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Foreword 

The Greenville County Historical Society publishes its 
Proceedings and Papers irregularly as papers concerning Green• 
ville County History and funds for publication become 
available. The purpose of the publication is to provide both a 
history of the Society's development and a repository of infor­
mation concerning Greenville County's past. As the file of 
Proceedings and Papers grows, Greenvillians will have an in­
creasingly valuable resource which enhances an understanding 
of the growth of the community. 

The degree of documentation varies widely among the several 
papers included. While the Society encourages persons prepar­
ing papers to utilize standard historiographical practices and 
techniques, the "editor" has accepted both the documentation 
and the style of the author responsible. The editorial function is 
limited to that of a compiler with discretion to establish some 
degree of uniformity as to form and as to standards of length 
established by the Board of Directors. A "style sheet" is 
available from the editor upon request. 

Due to the rise in printing costs, this volume is somewhat 
"stripped down" from earlier ones, with some features 
abbreviated or omitted. The "Proceedings of the Society" have 
been reduced to minimum essentials; the lists of committee 
chairmen, the constitution and the membership list have been 
omitted. Volume VI (1975-1979), which is planned for publica­
tion in late spring or summer of 1980 will include a membership 
list as of April, 1979. 

The Greenville County Historical Society is unique in that it 
publishes its "Papers of the Society". It is to be congratulated 
that it is able to continue this project even in this somewhat 
modified form. -A.N.S. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY 

1971 • 1972 

FALL MEETING, 1?71 

Fall Meeting, October 24, 1971. Parker Auditorium, Green\lille 
County Library, Miss Laura Smith Ebaugh reported ef­
forts being made by the Greenville County Preservation 
Commission to save the old City Hall' from destruction as 
part of the construction of a new city hall. She told of the 
work of fames Lawrence to produce alternative plans for 
use of the old building and the effort to secure funding for 
restoration. The Society agreed to support the preservation 
effort. The Society then heard W. P. Barton discuss "'Early 
Railroads in Greenville County." 

WINTER MEETING, 1972 

Winter Meeting, February 6, 1912, Parker Auditorium, Green­
\lille Public Library: Miss Laura Smith Ebaugh described 
the continuing effort to save City Hall. Mrs. A. D. 
Oliphant urged every member of the Society to write City 
Council and to the mayor in support of preserving this 
historic building. Program Chairman Henry B. McKoy 
reported appointment of Romayne Barnes and Charles 
Thomas as members of the Program Committee. Henry B. 
McKoy delivered his poem describing the history of the 
first four churches in Greenville. After a standing ovation 
by the Society for the poem, Brown Mahon moved and the 
Society voted to acclaim McKoy as the Poet Laureate of 
the Society. 

SPRING MEETING, 1912 

Spring Meeting, March 19, 1972, Park.tr Auditorium, Green­
\lille County Library: Treasurer A. D. Asbury reported 328 
members, all bills paid, and S3,432 in the treasury. Miss 
Laura Smith Ebaugh reported on the City Hall Preserva­
tion Project as carried on by the Greenville County Historic 



Preservation Commission with the support of the Society. 
She called on Charles Thomas who reported: (I) On a radio 
opinion poll taken Tuesday, March 14, of 139 calls 
answered, 88 were in favor of restoration; (2) the article 
in the March issue of the Magazine of Greenville which 
showed photographs and urged preservation of the 
building. Miss Ebaugh then called on Brown Mahon to pre­
sent to the Society a resolution, prepared by Mrs. A. D 
Oliphant and approved by the Board of Directors, which 
urged reconsideration of the decision to raze the building. 
The Society passed the resolution by a standing vote.' 
President Joseph H. Earle, Jr., then showed the Society 
a silver cup once belonging to James T. Williams which 
Miss Nfl! Adams had presented to the Society. President 
Earle put the cup into the custody of Charles Thomas for 
safekeeping. Romayne Barnes discussed Benjamin F. 
Perry, South Carolina unionist, and introduced Mrs. L. R 
Collins, Perry's granddaughter. 

1972 - 1973 

FALL MEETING, 1972 

Fall Meeling, Oclober 15, 1972, Parker Auditorium, Greenville 
Coun1y LibraQ·: Dixon Davis announced additions made 
to the Society's collection in the Greenville County Library. 
George D. Barr delivered his paper detailing the history of 
the Greenville Municipal Airport. 

