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Between 1830 and 1860 South Carolina politicians were in• 
volved in three political crises: the Nullification controversy, lhe 
political upheaval that accompanitd the Wilmot Proviso which 
lhtea1encd to limit the expansion of slavery from territories ac­
qui,ed following the Mexican War, and 1he Secession Crisis of 
1860. 

Grttnville District presents the historian with a unique case 
study during this period of South Carolina history. This 
dynamic up-country district was inhabited by a "yeomanry" (to 
use a phrase of that period) united in opposition to Nullifica• 
tion. Despite the fact that John Caldwell Calhoun lived in hear• 
by Pendleton District, mosl Grcenvillians were staunch 
Unionists during the 1830's. However, in 1860 the inhabitants 
of Greenville District united wi1h the rest of South Carolina in 
Sttcssion. What caused lhis dramalic shift of public opinion? 
Why did lknjamin Franklin Perry, one of the sialwarts of the 
Sou1h Carolina Unionists, proclaim in 1859 thal if John 
Brown's raid were endorsed by northerners in general it woukl 
be dishonorable for South Carolina to remain in the Union? 
This paper will provide one explanation for the shift in senti­
ment between 1830 and 1860 among inhabitants of Greenville 
District. 

Few South Carolinians in 1827 agreed with Thomas Cooper, 
President of the South Carolina College, when he declared that 
i1 was "time lo calculate the value of the Union.''' By I 832 most 
South Carolinians had accepted Cooper's analysis and the statt 
was involved in the Nullification Crisis. For several years in the 
18J0's a biller and devisivt suuggle was waged throughoul iht 
~ate between the NullificattOn leaders who followed John C. 
Calhoun and tht Unionius forces kd by Jamts Louis Ptttigru, 
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Joel Robert Poinsett, John Belton O'Neall, Benjmain F. Perry, 
and others.' 

Evidence that the mass of Greenville's "yeomen" were solidly 
Unionist is abundant. William Lowndes Yancey, who chal­
lenged Virginia's Edmund Ruffin and South Carolina's Robert 
Barnwell Rhett for the sobriquet "Father of Secession," lived in 
Greenville during the Nullification Crisis. While reading law 
under Benjamin F. Perry, Yancey contributed articles to his 
mentor's newspaper, the Greenville Mountaineer. Yancey, 
radical Unionist at this early stage of his career, penned bitter 
denunciations of Calhoun across the pages of the Mountaineer. 
He noted with wonder that Calhoun had withdrawn from con­
tention as a presidential aspirant. "It must be a hard thing for 
one of Mr. Calhoun's inordinate and grasping ambition, to give 
up all hopes of ever obtaining the object for which he has 
sacrificed so much, and for which he would even have sacrificed 
his country."' After Calhoun was elected to the United States 
Senate, Yancey wrote: 

Eight~n thousand South Carolina voters would rather that the 
seal of death had been set upon his lips. than that such foul and 
heretical doctrines-· such revengeful and hear1-burningspeechcs 
should ever have been uttered by him in our Senate Chamber 
Rnolufions indeed! Or in other words, Disunion -- Ci~il War! 
These are openly avowed bythispoliticalmadman,tobehisonly 
alternativcsinthepresemcrisis-•hisonlymeansordestroying 
1hecountry,inwhichthereisnotthelcastshadowofahope,1hat 
he can ever again be looked upon even as a patriot, or as an 
American.' 

Calhoun had, according to Yancey, "left off his desperate at­
tempts to obtain certain grapes, ... by fair jumping for them, 
and has been for some time determined, if possible, to kick 
down the arbour which sustains them."' 

Perry was more rational in his published attacks on Calhoun 
in the l830's. He reprinted speeches made by Calhoun during 
the "Nationalist" period of the latter's career which called for 
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" 
increasing tariffs.• The Moun/aineer editor wrote that "when 
we hear such men [as Calhoun! say there is no danger in 
Nullification, we don't believe them. We are rather inclined to 
think they may be mistaken again.'" Perry's editorials were 
damaging to the Nullification forces all over South Carolina 
and eventually Nullifiers tried to silence the Greenville Unionist. 

