
6 THE PROGRESSJ\' E \tV[~STERNER 

th e ~J ana~er and the Editor of 
the I 1rog-ressi ve \ \ ' este r ner sha II 
ha ,·e passed a,va)' to \-Iorning 
l,d1cl. The J 1rogress ive \\' esterner 
,,·ill be remen1berecl for all that 
\\':-t:a; high, and true. and noble. 

I am )·ours for the Race, 
TI-IE EDITOR. 

--------
THE BLACK TURCOS OF 

FRANCE. 

\\"hat Germany has long fear­
ed has now come to pass. France 
is using her black army! She 
I-as l)rought into action on Euro-
1,ea n soi l, thousan<ls of black 
troopers. On the vvhole tl1c 
(1ualit)' of these troops is excel­
lent and above the average. They 
are hardy by 11ature and France 
has g iven to them the very best 
o f training. Being made u p en­
tire})' of dark races, they have 
all the qualities that make the 
true soldier. Thev obev a com-, . 
n1and to the minute and have 
never then kno ,v11 to lag in battle. 
They a re daring, reckless ~nd 
, ·aliant and ha,·e the repuat1on 
of feari ng neither God, l\llan, or 
the Devil. 

At the battle of Charleroi they 
1narched against the Prussian 
(;uard ,vith shot and s hell flv-

• 

ing around them. their nostril~ 
<ii lating and tl1eir eyes sparklinl! 
,vith joy of battle. 1~he command 
,,·as g i,·en: "Give the Turcos 
free rein!" and they took it. One 
,vriter in describing it says, "It 
,,·as like Hel l let loose, so fierce 
,,·as the charge of the 1'urcos. 
\\.hile a Turcos was disengagin~ 
his ba)'Onet from one ,·ictim l1e 
,,•oulcl v,hip ou t his revolver and 
shoot anot her.' ' At this battle 
it ,,·as reported tl1at one of the 
African soldiers captured a Ger­
man ca11tain. No matte·r ho,v 
s tead,, or inv incible a re t he 

-troops of tl1e enemy, no soldier$ 
on t he field a re ab le to resist the 
Turcos bayone t charge. 

In thinking <)f the 'furcos o f 
!·•ranee, o ne·s n1ind travels back 
to San Juan ,vhere another band 
of :-\frican soldiers ,vere n1arch­
i11g- into battle sino-ing, ,vi th the 
cannon around the1n and stanch 
C<)urage in their heart~. The)· 
too were intoxicated ,vith the 
joy of battle a11d in their fierce 
charge they s ,vept the enemy 
clo,vn before them. Tl1us stamp­
ing another victor)· for .i\merica 
~)n the pages of J-listory·. 

F rance is making the desert 
bloom. In her careless manner 
she has made Africa produce for 
her. cattle, g rass. ,:vines. oats. 
,,·heat, trees, oli,·es. potatoes. 
beans etc. As t\ merica took her 
black subjec ts and sent them out 
on the l)attle-fiel<l to ,vin for her 
honor and glo r)·, so France is do­
ing. and they ,viii uphold and 
protect the honor ,v11icl1 has been 
intrusled to them. 

Yes. Africa produces fighting­
l•lood and German,· has cause to 

• 
fear it. Two )·ears ago or there-
about, Gen. Freidrich \ 'on Bern­
harcli of the Ger1nan arn1y ,vrote: 
"If the F rench succeed in rnak­
ing a large African army availa­
tle for an Et1ropean theatre, t l1e 
estimate of the French army a:; 
compared to our s ,viii l)e qttite 
different.'' Quite different ir.­
deed ! 

Since France first landed in 
.Africa, she has built up a 1>r0-
<lucti,•e empi re there. They l1ave 
h,1ilt roads, run steel rails 
through mountain. desert. and 
forest: dr illed wells and d ra,vn 
v\·ater vvhere fo rmerly there was 
none. Toda,, in Africa s ta t istics 
Sa)· the Frencl1 ha,·e: 6,000 m iles 
oi rail,va)·, 25,COO miles of tele­
graph and 10,000 miles of tele-
1,hone. But e,1en ,vith all these. 
fine achieven1ents. France 1na)· 
yet be 1nade to real ize that th e 
bui ldin g up of a black a rmy in 
Af rica is the , visest and grea test 
of l1er achievements t here. 