WINTER MEETING, 1973 

Winter Meeting, FebruaQ" I I, 1973, Parker Auditorium, Green­
ville County Librar)': Mrs. Alester G. Furman, III, 
introduced Henry 8. McKoy pointing out that he has 

'Tho dfon, of Ibo Socltcy, the Commission. and l111"1Ulcd <ilizen, lo hlft u ... Oly Council 
oh111p11sd.ciaiofl.1orueoklCllyH111lfarlcd. Tho-blllkllna;"""l'Umlom1keopacefor"""'1aohcd 

:~t~-:=~:::,t:-,::~ci.,.y1 
.:::1

1:!..~i!.·!,~;:::;:r.:.:~::1:r•o:::i~-~:~ 
morblo ponel ,n theenlfQloo lobby ofcbobulldlna;. R""'°"h forthi1 projoft w.,donc, by Mn • .-.. D. 
011':"1n1 and Miu Laura Sln~h Ebou.i,. Albon N. Sanden prepaml 11,. ,w. 



written five books in addition to his long career as a 
builder. Mr. Mc:Koy then presented "The Story of Reedy 
River" to the Society. 

SPRING MEETING, 1973 

Spring Meeting, April 1, 1973, Parker Auditorium, Greemille 
County Library: Mrs. Mary Wyche Burgess discussed Dr. 
John Broadus Watson, author, psychologist, and father of 
the behavioristic: school of psychology. On the motion of 
Miss Laura Smith Ebaugh the Society agreed to co-sponsor 
Preservation Week, May 6-12, with the Greenville Historic 
Preservation Commission. The Society then elected for 
two-year terms: Charles Thomas as second vice-president; 
Mrs.C. C. Withington as corresponding secretary, and 
A. D. Asbury as Treasurer. 

1973 - 1974 

FALL MEETING, 1973 

Fall Meeting, October 21, 1973, Parker Auditorium, Greenl'ille 
County Library: President Andrew 8. Marion urged the 
Society to seek new members and announced that an 
attempt would be made to hold meetings at different 
locations in the county. Treasurer A. D. Asbury's resig­
nation as an officer of the Society was accepted with regret 
and the Society adopted Henry 8. Mc:Koy's resolution 
commending Asbury for his excellent services as treasurer. 
Mrs. A. D. Oliphant introduced Miss Ellen Perry who 
spoke on the history of the Greenville County Library. 
Members were invited to view the exhibit of items belong­
ing to the Misses Butler on display in the South Carolina 
Room of the Library. 

WINTER MEETING, 1974 

Winter Meeting, February 4, 1974, the Undercroft of Christ 
Episcopal Church: Stephen D. Mitchell was elected 
treasurer vice A. D. Asbury resigned. Brown Mahon intro-



duced Dr. Marion Thomas Anderson who spoke con­
cerning the history of the Greenville County Schools. 
Special guests, Dr. Floyd Hall, current superintendent of 
Greenville County Schools. and Dr. Lawrence Peter Hollis, 
distinguished former superintendent of the Parker 
District were introduced. 

SPRING MEETING, 1974 

Spring Meeting, March 31, 1974, the Undereroft of Chrisl 
Episcopal Church: Miss Laura Smith Ebaugh introduced 
Randal Haithcock of the Appalachian Council of Govern­
ments who spake concerning historic preservation. Albert 
Sanders presented a resolution commending the revitaliza­
tion of the mini-parks, which are the remainders of the 
original town square. After Marion Hewell's second, the 
Society passed the resolution and directed that it be for­
warded to the City Council. The Society then elected for 
two-year terms: Robert R. Adams as president, Archie V. 
Huff, Jr., as first vice-president, and Miss Choice McCain 
as recording secretary. 

1974 - 1975 

Fall Meeting, October 27. 1974, the Undercroft of Christ 
Episcopal Church: On the motion of Miss Laura Smith 
Ebaugh, the Society agreed to publish an account of battles 
of the American Revolution in Greenville County as a 
Bicentennial project. Treasurer Stephen D. Mitchell 
reported a membership of 193 members and a balance of 
$6,893.73 in the treasury. Mrs. Alester G. Furman, Ill, 
presented Marion Hewell who spoke on the Greenville 
academies. 

