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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY

{All meetings were held in the Parker Memorial Auditorium,
Greenville County Library, unless otherwise noted.)

1989-1991

Fall Meeting, October 8, 1989.

The President announced that the Board has approved grants from
the Society to the Greenville County Library and the Peace Center
for the Performing Arts.

Reverend A. Charles Cannon introduced the speaker, Betty Peace
Stall (Mrs. Edward H. Stall) who presented her paper *‘With Grace
and Style: School Integration in 1970.” Mrs. Stall served as volun-
teer coordinator for the Citizen’s Committee which was instrumental
in the achievement of the peacefu! integration of the Greenville County
Public School system.

Winter Meeting, February 18, 1990.

Resolutions were presented honoring Dr. Albert N. Sanders and
the late Judge Clement F. Haynsworth, Jr.

DR. ALBERT N. SANDERS

WHEREAS, Albert N. Sanders, Ph.D., was one of the 16 Greenvil-
lians who, in 1961, formed the Greenville Historical Rec-
ords Committee, forerunner of the Greenville County His-
torical Society; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Sanders was immediately elected a member of the
Board of Directors of the Society and has since served in
that capacity, initially by election and more recently ex of-
Jficio as a past president of the Society; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Sanders served as editor of the Proceedings and
Papers of the Society from 1962 through publication in 1984
of Volume VII of the Proceedings and Papers, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Sanders had undertaken for the Society the writing
of adefinitive history of Greenville County when his health
forced him 10 relinquish that task and the editorship of the
Proceedings and Papers.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the







bia whi dani ion of the Museum’s various
exhibitions.

Spring Meeting, May 6, 1990.

‘The membership voted unanimously to pass amended By-Laws
and elect the following officers:

President: Miss Choice McCoin

First Vice President: Mr. Leonard Todd
Directors at Large: Mrs. Phillip Whitley (Alex)
(3-year terms) Mr. Yancey Gilkerson

Mrs. William D. Browning, Jr. (Kathy), presented a paper on the
development of fire-fighting in Greenville, based on her husband’s
extensive research from 1840 to present.

Fall Meeting, October 21, 1990.

The Rev. A. Charles Cannon introduced Miss Cecil Penelope For-
rester who presented a paper on the “Project’” which discussed re-
search into the disposition of property in antebellum downtown
Greenville. This research was done in conjunction with an exhibit
at the Greenville County Museum of Art involving artist Thomas
Stephen Powell’s 1851-1869 journals. A scale model of downtown
Greenville during this period depicts two years of research by Miss
Forrester, Mrs. D.W. McCuen and Mrs. Fred Ellis.

Winter Meeting, February 17, 1991.

Mr. Samuel Zimmerman presented a plaque to Mr. Vance Drawdy
expressing appreciation by the Historical Society for his generous and
enthusiastic assistance in legal matters.

The Rev. A. Charles Cannon introduced Rev. Elizabeth Lindsay
Templeton, Execul-ve Director of United Ministries who presented
a paper on hi 'y of that from itsi in June
1970 until the present.

Spring Meeting, April 14, 1991.
The following officers were unanimously approved.
Second Vice President:  Mr. E.D. Sloan
Secretary: Mrs. John Conway (Frances)
Directors at Large: Mrs. Harold F. Gallivan, HI (Fielding)
(3-year terms) Mrs. Mary Louise Bouchillon King






THE PROJECT
Cecil Penelope Forrester

The project, comprised of locating all property, property owners
and contents of property in downtown Greenville, was precipitated
by the Greenville County Museum of Art’s intent to exhibit the work
of local and state portraits, and more specifically, the work of Thom-
as Stephen Powell. Powell was a portrait artist who lived in Green-
ville from the late 1840's until his death in 1882. The son of Thomas
Powell of Bristol, England, and Mary Ann Atherford Powell of Kent
County, England, Powell was born in London on 24 April 1827,

He had one brother, William Robert, who served as a Captain

in the Butler Guards, and graduated from the Citade! in 1851 as a
Civil Engineer. He volunteered for service with the Confederacy in
1861, was promoted to Ist Lt. of the 2nd Regiment, SCV, in 1862,
and was wounded at Gettysburg. His sisters were Mary A., Sarah
Ann, and Eliza, who is remembered as a long-time school lcachcr
who own pri taughtin the Church
school, and the city schools.

We do not know of Thomas Stephen Powell’s education, for he
does not mention it in his diary. He read widely, however, and had
a great love of learning, as was evidenced within the pages of his jour-
nal. Powell made his living assisting his father who was a house painter.
The younger Powell also painted signs, designed the first known city
seal, and created banners for local Sons of Temperance and other
organizations.

