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THE SPHERE OF WOMEN 
By Clarence R. Anderson. 

'l' he ~oc ial rig ht and <lutie 
of \\'Omen in the ci\'ili zed ,vorld 
today, is a ques tion n1uc h in d is­
pute . '1' he increas ed intelligence, 
the po litical achievements, and 
the indu. tri a l accom plishn1ents 
o f the w eaker sex in the last t,vo 
(lecades . couplecl ,v ith their ad­
\'an ced ·ocial s tandi ng, al l of 
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,vhich ha. re u"ited from tl1eir 
cons tant agi tation and conten­
tion fo r more co11s ideration in 
thi 111an-n1ade ,vo rld. has a rous­
ed all th inking people of the 
present age. T o what this g reat 
change in the sphere of ""omen 
1nay be conductive, is a quest io n 
of procligous socio logica l i1n­
port. 

'fhe progress of ,von1en is o ne 
o f the 1110s t im por tan t factors 
in o ur contem pora ry c iv ilizatio11. 
J t is no t collatera l , but concomi­
tan t : not incidenta l, but esse n­
t ia l. o race. no nation, can 
{ar ad,·a nce if its ,vomen are 
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held in s ubjection. That race. 
o r that nation, \vhich attemt)t..; 
to cope 1,,vith othe r race . . o r to 
bui ld a grand and noble e1npire . 
and at the sa me ti111 e curtail s 
the advancen1ents of its ,vomen. 
,v iii hardly ha ve begun to rise 
Lo the heights to ,\'hic h it aspi re~. 
err the clegredation o f its sup­
J)ressed ,,·on1en ,,·ill become a :­
a ,veig ht upon its nec k, g ro\,·in~ 
hea,·ier ilS that race, o r that na­
tion ad,·ances. until the increas­
ed ,veight ,,·ill finall)· drag l>ack: 
to the bo tton1, t l1e a pirer . \,·ho 
,,·ere but n1 e re drean,ers of a 
g reat future . 

The mascu line and fe1ninine 
characters s ho\.vn respectiYely b~• 
1nan a nd \VOrna n are no t the re­
s uJ t o f f unda111enta l differences 
in their malenes and fen1ale­
ness. but a re d irec t) \· traceable • 
to heredit)' a n<l en,· ironments. 
\\·oma n exists in this man-n1acle 
\VOrld of practi cal and ~cientific 
activity. but is excluded from 
full participation therein. Cer­
tain org.anic cond itions a nd hi s­
t0 r ica l incide11t. ha \ "C enc losed 
her in habi t -, and ens hrouded 
her with custon,~ ,,·hich l1c nei­
ther can nor ,,,ill fracture a nd 
de troy. These same conditions 
and incidents ha\·e set up in the 
n1ind o f ma n. an at t itude to,vard 
her. ,vhich renders her a ln1ost 
as a lien to 111an • - interest~ and 
practice · a~ she ,vould be ,,·e re 
s he s pac ial!)· separated iro1n 
them. 

I~e t us look l>ac k fo r a fe,,· 
n1omcnts to primeval tin1es. \\. e 
see man th e s trong- protector of , . . 
,..,on,an. \\·e see him hunting 1n 

or<ler to obtain food on ,vhich 
,..,oma n. ,vho was dependent up­
o n h im, n1 io-h t st1bs ist. \\' e ee 
hin1 at ,var. \\·e fi n,! man's n1 ost 
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