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: LIFE...A COMMENTARY ON AN ART EXHIBIT

Life is who we are/who
we think we are/where we
are/where we’ve been/how
we got there and why. It’s
where we think we are going
and how we plan to get there.
It’s what we are doing and
all the thmgs that we want
and what we’ve never gotten
because of......

Life is for most Black
folks, the day to day rea=-
lity of living in an alien=
ated racist society with
built-in strictures with
which one must grapple
constantly.

Life is all those unspo-
ken things that go on in=
side one’s headand'find ex=
pression perhaps in a si~
lent smile/the timbre of
one’s. voice/ the way one
walks~- small things that
shape one’s style. -

These are just a few
of my thoughts which were
stimulated by a portrait of
a woman by artist Lor-
raine Sando entitled, ‘‘Life
is.”” A simple yet ele-
gant rendering in gray-
white charcoal and cont-"
crayon set on darkground/
it reminds me of a face
‘from a Langston Hughes
poem or the legy of early
Trane showing us the
warmth/depth and the mas=-
tery of the Coltrane yet
to come. There is music,
poetry and so much life/
understanding of life in Ms.
Sando’s work. Her pain-
tmgs have a way of -jums
ping off the1rcanvases right
into one’s life stream cause
ing a fussion of one’s past
with one’s present.

Life bursts into exotic

as far as an art exhibit
is concerned. The irony
here is that art is exhi-
bited where money istran-
sacted and you may or may
not feel the 1mpact of the

by Kelly-Marie Berry
hibited in thegallery/gal-
lery--the museum/gallery
--=the cultural center /gale
lery, but since we do not
have any of these kinds of
institutions in the CentralQ

with what we have to bring
art closer to its sources/
to make it more accessi=-
ble to Black people.
Plaudits to the artists for
their productivity and for

- couraging

Mrs. Elizabeth Wells, dir=
ector of the Central Fed-
eral Credit Union, for en=
this project
which shows us how fun-
ctional community institu=

art. Ideally art is ex- District, we do the best

their idea and thanks to tions can/should be.
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To sum up my feelings
about this exhibit is to say,
here is a group of enter-
prising artists in our com=-
munity who definitely have
their heads together, for
when you stop to think abe
out it, the credit union
is probably one of the most
frequented institutions in
the Black community and
provides the artists with a
captive audience. Unlike
banks, heavily trafficed
with with a constant whirrr
of momentum, the average
customer can spend a bit
more time per visit in the
credit union andthe envire
onment at CAFCU tends to
be friendlier and aesthet-
ically more pleasant than
the average bank; that is,
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