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because of his suave manner and meticalous style of
dress. Instead of going on to college after graduating
fram Armstrong High, Ellington decided to pursue his
interest in commercigl art and his new lovew;azz
rasic.

He formed his own jazz group which played for
dances and parties in the Washington area. In 1923
Fais Waller persuaded him to move to New York.
Duke and his Washingtonians were engaged at Bar-
ron's in Harlern and later at the Kentucky Club on
Broadway. 1t was during this period that he expanded
the rhythm section and developed unigue solo styles.
The band hit the big time with an engagement at the
Cotton Club on Lenox Avenue, which lasted for two
vears. Black and Tan Fantasy; Creole Love Call; The
Mooche, 8fack Beamy aﬁd Mood mdzga were a few
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fifty minutes, was his first attempt at combining the
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. dward {Duke) Ellington was born 1935 and A day at the Races, 1937
in Washington, D.C. in 1898. At During the early 1940' Ellington produced some
seven years old he began taking  of his most outstanding works, Strayhorn’s Take the
piano lessons and continued his “a” Trgin became the bend’s theme song. In 1941
musical training with the intention  the band appeared in Jump for Joy, & musical revue
of becoming a performing artist.  which premiered in Hollywood. /'ve Got it Bad and

. He attended Armstrong High  Thar Ain't Good, was considered the outstanding

School where he eamed the nickname "Duke”  work from this performance.

Ellington initiated a series of Carnegie Hall con-
certs in January 1943 with his presentation of Black,
Brown and Beige. The composition, which ran about

essential elements of jazz inte g work suitable for
performance in a concert hall. During bis subseguent
Carnegie Hall recitals he introduced Deep South
Suite, Blutopia, Liberian Suite and New World
A-Comin’, Harlem was played at an Ellington concert
The
Elfington band combined with the Symphony of the
Air to premiere his Nigm Creature at Carnegie Hall in
March 1855,
The popularity of Ellington was enhanced by his
1956, which resu ted in hi appeamnce on the cover
of a deén Thé foﬂowmg year he
wrote the score for Paris Blues. -

Eﬁmgmn \ and produced My Peopla fur the
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