Both Unionist& and Nullifica1ionists created symbolic hats to 
distinguish the alligence of the owner. The Nullifiers were first, 
utilizing a blue revolutionary cockade with a button in the 
center as the emblem ofa true Nullifier. Much more numerous 
around the village was the Unionist's black cockade decorated 
with an eagle and tassels, the proud insigna of an American 
citizen. Other millinery marvels were soon in fashion. Those 
who wore cockades decorated with a very large bit of yellow 
paper, or with a "whole biscuit," identified themselves as being 
1eu1ral in 1he political contes1.' 

Unionists dominated the militia in the Greenville district. 
These expressed their opposition to Nullification by adopting 
Unionist resolutions at the annual militia muster.' 

Meanwhile, Nullification leaders in Greenville found it dif­
ficult to cope with the overwhelming popularity of the 
Unionists. Waddy Thompson, the real power behind the 
Nullification forces in Greenville, distributed political tracts 
written by George McDuffie in an attempt to popularize his 
cause. McDuffie, Chancellor William Harper, Governor James 
Hamilton, and Christopher Gustavus Memminger were invited 
to Greenville for public speeches endorsing Nullification. •0 

Nullificationists in Greenville argued that Nullification would 
not result in disunion. They contended that the South's cotton 
was essential to Northern industry and that a strong stand by the 
state would result in a satisfactory compromise. The most effec­
tive speaker advocating this line of reasoning was Baylis J. 
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Earle, a respected member of the Greenville bar under whom 
Perry had read law in the 1820's. Earle reassured his fellow 
townsmen that he personally denied the extreme doctrine of 
Nullification and that if a convention were called it would not 
result necessarily in the adoption of radical proposals. Even 
Perry was impressed for he reported: "there was evidently a 
change in the minds of many persons on this subject after Col­
onel Earle had [spoken] ... '"'Thompson and other Nullifiers 
characterized the Unionists as "submissionists."' 1 This pe• 
jorative term was used consistently to heap approbrium upon 
the Unionists. 

The strength of the Unionists in Greenville District all but 
stalemated efforts of the Nullifiers to develop organization or a 
demonstration of strength. In 1830 Thompson and the 
Nullifiers sought to dominate a Fourth of July celebration by 
controlling the committee of arrangements. This ploy created 
such a storm of protest from Unionists that the Nullifiers were 
forced to abandon their scheme." A year later Greenville 
Nulification leaders attempted 10 hold a private meeting prior to 
a previously announced Unionist public meeting. Their inten• 
tion was to pass pro-Nullification resolutions and have these 
published to give the impression that Nullification received 
public support in the area. This plan was thwarted and Perry 
wrote an editorial denouncing what he called "un-democratic" 
tactics employed by Thompson. "The lawyers, doctors, and 
village loungers can very easily have a meeting and pass resolu­
tions, which go forth to the world as the sentiments of this 
whole district. The fact is, (these] Nullifiers are more 
active . If a public meeting be called, they are certain to at-
tend."" 

As the election year of 1832 approached, Nullificationists 
over South Carolina were determined to win control of the 
General Assembly which would then call for the election of 
delegates to a state convention to consider nullification. They 
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,. 
organized the States Rights and Free Trade Party as their 
political organization. Waddy Thompson ran into local 
Unionist obstructions as he sought to organize the party in 
Greenville. However, he was successrul after more than a year 
of effort and the local unit of the States Rights and Free Trade 
party was ready to support a Nullification ticket in 1832." 

Waddy Thompson's most dramatic tactic in preparation for 
the 1832 elections was to establish a Nullificationist newspaper 
to challenge Perry's hegemony. With the help of Governor 
James Hamilton, a leading Nullificationist, and William Camp­
bell Preston, he secured printing supplies and equipment from 
Columbia and Charleston and imported Turner Bynum, a 
Nullificationist, as editor. The Sou1hern Seminel published its 
rirst issue on June 23, 1832." Nullificationists over the state 
supported the venture. Governor Hamilton wrote to Thomp-

