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EDWARD ~~DUKE" El:LINGTON 
. Composer Musician - 1899· 

·•· ! • 
dward (Duke) Ellington was bom 1935and Ada'y at the Rhces,"1937. 
in Washington, D.C. in 1899. At During the early 194-0's EHington produced some 
seven years old he began taking of his mo~t outstanding works. Strayhorn's Take the 
piano lessons and continued his "A" Tra;n, became the b2nd's theme song. ln 1941 
musicat training with the intention .,. the band appeared in Jump for Joy, a musical revue 
of becoming a performing artist. wh ich premiered in Hol.lywood.J've Got It Bad and 
He .ittenoed Armstrong High .••. '[hat Ain '(, ,;t1;1cti, was considered the outstanding 

School where he earned the nickname "Duke•i '.f work from this performance. 
because of his suave manner and meticulous style of Ellington irihiated a series of Carnegie Hall con­
dress, Instead of going on to college after graduating , cert.s in January 1943 with his presentation of Black, 
from Armstrong High, Ellington decided to pursue his ·Brown and Beige; The composition, which ran about 
interest in commercial art and his. new love-jazz. , fHty minutes, .was his .first attempt at combining the 
music. ,' .essential elem:~~ts. of 'jazz i:nt o 1a work suitable for 

He formed his own jazz group which played for • performance in a concert hall. .During his subsequent 
dances and parties in the Washington · area. · In 1923 Carnegie Hall recitals he introduced Deep South 
Fats Waller persuaded him to move "to New York. Suite, Blutopia, Liberian Suite ;md New World 
Duke and his Washingtonians were engaged at Bar• . A•Comin'. Harlem was, played at·an Ellington concert 
ron's in H1;1rlem and late.r at the Kentocky· Club on ',J.ti, tt\e ' • •• ,·Opera J:lq1,1se in 1~qt The 
Broadway. h was durirtg.t ~is period ~hat he expanded Ellington'· ed with,the Symphony of the 
the rhythm S$:tion and developed unique solo styles, Air to pr . . . is. Night .Creature at Carnegie HaH in 
The band hit the big tirve with an engagement at the March 1955. ' \. • . , •• 
Cotton Cf Len¢1.< ·Avenue, which lasted for two, • The popularity of Ellington was enh,mced by his 
ye • • •• • • ,'brilliant~ •• ce at th~ Newport Jazz F valin 
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