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The People Speak! 
·Do You Think Seattle Provides A Healthy 

Environment For Black Bu.'.sinesses To Prosper? 

sHELEY SECREST ... 

''No, I don't believe that Seattle offers a opportunity for 

black businesses to prosper. We see it by looking at our 

businesses owners compared to all other races. You can 

look at geographically how we're pacing with the growth 

of Seattle. Everyones talking how well Seattle's doing, but 

the numbers don't reflect that for our businesses. And so 

we need resources to make sure that we are able to grow, 

making sure that money is funneled to our community like 

others, its not happening right. I think the Seattle City 

Coucil needs "show us the money". 

Uvania Ayala ... 

----- -·-

Cynthia Brooks-Hassen ... 

"Presently, no! The only Black businesses prospering in 

S~attle are in the hair industry and a few "ethnic" 

restaurants. Although it seems aflluence is all around us, 

new high rise apartments and businesses, we don't own it. 

Seattle is ranked #78 out of 109 metropolitan places for 

Black owed business in theU.S. In my opinion,. several 

factors impact owning business in Seattle. Gentrification, 

high cost for building space and high interest loans to name 

of few." 

Leonard Charles ... 

"I think it can be. Seattle is very diverse and full of "In my opinion I feel like we been putting separation on 

opportunifres. If someone has the desire, discipline and om:selves for so many years, we -look at ourselves as 

passion to run their business, I have no doubt that it would individuals and it takes all ofus to make a community. So 

prosper." 

Collier Law 
Office, PLLC 

Family Law Attorney 

Your First Stop For Family Law 
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Call Attorney Sherry Collier for a 
Consultation at (206) 631-1997 

or email: sherrycollier@gmail.com 
www.seattledivorceandcustody.com 

Construction Management 
Small Business Inclusion• Compliance Reporting 

Business development• Business Planning 

Digital promotions, including video 

Customized skills coaching & on line training 

Select services free of charge for small firms seeking 
contracts with Hoffman Construction, Jacobs, and McKinstry. 

1-800-270-0724 
Platinum Group, uc 

Email dan@platinumbuslnessgroup.com 
www.platinumbusinessgroup.com 

it doesn't matter the color of your skin, its a matter of how 

you present what your trying to do for the people. Any 

business or anything that you do its about presentation, so 

if you present as a black business, then you set yourself up 

for failure.It should be a business' for the community, to 

build up the community, not just the individual." 

- SELLER MARI<ET? -
- BUYER MARI<ET? -

I can help you in ANY market! 

■■■■Andrea 
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206-351 -0711 
nndreacha r:ard@d>ha.in.ctJm 

wv.r\v.andreachatard.com 
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Flowers 
Just-4-U 

"We Deliver Smiles Of Happiness" 

Flo,,ers For E,·ery Occassion 
;\far~ \\ esle~·. (h, ner/Head Designer 

Ph: (206) 324-1440 • FAX (206) 324-0905 
Email: flowersjust4u.mw@gmail.com 

website: www.seattleffowersjust4u.net 
2216 S. Jackson St., Seattle, WA 98144 

Jacquis Nelson ... 

"My answer to that question is absolutely. Any time you 

have a flourishing area like Seattle that is continuously 

growing, real estate market is great out here and thriving 

jobs are plentiful, if you want one, absolutely. It's a great 

idea for any business, let alone Black businesses, to set up 

shop out here." 

Kayla North 

"I think that ,right now in society businesses are opented 

-· ddtin1:rnnct-veop-Je' are-nut valuing face to face' irlterilcfto,ns 

that make business personable and successful." 

ENTRIPRENEURIAI 

lNSTIWfE Of . 

WASHINGTON 

Entrepreneurial Support.Services 24/7 
Estimating and proposal development 

Construction Market Data Lead Generation 

Back office support• 82B & B2G networking 

Prospect matching and sales mentoring 

Business planning• Business management 

Select services free of charge for member firms or 
federal/state SBE, DBE, VBE, M/WBE certified firms 

1-800-270-0724 
fD Email dan@eiwashington.org 

www.facebook.com/EIWashington/ www.eiwashington.org 
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