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I EDITORIALS • COMMENTS • OPINIONS 
Felony Disenfranchisement Is Jim Crow Era Holdover 

By Benjamin Todd Jealous 
Preside111/CEO of the NAACP 

(TriceEdney Wire) - Last week, the Dela wa1c State legislatu1 c 
approved a constitutional amendment to all but remove: the- last Jim Crow­
era voter suppression law from its books. 

The amendment, passed at the urging of the Delaware NAACP. allows 
people with nonviolent felony convictions lo vote alter their release from 
prison. This is a major victory for voting rights and a strike against the 
practice of .. felony disenfranchisement". But it is also a ma1or step forward 
for a nation still struggling to heal old racial wounds. 

Felon·y disenfranchisement has direct roots in the Jun Crow Era. In the 

lme 19th ccmury. ·s tates above and below the Mason- Dixon Linc began to 
find new and creative ways to keep black voters away from the pol ls. 
Banning people with felony convictiohs was one of' the solutions. 

For example, in ,I 901 the Commonwealth ofVirginia had 147.000 black 
voters on the rolls. But many lawmakers saw this growing political block as 
a threat. At tl-iat year's Constitutional Convention , they hatched a plan tq 
d isenfra nchise African Americans through a combinatio n of black codes and 
felony disenfranchisement. One legislator said on the record that the plan 
would .. eliminate the darkey as a !)Olitical fac tor. ·, 

, Ninety years later, Kemba Smith-Pradia was an undergraduate student 
at Hampton University. She got involved with the wrong crowd and found 
herself behind bars as an accessory to a nonviolent drug offense. President 
Clinton granted Kemba executive clemency in 2000, six years into her 24 
year sentence. She went on to become a college graduate, law student, 
mother and foundation president - but until 2012, when her rights were 
finally restored, not a voter. 

Kemba 's story is just one example of how the legacy of the 190 I 
Convention lives on. In today's Virginia, 350,000 people are still disenfran­
chised by the I 90 I law, and many of them are African Americans . 
Nationwide, 48 states allow some form of felony disenfranchisement, and 
one out of every 13 voting-age African Americans is affected. In four states 
- Virginia, Iowa, Kentucky, and Florida - disenfranchisement can be 
permanent. 

When Virginia introduced felony disenfranchisement in 190 I, they also 
expanded the list of felony crimes. By raising the penalty for a number of 
minor offenses, they planned to lock African Americans in the prison system 
- and out of the political system. A century later, our drug laws have the 
same amplifying effect. African Americans are far more likely to be arrested 
for minor drug crimes, and therefore more likely to have their vote taken 
away. 

The good news is that Delaware and other states are beginning to tum 
the tide. In Virginia, Governor Bob McDonnell has. sped up the review 
process for those who have finished the terms of their sentence. So far he 
has restored the votes of more than 4,000 ci tizens. And Iowa Governor Terry 
Branstad, who callously eliminated automatic restoration of voting rights 
early in his term, is now taking steps toward restoring those rights. 

These are certainly steps in the right direction, but there is more work 
to do. Virginia, Iowa, Kentucky, and Flo rida still allow permanent disen­
franchisement, and 44 other states permit some level of fe lony disenfran­
chisement. You can learn about the law 111 your state at 
www.restorethevotes.org. If you or someone in your community is affected, 
you can use that information to fducate your family. your community and 
your elected officials about why this is an imponant issue. 

Fe,lony disenfranchisement is an affront to our democracy. Mil lions of 
people like Kemba Smith-Pradida - parents, workers. and community 
leaders - pay taxes, raise fami lies and contri bute to society. But they cannot 
fully participate in our democracy. 

If poll taxes, literacy tests, and gumball-counting tests could be 
outlawed because of their racist intent, then felony disenfranchisement laws 
from the same era should be overturned today. 

Remembering How Black South Africans Won Their Freedom 
By George E. Curry 
NNPA Colum11ist 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa - A t~ip lo South A i"nca provides 
painful reminders of the protracted struggle to establish oemocracy. how the 
United States propped up the White minority-ru le govcrnnwnt and the 
courage Black South Africans demonstrated to Will thei1 fh:eJ0111. 

