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ALAIN LEROY LOCKE 
Writer · Scholar 1886 - 1954 

lain Leroy Locke, critic and 
chronieler of the Harlem Renais­
sance, was born in Philadelphia. He 
grew up there and attended Central 
High Sehoo! ahd the Philadelphia 
School o'.f Pedagogy. He enrolled at 
Harvar:cfUniversity, and graduated 

In 1907 with a 8.A.. degree and membership in ?hi 
. 8eta ./<appa. The academic record which Locke 
achieye't;L11$ an was evidence of his 
oo:martdirt9 lntelle and • potential for 
significant achievement in later life. In addition to 
this he possessed the integrity and moral stamina 
which won for him the world's most prestigious 
graduate schol.arshlp, the Rhodes Scholarship estab• 
lished in 1899. In 1907 Locke became the first black 
Rhodes Schofar and studied at Oxford Unfversity in 
England until 19l0. After leaving Oxford he studied 
philosophy at the University of Berlin for two years. 
In 1918 he completed his doctoral dissertation, "The 
problem of Classification in the -fheory of Value", 
arid was awarded the Ph.O from Harvard University. 

When Locke returned to America from Berlln in 
1912 he joined the faculty of Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. He taught philosophy and English 
and in 1917 became full Professor of Philosophy and 
head of the department of philosophy. Locke con­
tinued on the How.ird faculw, except for periodic 
leaves, until 1953. During the school year 1927 -28 he 
was. an Exchange Professor at Fisk University in 
Tennessee. In 1943 he had the privilege to serve as 
Inter-American Exchange Professor in Haiti. He was 
invited to serve as Visit\ng Professor at the University 
of Wlscorn;in in J 94ti and lectured at the New Schl1ol 
for Social Research in 1947. 

Locke's unique insight and scholarly writing on the 
theory of values, an area of study which is highly 
subjective and even controversial, won him distinc• 
tion .among his peers. His doctoral dissertation and his 
Values·• and Jmperati,ves , in American Philosophy: 
Today and Tomorrow .were considered outstandfng 
contributions to the field. 

It is likely that Locke's most significant influence 
W<'IS in an aiea outsl<fe of his academic speciality. In 
1925 he €dited a landmark coUectlon of the work of 
yo1mg black writers; 'ftie New Negro, which marked 
the arrival ofthe Harlem Renaissance. In commenting 
on tfle new movement for cultural self-expression 
l,;ocke stated: "Social prejudice, which was meant to 
hamper the Negro- and which has hampered him in 
eoononric, political and social ways-has turned out 
to be:agreaupiritu11l discipline and a cultural blessing 
in dTsgµise. For, it has preserved the Negro sense of,a 

peculiar folk solidarity , . . the root of the paradox 
. , , the stone that was socially rejected in the 
practical aspects of the American democracy has 
become a cornerstone spiritualty in the making of a 
distinctive American culture," Thus he emerged as· 
the leading intellectual spokesman of the Renais• 
sance-a period of remarkable creativity in black 
literature, art and drama . 

Throughout his life Dr. Locke combined his studies 
in philosophy, education. the social sciences and the 
arts with his studies on the culture of Black America, 
and as a result contributed a uni(iue collection of 
works on American culture: These include: Race 
Contacts and lnter•Racial Relations, 1916; The Negro 
in America, 1933 and When Peoples Meet, 1942. 

For a number of years he directed a great deal of 
effort toward encouraging young writers and wrote 
annual reviews ot their literature in various publica-

tions. In addition, he edited the March 1925 edition 
of Survey Graphics which was d~oted entirely to the 
works of young Harlem writers. In 1927 he edited 
Pl<1ys of Negro Life and Four Negro Poets. In 1934 he 
founded Associates in Negro Education and served as 
editor of it s series, Bronze Booklets. Locke made 
three significant contributions to the series: Negro 
Art: Past and Present, 1936; The Negro .and His 
Music, 1936; and The Negro fn Art, 1940. 

After years of writing and lecturing, Or. Locke 
desired to write one comprehensive book which 
would sum up his broad interest in black contribu­
tions to American culture. In 1951 he secured a grant 
from the Rockef-etler Foundation and a leave of 
absence from Howard University in order to begin 
preparing his ,'masterwork. Ill health detaved the 
progress of.. !tis work; however, he war. faithfully 
assisted by Margaret Just Butcher who carried on the 
research and writing and pledged to see it through to 
publication. , In 1956, two years after his death, 
Locke's final litet;ary and scholarly effort Was pub­
lished by Mrs. Butcher. 

