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OUR COLORED POPULATION 

In and about Seattle there are between 4,000 and 
6,000 co lored men, women and children or about 1,000 
di:stinct heads of families. The above figures, however, 
are but estimates, it being almost impossible, at least 
without great expense, ,to get an accurate number, owing 
to the fa ct that Seattle covers a vast amonnt of terri­
tory, teu miles from uorth to south aud six miles from 
east to west, and, unlike cities in the East, the colored 
citizen:; are not congregated together, but are found in 
every resideut districts. Seattle has a 1Jurnber· of inter­
urban lines on which many colored folks Jiv e some ten 
or Jifteeu mile:s iu the co uutry aud come to work iu 
the city eve ry morning. 'l'hey too, live np and down the 
So1111cl and are able to reach the city in time for their 
various occupations on the mosquito ileet, small boats 
plying up and down the Sound. 'l'he last U. S. Census 
is so inaccun1te as to the number of colored persons liv­
ing i11 a11d a!Jout Seattle that it is not half trne, and if 
for no other reason, hundreds of colored persons have 
±tucked to Seattle within the past fifteen months to fill 
the splendid positions as la!Jorers that have been given 
to them on acco unt of the many strikes on the part of 
organized labor. 

For the past twenty-five years the colored population 
of the city ·were forced to do such odd jobs as came 
t heir way in order to rnake !Joth ends meet, but those 
odd jobs came so regularly that they ma<le a lmost as 
much money as if they were regular.Ly employed, and a 
great majority of them did as did their wJ1ite neighbors, 
purchased real estate on the installm ent plan, which has 
enha11ced in value to such an extent that many of them 
in the very near future wiJl find themselves, if they care 
to dispose of their realty holdi11gs, ·with a sufficient sum 
of money to go to the suburbs and purchase a piece of 
acreage on which they can live at ease the balance of 
their clays. ,Vithin the past fift een months condi tions 
have greatly changed fo r the working· black man here­
a bouts, and hundreds of them are findin g steady work at 
i,;p lendid pay. 

Behind the blackest rloud a bri ght sun shines and 
t he colored man fo1· years asked and was denied work 
that wo11ld emtbl e him to maintain hi s fami ly, not in 
l1 1xm·y, bu t in comfort, b11 t organized labor fought him 
to a finish and prevented him from making any terms 
with the employers, but a rhangc cnme all of a sudden, 
when organized Ja bot· had its longshoremen Li strike 
a!Jo ut fifteen mon ths ago and a large m1mber of colored 
men snrrecdcd the strikers in the work. According to 
r,i eutena nt Rostom there are at present about 300 rol­
ot·ed men employed on the waterfront, who make a gen­
cn1l avrrage of $G.OO per da y, t hat is, where they put 
in a number of ho urs overtime. For eight hours they 
get four dollars and for all ove rtim e they get seventy­
five cents per honr. To say the lea st, th is means about 
fifteen hnndred dollars per clay that is bPing taken in by 
colored men working· on the wate rfront, noL a Ct'nt of 
which wr.re thPy getting fifteen 1nonths ag·o. ,Vhil e 
there a re not so man y em ployr.cl at any other pl ace in 
thr city, yet here ancl there they are e1 11ployecl i :1 ones, 
twos, tens ancl twenties until at present not one rred 
be •idl e and at wages t hat makes yonr heart beat qui ck 
and fast. Yes, of c011rse nrnny of them throw their 
money away like wate1·, llllt a majority of them ar e in­
vesting it in real estate, which is always a valuable asset 
and will return some cl ay, l ike brea d cast 11pon th e 
waters, in an hundred and perhaps a thousand fold. 

