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families would intennamy and also connect with other families just
lately arrived from North Carolina. like the Howard and Cook
families. or those moving up from Union and Newbeiry Counties
suchas Goldsmith. and at least one branch of the Austin family. The
degree of intermarriage here and all over the Piedmont was
significant and necessary. given the lack of access to other
populations. But that also meant that these unions were often of a
character that is widely considered taboo today. in that first cousins
married each other with an accepted regularity. Up to the time of the
Civil War or a decade after. it would be somewhat rare to find a
family of ten children. in which less than three of them eventually
married a first cousin.

Within this southern “frontier.” people could find large
acreage to accommodate them. and yet even with the influx of settfers
on either side of them. they could not only be out of sight but. if they
chose. vinually unreachable. because ofthe common incidenceo flow
mountains.gorges.and creeks. This was not the biggestdraw fora lot
of settlers. but itcenainly sold the area for quite a few. Regardlessof

their phic distribution. however.the ov
that established continuity in any area before there was ever really
ity was theclose knit ded family unit. As this extended

unit would embrace more and more neighboring families through
intermarriage we find that often groups of families moved together as
they filieredintothe y spaces of lower Gi ille County.
former Cherokee land. With a small population it is easy to see how
quickly these families could become interwoven in their fronticr
homesteading. People in the same small communities became first.
second and third cousins fairly quickly. By the late 1770s the
amalgam of families had become small communities usually located
near areliable water supply such as a spring or creek. not unlike the
contemporary natives and all earlier human populations. This is
principally the pattern in the formation of settlements in the lowcr
Piedmont of Greenville County. where our focus lies. Also. like the
native Americans. most of these settlements were centered around a
structure (o house ceremonial activities. which in the case of most
white settlers arriving with families. would be the church. This is
especially true after the waves of the “Second Great Awakening”
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ran a course from a point on the Reedy River below Fork Shoals due
north to a point near Tryon Mountain. This line would also constitute
the original eastem border of Greenville County. From this same
point on the Reedy River a southwestern course was run 10 a point
where the Keowee Trail crosses the Litlle River. known as Dewee s
or Dewitt’s comer.

As aresult. this boundary from the Reedy River to the north ran
about two miles east of present-day Simpsonville. very close in
frontier terms. and so would placemany ancestors of the town s early
settlers in what would become Laurens County. Regardless of the
boundary. there was theever likely threat that the natives would take
issue with white settlement so close to their huntinggrounds. even if
trade was the primary purpose. Several settlers living near the Indian
Boundary Line were paid to provide provisions for a string of forts
thatlined this boundary with the unpredictable Cherokee. There are
afew historical ions of these for isting in locations within
the areaof Fountain Inn and Simpsonville but we have little evidence
as 1o an exact location for them. Just what year each fort was

d i difficult to determine. although most would probably
date from a time soon after the boundary was set in 1766. We can
however. with some surety. assume that some were undergoing
refurbishing in response to Loyalistand British threats on the eve of
the Revolution wellinto the late 1770s. One thing is cerain. by the
time the War of Independence was a couple of yearsold. the feeling
of security in our area of the Backcountry was rapidly dwindling.
Within the nexI five or six years. the JacobHite family. east of Pearis.
fell victim to Indianraidsas didmembers of the Hampton family. just
inside the line in what is now Spartanburg County. Also. it was likely
at the time of these raids that a female member of the Nathaniel
Austin family was reportedly captured and killed. although it is pure
speculation as to the location of either the attack or the Austin
residence at the time

- While it is possible that ihe unfortunate Miss. Austin was residing a1 a
home over the Indian lire at the time. near the present marked sites of the Austin
home on Hwy. I4. it is also lkely that her father was simply close cnough with his
property in Laurens County 1o provoke the atiack
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service in the Ammy. But these newly acquired state lands were not
opened for development until the state created the machinery for
taking advantage of the addition." A land office was established in
1784 for each circuit court district for their purpose of selling this
land as well as any lands confiscated from those loyalists supporting
the British cause during the Revolution. In the Ninety-Six District.
whichincludedallof whatwould later be Greenville. Laurens. Union.
Spartanburg. York. and Cherokee Counties. the activity at the land
office was immediately brisk. Many of those buying property were
making use of the paymentreceived for state militia service in the
recent conflict. South Carolina was depleted of money from the
Revolutionary War and so. not having the means to pay soldiers for
their services. the stateissued Treasury indents that could be used to
purchase the property at 10 pounds sterling per 100 acres.

There is a 100-acre tract issued in July. 1784. 10 William Austin
(evidently Nathaniel s son. Colonel William Austin) but there are no
other Gilder Creek properties that indicate Austins as adjacent
landholders until 1789. But more confusing is that the one grant
description attributed to an Austinlies furthereast alongGilder Creek
than the traditional location of the family plantation and more toward
itsmouthat the Enoree. Itis very difficult through the existing record
toexactly time the whereabouts of all of our landed antecedents. but
we must ask the questions. especially when the contributionsof those
individuals so influenced the area’s progress.®

Nathaniel Austin and his offspring. nephews. and nieces. are
often reported (o be the first of all settlers in the Mauldin and
Simpsonville area. a tribute that is reflected in name of Austin
Township in which Simpsonville lies. The members of the Austin
family have through the generations provided the area with
leadership. agricultural progress. means of defense. and health care
These conuibutions have run through several generations. from at

* These operations are more ully explained in HufF pp.36-40.

¢ Ninety Sux District Deeds ond Plats, North of the Saluda 1781 -1799 .
Microfilm. GCL. SC: also Anne McCuen. Unpublished notes and papers, Deed
Provenance ref Reech River Horsepen Creek watershed
