WINTER MEETING, 1975- No Meeting 

SPRING MEETING, 1915 

Spring Meeling, March 9, 1915, Textile Hall: The Society pass-



II 

ed a resolution expressing its sorrow over the death of Mrs. 
Josie B. Weeks, hostess chairman, by a rising vote of ap­
preciation as proposed by William Beattie. The Society 
elected the following for two-year terms: Charles Thomas 
as second vice-president, Mrs. Joseph H. Earle, Jr., as cor­
responding secretary, and Stephen D. Mitchell as treasurer. 
After introduction by Brown Mahon, Yancey Gilkerson 
discussed the history of textile e,c:positions in Greenville. 



SOME HIGHLIGHTS IN THE HISTORY OF 

EDUCATION IN GREENVILLE COUNTY 

The history of education in Greenville County, South 
Carolina, includes many examples of great courage, unusual vi­
sion, strong determination, sacrificial service, unselfish giving 
and deep faith. It is an inspiring story beginning with the ''Lillie 
Red Schoolhouses" which dotted the villages and the coun­
tryside nearly two centuries ago and closing with a glimpse of 
the vast array of modern school buildings which house the 
educational program of the School District of Greenville Coun­
ty today. The story also includes solutions to problems arising 
from conflicting viewpoints concerning educa1ion, indifference 
10 the educational needs of the community, slow acceptance of 
the belief that education includes all children, bitter opposition 
to change, shortage of qualified teachers, and lack of financial 
support. However, as these problems were recognized, met and 
solved, the story reveals the character of some great men and 
women, the devotion of many dedicated teachers, the leadership 
of a number of capable school administrators and able trus1ees 
and the deep concern of the majority of 1he people for the 
educational welfare of their children. 

The earliest seulers of Greenville County wert concerned 
about the education of their children. In her thesis, ''Education 
in Greenville County Prior to 1860," Miss Antoinnetle 
Williams states that provision for child education was made in 
al least nine wills of Greenville citizens prior IO 1820.' Three of 
1he oldes1 wills on record in the office of the Probate Judge of 
Greenville County are those of John Dewey Chew, dated 
February, 1780, John Ford, dated October, 1795, and Jesse 
Caner, dated May, 1801. An excerpt from the will of John Ford 
reads as follows: 

lwillthatonetractorlandlyingonWa.uonRoad ... together 
with a tract of land joining the last mentioned .together with 
stock not otherwi:;e disposed of and one rine gun a.nd rine barrel 
moldsandwipersbesoldatpublicorprivatesaleforcash,andthe 
money arising from1hesaleofmypresentcropofbrandy1ogether 

A.n,oon1t<11<MIL_W...._"Educa1;,,nmG,Uft-,ll0Coun1yP1,or1oll60.""a11oni,. 
,ubnnu<d10 1ho facu~y ol tho Uni,or,01y of Sou11t Carol;na ,n parlial lulfil1111on1 of tho M .. ,., of 
AmDt1r«.un;,,.,,,0yolSou1hCarolina.19JO.p.l 



" 
withmoBeythatmaybecollcctedforthcdcbtsducmctobca.pplicd 
topayin1mydcbtsandKhoo\ingmychildrcn.' 

Schools in the low-country were established before the up­
country was settled. Consequently, the lower part of the state 
possessed considerable culture and wealth while the upper sec­
tion was passing through its pioneer period. After the Revolu­
tionary War, the up-country soon became the more populous 
section, but it was peopled with farmers of moderate holdings. 
These people were "frugal and industrious in habits, lovers of 
liberty and opponents of taxation.") But because of the need 
for the labor of their children, up-country yeomen tended to 
limit the time that could be spared for education. 