lcnclosedmysubscrip1ior1(S25)inadvancc fortcncopicsofthe 
paper bu1 pray ask Bynum IO send me Bui one which I hope will 
be sufficicmly mong 10 be a dose •· for all the unconvcned. My 
papersforsclectionareat his service but if record of them arc 
taken in Greenville by you and theres! of our friends, it will be 
unnecessary for me lO forward them. Let our party in Grunvillc 
givcrnthispressazcalouswritingandefficientaidbeforcthcOc· 
tobcr's &ll01 depend upon it you will sec the sud not only in a 
s1atcofgerminationbu1fi1forthesickle.Jfyoucvcrwantmyfec­
bkhclpovcrtherescndformeandasthcmidwircslsic] say"I 
willcomcatanyhourofthcnight.'' Byestablishingthispapcrin 
Greenville 1hc scabbard has been 1hrown away and you have 
nothingnowtodobu11ocarrythcwarintothccncmy'scountry 
asv1gorouslyasposs1ble." 
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The "zealous writing and efficient aid" soon generated bad 
feeling between the two editors and Perry killed Bynum in the 
most famous duel in Greenville history in August, 1832. Perry 
blamed the whole affair on Thompson. Perry wrote before the 
duel: "The attempt means to take me off by a tool and hireling 
brought here for that purpose. Should I be killed by the editor 
of the Sentinel, {the Nullifiers] will rejoice much in their hearts. 
[Thompson] brought Bynum to this place. He assists him in 
editing the Sentinel. He advises and consults with him -- he 
pulls the wires."" 

Meanwhile, the campaign for the legislative election of 1832 
continued. The "Paris Mountain Union Society" was created in 
January JS32." William L. Yancy and Dr. A. B. Crook 
organized the "Greenville Huzzars," a cavalry troop composed 
of Unionists, who paraded at public functions demonstrating 
their readiness to support their ideology with their swords." 

In the campaign for the legislature William Easley Blass­
ingame, onetime Unionist, headed a States Rights and Free 
Trade Party ticket which included also Robert Maxwell, Tandy 
Walker, and William Choice." In opposition the Unionists ran 
Banister Stone, Wilson Cobb, Micajah Berry, and John Hamp­
ton Harrison." Despite a hard-fought campaign by the 
Nullifiers, the voters better than two to one voted for the 
Unionists and sent a Unionist delegation to the General 
Assembly of 1832." 

Despite the Unionist members from Greenville and other up­
country districts, the legislature of 1832 called for the voters to 
choose delegates to a convention. In Greenville District, Perry 
headed a slate of Unionist delegates which the voters chose 
overwhelmingly to represent them at the Nullification C'.rnven-
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As is well-known, the South Carolina Convention passed the 

Ordinance of Nullification and for a few anxious months the 
state faced the danger of civil war. The crisis was compromised 
with the passage of the Tariff of 1833 and the revocation of the 
Ordinance of Nullification by the convention on March 15, 
1833.11 

Binerncss between Unionists and Nullifiers engendered by the 
struUle oontinueQ for several years. In 1834 Governor George 
McDuffie appointed Waddy Thompson Brigadier General in 
the militia. Thompson reviewed the militia units throughout 1he 
distrkt and took advantage of his position by delivering anti­
Unioni~t speeches to his command. u The Unionist Greenville 
militia units were unimpressed and drew the accusation of 
"secretly organizing a force, to be armed with guns, bayonets, 
butcher knives, and batle axes .. .I' The "militia question" 
gradually eased as tempers cooled and Greenville District en­
joyed a period of political calm as the l830's yielded to the 
1840's. 

In 1846, however, 1his calm evaporated before the storm 
gcnera1td by the introduc1ion of the Wilmot Proviso in Con• 
aress. This proviso would have prohibited slavery in any 1er• 
ritory acquired as the result of the Mexican War. Georae 
Franklin Townes1', the new editor of the Greenville Moun• 
tointtr," was quick to condemn any proposal to exclude slavery 
from new territory acquired by the United States. To Townes 
such exclusion constituted a more serious threat to free men 
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than had the Stamp Act prior to the American Revolution." He 
was even more concerned over the abolitionist threat. When a 
New York native was arrested on charges of distributing aboli­
tionist material in hearby Spartanburg, Townes favored a 
speedy trial followed by a public hanging as the only fitting 
punishment for such an infamous crime.I' Townes expressed 
dissatisfaction with local clergymen, not over their attitude 
toward slavery, but because they too infrequently made 
references to Biblical support for slavery from the pulpit." As 
editor, Townes converted the Mountaineer into a proslavery 
paper militantly anti-abolitionist in perspective. While he did 
not view secession as the only means of protecting slavery, 
under his direction the Moumaineer did give aid to the seces­
sionist cause. However, it did not become merely an extension 
of the secessionist party in Greenville. 

