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Sanford Residents Worrled Abou Thelr City’s Future

By James Harper
Special to the NNPA from the
Florida Courier ,
SANFORD, FLA. — Now
that George Zimmerman has
been found not guilty and the
news media are packing to leave
Sanford, residents are concerned
about the future of their city and
the lives of other Black teens

who may be walking their streets

and are killed on their way home.

While being interviewed at
the Goldsboro Community
Center in Sanford awaiting the
Zimmerman verdict July 12, Don
Brown asked the Florida Courier,
“Where do we go after this is
over? When the news media
blows over? Two, three, five
years down the road, are we
going to go back to business as
usual?”

Sanford resident Brown was
on “verdict watch” with many
other community members at the
local center, and said there was
no winner after the verdict.

“I would have been scared
too, because of the system that
exists,” Brown said, adding that
now is the time to discuss the
racial issues that exist in this

community of approximately
50,000 — with a 30 percent Black
population. ;

Brown said there  are
divisions between Blacks and
Whites, and it upsets him when
he hears Whites don’t want to
talk about the mistreatment of
Blacks historically.

“Slavery was part of our
history. Jews don’t let you forget

about the Holocaust,” he
declared.

Sanford resident Cheryl
Smith, a retired correction

officer, was also at the Goldsboro
Center on verdict watch. She
reflected on the jury’s decision.

“It could have been a child
coming from church, school.
Zimmerman  should have
exercised caution, asked some
pertinent questions. Problems
have been existing (in Sanford).
No one was surprised what
happened (to Trayvon). (This)
city is governed by some, for
some,” Smith noted.

James Davis, 65, a retired
insurance adjuster, said what
happened to Martin since he was
shot was “part of a government
breakdown.”
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“We went to the mayor, to
the city manager, to get charges
brought. We pursued issues in a
logical manner. Police refused to
arrest Zimmerman. The state
attorney refused to bring charges.
We had to go public (to get
Zimmerman arrested),” Davis
said. (Former Police Chief) Bill
Lee would not have had
Zimmerman face any charges.

“We have a new Black police
chief and a Black city manager
because of a history of injustice,”
said Davis, noting that City
Manager Norton Bonaparte was

hired two years ago and Police

Chief Cecil Smith, who replaced
Lee, was hired to reduce tension

.in the city after pressure was

applied from local Black leaders.
- Davis said ‘they are still
working on getting more Blacks
hired to work for the city.
. “We don’t have jobs
representing. the *city’s Black
population in our city’ s work

force,” he said.

=1 always
Zimmerman should have been
charged with manslaughter. We
still don’t know if George

th‘ought-

Zimmerman pulled his gun
(before being on the ground).
Zimmerman was never drug-
tested. We only have the version
(of events) of the killer,” Davis
concluded.

~ Tina Eudell, a victim service
advocate, is worried about her
grandson who is 16.

“He could be treated like
Trayvon because he is Black. If
the law doesn’t change, they are
not going to change. Self-defense
is a big lie. Trayvon had to
defend himself,” said Eudell.

William Taylor, a retired

Seminole County school teacher,
says the “good old boys” in
Sanford have to be brought
down.

“Unfair treatment has to end.
He (Zimmerman) profiled him,
stalked him, killed *:im. We hav:
been going through this for
years. Killing Black boys and
beating them before they get to
the county jail,” he said.

“The same thing happening
here is happening everywhere
else.”

King County Woman Charged With Medicaid Fraud -

OLYMPIA— On Monday,
the Attorney General’s Office
Medicaid Fraud Control Unit
(MFCU) filed felony criminal
charges against a King County
caregiver in Thurston County

Superior Court.

Burnice R. Thompson was a
paid careglver . for  her
grandmother, Medlcaxd

recipient who passed away in
November 2012. She is charged

“ with one count of Theft in the
First Degree and two counts of
Medicaid False Statement for
continuing to bill Medicaid for
care hours two months after her
grandmother had passed away,

costing the Medicaid program
$6,152.38.

Arraignment will be set for
Tuesday, July 30, at the Thurston
County Courthouse.

Mayor’s Office For Senior Citizens Offers Advice On Estate Planning, Legal Issues

The Mayor’s Office for
Senior Citizens is now hosting
the Senior Rights Assistance
Program. Senior Rights
Assistance is a program of
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pulled out .a gun on a child is
enough, to me, for it to be a hate
crime.”

When asked how this case
would affect his future, Blair

Senior Services that provides
trained volunteers to assist with
information about: :

 Estate planning (including
wills, powers of attorney and

health care directives)
* Guardianship
e Landlord/tenant concerns
» Elder law attorney referrals
To make an appointment

states; “As a Black boy, I'm
already scared for my life when I
walk:down the street, but what
scares me even more is I’m used
to it, and this case shows me that

nothing can be done about it.”
The outcome of the trial also
has Blair fearful of residing in
the State of Florida. Blair was
considering attending school in

_with a Senior Rights Assistance

volunteer at the Mayor’s Office
for Senior Citizens, call (206)
684-0500, or e-mail
seniors@seattle.gov.

Miami — where he had a full
scholarship, but now he is
reconsidering that decision.
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