Whil e the colored population for the most part is 
without a definite line of work and in the past able to 
get employment only at those kinds of work that the 
working white man would not have, yet many of them, 
yea a great majority. have don e whatever their hands 

found to do and made the best of on ugly situation. 
But they soon entered in Lo the spirit of th rift an d push 
;;o common to this city, better known as t he Seattle 
Spirit, and took advantage of every opportunity. 'rhe 
boot black in some of the bar!Jar shops, where he is 
whistled to, when wanted, and who is known as Hastm 
by the barbers and customers, in many instances o,n1s 
more valuable real estate than the owner of the shop, 
and ten fold more than the white jonrneyrnen, which 

· reminds the writer of a case i11 question. A white 
barber shop owner, ,,·ho employed a ' ' Colored Rastus·'. 
wanted to see him on Sunday and ha v ing his house num­
ber, called a t his home. ·when he reached the street 
1111cl number, which corresponded to Rastus' direction 
of his home, he stood 011 the stt·eet i11 front of t he cloo1 
n n<l r efused to even ring the door be! I, so sure was he 
Urn t he had been given the \\Tong address. U c went 
by, but not wanting to return without having seen his 
man , he went back and rung the bell, and to his chagrin 
as weJI as good luck, Rastus opened the door and in­
' it erl him in. l\Ir. Jones, (Rastus) for want of a bet­
te i· name, lived in a fashionable p11rt of the city, owned 
a *-!.000 home, which was well furnished with perhaps, a 
*-!00 piano, whose wife played classical selectio11s, while 
her husband talked to the strn nget· in his smoking den. 
Th e journeyman in the shop heard the news the next 
day and thereafter Rastns ,ns Jones and the barb en 
Pither called or went after him when he was wanted. 
As in this, so in many other insta11ccs, w here the co lored 
111a11 , on acocnnt of the prrjndirr against giYing him 
employment the sarn e as \\·h ite lllen, is fo1·ced into do­
ing odd johs, wrh ns the white will not do, but hr 
11111ke8 the best of the situat ion and rises tri11111plrnnt 
to the top in spi te of hi s handicaps. 

TO FOSTER BUSINESS ENTERPRISE 

,Vith a view of promoting husiness enterprises 
among themse lves a nd with the fnrther Yiew of rend er­
ing eaeh other snch assistance in their hnsincss efforts 
as li e within their power, a number of colored men 
within the present yea r got together nncl organized for 
the work a nd sent forth the foll owing address: 

Assc-ciation !Jegcts thonght, thought fostrrs str<•ngth 
:111d st rength is thr bulwark of defense. United WP 

sta nd, divided we fa]]._ Ideas nrnst hr rxchang(·cl if 
master minds arc produced. As pure gold comes from 
the melting pot so do controllin g g·eninses from the as­
sembly room of deliberation. If men would really know 
1 hem selves they rnnst first stnd:v their neighbors. I To 
grow mentally, morally, soc ially nncl rommrc iall y onr 
liv es mnst be t hrown together. 

Briefly, these arc cardinal points in the routine of 
hu111 a 11 affairs that 1m1st be carefnll:v observed by evrry 
race, nation and class of the llllrna n fam il y. if soc iab ilit_v 
is to sncreecl savagery. Realizing· that there is a lack 
of rnauy if not all of these vita l tr11ths in the lives of 
the J'\egro population of ihis rom1 11 1u 1it_y is largel_v res­
pon sible fm· the orgnnizing of thr Xegro J3nsin rss l\frn 's 
Leag ne, with the v iew of forming n nnclens around 
" ·hi ch it will gather the dissenting elements now re­
pelling each other and thns move grandly on to the 
goal of snceess. 'l'he charter rnern bers hereof being: 
Z. L. 1¥ oodson, apartment house operator: D. 'l'. Carcl­
well, successful physician and ,mrg·eon; Benjm11in F. 
'l'ntt, leading tonsorial artist; Andrew R. Black, attorney 
at law and r eal estate operator; F. B. Cooper, success­
ful dentist; Frank Smith, club man: William Chandl er. 
coal and wood dealer; Harry Legg, sncccssfnl grocer: 
F. D. Wright, tailor and clothier; Samuel H. Stone. 
caterer and confectioner, and Horace R. Gayton, pub­
lisher. 


