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small, should have no place in 
the li,·es o f those ,v·ho are to lead 
rhe )·tJung as ment<) r . ~fhe teach­
er. Ii ke the p reacher. stands too 
near the young to be other than 
thoroughly honorable. \ Veak. 
u111) rincipled , sel fi sh per sons 
\\'ith no race pr ide, no race lo ,·e. 
nt> race hope. s hould not be a t 
t"hc teacher's desk. Those who 
tcarh n1ust be 1nen and wo1nen in 
,,·hon1 f ri vol i t)' find s no lodg­
n1en t . ,vho a·re not o nly above re-. 
pr<)ach bu t "'·ho possess such 
fc)rce of cha racter that they make 
bn)·s and girls strong in d iscri1n­
inating bet\veen right and ,vrong 
and resolute in fo llowing lig h t 
and doing the right. T hey mttst 
ha,·e. too. that personal magnet­
i,n, that clothes the born teacher 
,vith un"\.vonted power to carry 
fc,llo,ve-rs where,,er he leads. 

' !'his responsi l) le position as a 
leader ca ll s fo r preparation along 
n1enta l lines as w ell as f or mor a l 
ec1uipment. A n ignorant leader 
in an)· cat1se is a dangerous o ne. 
1~he time is past for entrus ting 
the g,-eat work of education to 
the hands of those poorly pre­
par.ed. A mone:' Tewarcl need 
n1Jt be expected by o ne occup)'-
i ng the teacher's chair. This po­
sit ion-the most impo rtant and 
re ponsible-the formation of 
character for future upbuilding 
of races-tl,is is the mos t poor!)· 
paid. Neither should teaching 
be used s in,ply as a stepping 
~to ne to something 1nore desir­
ab le. t; nless one has consecrated 
his life to this ca lling, unless he 
has heard vvith unmistable clear­
nes:; the voice that s ummons to 
,, vocation one has no rig ht to 
111eddle ,vith the immortal work 
of a teacher-as sacred as any 
o n ea rth . Bt1t with the clear call 
resounding in the ear, prepara­
tio for as well as interest i11, 
t eaching as a life work, is abso­
lutel)' necessary. Breadtl1 of 
k11 0,vledge ancl varied culture 

s hould l)elong to the teacher. 
Ethic~ a nd Philosoph)· n,ust be 
thoroughly studied as on!)· 
th rough a ,k11owledge of these 
can 011e kno,,v hov; to cope ,vith 
the task o f training minds. The 
Negro teacher 1nust be familiar 
\.vith science a11d 11igher learning 
gene rall y. Breadth and depth in 
these 111ean elevation as ,vei l. So 
his 1nt1st not be a smattering. 
S uch s ha llo,v kno ,vledge leads to 
fa l e ideas. It is he who drinks 
(leep o f the "Pierian J)ring • 
that ,viii a lone bring o ne face to 
face ,,vith truth and its clea r un­
de rstand in g-. rl' he blind cannot 
lead th e blind. 

13ut above all the teachers 
must be religious. God-fea ring-. 
Christian n,en and '-''Omen. Bible 
n1ust he their standa rd and re­
lig ion a part of their _lives. Not 
the frothy kind that have onl)' 
a "religious vocabula ry'' without 
a " re I igious experience." l)u t the 
kind that can stand the fiercest 
lig ht of scrutiny. Free thought, 
'' liberal'' religious , ,iews. as they 
a re termed mav be one's own ' , 
personal ri ght, but for i1nmatt1re 
minds to be encouraged or led 
to such exercises is dangerous in 
the extreme. 

The vouth who s it at ll1e feet 
of thei; tea'chers today are going 
to do more than an)1thing else to 
transform the future ho1nes of 
the ~egro race. v\' ith cultured 
homes and schoolroom s presided 
o,,er by teachers thoroughly fit­
ted for their work the trend must 
be upward. \¥ith a steady 
g ro,:vth in love o f hig h id~als. 
with profound co11tempt for idle­
ness. \.vith pride in "\.VOrk. with o. 
deep-rooted ho rro r of c rime, a 
people always moves o n to higher 
levels. Its moral elevation is 
secured and with it ,:vill con,e 
that social elevation that mt1st 
ha,,e its g e11es is within its o,:vn 
ranks . 
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