During the early days, there came into existence schools 
known as the "Old Field Schools." They received their name 
because they were housed in abandoned log huts located in 
clearings on "ellhausted" land. In such places the itinerant 
teacher might open a school with no expense other than the 
labor of cleaning the cabin. "Old Field Schools" lacked per­
manence; they were seasonal; a teacher was not always 
available, and only the more progressive communities afforded 
a situation in which a school supported by private tuition could 
be organized and kept operating. In general, however, these 
schools supplied the rudiments of learning for the masses of 
white children in the late 1700's and early 1800's. • 

The first attempt to establish a general system of free schools 
in South Carolina came with the passage of the Free School Act 
of 1811, despite" ... bitter opposition by some of the up• 
country members of the Legi$1ature,"' The act provided for 
elementary instruction to be imparted to all pupils free of 
charge, with preference given to orphans and to children or in­
digent parents. Each school was required to teach the primary 
elements of learning, namely, reading, writing and arithmetic, 

Carol;,!!',h~!,",'C:,::;,":"~{;"."it.'°•r r,/ P,,/w &hoot,"' lowth ca,o1r,.. (Col•mbil. So•I~ 
"lb,d.,p.l2l 

_,, ~~~:. ~';.:,'~:'9)~~-ill "! H~ltt,, &lwritltln in Soul~ 0,,,,/in. (Wwhint'on: Go••m-



and such other branches of education as the Commissioners 
directed. For the support and maintenance of free schools, $300 
per legislator per year for each District was paid out of the 
treasury of the state. This was the first state aid provision for 
general educational purposes in South Carolina.• 

The free schools in Greenville District were under the supervi­
sion of nine commissioners appointed by the Legislature for a 
term of three years. They had the authority to determine the 
location of schools in the District, to appoint masters for each 
school and to remove them at pleasure and to decide on the ad­
mission of scholars. The early free schools were not too suc­
cessful because they lacked general supervision, adequate finan­
cial backing, and public acceptance. People of the upper classes 
would not send their children to so-called "pauper schools,·• 
and the poor had enough pride to resent being referred to as 
paupers; therefore, many indigent parents would not allow their 
children to attend.' Thus the tuition academy became the most 
common educational institution. 

The story of education in Greenville County would be in• 
complete without brief reference to 1he founding of the Male 
and Female Academies in 1819. The land for these institutions 
was given by Vardry McBee. a liberal and public spirited citizen 
of Greenville, and 1he buildings were financed by public 
subscription. The thirty acre site deeded to the trustees by 
McBee was covered with native forest and great undergrowth of 
chinquepin bushes. This was a broad and beautiful domain 
dedicated in the infancy oft he city to the cause of education.• In 
the words of Colonel Stephen Stanley Crittenden: 

There is no record wi1hin my knowledge thai illus1ra1es so fully 
the liberali1y, intelligence and far reaching wisdom of the first 
senlers of Greenville, or 1he s1urdy manhood and womanhood of 
which \he liltle village was composed eighty years ago, a!i 1ha1 
which shows 1he effora and sacrifices made by th.em ln es1ablishing 

........... , ....................... _ ........... _ . ... ___ .. __ .,._..._.. .... .. 

'Sl<phon Slanloy Crittond,n. Tlt.t Orun,il/t Ctnlwr:, llooJr (Grnnvollt, So•<h C&ro~na: Pras 
of1htO,.,n,ill<Ntw,, IIIO)).p.29. 



" 
and mainl~ning for man~ years the Greenville Male and Female 
Academies.' 

During the period from 1830 to 1860, other academies were 
rounded, private schools were established and free schools 
became more acceptable and more numerous. A preparatory 
school known as the Furman University High School" was 
opened in 1851, and the Greenville Female High School" was 
established the same year. By the end of this period "in Green­
ville County a school of some kind was operating in practically 
every settlement.'''' 

During the early l850's, the Male and Female Academics 
began to show a sharp decline in enrollment, and apparently for 
this reason, on December 26, 1854, the Board of Trustees of the 
Academies transferred the academy lands to the trustees of Fur­
man University for the purpose of establishing in Greenville a 
Baptist Female College. But a goodly number of schools 
operated. Miss Antoinnette Williams who made a thorough 
check of the Greenville Mountaineer from 1820 to 1860, found 
references to thirty-four private schools and academies, sixteen 
in the village and eighteen in the county." The following 
statements which appeared in the Greenville Mountaineer give 
some information concerning the private schools and academies 
of the early nineteenth century. In announcing to the public the 
continuance of his private school, Garland Walker announced: 

Jnthisschoolwillbe1aughtlhecommonbranchesofanEnglish 
education at S2.SO per quarter, together with such higher branches 
3..1 are commonly 1aught in good English seminaries on terms 
adaptedto1hepre1empressureofthetimes." 

