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to pull the cars because practically no harness was needed—no
breeching, no holding back straps and no crupper. Not many
people would have had the courage to attempt to put the crupper
under Lightning’s tail.

The most important and colorful character associated with
the horse-drawn street cars was its stocky Negro driver, Billy
Fronaberger. Holding the reins of capricious Lightning loosely in
his lap, he was free to slow down and pick up patrons arriving
late at the corner, free to wave to all the children along the
route, free to exchange his views about the weather, free, also,
to transmit local happenings of interest down Washington and
Main Streets from whence the news would be carried to adjacent
streets by the listening passengers.

Life was then geared to a leisurely pace which suited per-
fectly the philosophy of the friendly driver . . . and the ambition
of Lightning. One wonders if in substituting speed for deliberate-
ness, impersonal relations for friendly interest, and the jet plane
for the mule.drawn car, we have really gained in the exchange.
Billy Fronaberger would not think so.