A key aspect of the struggle is vividly captured 1n 111c i lecto1 Pie tcrson 
Memorial Museum in the heart of Soweto, not far from the 1101111:, of!',,el son 
Ma11dcl<1 and Bishop Desmond Tutu. The name o f tnc must·um 1t~elf is 
steeped m unforgettable history. The most compell ing il Tl..JJ .. <.! ,,1 the ~t,weto 
student prb• . ..:~t of 1976 is a photo taken by Sam i\.zurn 

ln the foregrou·nd or a crowd or Black student f'rnt<·~tcr~ 1:,; a t,:arful 
Mbuyisa Makhuba. a high school student, running wn ll t11-~ ~-m.1L , I 11np body 
of 13-ycar-old Hector Pieterson and his scrcarrnilc ,,1:,1e1, •\ntu1nette. 
running beside_ them. 

Thc teenager·s s tory is told inside the museum u11c.i.:1 t:1c' t1cading ... An 
individual life can change soc iety."' It begins: "!-k,·t,y "1ctct'(' l i,ist /ii, ltfe 
und..:r police fire on .lune 16. 1976 Juring a ,wd.:nt ,, •c•1 ;1rtlle~t111g 
Afnkaa11s as the language of instruction in A In can ·-;l l' , , J., \, , , t,,,rtec1• 
:,.·c:.irs old. 1',cws o f hi s death and the ,·io1c11c,· tt1a• Sl, • , : •. • :v' ,\.I ,r 
most African tov.:nships in South Africa spread rap1dlv .tl m~s we wo1 IJ. In 
!1is death Hector Pieterson became a sy,mbol of the rlwt , , I t 11. b1,,rh 'OUth 

1 African youth under the yoke of Aparthe,c:· 
It continued. " l-lis public funera l rommemorateci. ,1, onc•s t:11•, P1useum, 

all those who died as a result of th , tragi c even t o, Ji; r· .. 11 ,. 1'171, - a . . . 
turnmg pomt in the struggle towards a true South A1·1c.1, ,.t rn ><,,-ra \_-

Hector Piete rson bc:came one of mam man\· . 1/1,· ' :.:ti. mwm,: 

apartheid, a rigid system of racial segregation designed to keep the White 
minority in control of the country's political, economic and social system. 

In fact , Pieterson's last ·protest .march was prompted by the ruling 
National Party's decision to force Black schools to 'use Afrikaans - which 
Bishop Desmond Tutu called " the language of oppression" - and English in 
equal measure. 

On April 20, 1976, students at Orlando West Junior High School went 
on strike, refusing to go to school. The protest quickly spread to other 
schools in Soweto. On the morning of June 16, an estimated 20,000 studen!,­
started walking from the junior high school to Orlando Smdium, where they 
had planned to hold a mass rally before continuing to the regional office of 
the Department of Bantu Education. 

Instead of allowing the students to walk peacefully, police barricaded 
the march route and unleashed dogs on the crowd. According to some news 
accounts, students stoned the dogs and police soon began opening fire on 
the students, killing 13-year-old Pieterson and 22 others that day, all. but two 
of whom were Black. At the end of a series. of protests. called the Sov:,'t,' 
uprising. estimates of those killed ranged from 176 to more than 600 

The violent attack on the children thrust the African National Congreo, 
(ANC) to the forefront of Black political protest and ignited international 
protests. But that did not curb the all-White police force's appetite for 
violence. 

A quote from Steve Lebelo, a student at Madibane High School , 
describes the violence that was inflicted on the community in the immediate 
aftermath of Pieterson 's death. The quote, which also hangs in the museum, 
~eca ils: 

BUSINESS EXCHANGE 

"ft was on the I ih and l 8th, when police we~z out and systematically 
were killing people. l do know that sudden(v there was the infamous green 
CW '. it was a 3800 Chev, it was a green car, a11d ar 1he time 1hey were used 

• most(y by the police. We suspected that they had a rniper in there who 
picked up people al random and sho1 and lc-i.1/ed 1he111. ! du know a_(riend of 

mine who was killed on the 19th of June, under 1he same circumszances. He 
had gone lo the shop, and as he came back_timn !he shop carr\'lng a litre of 
milk, he was shot by a sniper and killed " 

Above the quote is a photo of a green Che ro,eL. loaded with White 
men, with rifles sticking out of the windows 

There are other reminders throughout the museum. There is a picture of 
a small, naked child being drenched in a bottle of w:uer to soothe her pain 
in tears. Another photograph contains student protesters, wnh one holding 
up a sign reading. ''To hell with Afrikaan~ ,. ' 

Erected in 2002, the museum honors tht' meinory of the students who 
died in the uprising. A brick bearing each name ts built into tnc ground just 
steps from the entrance,of the museum.\\ h1u1 is orny rwo blocks a\\1ay from 
where Pieterson was killed. 