William Hans Campbell, who replaced Townes as editor of 
the Mountaineer in January 1850, pledged to maintain the 
editorial policy of his predecessor.u Under his leadership, 
however, the paper lost its moderate tone and became oneofthe 
more ardent and persistent Secessionist papers of the area. As 
the secessionist crisis of 1850 developed, the Secessionists in 
Greenville had the advantage of controlling the only means of 
mas communication in the district. H 

"Politics makes strange bedfellows" as a truism is well il­
lustrated by the rapprochement of Benjamin F. Perry and Waddy 
Thompson when these bitter enemies of the l830's joined 
forces to fight against the rising demand for secession in 1850. 
In November, 1850, were jeered by a large crowd when they at­
tempted to speak against secession. Although the crowd was not 
representative of public opinion in Greenville, the incident does 
illustrate the fact that in the 1850 crisis the Secessionist forces 
enjoyed much more support than the Nullifiers had eighteen 
years before." 
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Believing that the rise of Sece5sionist support was largely the 
result of the effectiveness of the now-Secessionist Mountaineer, 
Benjamin F. Perry established the Southern Patriot in February 
18SJ. In it, Perry announced that the Sou1hern Patriot would be 
the anti-Secessionists' answer to the newspaper he once edited." 

In 1849 a Committee of Vigilance and Safety organized, com­
posed of fifty members representing the entire district but with a 
prepQnderan~ofmember. from the town. At this point, heated 
polilical con!roversy had not developed and the Committee con• 
1ained membe-rs of both political factions." In December of 
18S0 the Greenville chapter of the Southern Rights Association 
formed to mobilize local support for the state-wide secession 
movement. The Association then created a special Commictet 
of Vigilance and Safety. Unlike the rather large-pub\ic-1849 
committee which represented all shades of opinion, the second 
Commillee consisted of a handful of men and was an aeency of 
the Southern Rights Association. Led by Dr. A. B. Crook, its 
primary function was to safeguard the community against aboli­
tionist activity. The Commi11ec operations were enshrouded in 
1ttrety and it promised to ~come a powerful force in moldina 
public opinion. By the fall of 1851, the unsympathetic Perry 
declared in the Southern Patriot: 

Wh11 we,c !hey [lhc Comminee) oraanitcd for, but to over awe 
and C(Jn!rol public opinion: to pay into the secrets or men and 
rimilin.!i~e!hebloodyinquisitionofSpain,andtheall•powerful 
ind un~nown police or1he Frcneh Revolution." 

The Southern Rights Association of Greenville also spawned 
the States Rights Party which ran Dr. O. B. Irvine, Dr. A. B. 
Crook, and George F. Townes as Secessionist candidates in the 
1851 elections. Again, the Secessionists were defeated 
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throughout the district." The Crisis of 1850 had passed and in 
June 1851 the central committee of the States Rights Associa­
tion suggested that local units in areas where there was con­
siderable opposition curtail their efforts. The Greenville unit 
followed this suggestion and little more was heard from it until 
the 1860 crisis.• 0 

Both Unionists and Secessionists continued agitation, 
however. George F. Townes resumed the editorship of the 
Mountaineer in April 1854." As a result of the Crisis of 1850, 
Townes had become more adamant in defense of slavery than 
earlier, and had become convinced that secession was inevitable. 
Recognizing Benjamin F. Perry and the Southern Patriot as the 
major agency for Unionism in the area, Townes auacked Perry 
in the Mountaineer during the spring and summer of 1854. 
Perry responded with verve. Debate in the columns of the two 
newspapers became so acrimonious that Townes had Perry ar­
rested on charges of libel. However, friends of both editors, 
James Lawrence Orr, W. H. Simpson, and James Washington 
Harrison, effected a reconciliation. Perry took one parting shot, 
writing that Townes "was the editor raised up by the hand of 
Providence to lead, with his goose quill, the ... secession 
hosts. prostrate patriotism."" 

In May, 1854, Townes made his best statement of his attitude 
toward disunion. He held that slavery imparted "a dignity, a 
sobriety, and a self-possession to the character of the dominant 
race" producing a people ideally suited to create a stable socie­
ty." Townes argued that the South with its common bond of 
slavery could benefit from Secession while the North would 
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break up into small communities because it was an unstable 
society. Events of 1859 justified Towncs's position in the minds 
of his readers. 