Miss Cogswell's Seminary for Young Ladies in the village 
advertised that: 

the rollowing subjects will be taught: reading, spelling, 

-·· -------.fll.-U....,.A~~-~-........... 
"'TMmuoo,fcu•do1k>ruafl'l,t,/,cSchoot,, p.121 

,..._,.._ _ _,.c-. ....... 1-. ........ 

"M~ao1<d .. 1b;d.,p, 16 



GREENVILLE COUNTY H!STORIC"-LSOC!ETY II 

writing, arithmetic, English grammar, geography, rhetoric, 
composition, natural philosophy, plain and ornamental needle­
work, printwork, embroidery, drawing and perspective, painting 
landscapes, rruit and nowers on paper and transparent painting 
on paper. TuitionwillrangefromS2.50toSS.OOperquarter.Miss 
Cogswell is graterul for pasl ravorsand hopes by her unremilling 
aHen!ion to manners, morals and improvement or her pupils, 
ID secure a continuance of that patronage which. she has hitherto 
received." 

After having studied the schools which operated in Greenville 
County prior to 1800, Miss Antoinnette McLean Williams 
concluded: 

While there was no general school system for Greenville County 
as a whole prior to !860, through.the free schools maintained for 
those who were 100 poor to pay ror an education, the private pay 
schools, the academies and seminaries, theopportunitiesofcdu­
canon were placed within reach or all." 

Another student of Greenville County history, James 
McDowell Richardson, made a similar conclusion: 

Greenville County made littlcrea! progress in the education or 
heryouthuntilnearthecndofthelast(nincteemh]century. For 
nearlyonehundredyearsaftcrtheorganizationofthecounty,no 
auempt was made ID establish a public 5ehool system. Following 
lhcWar BctweentheStates,thcrewastcnyearsofchaos,during 
which time no effortsweremadetocnlargccducational facilities. 
Educalioninthccountyreachedalowstatefrom which it did not 
fu!lyrecoverumilthelatceightiesorcarlynincticsofthelast 
century.'' 

In 1868, the General Assembly of South Carolina enacted 
legislation providing for a State Superintendent of Education, 
10 be elected biennially, who would have general supervision of 
the state's public school system. Each county would have a 
Commissioner of Education elected by popular vote, and a local 
board of trustees for each school district. This new legislation 
put the people in control, and conditions in public schools 
began to show improvement." 

''hm,oMcOow<IIR><~"d;"",Hu,o-..t...,_ .. _,.c...i, .... ~ 
~AH~ ...... -

,.._._,,,,,,,.,..._ ..... a....,.,111. 



" 
In the first written report ever of a State Superintendent of 

Education, to the General Assembly of South Carolina, 
Superintendent J. K. Jillson made a strong plea for a thorough 
and liberal educational policy: 

Let all le&ilimaceand available means be used lo enlarge and 
p,,1kcl our system of free common so;hools so chat the time may 
sp~ily come when none need be without the rudiments of an 
education." 

He concluded his report with these challenging words: 

1'1.gloriousandgoldenopportunityisours;letitnolpassforever 
beyondour1nsp.ltisoursolernndutyandsacredtrusttoprovide 
forthccducationoflhefucurccitizensofthiscommonwealth, a 
dmy which we cannot conscientiously disregard, a trust lhat we 
cannmaffordtobetray.•• 

Although the state superintendents of education who served 
from 1868 to 1908 were able to provide only a few of the profes­
sional, supervisory and insructional services needed by the 
schools throughout the state due to limited funds, they did 
become bold advocates of public education in South 
Carolina.They were courageous spokesmen before the General 
Assembly and were able to persuade the \aw-makers to enact 
legislation that slowly but surely moved education forward in 
South Carolina. Superintendents J. K. Jillson, Hugh S. Thomp­
son, Asbury Coward, James H. Rice, W. D. Mayfield, John J. 
McMahon and 0. B. Martin were the men who laid the solid 
foundation upon which Superintendents James E. Swearingen, 
James H. Hopt and Jesse T. Anderson built a modern, up-to­
date statt system of public education. As a result of their labors, 

