THE PEOPLE SPEAK

Should Students Be Allowed To
Carry Pepper Mace To School?

By Karla Clark
The Seattle Medium

Each day millions of children
and teens are sent to school with
the intention of getting what their
parents want most--an education.
Somehow the burden of learning
their lessons seems quite small

compared to the hopes they make

it home safely.

The death of a young Federal
Way girl, who was killed behind
her high school, has parents
outraged and wondering what is
to be done about the safety of
their children. The issue now is
whether or not students should
be allowed to protect themselves
by carrying Pepper Mace to
school.

Parents and students say they
would feel much safer. School
officials, however, feel it will
cause more endangerment for the
students in the event they may
use it on each other.

In a recent poil, 77% of
students said they never felt safe
in the schools and 23% said they
did. We wanted to know what
some students thought about
students carrying Pepper Mace
for their protection to school with
them. Although having the Mace
seems to make some people feel
better and safer, they must
realize it is illegal to carry.
According to the law, police,
meter-readers and mail-carriers
are the only ones who can carry
the Mace. Even then, it can only
be used in self-defense. Here is
what some students told The
People Speak:

0

CHRISTOPHER PEGRAM
"I know a friend who was
suspended because they were
carrying the Pepper Mace. It
made them feel safer. I think it
would be okay to have as long as
people use it in the rieht wav."

TAMIKA SAULS
"I know students who take it as a
joke and carry it for fun already.
I don't like it because it makes
you cough. I don't think it would
be very much safer if the
students were to be allowed to

NAKACHIA DORROUGH
"I think it would be okay to carry
the Mace to school. It is for our
protection. I know people who
had it but got it taken away. I
don't think it's fair."
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POLITICAL POTPOURRI

New County Executive & Corporations
Question: Did corporations buy influence with the new King
County executive? Some folk are wondering because new exec
Gary Locke persuaded 30 local corporations to sponsor his
coming-out party. These corporations donated $1,000 each to
Locke's "office fund." This money will be used to finance the
inaugural bash for party loyalists. Locke defends his action by
saying that there is no difference between asking for campaign
contributions and office contributions. Not so say some concerned
citizens. They are concerned about the appearance of influence-
buying that is presented. The appropriateness of the solicitation of
funds from the corporate community is what's at issue. Locke,
like other politicians, needs to be mindful of the messages they are
sending by their course of conduct.
Clean Hands
One Disgruntled Voter is concerned about the recent actions of
Governor Lowry. This voter is concerned because the governor is
offering a $19.7 million tax-break over the next 18 months for
companies that invest in advanced computing and electronics. The
concern here is whether this action on the governor's part
constitutes a payback to those companies who made donations to
the campaign against Initiatives 601 and 602. Some companies in
the computing and electronics industry contributed funds to the
fight against 601 and 602. So Disgruntled Voter questions the tax-
break for companies that invest in advanced computing and
electronics. Maybe Disgruntled Voter has got it all wrong. Maybe
his distrust is misplaced. After all, the fastest growing industry in
the country is that of computing and electronics. Disgruntled Voter
needs to take a second look at the governor's action in light of
future economic needs of the state.
Service & Community
During the course of this year's activities, we need to take a
look at advocate groups and determine if they are advancing the
interests of the community as a whole or if they are advancing
their own selfish interests. Those who would aspire to speak and
act for the community need to be aware of the impact that their
actions have on the social, political and economic interests of the

community. Things being done in the name of and for the benefit
of the community should be for that purpose and that purpose
only. The community's interest is advanced when all of us put
aside our self-interests as groups and individuals in the interests of
the collective good of the community. Community survival is
dependent upon our coming together and working for the greater
good of the community in the broadest sense.
Crunch Time

Once again we are faced with a significant lack of African
American hiring in positions of influence in a Locke
administration. Newly elected County Executive Gary Locke has
made a number of appointments to head county agencies. Those
agency head appointments based upon our observance have been
primarily White males. One African American woman has been
appointed, while one African American male has been bumped
from his position as head of county personnel. Well, Locke is
holding true to form. Longtime Locke observers have reaffirmed
once again Locke's unwillingness to reach out in a meaningful
way to the African American community when it comes to hiring
people in his administration.

