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ames P. Beckwourth was born on
a Viginia plantation—miles away
from the untamed west he wes
destined to help conquer in future
years, Although he was the son of
the plantation owner, he was still g
slave, and determined to gain his
freednm whenever the opportunity came. The plants-
tion owner moved to Missouri in 1810 and hired
Beckwaurth out to ablacksmith in 8t, Louis. In spite
of the fact that he/learned the trade, he was not
pleased because he had dreams of finding freadom
and adventure in the West.

The opportunity Beckwourth hoped for came in
the fall of 1823 whén he signed up with the Rocky
Mountain Fur Company He was employed as a
blacksmith, but sodn proved waorthy of the responsi-

bility to purchase Womes for the trappers, In 1825 he
lgarned how to trap beavers and the next year was

allowed to accampany the ather trappers into YeL

with the Blackfo
being a hdstile tribe, He valv

had been captured asa
people. One of the old Crow 'v en decided that this
must be her long-lost son, so Beckwourth was invited
to remain as a member of the tribe. He adopted their
way of life and proved himself to be a brave warrior
in their battles agamst enemy fribes. His influence
amuong the Crows was so great that eventually he was
chosen their chief ar allowed to select a wife from
among their prettiest wmnen. He fived with the
Crows for siX years.
For a while Beckwmnh was a guide to wagon
trains crossing the mountains to California. In 1844
he joined Kearney’s forces in California and served as
a dispateh rider in the Mexican War. Because he had |
/ Mountains as a fur trapper and|

he became chief scout o
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LANGSTON HUGHES

COMPLIMENT

;Poel

angston Hughes,  ons of Ameri.
ca’s most profific writers, was born
in Joplin, Missourt. The first few
years of his life were spent with his
grandmother in Lawrence, Kansas.
His grandmother taught him the
vatue of pride and self respect. She
carefully selected his friends and activities, primarily
1o proteet him against the shome and embarrassment
of discriminetion. Nevertheless, be was forced to
attend segregated schools in Lawrence and Topeka,
Kansas. 1t was in a Topeka library that he was
introduced to the wonderful world of books: and
thus developed the urge to write and treate his own
word pictursz of life. Hughes completed Gramimsr
school in Lincoln, iHinols and was the post of his
class, Throughout high school in Cleveland, Ohio, he
contiriued to fose himself in the world of books.

After graduating from high school he went to
Mexico 1o lve with his tather, and work in his father’s
business. During his stay in Mexico, Hughes wrote
“The Negro Speaks of Rivers” a poem which was
published in The Crisis in 1921, Except for: this
creative  effort, the fifteen month visit wass an
unpleasant one, resulting in his decision to return
home.

He enrolled at Columbia University but stayed for
only one year, The univessity did not offer the

creative challenge he sought, so for a while he studied

on his own and worked at odd jobs around New York
City, Then he ventu mé an 2 journey which apened a
new life. For thiee yvears he traveled as o seaman to

West Abrica, Paris, Italy and Spain.

Hughes worked his way back to New Yark and
wex“e’i to live with his family in Washington, D.C. He

1902 — 1967

spent one year working in the office of
tion for the Study of Negro Life and H
for life wok him away from this dignifie
jobs in restaurants and laundries, whick
more fun. 1t was while working as
Wardman Park Hotel, that he me
Lindsay, one of his idols. He reluctan
copies of “Jazzonia”, “Negro Da
Blues”, and asked him to read the
meraly sought the a;&ptwal ﬁf his
that he would become hes
arrived at the hotel the next mo
cameramen were waiting to mest
poet”, whom Lindsay had disc
popularity and the praise of his
to the youhg poet. He gained acae
but also recognized the need t
he enrolled at Lincoln Universit
continued to study there until he g
Hughes spent vacations, o w
after graduation, in Harlem. Th
ment of the city during the 1920
environment for him, He o
laughter, the sounds, snd th
Hig creativity helped to a
sance. Weary Blues; Fine Clothe
Withour Laughter, and The Ways
waorks produced during this
 Hughes' works h
national magazines; Ematzi ;
vision; newspapers an
effarts, which spann :
Sea, his autobsogra;}hy writt
in Harlem, Fislds of Won
His Mind (1950); Laughing ¥
{(1952); | Wonder as | Wender
for Jazz (1962} and ?’Y?e Pay
{1867). The latter was a f
published after bis d&&m
in addition to the adn
friends, Hughes also
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Wc:xife Award fk:ar_ﬁxé

Letters,

Further &videﬁc@ o
literary achievernent
that be wes able
wﬂfessmnaf eamsrsgs
tion t:z‘f hs*mg L&f’ 4