S A FECO 
INSURANCE 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

CCLARENCE REED WHITE: 
Scientist 1907 -1969 

larence Reed White was born 
November 6. 1907 in McKamie, 
Arkansas. His parents moved to 
Washington, D.C. when he was very 
young. He grew up in Washington 
and graduated from Dunbar High 
School. He was given a scholarship 

to Amherst College in Massachusetts and enrol led 
there in 1924, He graduated in 1928 with a major in 
mathematics and Latin. 

He received a fellowship to do graduate work at 
Howard University and completed the requirements 
for the M.A. df!grpe in 1930. A General Education 
Board Fellowship was awarded him to do further 
study in the department of astronomy at the Univer­
sity of CalrfomiH, BerkeJey. Atter completing his 
studies at Berkeley, he taught mathematics and 
physics for several years. 
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In 1942 Mr. White accepted a position as associate 

physicist with the U.S. Army Signal Corps. He 
worked at Evans Signal Labs in New Jersey until 

• 1946. Because of his background in mathematics and 
astronomy, he was assigned to work with a team of 
scientists who were experimenting with methods to 
determine the distance from the earth to the moon. 
The group successfully beamed radar to the moon 
and received back a signal. Their experi.ment proved 
that light could be reflected and also determined the 

.. precise distance from the earth to the moon. This 
pioneering effort was a forerunner of today's space 
program. 

Mr. White was one of the first scient ists to consider 
the possibility otsending a man to the moon. He sent 
a letter to the Signal Corps in 1944 reqardmq the 
scientific vahie. of such a project, He received o replv 
stating that the government did not have money for 
such a nonsensical project. 

On June 26, 1951 he received a copyn9h t on h,,; 
design of a Two,Dimension,11 Slide Ru le Th,s corner ,.,, 
device was designed to add another d1rnonsion 10 !l l<' 

conventional slide rule and make it possible 10, the 
user to add and subtract in addition to th" usu,,! 
operations. It also reduced the number of sc;.d, •s 
required to perform these operatiom .4n ilt,s1, ,11'1 

The Two . Dimensional Slide Rule. ,1ppe;,n•d 111 ttw 
bulletin of The Mathematical Associ;Jtion of A,ni}nec, 
April , 1961 . 

Other scientific contributions on which he rece•v.••: 
copyrights were: Nomographic Computers as,? l ,vo 
Dimensional Slide Rule, rvetworA /mpeda11ce Ci/cul,., 
tor and A Propos;,1J for Dymm1i<:al and Theo,-eu,;,:1! 

Astronomy. He was also the author of a bl')oi<; . Two 
Mathematkians Play Contact Brid,qe. 

In addition to inventions, teachinu was <:•nf.• (;11\,1, 
White's major interests: thus he held posit.iwH> a' 
Howard University: Bethune Cookmiln Co!i0nc, 
Hampton Institute; Sodth Caroi>na State Colierw ,);~(j 

Fort Valley State College in Georgia, ,vhere he tavght 
from 1963 until the t ime of Im death 

Mr. White was involved in several space and nuclear 
projects white working as a physicist at the rnis~le test 
center, Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexicu. Fram 
1955 to 1963 he was ;i mathernatici.in a1 Atiimleen 
Proving <3round, Maryland. 

He did not limit his quest for knowledge to the 
laboratory, but throughout his career he pa;ticipated 
in summer institutes and conterenc,is, often as a 
lecturer, He also held membership 10- American 
Association for the Advancement ot Sdence; Arnen 
can Ordnance Associat ion: American Mathematical 
Society and The Mathernattc,i i Associa.tion of Ameri 
ca, 

For his contribtHlon of 1hP Two D1mens1onal Slide 
Rule, he received an Academic Av,ard for Creative 
Mathematics from Omegu Psi Ptn F rntemltv iri 1948. 
He was also c1t0 d in American Men of Science; Who 's 
Who in America!' Education, and Who's Who 'in the 
South West. He was a member of Alpha Delta 
Astronorniqil Honor Society, University .of California 
and Beta Kappa Chi Scientific Honor Society. 

A 1 thti time of his death in 1969 he was <1$Sistant 
professor of mathematics and physics at Fort Valley 
State and was in the process of developing slide rule 
calculators to be used in some of his d asse~-
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