Opinions, Comments

A LITTLE SPECULATION

by MR. CHARLIE

Whenever we hear a
group of white econo-
mists or scientists,
speculating about possi-
ble future programs, we
listen carefully as they
map out trips to the end
of the solar system or a
world food Bank. But if
someone Black steps up
to speculate about the
feasibility of a Black
political party or a
national Black bank, we
laugh it off as idealistic
rhetoric.

The economic strength
of the Garvey movement
shows clearly the power
of a cooperative Black
bank, and the recent
announcement by the
Nation of Islam that they
have assets totaling over
$46 million bring things
even closer to home. The
fact that the Nation
represents less than
20% of the Black popula-
tion in this country
should open your eyes to
something.

Black people are the
biggest single consumer
group in this country. We
buy over 40% of this
nation’s clothing and
over 50% of the scotch
imported in this country.
Every major business is
dependent upon our
dollar. The car industry
would go broke if we did
not buy a new car for one
year; the Cadillac cor-
poration needs us, and
everybody is aware of
that except us.

So with those facts I
dare to visualize Black
unity through Black
cooperative work. I dare
to speculate about state
wide and national Black
economic and political
conventions and it’s easy
to picture the formation
of a National Black
political party. I dare to
speculate about Black
banks funding Black
businesses and a Black
trust fund organized to
provide money to re-
search and map out
solutions to Black pro-
blems. I dare to specul-
late* a Black financed
lobby group lobbying for
Black concerns in every
state and in Washington
DiC.

Speculations are built
on the need for some-
thing and are the first
step toward making a

plan to deal with the
need.'Speculations come
from an awareness that
something is possible
and indeed feasible.
Those of us who profess
to be knowledgeable
about how systems
operate and how power is
implemented, and vyet
refuse to speculate about
building systems and.
creating power bases for
one’s people, may not be
as intelligent as they
wish us to believe.

Those of us who claim
to be aware of Black
problems and Black
needs, and yet continue
to put our hopes in other
people for financial and
political support, and
refuse to assist in
creating these valuable
institutions in the Black
community, may not be
as aware as they claim.
First we must dare to
speculate, to visualize
ourselves as a single
powerful ethnic political
and economic force. Next
we must begin to
mobilize and discuss how
and when we can begin to
build these institutions.

During all this, a
community trust fund
must be organized to
create a community fin-
ancial system. Each
church, business and
individual Black family
should pledge to contri-
bute a certain amount of
money a month. White
businesses that reap
benefits from the Black
community should be
forced to pledge money
or face a boycott.

Almost immediately
the Black community will
be given new respect,
and whites will be
clamoring to get in the
doors of Black financial
and political organiza-
tions.

We talk about remov-
ing oppression and we
have the power to do so.
We talk about what we
need as a people to
survive and wc have the
people and the capital to
put it together. We talk
about unemployment,
discrimination .and poor
education facilities, and
we discuss them as if
whites are the only ones
who can solve these
problems for us.
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Take a ““Soul Trip’’ to Victoria, B.C. =

July 4-6, 1975

CELEBRATE THE 4TH AND ECONOMIZE-ENJOY YOUR INDEPENDENCEIN CANADA
$50.00 PER PERSON [DOUBLE OCCUPANCY] HARBOUR TOWERS-TWO NIGHTS

PACKAGE INCLUDES 2 Nights [Fri and Sat] at Harbour Towers, Victoria's newest and finest hotel, [
block from where the Princess Marguerite is docked.

Round Trip Via ‘“‘Princess Marguerite’’
Breakfast at Special “‘Soul Trip’’ table enroute to Canada

Late Check-out at Harbur Towers S: unday July 6th at 4 p.m. We go thru customs at
4:30 for return to Seattle, arriving at 9:30 p-m.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR CHILDREN AND SINGLE ROOMS

MAIL CHECKS OR PHONE “‘SOUL TRIP'' - DEADLINE IS WED JUNE 25, 1975,
P. O. Box 3446, Seattle, Wa 98114, 206-322-2284
NAME

ADDRESS PHONE

Please reserve space for Nbr. Persons @ $50.00 ea

I enclose #

I am interested in additional trips to the following places.
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Your vote on July
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Wes Uhiman
Mayor of Seattle

Recall, the real issue
You, the citizens of Seattle’s Central Area, conscien-
tiously cast” your 1973 ballots overwhelmingly for
Mayor Wes Uhlman; is that constitutional process to

be undone by those who are unwilling to abide by a
majority vote?

Walter Hundley
Director, OMB

Why did Mayor Uhlman fire Chief Richards?

Because he overstepped his authority in rejecting
Walter Hundley’s proposed budget cuts —. recom-
mended for all city departments.

Did the Mayor act within his rights?

It is the Mayor's elected obligation to appoint and
terminate such positions.

Who wants recall?

The Seattle Firefighters Union — not the Black
Firefighters Association — reacted to the Mayor’s
firing of Chief Richards by attacking his appoint-
ment of Walter Hundley.

Paid for by the Central Area Citizens Against Recall

How competent is Walter Hundley?

Director Hundley was properly exercising his
authority to suggest realistic areas of cost reduction;
he has been nationally evaluated as ore of the most
superior administrators in government, bringing to
his job expertise gained in social work and as
Director of the Model Cities program.

Why should I vote against the Mayor’s recall?

Because the very processes of representative govern-
ment are at stake; whether or not you originally
voted for Mayor Uhlman, your vote was a com-
mittment to the concept of a majority election — a
principle which should not be denied for every
passing whim.

What has Mayor Uhlman done for the Cenu;l Area?

He has doubled minority hiring of city employees —
from 7.6% to 13.4%; he has made a genuine com-
mittment to improving the quality of Central Area
life — by funding housing rehabilitation and people-
needs programs through such means as the upcoming
Block Grant; he has increased aid to Central Area
senior citizens, including three new senior centers
and by reducing their utility bills.

What will happen to the Central Area if the Mayor is
recalled?

The budget will not be controlled — you can count
on higher taxes; critical funding programs will
bypass the Central Area; the spirit of unity will erode
because nobody at the top cares enough to support it.

What can I do — before it’s too late?