Patty's First Year

Senator Patty Murray's first year in that post has earned mixed
reviews. The "Mom in Tennis Shoes" finds the difference between
reality and political rhetoric quite striking. Patty is luckier than
most freshman Senators because she has more positive than
negative reviews. Some congressional watchers are of the opinion
that Patty may in the future become a first-rate Senator. Others
believe that Patty's emotional style may be a stumbling block to
future achievement. Patty has been true to her campaign vow to
champion the cause of the middle-class family. Patty has been
outspoken on those issues of benefit to them. One area of concern
for us is Patty's staff hirings. Patty, like her political soul mate,
Gary Locke, has done little to recruit and hire African Americans
on her personal staff. There is also a lack of Black faces among
those nominated by Patty for federal appointments. We expected
better of Patty. Although we don't know why.

We've got what you need to get the job done!

CRAFTSMAN]
your choice

9.99.

A. 6-pc. punch and chisel set. E. 9%2-in. arc joint pliers.
E 6-pc. screwdriver set.
Made in USA—
guaranteed forever”.

B. 2-pc. pliers set.
C. Magnetic screwdriver.
D. 10-in. adjustable wrench.

Special purchases

Special purchases

A. 74737
B. 68462

kit includes 40 rivets.
B. $5 LESS. Our 1999 stapler  glue sticks.
kit includes 1000 staples.

*If any Craftsman hand tool ever fails to give complete satisfaction,
return it for free replacement.

CRAFTSMAN]
vyour choice

C. 65134

A. $5 LESS. Our 1999 riveter €. $8 LESS. Our 2299 glue
gun kit complete with 6

Special purchases

C. 80559

C. 44739/40

C. $30 VALUE.10-pc.
wrench set.

D. $30 VALUE. 20-pc.
screwdriver set includes
tool box.

B. 44619

A. 20-in. ool box with
metal tote tray.

B. $28 VALUE. 2-pc.
adjustable wrench set.

g

. D. 17744

A. over $45 VALUE.
12-pc. standard or metric
combination wrench set
with storage rack.
Special purchase.

B. SAVE $5. 8-light tier kit.
Malibu*® low voltage set has
65-ft. cable, reg. 34.99.

C. Sears best 20-in. tool box
includes 3/8-in. socket ;

C. Cordless 3/8-in.
drill/driver with clutch and
powerful 7.2-volt motor.
D. 2.0 HP, 6-gal. wet/dry
vac includes accessories.

A. over $60 VALUE. 53-pc.
mechanic's tool set.

B. $10 LESS. Our 4999
industrial quality sander

bring it to school."
drill. 0-600 RPM no load

speed. Special purchase.
C. 2.5-HP, 8-gal. wet/dry
vac loaded with extras.

A. $10 LESS. Our 7999, 3-in,
belt sander with dust pick up
system. Special purchase.

wrench. Special purchase.

50¢ Special

ea. purchases.
Assorted Craftsman
drill bits in popular
sizes including 1/16, 5/64,
3/32, 7164, 1/3, 9/64-in.

1 1 9 Special

- purchase.
1-in. x 25-ft. fape
measure with holder.
Convenient holder
clips on workbelt.

$1 2 Special
purzhase.

48-in. level with top

includes extra sanding
sheets

A. 50115

A. $60 LESS. All the key

with extra blades.

B. 1/2-in. variable speed

14.99 ::::.

6-pc. reciprocating
saw blade pack. 6

of our most popular
sizes in one package.

49.9
Router table. Its
2 table extensions
provide added work
surface for more
versatility.

$88 e,

over $130 VALUE. 86-

Special
purchase.

features of our Sears 15999,
3-ton floor jack.

Special purchase.

B. $30 LESS. Our 12999,
3/4-HP reciprocating saw

C. Our most powerful
16-gal. wet/dry vac with
accessories. 5.0-HP.
Sucks up everything from
sawdust to nails.

read vials. Durable
; ribbed aluminum
3 ; 3 frame with shock-

s resistant plates.
DERRICK SMITH

Acrylic vials.
"I personally don't think the
students should be allowed to
bring it to school. I think some
may use it in the wrong way, like
on each other. I think things
should be left the way they are."

pc. mechanic's tool
set. Includes ratchets
in 41/4, 3/8, 1/2-in. drive.
Standard and metric
sockets.

ica’s favorite cards at Sears.



