stock up & Save. for

Durex Paint Thinner

For all painting and c
clean-up needs. 1-Gal. 67

Hardware Dept. Reg- 94 J Hardware Dept. Reg. 64" ca.

('

Feminine Napkins

Select the regular or C
L the super napkins, 40's. 93

Drug Dept.  Req.$147

j

—

6-In. Service Shoe

Gymnasium Shoes Boys’ No-iron Jeans
Infants’, boys’ and 294 A Polyester-Cotton blend. 933
men’s sizes. Washable. Flare legs. Double sewn.

Shoe Dept. 0. $3.97 \ . Men's Wear  Re8- ”D

With genvine ruff-out 94
uppers. 6 ¥2-12.
Shoe Dept. Reg. $10.97
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