After 1854 the political scene in Greenville District became 
relatively serene. Then the John Brown Raid on Harpers Ferry 
arsenal with its call for slave revolt in October 1859, shattered 
1he calm irrevocably. John Brown accomplished in a few days 
what the Secessionist forces or South Carolina had been unable 
to do in years of agi1ation: s«essionists of all variations of 
thought and the "waverers" united. By December 1859 Seas· 
sion $Cnlimcnt from the mountains td the coast was as it had 
bttn at the height of the 1850 crisis." 

There were important differences between the Crisis of 1859 
and that of 1850. The most significant difference was that the 
John Brown Raid convinced most South Carolinians that the 
majority of Northerners, at best, would remain idle while ex• 
tremists encouraged servile insurrection. In 1850 the Seces• 
sionists had been divided: the Separatists wanted separate state 
action while the Co-operationists would coordinate South 
Carolina's action with that of other Southern states. Having 
learntd from this predicament, Scccssionis1 leaders since 1851 
had carefully harmonized their actions with those or other 
Southern sla!es. As a result, in 1859 South Carolinians were not 
alone in their protestations against what they perceived as a 
threat of internal warfare between slaves and masters." 

Even Benjamin F. Perry was ready to calculate the value of 
the Union following John Brown's raid. According to the old 
Unionist such a "notorious horse thief, assassin, and traitor[as 
Brown], whom they [Northerners] audaciously eulogized as a 
hero ... had committed treason, murder and robbery." If his 
act rcteivcd general approval in the North it would be 
dishonorable for "slave-holding states to continue united in the 
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same government with such a nation of savages, assassins, and 
traitors."•• 

Behind much of the secessionist' motivations was fear. In 
1860 there were twice as many whites as blacks in Greenville; 
stil), fear of servile insurrection was a reality for most whites in 
the district." In a Greenville address, C. G. Memminaer ex• 
pressed the sentiments of most whites when he held that with 
emancipation "must come civil ri&hts, and your next neighbor, 
in ~very jury box and muster field will be a Negro." He paintr.d 
a picture of the waste and desolation that would cover1heSou1h 
after emancipation. In the end the "final choice 10 be made, is 
between a contest with the North, and a war of extermination 
with our own slaves. " 0 

With the hindsight of over a ctntury, one has difficulty 
understanding this seemingly irrational fear. Memminger, as 
mosr humans, did not base his conclusions on facts. Then as 
now juda:ements arc based on one's perception of the facts. 
Memminger was articulating a part of the world view of South 
Carolinians and as such their system of beliefs was their reality. 
To Greenvillians in 1860 there was no Republican Party: it was 
the "Black Republican" Party and its basic aoal was to destroy 
sJavery and the Southern way of life. '9 

Durina the summer of 1860 the Greenville Southern £nier­
prise published dispatches which fed this fear of servile insurrec­
tion, as reports of slave revolts and rumors of uprisings fre­
quently appeared. In September, the editor warned residents of 
the community "to keep a sharp look out, not only for 
suspicious characters, but for everything of a suspicious 
character."'" In March 1860 a Greenville public meeting 
unanimously passed a resolution which condemned all 
Republicans for "stirring up a servile insurrection which was to 
murder the master."" 
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In the fall or 1860 the Greenville Committee of Vigilance and 

Safety investigated rumors of local Aboli1ionist activities which 
led 10 1hc arm1 of Harrold Wyllys, a native of the district. 
Wyllys was chargtd wi1h po~essina a copy of Hinton Rowan 
Helper's The Impending Crisis of the South as well as other 
Abolitionist maierial. He was accused of having distributed 
Abolitionist tracts to local residents including one li1cra1e black 
man. Dr. A. B. Crook, Ch.airman of the Committci: of 
Vigilance and Safety, wrote 10 Perry that Wyllys was to be 
denied bail and 1ha1 1he case would not be mentioned in the 
district's press: 

I think ,.h.(n ,011 hl•l: tuminNI 1hc Book you will airee with me 
1h11 n.o m1111 ..,ho wi\l 1i,·c aid to iu c,r,11lu,on should be perm11-
1~ 101011 lu1, 1n 01.1r tt1mm1.1ni1y, but 1h11 hc ,hould be kep1 in 
1$.1ftpl1ceun1\lhe-c1nbe1ricd1.ndhun1[sic).If.,.·cre1llylivc 
under l gtnual Go~c1nment incapable of protttting us from such 
111Kh,the100nerwt1e1ridofit1hrbcttcr." 