.. ,..,, ___ _,.., ... ._......, ...... ____ _ 

How, of R,,,,..,..,.,,.., a/ Sou,~ Co,o/,_ (1110), "° ,oi,ioat,on,. J;n..,n,, • No<1h,rn, while, had .......... -'..._ ___ ..,._._._ ........ ,__ __ 
l110boc.au"""'""""'YOr....,tutioft, .. d1hrreponin1,ynttnh>dn,<itO<•,rlopcdS.eJ;11..,.•, 
le11er-«pon 10 GoV<mor 11.ob<n K. Sro11. No,nnber 17, 11161, HI R,pom,mdR""1l1tllOTU eftlw 
Gfft,,.i,1..,,nb{yo/rMSia1<0/S,,r,1hCa,-,,l/,..,(IB61•lB69),pp.lll·2ll. 

The,_,.. or MN oC!lan uu11 ....,.,ia are pllbliobcd &11nllllly u 1<pua1e ;,...,._ f'or convc­
llialct,lll,rponallllld.....,.°""'"a"'"popmart-dmdtJQl'inmble¥0tumesulldotr1i,,,1;11e 
~S--l-a/tltlG,..,../,1,mmblya/1,._:st./,qjlowlACamlin~. Tl,or,pa<11afthe 
SU,~So,J:GI- oflld_ .......... inllli&poporwere found in'"" lppropriOIOAIIRUI.., of 
~-R..,i,.1-.l'l>Jdario;y,lllclLlllianslter<lnonmodetalheapproprlMe,1nn-1R,porr 
a/llrtS/.US141>1!rio-1q/EdK.lo,,, -
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the encumbent, Cyril B. Busbee, has been able co continue the 
expansion and the enrichment of the educational services of the 
State Department of Education. 

Following the action the General Assembly in 1868, the 
people of Greenvllle County elected a County Commissioner of 
Education biennially until 1896, but no official report from a 
Greenville County Commissioner appeared in the annual 
reports of the State Superintendent of Education until 1883. 
From time to time, however, a few facts about education in 
some of the counties were included. From 1870 to 1896 the 
names of the County Commissioners of Education were listed. 
According to these lists, each of the following men served at 
least one term as commissioner of education in Greenville 
County during this period: A. C. McGee, James H. Taylor, B 
V. Thompson, J. W. Kennedy, W. D. Mayfield, John G. 
Capers, John C. Bailey and J. R. Plyler. " 

From 1870 to 1896, Greenville County had a Board of Ex­
aminers, usually composed of three members including the 
County Commissioner of Education who served as chairman. 
The only minutes of this Board that have been located covered 
the period from March, 1881 to October, 1883. The minutes of 
the meeting dated January 20, 1883 described the actions of the 
Board: 

The Board of Examiners for Greenville County met !his day with 
Commissioner Kennedy in the chair. Members present were Mr. 
Furman and Reverend Capers. The examinations of teachers were 
reporteduponandcertificatesissued.Onmotion,theBoardrcc­
ommended to trusttts of the school districts that they pay first, 
secondandthirdgradeteachersSJ5.00,S25.00andSl5.00per 
monlh. It was decided that the County School Commissioner 
be allowed S3.00 per day for200days." 

Duties of the County Board of Examiners were not listed, but 
the minutes suggested that much of the time of the members was 
taken up with administering examinations for teachers' 

"Annual R,porr ofrh, s,a,. Sup,mwnd,nt of Educ,11,0~, (lll0-119'fil pou,m 

.............. a..,- .... ........., ..... _lm,._.. .... ., .. .._. _____ c--. 



" 
certificates, hearing requests from district trustees, approving 
district lines and listening to complaints from patrons and 
teachers. 

Some interesting facts gleaned rrom the Annual Reports of 
the State Superintendent or Education between 1870 and 1882 
are as rollows: 

In 1170, Greenvilk County reporlcd seventy-eight free common 
schools with an enrollment of2060white pupils and 597colored 
pupib. SubjN:U listed under curricular offcrinl!,'I included alpha­
be1, reading, spelling, writing, mcmal arithmetic, wriucn arilh­
meli<:, geography, Englisti gramm;ir and hillory of the United 
Stales. Greenville Counly erected twelve schoolhouses in 1870, 
ciii,toflogconmuc:tionandfourofframec:onstruction.Thetotal 
cw of this building program was SS45.00. Me11 teachers ou1-
numbcred women 1eacher!i 57 co 291ha1 year.'' 

