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Robert Smalls • 

1839- 1915 
Captai n or th e Planter in the United States Navy rluri ng 1he Civd 
War. later served five terms as Representative from South Caro lina 
in the Congress o f the Uni ted Srares. 
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In 1863, he bec;ame pilol of thC' i ronrlad <ihip, the 
Krokuk, which ,;.ink under enemy f ire. SmJlls 
jumped overboard and sw am to safety. 

Sm~lls worked with Union Officer!> and was agai n 
assigned to the Pl:ln/('r as ri i lot. Because of his 
ski ll anrl rnu rage . he was ,;oon made Capta in. 

/\flN !hr w.ir, ) m;itl~ w as ,1c1ive in many 
branr he~ of J::0V<'rnment '>ervIr r , indurf ing almost 
,1 deradc as Congrc-<i<,1T1Jn of 5ouIh C.uo lina. 

In 1876, corrupt so uthl'rn OPmm rd IS filbcly t h,1r~ed Smallc; of " v1ol.11mg Ihc nuriIy ot Ih£> 
ballot box by unhlush ing fr.iud ." Hr- wa,; cnnvid cd ilnci ~,•nl l"nn·rl 10 !hrt·e yt:.u\ in j.i i1 
AflN SPrving a few days of the sentencr.•, he was rC' IPascd ;1n9 thc> r.·asc cvc>ntually drop.peel . 

The southern Ocmocra ,~ org,m iz"cf for " thr <'nrl n f (jm;i ll-." cfsmng thr 18R6 
election ,ind the h,lllol<; wc r<' m,mipul,11,•d lo d t'IP,11 him. Smalls sou~ht 
to provt' he- w on, hut Congrl':-s dC'n1c>d him a ~<•,11 ~y .a 142-127 votC'. 

Sever.ii years l.1tN, (jrr,,1II•. w,1-. ,1ppo int{'d Co!lr-1 to r of ( u,tom<; for fk,1 ufor1, 
South C lroli n,1 tit• '-t•rvC'd ,n 1hr, l .1p.1< lly until nn wh(•n ,1 Rcpuhlic-an 
C<11' ).;f(' \'i rarl,•d le• f or,f rm hi, ,1pp<o1nln:1Pnl. tt<' di, •c' n R••Juforl i111915 

Born a slave in Philadelphia on Feb. 14, 1760, and 
sold wilh his f.1mily 10 a OPl aware farmer in 1767, 
Richard experiem:ed a religious " 1.. on..,ersion" at 17, 

Ry 1780 he began preachi ng, converted his master. 
purchased his freedom, and wa~ proficient as a wood­
cutter, brickniaster , and wagon team driver. 

Richard Allen 
1760 - 1831 

Co- fo und er of the Free African Society, establ ished Bethel Church, 
first African M ethodist Episcopal C hu rch and b ecam e f irst Negro 
Bishop o i any church in the Un ited States. 

In 1816, he was finally o rdained as a minister 
and later became the first Negro Bishop of any 
chur1=h in the United St.Hes. 

Through his efforts the first Genera l Confe rence o f the ,'\frican 
Methodist Church was held in Philadelphia in 1820. He 
established mi<;sionary work in the South, Ha1t1 , and Africa . 

In 1831, at the First Annual Convent ion 
fo r People of Color, he opposed plans for 
immigra1ion of American blacks to Africa. 

He was .ict ive in the " Free Produce Society" which bought from merchants who 
refused to sell !.lave labor produce Thi-. Prnnomic hoycott ~f't the pattern 
fo r those o f the 191h and 20th Centuries. Richard Al len died March 25, 1831. 

M artin, of pure A frican slock, was born free in Charles Town, 
Virg1n1a, on May 6, 1812. He could not go to school but he 
sIood under schoolroom w indows and recited lessons he heard. 

By 1831 Delany se ttled in Pittsburgh 
where he loaded barges at the docks 
by day, and studied at night. 

He wanted to become a doctor. A white physician 
accepted him as a student and assis tant. Delany learned 
to sew wound-., SPI hones and per fnrm some surgery. 
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M artin R. Delany 
181 2- 1885 

Doctor o f Medicine, edito r, ahol itiOnist speaker, scientist and :: -..:: ~ 
explo rer , ardent fighte r fo r the ri ghts o f freedm en , first Negro Fiel d lrf 1B58, a1 John Brown's request, he convened a convention 10 rat rfy a constitution for 
Officer in United States histo ry. Brown's gueri lla " repub lic." Del any was more interes1ed in leading an eKpedition 10 explore 

~:::::::::::::.,---------------_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-' __ ,h_e_N_;_se_r-.V.,.,nlley. He sailed alone for Africa and reached Monrovia on July 12, 1859. 

The neKt two years were spent lecIuring and wri ting abou1 
Africa. After the Emancipation Proclamation was i ssued in 

_ 1863, Delany recruited men to serve in black ,regiments. 

He met w i th President Lincoln in February 1865 
and presented a plan to send black t roops led 
by black officers into the South. 

He was com missioned the fi rst bl ack majo r in the U. S, Army and 
sent to Charleston, S. C. After the war, he was assigned to the 
new Freedman's Bureau and in 1868, honorably discharged. 

He jo ined Robert Campbell in Abbeokuta. A tribal w ar kept them from 
reaching the Niger. Delany went en to t'ondon and lectured all over 
England and Scotland. He returned l o his family for Christmas 1860. 

Remaining in Charl eston, he was active in po l itics, w rn~e, 
~erved twice as a trial fudge and continued to fight for 
righls of freedmen. He died on January 24, 188S. 
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