Feb 77

THE FACTS' BLACK HISTORY SALUTE Page 11

A SALUTE TO BLACK MISTORY WEEK

0

Walter E. Fauntroy

Parren J. Mitchell Robert N. C. Nix

A new power bloc, the Black caucus, has
housed itself within the Congress of the
United States. The Black caucus, comprised
of thirteen of the fourteen Congressional
members, was organized for the purpose of
opening some line of communication be-
tween the Nixon administration and the
Black people of this country.

The chairman of the caucus is Charles C.
Diggs, Jr., United States Congressman from
Detroit since 1954. Congressman Diggs is
chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Sub-

committee on Africa. e

Robert N. C. Nix has been a United
States Congressman from Pennsylvania’s
2nd district since 1958. Nix serves as chair-
man of the House Subcommittee on Postal
Operations. He startled many of his con-
stituents when he iptroduced a “back-to-
Africa” resolution. 2

Augustus Hawkins has been United States
Congressman from the 21st district of Cali-
fornia since 1963. His majorities in the elec-
tions of 1962 and 1964 were among the
largest ever won by a Congressional candi-
date. Hawkins had been a California assem-
blyman since 1934 and has recently cir-
culated a budget in excess of $100,000 for
an organization serving state and local Black
officials as well as congressmen.

When Representative John Conyers, Jr.,
was elected in 1964, Michigan became the
first state to send two Blacks to Congress at

the same time (the other is Congressman -

Diggs). Conyers presented the joint testi-
mony of the Black caucus members in op-
position to the Supreme Court nominations
of Judges Clement Haynsworth and G. Har-
rold Carswell. He is also sponsor of a “full-
opportunity act” which would designate $30
billion annually over the next decade to the
areas of jobs, housing and education. Sec-
tions of the bill are presently before various
Congressional committees.

One of the newest Black members of Con-
gress is Representative George W. Collins
for the 6th district of Illinois. Collins served
as temporary speaker of the House in De-
cember 1970 by invitation of House Speaker
John W. McCormack.

Representative Ralph H. Metcalfe from
Illinois was, in 1969, the first Black alder-
man to be elected president tempore of the
Chicago city council—a position second to
the mayor's in presiding over council meet-
ings. Metcalfe succeeds the late William
Dawson.
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for their extra efforts on this special issue. Both the staff and
our sponsors hope the following pages will enlighten many of our
readers. Iknow all Americans will proudly join us in a well-
deserved ''Salute to Black History."
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Special Thanks

It is with extreme pleasure that THE FACTS takes this oppor-
tunity to celebrate Black History Week, February 11th through
14th. For many years Blacks have played a vital role in the
history of the United States. In our struggle for survival and in
our determination to succeed, we must press on in the pursuit of
equality, justice, understanding and full participation until the
promise of America is realized by all its people.

A special thanks to THE FACTS staff:
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Parren J. Mitchell represents the 7th dis-
trict of Maryland. He is a former professor
at Morgan State College and has a history
of active civil rights participation.

Representative Charles B. Rangel defeat-
ed the famous Harlem representative of a
quarter of a century, Adam Clayton Powell,
in the 1970 New York Democratic primary.
Representing New York’s 18th Congression-
al district, Rangel hopes to establish a fed-
eral bank within his district which would
give credit to slum residents.

Representative Louis Stokes, in his sec-
ond term of office, was appointed as the first
Black member ever to sit on the Appropria-
tions Committee of the House. During his
freshman term in 1969 he sponsored a bill
that would entitle every citizen to a quality
education—from preschool to college grad-
uate level.

William L. Clay, Representative from
Missouri’s 1st district, is a strong critic of
the Nixon administration. It was he who
called for the organization of a political
Black voice, in response to Nixon’s failure
to meet with the then eight Congressional
members of the caucus.”

Representing the 30 per cent white and
70 per cent Black and Puerto Rican Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant district of Brooklyn, “Fight-
ing Shirley Chisholm” defeated Republican
James Farmer, former head of CORE, to
become the first Negro congresswoman in
the United States. Her activism in Congress
has received much publicity.

Rev. Walter E. Fauntroy of Washington,
D.C., became the first delegate to the United
States Congress representing the nation’s

, capital since the nineteenth century. Repre-
. sentative Fauntroy significantly outpolled

six other candidates of widely varying
platforms. Elected March 23, 1971. Faunt- |
roy was seated as a nonvoting delegate and
has since sought support for an expanded
home rule bill for the District.

In 1966 Edward W. Brooke became the
first Black to be elected to the United States
Senate since Reconstruction. Senator Brooke.
a Republican, first gained prominence in
Massachusetts while serving as chairman of
the Boston Finance Committee in 1961-62.
In 1966 a predominantly white electorate
sent Brooke to the Senate. Brooke has re-
jected Nixon's offer to join his cabinet. Al-
though not a member of the Black caucus.
Brooke is a close friend in the United States
Senate.
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a special offer from your
Coca-Cola bottler.An lllustrated
History of Black Americans”

a $795 value for only $3.25.

This hard cover Time-Life publication filled with illustrations and

photographs can be yours for only $3.25 with proof of
purchase of Coca-Cola. i

Get your copy soon. Look for details at participating stores
where you shop for Coca-Colaq, or fill out the order blank.

Please send me ___ copies of "An lllustrated History of Black Americans” @ $3.25
each. Total amount enclosed ;

For h book ordered please include proof-of-purchase of Coca-Cola which may be.ony one of the following: a) six
b?or?ggd plastic cap Iingrs from botlle caps: or b) one proof-of-purchase seal from boitom of a carton of cans or no-
deposit bottles; or ¢) three neck labels from large no-deposit bottles; or d) one embossed trademark from a plastic collar
(holder) on a six-pack of cans; ore) a cash register tape with fhe price of a corto.n of Coc_o-Colo encircled. Do not mail
metal bottle caps. Send check or money order (payable to History of Black Americans) with proof-of-purchase to:

History of Black Americans P.O. Box 4448, Chicago. lllinois 60677
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Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. This offer expires 4.
l Aug. 31, 1974. Offer good only INUSAwhere M gy
L:mconditionolly valid. e,

Enjoy
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—— It's the real thing.Coke.

Trade-mark®

“Coca-Cola" and "Coke" are registered trade-marks which identify the same product of The Coca-Cola Company.

Bottled under the authority of The Coca-Cola Company by the people in yQur town who bring you Coca-Cola.




