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'l' he t v,<) g reat educative fact­
o r~ in the n1o ral and social ele,·a­
t io n <Jf a race a re the ho 111e and 
the -;chool. UJ)On the training 
rece ived, in these res ts the fu ­
ture u[ any people. ] n the ho m e, 
the earli e t im pressio ns are 
n1ade. £ , ,ery educato r, therefore 
"hould recognize the in,portance 
<,f n1aking that center al l that ir 
f.h ould be in the g reat work of 
character fo rtnatio n. w11ich ,ve 
conceive today a s the pri111e end 
<Jf education. l t is too true that 
few parents t111derstand the part 
the)' have to perfo rn, in thi; 
""ork. Countless homes through-

nut the land arc no t al l that 
the~· !'>ou ld be. Too 1nan)· pa r­
e nts a rc eitheT ig nc>rant or in d if­
fe rent as to their share in the 
educatio n o f their child ren. It 
is Dr. Thayer who asserts that 
the mass of children and youth 
in the pub'1ic schools of our land 
never receive the first moral les~ 
ron at home. , \ ' hen ,ve look at 
the :-;Lat e111en t in the light of t he 
exis ting conditions in n1any 
h0 n1 es, especial! )· tho~e of so 
n1an)· o f the ~egro race , ,vc can 
but accept th ~ truth o f the as­
se rti on. ' f hen, it is a no tc,vo rth y 
iac- t that the chi ldren of school 
age toda)· spend far n1ore ti1nc 
under the direct influence o f the 
teacher than is spent under the 
1 lirect influence o f the parent. 

,.fhis being the case ,Ye see 
lhat the ,,,o rk of m oral and so­
cial ele,·a tion must be la rgely 
<lone bv the schools a11d tl1at the ., 
onus <)f it rests pre-cn1incntly 
upon the teacher. 

"fo assure t he future of anv . 
people. th ere 1nus t be a gro,v th 
in both th inking and do ing-. 1' hc 
:-Jegro race 111ns t learn t o think 
for it. elf. not to let other think 
fo r it: it mu ~t learn to do for 
it elf along all line . 11ot to be 
dependent upo n o thers for doi ng. 
' !'his task o f lead ing to such 
g ro ,vth is the teacher·s. The 
111en and v,omer1 ,vho are d irect­
in g- the youth a re in rea lit)' di­
recting the destiny o f the race. 
( )n the1n res ts thi s r esp<>n ib ilit~, 
c,f inculcating in thei r pupil s 
those lessons in a ll the littli! 
things that go to make an ho n­
e~t. indus trious clas of people 
- a ll those correct hab it of li fe 
that 1nake fo r n,o rali tv and de-., 
cenc)' ; lessons in neatness, 
µunctualit)' , accuracy, truthful­
ne s. tho roughness, syst em-les­
son that are to so great an ex­
ten t neglected in the homes oi 
unde\'elo ped peoples. 
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