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11 LANGSTON HUGHES 
:Poet 1902 -1967 

angstoi1 Hughes, one of Ameri­
ca's most prolific writers. was botn 
in Joplin, Missouri. Tl.le first few 
years of his lifo were spent with his 
grandmother in Lawrence, Kansas. 
His grandmother taught him the 
value of pride and self respect. She 

catetully seteilled his frien<ls and activities, primarily 
to protect him against the shame and emoorrn.ssrnent 
of discrimination. Neverthele$s, he was forced to 
attend segregated schools in Lawrence and Topeka, 
Kansas. It was in a Topeka library that he was 
introduced to the wonderful world ot books: and 
thus developed the urge to write and creme his own 
word pictures of life. Hughes completc->d grammar 
school in Lincoln. Illinois and was the poet of his 

. class. Throughout high school in Cleveland, Ohio, he 
continued to lose himself in the world of books. 

After graduating from high school he went to 
Mexico to live with hfs father, and work in his father's 
business. During his stay in Mexico, Hughes wrote 
"The Negro Speaks of Rivers" a poem which was 
published in The Crisis in 1921. l:xcept for· this 
creative effort, the fifteen month visit was an 
unpleasant one. resulting in · his decision to return 
home. 

He enrolled at Columbia University but stayed for 
o_tily one year, T;he universtty did not offat the ., 
creative challenge he sought, so for a while he studied 
on hi~ own and worked at odd jobs ;round New York 
City. Then he ventured on a journey which opened a 
new life. Fof three years he traveled as a seaman to 
w~.st Africa, P;3ris, Italy ?nd Spain. 

Hughes worked his . way back to New, York and 
werlt to Hve whh his family in Washington, D.C.H.e 
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