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Demographic Change Amplifying Racial Inequities In America 
By Suzanne Gamboa not new.· What is new is that The sih!ation prompted San going to have to depend on for their 
Associated Press minority children will, in the not- Antonio Mayor Julian Castro to Social Security, for their Medicare 

WASHINGTON (AP) - One- too-distant future, form the core of push for voter approval to raise the and just for a productive economy to 
year-old Ka'Lani is so fascinated by the nation's workforce, and their sales tax and expand preschool keep all ofus going in the future." 
a round plastic toy that she doesn't taxes will be depended on to keep opportunities in his city, wh,ich is The picture isn't an · bleak. 
see her mother, Ke'sha ScriVMr, solvent entitlement programs for the 63.2 percent Hispanic. History and recent data show 
walk into the Martha's Table day elderly. "I see a gap in educational improvements for the next 
care, chanting her name while softly Based on where things stand for achievement for San Antonio generations of immigrant families. 

' clapping out a beat that Ka'Lani nonwhite children today, it's not children versus children in Texas The - Pew Research Center 
keeps with a few bounces on her hard to make some educated guesses and the nation, and a large found second-generation 
bottom. . 1 about what.the future holds for the percentage of those are minority Americans, some 20 million U.S.-

Once ,on welfare, Scrivner youngest of America's children who children and of course, we wanted to born children of 20th century 
worked her way off by studying already are a majority of their age change that trajectory," Castro said immigrants, are better off than their 
early childhood education and group, said Sam Fulwood III, a· in an interview. immigrant parents. They have 
lan(jing a fullitime job for the senior fellow at the Center for President Barack Obama has higher incomes, more graduate from 
District 'of Columbia's education American Progress. proposed raising cigarette taxes to college and are homeowners and 
superintendent. She sees education The recent recession worsened help pay for preschools. He has fewer live in poverty, the study 
as the path to a better life for her and conditions for many children, but proposed a program to entice states found. 
her five children, pushing them to minorities were hard hit and are to expand preschool programs to Many experts on low-income 
finish high school and continue with having more difficulty recovering. reach families with incomes up to children see good health as one 
college or a trade school. The • Pew Charitable Trusts • twice the poverty line, and to require more building block for education 

. Whether her children can beat found that, from 1999 to 2009, 23 full-day kindergarten. But the and prosperity. Children are less 
the statistics that show lagging percent of black families and 27 partisan political showdown over likely to learn if they are ill and 
graduatior rates for black children is perc~nt of Hispanic families government spending and raising missing school and unable to see a 
important not just to her family. The experienced long-term taxes has led to across-the-board doctor. 
succ~ss of Ka'Lani and other unemployment, compared with 11 federal spending cuts and stalls in On a recent weekday, 9-month­
min(,)rity children who will fonn a percent of white families. Pew other legislation that may delay old Anderson sat on his mother's lap 
new majority is crucial to future Research Center, a subsidiary, found those proposals. in the waiting room of the clinic at 
U.S. economic competitiveness. that the median wealth of white Sheila Smith, early childhood Mary's Center, a community 

A wave of immigration, the households is 20 times that of black director at Columbia University's organization in the nation's capital. 
'aging ofnon-Hispanic white women households and 18 times that of National Center for Children in He had struggled for three days with 
beyond child-bearing years and a Hispanic households. Poverty, points to years of research • diarrhea, cold symptoms and 
new baby boom are diminishing the That means more minority that show kindergarteners perform vomiting. • 
proportion of children who are families end up in poor better if they received high-quality He and his two siblings are 
white. Already, half of U.S. children neighborhoods with underperform- early care, and if teachers used American citizens, but their father 

• younger than 1 are Hispanic, Black, ing school systems, leading to lower specific strategies aimed at and mother, Alba, who did not want 
Asian, Native American or. of mixed graduation rates and lower lifetime developing behavior and language her last names revealed because 
races. earnings, said Leonard Greenhalgh, and math skills. neither parent is in the country 

"A lot of people think a professor of management at Tuck "If you have minority children legally, are not. The children's 
demographics alone will bring about School of Business at Dartmouth from low-income families in very health care is covered by Medicaid, 
change and it won't," said Gail College in New Hampshire. enriched preschool settings ... we and Alba says she wants them to be 
Christopher, :who heads the W.K. "You are looking at the future see they make very big gains," healthy so they can have a better 
Kellogg Foundation's America workforce of the United States - Smith said. "But how many life. "They have to go to college," 
Healing project on racial equity. "If what we . need to be competitive classrooms are very enriched to the said Alba, originally from El 
attitudes and behaviors don't against rival economies such as point that we see kids making these Salvador. "They have to do better, 
change, demographics will just India and China, and we are not very big gains? Not nearly enough." since their mother can't." 
mean • we'll, have a majority educating the largest, fastest Compounding the issue, experts . Anderson's generation will be 
population that is low-income, growing p~rcentage of the U.S. say, is immigration status. About~.5 the first to fully grow up under the 
improperly educated, disproportion- workforce, so as a nation W(, lose million children of all races boni in new federal health insurance 
ately incarcerated with greater competitive advantage," the U.S. have at least one parent not mandate taking effect next year. The 
health disparities." Greenhalgh said, legally in the U.S., according to the act requires free preventive services 