The inscription about Hector P:eter,or , .. , .. :: n~usc:~m: <.:nas by noting, 
--when National Youth Day is celebrated eacn) ear on June i 6 at the Hector 
Pieterson Memorial Museum, it bec~mes a national si•~ of commemoration, 
also reflecting current changes tn the art1culEtwn ol the South A frican 
democracy." 

George E. Curry, former ediwr-in-ch1ei ol'r.merze magu::ine. 1s ed1tor­
i11-chief of the National Newspaper Publishers ,-,ssociatw11 1'.:ews Service 
(NNPA). 

Rep :: 1r ;4tions Move01ent Should Be Revive 
By William Reed 
N\Prl (.oi111n111s1 

Ask anyone you know and you'.li find most Arn. nr:rn! tlo11 ·1. see the 
vaiid 1tv of the issue of reparations for Blacks anci d,,1 ·t,: " ' ,iw Jots to 

see 1101\· the inj ustice of the past shapes evervda:,1 lik 1:, 11•1·:r,, ., 1 tie fa ther 
,1f Amcncn ·s contemporary repara tions movement 1, ;,., ;, ,--1k11,~ who 
d1cd 111 20(1<J_ 

In the I 950~. Jenkins earned the name ··Reparnttc' ~ it., '<': _speaking 
around Dctruit abuul "the· de bt .. America on ed b . 111c•11 (1f 

thcff. ancestors.'' Jenkins lound anenti\·c auu1en·•,,, . ,·,! 

reai1' has taken hold and has been ridiculed as i('t:. 
1 ... .i , never 

: . ... n ,, s they 
are anwng Whites in suburbia. 

· S ine,· .. Reparations Ray'· died. octugen.m :.1;1 , , '.- 1. 

attorne,· and p1c•,iden t of the --self Determination, p11, 1·11·: 

the foe,· oi" ti1c •11 1 ,,·cmcnt. A legend among repa;:1'.1•111 ,' ::>. 

ilk,1 a rc-rarati,,n -. i:lass a.:ti on suit in 19:'i /,. II •, :I i: 1, , 

wc-nt to tilt.' ~ur" •:111c· l"oun . Brod. says, --·1 (1P ,\e,:!P • , 

prope rt~. Uut "'° 11wst make our legal claim, iu t'( ,1;- • 

B~ 1%5. i\1,1d; was demanding S"'Hl. (H I\I 1,,, 

slave ol"Afric:in a11ce~try:· ··c!aim Whal· :-, 'L'J-s'' 

Your Lc'!!,:I l ·i.1:11;·· wa~ a li,1 nnc, he;,., i<" .1,·•· 11 •, 

, .. " ar. 
l1,.: .;un~,~ 

r ·,~ (- Jir-.·t 

11c wspapcrs dunn\! the 11.JtW~: and 19'1\J·· . ·; ·,-~ad,-., ::-:, , d~·.:( :.,.-. ,,.:o ;,_ r 

by Brock. Many of the ads procalimed: "Black People in United States han.> 
been wondering what they need to do to get paid for the 'forty ( 4l!) Acres' 
and • a mule' they never received. Well, it is easier than you think. You must : 
( J) File a Claim for it (2) To do this, send your name and address, along with 
$50.00." 

Primarily through Black media and networks, Brock's campaign 
produced more than 500,000 filed claims. His activities garnered him the ire 
l'f the government and majority media innuendos that he was advocating 
.. tax rebates" for slave descendants. According to Brock, his procedure 
required s lave descendants . to I) get a claim fo1m, 2) fil l it out, 3) get it 
notarized, 4) return it to Brock with $50 for processing and fi ling with the 
United Nations and 5) wait to hear back. 

Undeterred, Brock worked with the late Johnnie L. Cochran and his 
•·erarations for slavery lawsuit against the United States as well as with 
Randall Robinson on his pursui t of"The Debt."' Brock says "a debt is owed 
B!acks for the centuries of unpaid sla\·e labor that buil t America's i.:ar ly 
economy and money from discriminatory wage and employment pattern~ 
Blacks have been subj ected to since emancipation.'· He chides f3lacb in 
America for "damping down discussiom about reparations duri:tg th~ 
presidency of a Black man." 