Po!i1kal activity in Greenville accelerated during 1860. On 
March 5, a large public meeting aathered to discuss Southern 
manufacturina and commerce. it adopted resolutions calling for 
a boycott or Northern goods, for increasing commercial activity 
within lhe South, and requesting the state legislature to levy a 
d!scriminatory taic between Northern aoods and those imported 
d1r«tly from Europe. It created a special committee to aid in 
the industrial development of the area. This committee con· 
sisted of the most active Secessionists in the district: A. B. 
Crook. Peny Emory Duncan, C. J. Elford, William King 
Easley, George F. Townes and Samuel D. Goodiel. The pre• 
amble to the above resolutions scarcely mentioned manufactur• 
ing. but rather elaborated on the ·•Hcndish scheme" the North 
had dcsiancd 10 "deflate the entire South."" 

To all who suppomd increased Southern manufacturing and 
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commerce, secession provided hope that a Southern con• 
federacy, once established, would offer an encouraging market. 
There were several manufacturers in Greenville District, adding 
annually over $213,000 to the economy." Included in the in• 
duslries in Greenville were: five cotton factories, two paper 
mills, a carriage and wagon factory, a furniture factory, one 
gun factory, a copper and tin factory, and seven tanyards." Of 
!he twelve leading manufacturers in Greenville, only one wasac• 
1ive in politics ~fore 1860 •• Micajah Berry, a Unionis1. By 
November 1860 four 01her manufac1urers, including Vardry 
McBee, an ac1ive local businessman who owned a couon mill 
and a paper mill, had participated in ~cessionist acliYilies." 

On April 30, William L. Yancey, one-time Greenvillian but 
then from Alabama, Jed delegates from five Southern states out 
of the national Democratic Convemion meeting in Charleston. 
Benjamin F. Perry was one of two South Carolina delegates 
who remained in their seau, taking no part in this dramatic 
walk-out." 

After the debacle of the Charleston Convention the ex­
uemisu now began their bid for power throughout t~ sme 
Their plan was to elect new delegates 10 a Richmond Conven• 
lion where disaffected Sou1hern Dernocra1s were to assemble on 
June 11. It was essential tha( Secessionists be selected from 
every district for the state convention to meet on May JO to en­
sure a South Carolina delegation to the Richmond Convention 
which would act in concert with the delegates from Alabama 
and Mississippi. On May 21 the Democrats of Greenville 
gathered to appoint delegates tO 1he state convention. The 
Secessionist forces had complete control over this meeting. 
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However, these men were anxious lest dormant Unionist senti­
ment should nower at the momen1 of their 1riumph, and 
democratic methods, normally a part of such a meeting, were 
abandoned. The five delegates and alternates to the convention 
were appointed by a committee of fifteen Secessionists. Resolu• 
tions, which were approved with but two dissenting votes, were 
first submitted to a committee of five who effec1ively controlled 
the meeting. All five were very active in the Secession campaign 
during the ensuing months as was the chairman, Reverend 
James Clement Furman, and the two secretaries, W. P. Price 
and G. E. Elford." In the summer of 1860, the only former 
Unionist to make public statements supportive of the Union was 
Benjamin F. Perry, and 1here were public requests that Perry 
should be silenced. The pro-Secession view, on the other hand, 
received repeated support. During the summer of 1860 Seces­
sionists in Greenville imported speakers to address various 
public meetings. En route to Alabama from the Richmond Con­
vention, William L. Yancey arrived in the village on July 2. He 
was met at the train by an entourage of citizens who escorted 
him to the Mansion House, the area's finest hotel. That evening 
the man who had castigated Calhoun's disunion activities in the 
1830's delivered a fiery secessionist address for an hour and a 
half." Two days later T. S. Adams arrived to deliver the oration 
for the Fourth of July celebration. Speaking on the topic, "The 
Necessity for a Southern Confederacy," Adams urged im­
mediate secession as the only way to rescue the South from its 
"degrading position" within the Union.•• During the fall term 
of court numerous Secessionists spoke in the village. Benjamin 
F. Perry succinctly staled the primary theme of these speeches: 
"Disunionists want Lincoln elected to bring about secession. 
Their aim has been to sectionalize parties as the Black 
Republicans (have donej in the North. " 6 ' 
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Special military units took part in the political excitement dur• 
ing the last months of 1860. In October a Greenville Minute 
Men unit was formed in association with similar units being 
created throughout the state. A central committee of Minute 
Men in Columbia coordinated the activities local groups. While 
the military significance of these units was generally negligible, 
they did participate in public demonstrations to inflame local 
sentiment.'' W. H. Campbell, editor of the Mountaineer, was 
elected captain of the Minute Men. H. Lee Thurston resigned as 
captain of the Butler Guards, a local militia unit, to become first 
lieutenant of the new organization. Both men were active in the 
"Association of 1860" for which the Minute Men appear to 
have functioned as a propaganda agency. Wearing blue 
cockades to symbolize what they considered to be a similarity 
between "Revolution for Freedom" and the "Revolution of 
'76" they created a martial atmosphere of a decidedly Seces­
sionist attitude ... On November 15 the Minute Men unanimous­
ly accepted a flag consisting of a lone star above the inscription 
"'Secession' and the Palmetto Tree." These proceedings were 
enlivened by the Furman University Riflemen, created in 1856, 
who saluted the flag with a volley and then "gave three cheers 
for the new Republic." The "Lone Star" flag flew from a 
"Liberty Pole," also dedicated on this occasion.'' 