In 2010, 39.4 percent of black , It all starts with preschool, Pew Hispanic C.~nter. More than and also extends money for the 
children, 34 percent of Hispanic '. where overall enrollment has been two-thirds of impoverished Latino Children's Health Insurance 
children and 38 percent of-American increasing but Hispanic ·children are- children are..the children of ,t least • Proaram througli'201'5. " .~ 
lndiii\' lfia> ~as'ki(NaiW8ecfiififierr"'iies1s" '1ilcily"'f8is'661'\ fBclua'ed'.7 ,:or1;one• immi~t "'pmfW'1h\ ien'ter""<"'~ ¥ Tin 201 I, atioi('94."pd;ien't" of 
lived in pov~rty, defined as an Hispanic children ages 3 to 5 in the teporte<l. • black children, 92.3 percent of 

• annual income of $22,113 that year U.S., 13.4 percent were enrolled in Latino and Asian immigrants Asian/Native Hawaiian and Pacific 
for a family of four. That compares full-day public or private nursery over past two decades are driving a Islander children and 95 percent of 
with about 18 percent of white, non- school in 2011, according to data significant portion of the white children had health insurance 
Hispanic children, according to from the National Center for demographic change, and ensuring coverage, while 87.2 percent of 
Census Bureau's 2011 American Education Statistics. theirchildrencansucceediscritical, Hispanic children and 83.4 percent 
Community Survey. That compares with 25.8 said Brookings Institution of American Indian and Alaska 

• Asian children overall fare . percent of black children enrolled in demographer William Frey. Native children had some form of 
better, with 13,,~ percent living in full-day preschool and 18.1 percent "They're the future of our labor health insurance coverage, 
poverty, the survey said of white children. But already, force. They're the future of our according to a study by Georgetown 

The overrepresentation of Hispanics are one-quarter of economy," Frey said. "They're the University'sCenterforChildrenand 
minority children among the poor is students enrolled in public schools. people who white baby boomers are Families. 

Demonstrations-------,----,---------
continued From Front Page 
whether Zimmerman violated 
Trayvon's civil rights when he 
spewed profanity, followed Trayvon 
after being ; told by a police 
dispatcher not to do so, and tired the 
fatal shot . that kilied Trayvon's 
dremµs and those of his family." 

Writing on his blog, Sharpton 
said,. "Posely observing the 
Zimmerman trial, one fact served as 
a glaring reminder of the insanity of 
the entire fiasco: Zimmerman never . 

verdict. , individuals and as a society, how we 
In his statement, Obama said: . can prevent future tragedies like 

, "The death of Trayvon Martin was a this. As citizens, that's a job for all 
• tragedy. Not just for his family, or of us. That's the way to honor 
• for any one community, but for Trayvon Martin." 
America. I know this case has Many Americans, ranging from 
elicited strong passions. And in the the well-known and the unknown, 
wake of the verdict, I know those have found different ways to honor 
passions may be running even the memory of the slain youth. 
higher. During a concert Sunday in 

darkened for the silent tribute. 
Beyonce then sang the ,chorus of "I 
Will Always Love You." 

The numbers of uninsured 
children are at a historic low - just 
7.5 pen:ent, said Joan Alker, the 
center's executive director. , 

While 73.1 percent of white 
children had private coverage, more 
than half of bl~ck and Hispanic 
children got health care through 
Medicaid and the Children's Health 
Insurance Programs and similar 
federal and state sub~idized 

programs, the Federal Interagency 
Forum on Child and Family 
Statistics reported. 

"We have the increasing rates 
of childhood asthma, childhood 
obesity and these are going to lead 

• to problems later in life, so it's far 
better to make sure those kids have 
health insurance so you can address 
those issues as much as possible 
now," Alker said. 
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1 was a cop. He.was a citizen who was 
( told by 9 I 1 dispatchers not to follow 
I· Trayvon; be was told, "We don't 

"But we are a· nation of laws, Quebec City, Stevie Wonder said, "I 
and a jury has spoken. I now ask decided today that until the StaQd 
every American to respect the call Your Ground law is abolished in 
for calm reflection from two parents Florida, I will never perform there 
who lost their young son. again. As a matter of fact, wherever 

The Award-winning Seattle Medium Newspaper 
j need you to do that." He, a self-
1 professed community watchman, 
! made assumptions such as,· ''This ; 
I guy looks like' he's up to no good or . 
~.· . he's on drugs ' or something." , 
~ Zimmerman even bad the audacity 
t to say "f_Jcing punks. These 
~ , a_holes, they always get away." 
~ Well, who are 'they?' The bottom 
r.: . line is, if Zimmerman had not defied 
I the orders of the 911 dispatcher and 
1\ • • acted op his own assumptions, 
~ Trayvort would be in the loving 
1i anus of his parents today." 
f' Zimmerman's parents, Robert 
t andJiladys Zimmerman, granted an 
! interview to ABC News. When t ask~ if his son were a racist, Robert 

Zimmennan replied: "Absolutely 
,
1 

' not. He's never been taught to be a 
~ist." • 

, . 1 • In that wne joint • interview, 
ftorn which excerpts were aired on 

';' television Monday, Gladys 
., • Zimmerman said _that if given the 
11 ' opportunity to speak with Tayvon 's 

pamits,' she would say: "We are 
deeply sorry for this tragedy." 

Many Travon' Martin supponers 
I_.. - expressed disappointment with 
f Presjdent Oblfma's statement on the 

seattlemedium.com 

"And as we do, we should ask I find that law exists, I will not 
ourselves if we're doing all we can perform in that state or in that part 
to widen the circle of compassion of the world." 
and understanding 'in our own Pop star ,Beyonce's concern 
commU;Dities. We should ask started in Nashville Saturday. night 
ourselves if we're doing all we can about 30 minutes after the 
to stem the tide of gun violence that Zimmerman verdict. Before 
claims too many lives across this beginning her performance she said, 
country on a daily basis. "I'd like to have a moment of 

"We should ask ourselves, as silence for Trayvon." The stage was 
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