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IRA F . NORRIS, JR., still in his twenties, is one of the few 
young business colored men to whom all manner of man can point 
with pride. ·when his parents came to Seattl e he was a mcl'c 
child and he is therefore a first cousin to the "native son". Cil'­
cumstanee~ while yet in his teens, t luew him into the business 
world and he was playing the part ,.;: a man long before he was a 
man, which early rooted and grounded him into th e workings of 
business men. Ile was for a number of years his father's right 
hand man in the general express business and when the father rle­
clared his intention to retire, he saw his opportunity and made 
much of it. vVith his brother, Percy F., he rcorg·anized the Sonth­
ern Express Company and for a time com1nctcd the business along 
the lines that had been laid out hy his father , b11t when new fields 
opened up to him he was quick to grnsp the situation and almost 
like magic, supplanted his horse teams with large motor trucks 
and 'iu the course of a clay began to do a $10,000 per an11um 
husiness: 

MRS. LETTIA A. GRAVES, who operates a hair dressing, 
mani(rnring and chiropodist parlor, in a prominent bank building 
of the c'ity, is a woman of rare business qualities as well as full 
and OYerf1owi11g with the kiud of diplomacy that JJot oflly brings 
her much busi 11ess, but gives her a host o.f frie11ds among al I 
classes of the eitizcnry o.f the Puget SounL1 country. Some fifteen 
yeat·s ago she came '\Vest, looking up a business location, and after 
satisfying herself that Seattle was the place to try to establish 
a business, she pitrhcd her tent. That she might feel the pnblic 
pulse at the same time she was trying to establish a husincss sl1e 
started out with a pocket full of ca1·ds, made a house to house 
campaign an1011g· thoe she thought might be fut111·e customers. 
This she continued for a few months, when she opened her parlors, 
and her business was a success almost from the day she opened 
up. She is assisted by her daughter, Mrs. Zoe Graves Yonng. She 
is known fo1· her untiring work for the general uplift among those 
she mingles with socially and her name is attached to the most 
of the organizations that have such for their objects. Splendid 
woman she is. 
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HORACE P. LAWHORN, who has resided in 'l'acoma for the 
past thirty years, has accomplished what no other colored man in 
the Far West has done,- made a splendid living and some money 
besides, out of the real estate business. In early days he was po­
litically inclined and thoug·ht that he saw success for himself by 
devoting his time and tale11t to electing John Doc and Richard 
Roe to office, bnt he was early cured of the idea, and he opened 
up a real estate office and did well from the very start. Ile doubt . 
Jess owns more city and country real estate than any other colored 
man on Puget Sound and, if he is only able to pay the taxes on 
the same and hold it until there is a change in the real e8taLc 
market for the hetter, he will realize a mint of money out of the 
same. H e is an untiring worker in the African l\fethodist Bpisco­
pal church of the Northwest, and has repeatedly represented the 
Puget Sound A. M. E. conference at the General Conference of 
that church. He is married, but has no children. 


