
·, 

14 T HI~ PROGR ESSIVE \,V ESTERNCR -----------------------------
CABIRIA 

L! y \ I J \ . I A :N A US 1' IN" . 
• 

( )ne <)f the n1c>st picturesque 
a nd t)·p ical p lays of ~lfodern life, 
that has been presented to us re­
ccn tl )· is Cabiria . D. Annuzio 
that great f)ramatis t, Xovelist 
a nd (Joet. has made thi - l)eauti­
f ul histori cal novel so realistic 
that J feel there is a les on and 
a n1oral to be taken f ro n1 each 
character. 

One oi the g reate ·t n,i takes 
the )'Oun g- people of today n1ake 
is . the)· see a play o r read a 
l •ook. the)r admire the g rea t act­
ing and beautiful scenery. and 
enjoy the int r icaC)' of the plot, 
but fail to g rasp the n1otive, or 
see the n1ora l. \\' e 1nus t learn 
to recognize the fact that i:1 
e,·er,· l)ook we read and ever,, - -pla)' ,ve see, the re is som e n1o r-
al, some lesson w e can fo llow fo r 
good or reject and profit l>y the 
n1 istakes ,ve see. 

1~his play especial ly appealecl 
to me for th ree rea ·ons. Fir t ­
ly-v\ ' e are no~r living in a tin,e 
of great ,var , an<l in looking 
back in the thi rd cen turv a nd -seeing the awful destruction of 
li,·es. one Xation fighting a­
gai n t the other for s up remac)·, 
av.a;· l>ack there before Chris t 
can,c to s he> "'· the peaceful "vay 
of doing thing-s. I w ondered: 
a re ,ve real I,. ,·er,· far re 111 0, ,ed ., -
f ro ,n then1 after al l. \ \ ' hen "'·e 
s to p to look at the \\' a r in 11exi­
co and the g reat European \\·ar 
it makes )'O U think and t hink 
cleep. lt see1ns that the only 
difference is: vve ha\'e :iiodern 
<1nd ad ,·anced n,achinery for tak­
ing m(, re lives al o ne ti1ne than 
the)'. 

Second ly- I ·vvas oh! so pro ttd 
of that g reat a nd noble cl1arac­
te r :\1acis te, the A fr ican s lave. 
He to m)' mind ,vas the l1ero. 
1-l e m ade n1 e thi nk of one of 

• 

those beautiful poen,s C<)1npris<.:d 
b)· the g-reat E"angelis t ) Ir,. 
JJe na ~fason enti t led "The :\'c­
g ro a lwa)'S in it.'' rfo m~· 1nind 
h e was no t only in it. bu t as iar 
as the ro1na11 c·e ,,·as concer11ed 
he was 11--. 

'l' hen third!)· the thing::- that 
apJJealed to m e ... ,·e re : J 1,,,v 
great the p<>..,ve r t> f n1 an ha-; 
beco1ne. Ho,v reali t ic ,,·ere 
tl1ose beautiful ·cenes . e~­
pecially the burning o f the beau­
tiful palace of J~atlo. Cahiria'-; 
fa ther. \\' hen ~1t. r\ et11a o i Ca­
tana ~ ic il y erupted the statues r,f 
t hose g reat Gods that the pe,)p!e 
se r ved in tho e <la~· ~· .\p,)lli>, 
Jupiter, V ulcan and ll crcules 
,,·i th their fair consort:-. Juno, 
\ i enu and )Iiner,·a ,-vere ~horn 
from their pedastalled throne,, 
a11d humbled in the du. l to do 
homage to the "'·ork:; o f the real 
a nd only li,·ing God, 'fhe One 
l 1o v.r;er. T he pirit o f Lite a11cl 
Death. l t ,vas so t~·pical oi hu-
111an nature to see the s la Yes ,Jf 
IJatto stop to pillage his trca­
:-ure. v.rl1en all al)o,·e a11d aroun<l 
them "vere the flames that e,·ery 
1no111ent ,.vere coin ing nearer to 
<lestrov them. 1 \Yonder are ,v~ -not just a litt le like that toda)·: 
T~ife uncertain. Si11 a nd l )eath a ll 
around us a11<J >'et ,,·e are . top­
ping- to pi llage the earth for trea­
sures here, a nd r a n,e for the eye!'. 
of the "'·o r l<l to see. ':'\ e,·e r stop­
ing to think and see tl1at al l 
these things are fleeting . \Yhilc 
[)ea th i~ ure. First ~et _a fe in 
the true Ark o f Safety a nd ii ,ve 
,vatch and pray in the right spir­
it these earth ly things ,,·ill be 
adtled according tn our needs. 

The s to r)· sho\,·ed that the c 
same slaves' 1>r11sper it)· ,,·as 
sl1ort li ved fo r the)· fell into th'! 
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