‘We came to know him and his family so well through the journal,
that we referred to him as “Teaspoon,”” using the acronym “‘tsp™
created by the initials of his name. The journals, kept faithfully by
““Teaspoon” cover twotime periods. The first began 1 January 1851,
and continued through 31 December 1856, while the second, chron-
icles theperiod immediately following the Civil War, | January 1866-17
June 1869. We know, through references within the second journal,
that he kept a diary throughout the late fifties and during the war
period, but those journals have not yet surfaced.

Our fear is that these works were destroyed after Eliza’s death.
Charles David, local writer and cartoonist, wrote about cleaning out
the Powell house after her death and, almost gleefully, of the bonfire
he made of ““Teaspoon’s’” possessions. Our hope is the diary will sur-






edgeablein regard to land research, was my partner and mentor in
researching the land. Mrs. Joyce Ellis, who is also quite diligent and
inquisitive, transcribed the journals and read virtually every extant
newspaper of the period. Mrs. Sylvia Marchant, Mrs. Brenda Hayes,
Mirs. Paula Hysinger and Mrs. Terry Steck, have also spent thousands
of hours of work on the research end of the project.

So, this was a team effort and I must say, the most enjoyable
and challenging project in which I have personally been involved.
Mrs. Ellisread newspapers, gleaning information from the very scant
local information columns, marriage and death notices, and most im-
portantly, the advertisements. Mrs. McCuen and I also took to the
newspapers in order to solve some of our problems.

Business ads, estate notices and real estate ads gave us vital in-
formation, especially regarding the contents of particular pieces of
property. An example is Dr. T.C. Austin’sreal estate ad in the Green-
ville Mountaineer on 14 October 1852:

The house is a 2-story wooden building with a base-
ment story of brick, seven feet high, containing two
large basement rooms with a fireplace. The house con-
tains six large upright rooms with a fireplace in each,
and a large pantry adjoining the dining room, lodging
rootu, etc.; a two-story portico in front, a beautiful
nararal grove of near an acre around the house, a gar-
den of half an acre; a handsome brick kitchen with
two rooms, a fireplacein each; a well of the best water,
ahandsomeoffice, stables, and all necessary outbuild-
ings.

An ad by E.C. Remer, also in the Mountaineer, on 25 July 1845,
places his “‘new Boot and Shoe Manufactory’’ in the brick building
one door above Col. Dunham’s store, next to the Tin Shop. This ad
told usthat Remer’s shop waslater occupied by Alex Greenvield and
was sandwiched between the Dunham & Loveland Tin Shop, which
was on the northernmost end of the property and the New York Auc-
tion Store which was located on the southern corner,

Mrs. McCuen and [ were provided three maps: the Lemuel Al-
ston plat, with which we are all familiar; the John Watson 1844 sur
vey; and the 1830 John Barillon survey map which had been recopied
by City Engineer W.D. Neves and K. Bleckley in October, 1922. The
Alston Plat of Pleasantburg, California, 1797, gave us the numbers
of his lots and the Barillon survey provided the numbers Vardry McBee






‘What do you do? You have one of two choices: Either determine
the owner today and work backwards 170 years or have a guardian
angel sitting on your shoulder as you crank a microfilm reader look-
ing for information regarding another piece of property. You stop
to rest your arm and spy the name of the buyer within the Grantee
index. Elizabeth Paul purchased the property from Fulks in 1832.

Another problem is a person who purchases a lot, duly records
same and then dies, which places the lot in an estate. The land rec-
ords relating to estates in Greenville County can be classed in two
dimensions: bad and horrible! Sometimes the land just seems to pass
downwith no deed of record. if it is not willed and the administrator
has a different surname than the decedent, you are very often chal
lenged in attempting to determine the disposition.

Another difficulty is when the family squabbles or there are suf
ficient claims against anestateto force the saleof the land, the Gran-
tor deed will be indexed under the name of the Ordinary (Probate
Judge), the Equity Commissioner (Master in Equity) or the Sheriff.
Litigated land and mortgage defaulted property are also indexed under
the name of the court official who actually conducted the sale of the
lot, and not the name of the person who owned the land in question.

There were one or two pieces which we know were occupied by
certain persons because deeds to the adjoining property place them
on their respective lots. Recorded deeds for these parcels have yet
to surface, however. A good example is Dr. Thomas Williams® lot
on the lower end of Main St. His property is mentioned by Vardry
McBeg as he conveys lot 15SW 10 T.M. Cox. Try as we might, we
have yet to discover a dced regarding this lot. We are still searching,
however, and I feel confident the documents referring to this prop-
erty will surface.



















































































































































































































































































































