Two days after the above ceremonies, citizens of Greenville 
gathered in a public meeting to nominate a s!ate of candidates 
for the Secession Convention which the legislature had sum­
moned to meet on December 17. Sixty-seven men, a few old 
Secessionist warhorses among a host of neophytes, were named 
as vice-presidents of the meeting. There were six secretaries 
selected, including both of the vil!ages's newspaper editors. The 
public meeting selected unanimously five delegates to the state 
convention: Reverend James Clement Furman, William H. 
Campbell, Dr. James Harrison, Perry E. Duncan, and William 
King Easley. This was a fitting reward for these men who had 
supported secession for years. All five were pledged to im­
mediate state secession, with or without cooperation from other 
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southern slates." Four of 1hcse candidates were lifdong friends 
of Benjamin F. Perry who ran against them on a "Co-opera­
lion" tickcl. But times had changed and the Grcenvillians 
ga1hercd al lhe mee1ing eleclcd the Secession ticket despite the 
disttict's long-time Unionist tradition.•• In addition to selecting 
these delegates 10 the state convention, the November 27 
mee1ing adopted a series of resolulions. The most pertinent 
resolved "th111 South Carolina should as soon as possible, cu1 
\he \as1 cord that binds her to her enemies, and declare herself 
free and independent as when she entered the Union."., 

Those who s1ood in front or the Court House in Greenville on 
November 17 were in compkle agrttmcnt with the sentimcnu 
expressed by W. I(. Easley when he asserted that majority rule 
was pTOP'r only so long as the majority was composed of 
representatives from various sections of the nation. Such was no 
longer 1hc case, he asserted, for the majority and minority were 
sectionalitcd. He continued: 

lhc two 1rn1 ste1ion1 0(1ht union contain two din incl peop\ts, 
dirftrin& ftom Cil<:h 01htr in 1piri1, in in1c1c,l, in habits, in wcial 
irtw~u1ion1, ,nd in all which 10 10 mah 11p Individual charxttr 
of n111mt1, and 1,0 "'idtly dirrnin& 1ha1 1hty Mt now arrayed 
tjltnSI ca('tl othes in all the binei h~tilily which the discord or 
&n\.,Onist\c in1titu1iGM and oppc»ing lnltftsU has cngcndtrtd, 
nu,1urN:Sandma,u,td. 
Thcs«1iol'llli1mof1hcunion1hcn iscompltlc,andcan never bt 
obliterued until 11\1: innitu1\0tl.l or one m:tion have btcn 
dcsi,oycd. and 111 individuali1y merged and lost ln the other. 
Thnt is an iutprtWblc «lnOic1 ~ween 1hc North and the 
Sou1h." 
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