Before being confined by health problems. Brock was holding meet in~:, 
across America supporting Congressman John Conyers· H.R. 40 Bill .. "-' 

form a Commission tu Study Reparauon~ 1m AH1c~~-AJ1ccnca11~."· For 
almost two decades Brock spoke at forum· wr.,1 l. .,nvs?r~ endorsi ng the 
concept of a study of reparations for Blac ,_., 

Since becoming House Judici ary Co: t 1 1tt~t . i1<1,1 ·1· 1989 and ib 
ranking mem ber since Republicans gaineu <.Pl',n1i :,1 tnc chamber. Conyer:-; 
was ce lebrated as he made a vearly ntuo.1· ,, ~1.~·-1,tl!r.(' h I -l.H. 40 in 
Congre~s Detroir Congressman Conyer, ., n)c·· .. , .' ~ 2S-yea1 political 
charade when he asserted that ne was st: ··"· .:pa: c1t 1011, legislation 
every year. but he "couldn ·1 get it out of con i ::, , ' ::,urpri~11.gly. Conyer~ 
now says reparations are ··100 co111rovers1a1 ., J.ff,c.(. :1. thb 1.il.L . , 

Are all Black Americans of the sam"' •;, ;,,~,::t as Conyer ? Have 
co,1versation~ regarding rectify ing econo;r \ ; • 1::c~ "ore to Blacks 
completely died'l The vestiges oi" slaver:, , 1.~ ,c-~rega11on conti nue for 
Blacks. Yet, the first Black to head the lfous, . • ; ,r\ C.:om1111ttec now says 
reparations are '' too controversial Lo pursue ,,. , , µomg •lit when Black, 
hold high positions and o ffices that the k\ el, • ~l s,ll>!l ,i:.,ou1 the ab;enct 
of wealth, work. educational. ana ece-n0c , . •, amon•.• 1hem 1s stil. 
111ulcd'! 

Brock says, ' 'The time ts npe 10 ITTLI\ C th' ~P .l.Jr;, mu\cmem to the 
top of the American agenda:· What sa\ )- i.' L 

Ne,,; Effort::.\ To Curb The 'Debt Trap' Of Payday Lending 
By Charlene ( , ' '" ell 
N/\'P1 Co/1111111 ::,1 • 

The small-dollar loans that generate lon!!.- ,,1stint! de',:,., -;(,rs,:11,c'I .. 1h 
cost theni billions c,r dollars each year are a rnw,ni• ti1 c c; '\ ,• :, :,nu,,·i' ,. 
legislators and regulatr,rs a like . On Apr: ! 2-+. iii~ , ·i;1~u:i1.:: 1 i1H.11,, ,_ 
Protection Bu1Ti!U I C l . -BJ released a while pape1 011 na, 11.1-. lu,111, 111; c.:: o·, 
~t.orefronts a11d iw banks. Despite years of tnni, :::·r,11 ts ,o p, ,ra:­
thernselves as uny thmg but payday lender:;. the Ci "• ,trip, ,/l'c?'i> u :.iat 
cover. 

According LP CTPH Director ~ ic hard Cordr:1:· .. \\ l1a, ,i: lOU i,d is there 
is not much di fkrc•ncc from the consu!T•.,:r ,, pcr,,,c,-- 1 ,·c, "·.'t\\s·cn pa:v<lay 
loans and depos it advance loans. They ba\'e s1•;1ii,v, , ,, ,'., a,w :1, it turns 
out, similar usage by consufTlers.'· 

Al the , .ime time. three members ol ,_·onp,:s, nvrc:-~1 ma ' Glad 
Cauc.;us f\lc111he rs Eli_jah Cummings D-(!d i. ' J":n, • 1,1, ,,··vcr I D-\l1ch 1 

were joi1K·d b:v O regon 's Re p. _Suzarn1 c· fk,r, •·.· , i1, ur~:,1p fr:-ler;JI 
regulato" l11 lake actions 011 bank payday ka11'-

" We urge yuu tn lake meaning ful joint rcgu l:it,,ry ,Kl:· n to cn~nn.: that 
no bank, rcg;i rdlcs~ of its prudential rqrnlatnr. tr;w, i'nilo ,, ::r, ·n l11gh-cost 
payday lo,1J1,:· the members said in :1 sWl\::1t•c11 , --1 1 .- . ·%titucms. and 
consumer, everywhere. deserve bett er f1,irp ,, 1, :,c it<:>n', lmaill· ia 1 
institutio11s: · 1 

