
Congratulations to ROOTS! 
From the Family of 
HENRY & RUTH JOHNSON 

Daddy HENRY A. JOHNSON, Sr., ptiSed 
away Februaty 1984. Momma RUTII is 
doins fair at age 92 in Los Anseles where 
HENRY , Jr. (Hant), metimt Los Angeles 
pq>'!'-Y Sherif~ and WILLIAM (Billy), 
mactlve bas.i fiddb; uo ive. CHARLES, 
Seattle mrident, p&9sed a way November 
1984; his twin, CHESTER, retired Air 
Fon::e jet mecbanic, is Wichita, Kamas 
resident. 'IHOMAS (Iommy), re.al estate 
entrq)J,eneur, ives in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
ROBERT (Bobby), civic servant in 
Los Angeles 36 yeais, retires next year 
to Amway bus.iness. 

Praise God i>r many blessin&9 our 
family Im reoeivcd including 10 gmod­
SlOBS, 3 gm.nddaugb.ttts, 9 gztt grADd­
SlODS, and 3 great granddaughkls. 

O:Jarles - Billy - Hank - Chester -
Tommy- Bobby -- circa 1940 

********************************************************* 

DR._ BEIEN B_ STAFFORD - Tacoma, Washington 

DR. HELEN B. STAFFORD came to Tacoma in the summer of 1926 to visit her 
broth.er, MR JAMES BECK, and bis family. It was during this visit that she met Mr. WENDELL 
STAFFORD. When Helen went back to Kansas, me tenninated her teaching position th.ere, and 
returned to Tacoma where she and WENDELL were married in December 1926. Dr. Stafford had 
taught public school in Kansas City for five years, one year at a dmrdi school, as well as a year in 
Virginia State University at Petermrg. One of her daughtem, MS. BEITY STAFFORD BUSH, is 
a Librarian in the Tacoma Library System 

Dr. Stafford has been a member of Tacoma's Allen Afriam Methodist Episcopal 
Clmrch since December 1926. She served as Superintendent of the Sunday School for 25 years and 
served on the Trustee Board, Lay Organization and Women's Missionacy Society. 

She applied for a tea~ position in Tacoma in 1927, but was denied employment 
because of race. Subsequently, Dr. Sta:ft"ord became the first black employed by the State Depatt­
meot of Public Assistmce in Tacoma, wo~ up to the position of Casework Supervisor during her 
25 yearn of service th.ere. 

In 1986, Dr. St.afforo received an honorary Doctorate from the University of Puget 
Sound, Tacoma. In 1987 she received the Alumni Medallioo. from her Alma Mater, Kansas State 
University in Manhattan, Kansas, for distinguished service. 

Dr. Stafford has led an active life in Tacoma for many years. She has been a long­
time member of the Council on Aging and is an active vohmteer with the SENIOR SCENE, a loal 
news publicatioo. She is grandmother to frur children, and also has frur great-gmndchildren. 
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