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Fleming Tells Students 

''Hang On To 

Your Dreams'' 

Senator George Fleming 

He sponsored legis lation last 
year to provide funds for minority 
and women students specializ ing 
in math and science, and recently 
Senato r George Flemi ng to ld 
st ud e nts " han g o n to your 
d reams, and invest in them." 

Fleming was th e k eynote 
speaker to th e annual MESA 
(Mathematics, En g ineering, 
Science and Achievement) ban-

quet a t the Unive rsity of 
Washington Faculty Club, Thurs­
day, May 30. 

M ESA is a university program for 
Blacks, Hispanics, American In­
dians and other minority and 
wom e n groups studyin g in 
technical and scientific field s. 

His message was one of hard 
work, dreams, believing, achiev­
ing and sharing. 

"When the MESA program for 
women and minorities became 
reality, I could see in my imagina­
tion the students and families our 
legislation might help," Fleming 
said . "Tonight I'm able to see the 
people I could only see in my im­
agination a year ago, and I want to 
tell you how happy that makes 
me." 

Fleming, the Senate Majority 
Caucus chairman, and the only 
Blac k ev e r el ecte d to th e 
W ashington State Senate, spoke of 
minorities and women who have 
made great achievements in the 
field of math, engineering, and 

science who "dared enough to 
dream, and cared enough to 
share." 

•Dr. Patricia Cowling, a Black 
woman whose science ca reer led 
he r to scientifi c di scoveri es 
20-years-ago that have hl!d great 
impact on our nation's s1ace pro­
gram. 

•Ed San Juan, of PI \Jiippino 
heritage, who designed the lunar 
rover for our space program. 
"Perhaps somewhere in this room 
there is another Ed San Juan," 
Fleming told the students. 

•Dr . Luis W alter Alvarez, an 
atomic physicist who won the 
Nobel prize in 1968; and yes, 
another dreamer, Albert Einstein . 

" Don't let any self-doubts kill 
your dreams," Fleming added. " In 
my lifetime I' ve seen many wor­
thwhile dreams die because of self 
doubts. 

"Wh en I w as youn g, 
sometimes doubted whether 
could really play professional foot­
ball in the N ational Football 
League," Fl emin g confid ed. 
" Fortunately, I ove rca me m y 
doubts, worked hard and even­
tually became a running back for 
the Oakland Raiders." 

Fleming later achieved another 
goal of bein g th e first Blac k 
elected to the W ashington State 
Senate. He now holds the leader­
ship position of Majority Caucus 
chairman. 
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