The following day. two regulators. the O ffic~ nt the ( nm ptrollet of the 
CuITency (OCC') and the Federa l Depl,si t h1 ,u1 anL .. • '· ,,·, :•(1nll!rJrl (! "lJIC i 
announced new regulatory actions to addresq no:,·1·1i,1I c insumer n sks 
associated with the products as wcli as the '-lllt.'t~ .ip,! ,,,,undnc~~ or 
operations. The two regulators ' actions are \'CT\ sii.i>J:, !l>c·o;.1. ,g on a 
borrower's ability to repay whi le meeting ongoing (.'':!11.'ll~~·~. ~:,fc and SOU lld 
underwri ting. and limiting the numbers pf loan-,. 

Accord ing to Thomas J. Curry, OCC" Comptrnl lc r ... \ \ ,· !i:"c , ignifican, 
concerns regarding the misuse of deposit advance pr,,t111(',~-• 

OCC supervises all nationa l banks and federal savings associations w1th 
combined assets of $ I 0. I trillion, representing 7 1 percent of total U.S. 
commerci'al banking assets, according to its most recent annual report. 

Similarly, FDIC Chairman Martin J. Gruenberg said, "The proposed 
supervisory guidance released today rel1ects the serious risks that certain 
deposit advance products may pose to financial institutions and their 
customers.'' 

FDIC insures deposits in more than 7,000 banks and savings 
associations. 

According to CFPB's findings these actions could benefi t about 12 
mill ion households that borrow payday loans each year, a potential 
reduction in the $7 billion in annual fees that are generated by more than 
18.20,0 payday storefronts across the country. 

CFPB's report examined 15 million payday loans made during a 12-
month period, covering more than 90 percent of the market. Both storerront 
and bank versions exposed consumers to the risk of being caught in a 
revolving door of debt. What was sold as a short-term bridge became an 
expensive, long-term loan. Risky loan structure, loose lending standards, 
susta ined usage and accompanying high costs were cited as characteristics 
of both products. 

According to the report, 75 percent of storefront payday lending revenue 
i~ derived from borrowers taking out IO or more loans a year. For 68 percent 
of these borrowers, their annual income is $30,000 or less. 

AflvJng the findings : 
• Nearly one-in-four borrowers received government assistance or benefits 
such a~ Social Security, disability, unemployment or welfare benefits; 
• Tbc nverage borrower took 11 loans in the 12-month period, paying $574 
in fees for $392 in credit; and 
• Despite lender attempts to reject the use of an annual percentage rate 
(APR). a two-week loan with a $15 fee per $100 borrowed is actually a 39 1 
percent APR. 

On banks' deposit advance loans, CFPB also 1u1..,;,. 1l1at: 

Borrowers usually had much lower average bal::m,·es than other bank 
customers, suggesting a smaller financial cushion tc c,J\ -::· unexpected 
shortfalls; 
• Nearly two-thirds of consumers also incurrect addnional fees such as 
overdraft or non-sufficient funds; 
• The annua l percentage rate (APR) of interest was .30-+ pcrcc-. . and 
• Most borrowers remained in debt for at least 149 cta:-,,s. 

Commenting on these fi ndings, Director Cordrnv said. ··we want to 
make sure that consumers can get the credit they need w1tho .t jeopardizing 
or undermining their finances. Debt traps shou1c not b" nari of neir 
financial futures.'' 

Earlier this month and in an effort to heighten Cari11ol hill awarep,· -~ A 
payday !ending's debt trap, Congressman Conyers corvcneci a brieii1,;• •ir::. 
included representatives from the NAACP, Nmtve Community hni.ln;;e, 
Consumer Federation of America, Pew Charita bk 1 rusts, and the C c·utcr for 
Responsible Lending. 

Also this month, C RL and National Pcople·s Action del ivered to 
regulators more than I 50,000 petitions urging the o fficials to crack down on 
high-cost payday lending. A lso part of the pet!! ion drive wert' CREDO and 
Green America and Americans for Financial Reform. 

for more than a decade, payday lending has been a centerpiece of the 
Center for Responsible Lending's policy efforts. The new CFPB findings 
strengthen earlier independent research by CRL. 

Commenting on CFPB's findings, Uriah King, CRL's vice-president of 
state policy, said, "This white paper affirms our long-standing critique of 
payday lending . The debt trap of payday loans is now official." 

Charlene Crowell ,is a communications manager with the Center for 
Responsible Lending. 
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