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12 THI~ PllOGRESSI\"E \VL::ST J~RNElt 
-- --------------------- ---------

lt de,·ol ,·cs larg-el)' upo n then1 
to acccnt 11n te correct views of 
life - vic,vs ,,·h ich every chi ld 
111us l he held l<) h<>ld if there i~ 
t<, he progress. Proper insight. 
the right perspective o f relation:::; 
i1~ life, the intellectual and rno ra l 
training- that ,,·ill develop com-
1111J11 sense, sharpen intellect , 
purif~- soul, a nd strengthen char­
;.,cter-the::-e are needed al)O\'e 
a 11 hv hacl<,,·ard races and thus . 
they beco111c the teacher·s li ft: . 
,,·<Jrk. 

I n realit\', the teacher is 1,etter -
fitted in n1any respects for its 
perft,rmance than is the parent. 
for the teacher is stripped. in 
a large degree, of that partiality 
,vhich blinds to fau lts and 
,,·caknesse~. and o f tl1at ignor­
ance, an1hil io n and ,·anit)' \,·hicl1 
cause sc> m an)· parents to urge 
ancl irnpel children to many a 
n,istaken course in life. 

' fhe Youth of toda,· are to be - , 
taught to be industrio us, to !ear!\ 
that hard ,-vork hurts no one, 
that even learning is labor, a nd 
211 labor i:-: honoral) le. that a 
trained intellect a nd a trained 
hand a ll gl1 t<)gether to make a 
perfect n1 an. The)· are to be 
taught that the mind mus t be 
rightly occupied. that the hand 
alone set to ,vork leaves the 
n1ind free to run ri o t - a free­
<lon, that usually becomes license -to run upon debasing thing~ 
,,;hen a life has no t been inspire<l 
b)· thoughts above the soil. The)' 
are to be filled ,,vith asp iration, 
that the:v n,a)' not grovel con­
tentedl~· in the s lot1gh and mire 
- such contentment has not o n<'! 
uplifting phase to it but it is 
e\'er the basis o f fu r the r de­
el inc. 

Ffhere has neYer been a tim e 
in the hi s tor)' o f the ,.vorld"s 
education when 111en a nd ,;vo­
n1en - looking back o, rer the 
forma tive influence that have 
s haped t hei r lives-ha,,e not 

• 

found their upl ift to he crecl ite 'I 
to S(J1ne teach er. It has been 
son,e honorable, enthusiastic, 
self-sacrificing , noble, ,·irtuous 
111an o r ,v.oman \Vho has kindled 
se lf- res pect, fanned the spark of 
divini ty v:ithin to a flame and 
s tirred th e fires of a1nbilion to 
be and to do. 

'fhus lhe teacher becomes most 
la rge!)' the s pi·ritual. n1ental and 
physical adviser of a people, 
ho l<ling a pos itio n than ,v1,ich 
none is c loser in its relatio n t(> 
the e levation o f a race. none more 
po tent in influence fo r the f u­
tu re. The opportunit)' is h is 
above a ll <)tl1ers to direct to high­
er leve ls. to p<>int out error, t0 
correct fal se ideas, t<> lea<l to tru~ 
esti1nates of li fe, to bring o ut the 
best. to repress the \VOrst, to 
tra nsf o rm the vicious!)' inclined , 
to insp ire an.d encourage the 
dullards, to indicate right chan­
nels fo r the eage r, brilliant o nes. 

l ~hi s being true. the11 \vhat 
n1ust thi s teacher be ,,·ho sus­
ta ins such a -relationship to the 
future of the race? "\\'hat is re­
quired o f one ,vho has such un­
l in1ited po,ver . ,vho can d,varf 
or spur the n1inds in hi s care , 
,vho can make the y<.J utl1 ''look 
up and not look down," "look out 
and not in and \vho "lends a 
hand" to every u1)lifting plan, o r 
lets those he assun1es to guide 
s ink to degradation? 

In the first place, the n1o ra l 
sense o f a race canno t be elevat­
ed no r can the social p lane be 
lifted 11igher except its teachers 
have a high moral sense and a 
1>roper cr>mp,rehens io n o f 'vvhat 
differentiates social J) lanes. Ex­
ample has ever been far more 
than precept. So the teache rs of 
the Negro race m ust be chan1-
J)ions of ho no r and v irtue. Loose 
lives must not be tolerated among 
them. Gambling, frequenting 
questionable places of amuse­
ments, drinking-vices, great and 