In 1873, Greemille County reported ninety-one schoolhouses 
valued at $2,870.00. Forty-nine were or log construction, forty­
on~ of frame and one of brick." 

Five years later, in 1878, Greenville County reported 136 
schools with an enrollment of 5,274 white pupils and 2,697 
colored pupils. Seven new schools were erected at a cost of 
$780.50. Only one was of log construction and six were of frame 
construction." 

State Superintendent Hugh S. Thompson made this rather 
significant statement in his annual report of 1882: 

Popular cducacion in South Carolina is no longer an experi­
mcn1. The rC'luhs already accomplished have amply repaid the 
sca1cforallthcmoncyexpcn-dedinlheeffon10cs1ablishasysccm 
offrupublicschools.Apublicschoolsyscemcannotbccrcated:it 
mus1 bc1hercsultofwa1chfulcarc,ofpcrsiscent 1rial and or pa• 
ticntlabor." 

The first official written report from a Commissioner of 
Education in Greenville County came from J. W. Kennedy in 
1883. Hestatedtha1: 
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The shorl term of our public schools has shul out the Board of 
E>.aminers from a<:<eess w proressional 1eachers; it has driven them lo 
thenecessi1yofi.l!luingcer1ifka1eslopersonsnotqualifiedtoleach, 
andhasbrough1in1ocompelilio11aclassoF1eachers(.so-called)wi1h 
whom lhc meritorious cannot afford 10 compele in price,. The only 
plan by which ourschoobcan be placed uponasuccessFulcarttris 
the one thac will provide professional teachers lo preside over our 
schools." 

In the same report Kennedy e:,,;pressed the opinion that the 
County School Commissioner should be employed for 300 days 
and be required IO give full time IO 1he work. In his words: 

A man compe1en1 to build up the system cannot afford lO give 
upprivateworkonasalaryofli600.00Givehimli900.00and he will 
accomplish the work. The extra expeni,e is Hilling while the benefilS 
will be incalculable." 

In 1885, Thomas Claghorn Gower kd a movement to 
establish a public school system in the city of Greenville. His 
first appeal was turned down, but Gower persevered, and the 
act creating the City School District of Greenville was passed by 
the General Assembly of South Carolina on December 24, 1885, 
and approved by Governor Hugh S. Thompson two days 
later.,. To understand the tremendous importance of this 
action, one must realize that up to this point school districts in 
Greenville County lacked organization, coordination, con­
sistency and direction. The City School System under the 
leadership of a qualified superintendent would assure these 
essentials so necessary to the successful operation of an effective 
educational program. 

The people of the city of Greenville established the first public 
school system on May J, 1886, almost six months after authori­
zation by the Legislature. The first school board was composed 
of T. Q. Donaldson, Chairman, F. W. Marshall, T. C. Gower, 
H. T. Cook and S.S. Thompson. It was not until September 14, 
1887, that the trustees elected Professor W. S. Morrison to be 
the first Superintendent of Schools at a salary of $950 per year 
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" 
on a five year contract. Later, his salary was increased to S 1,000 
per year provided he would move his family to Greenville. 
Professor Morrison was a native South Carolinian and earlier 
had organized the Spartanburg City School System and had 
served as superintendent there for two years before coming to 
Greenville.'° 

The first school bond issue was authorized by the people of 
Greenville City in late 1887 or early 1888. The amount was 
SJS,000 for the erection of two public school buildings, 
Oaklawn on Pendleton Street and Central at the head of 
Avenue Street (now McBee Avenue). These two buildings were 
opened in 1888," In 1888, State Superintendent James H. Rice 
reported: 

G,unvilk tH,gins with Sl8.CKXJ ;md has localed her mag11ifice11t 
schoolhouse, upon the mosl commanding and beauliful situations 
in1heci1y." 

The city school system grew under Professor Morrison's 
leadership. In 1887, 456 pupils were enrolled, and by 1890, the 
enrollment had climbed to l071. This growth was an indication 
or public confidence in the new school system and in public 
education. Professor Morrison resigned in the fall or 1891 to 

become Professor of History at Clemson College. 
Edwin Leon Hughes became the second Superintendent of 

the young Greenville City School System, and his fruitful ad­
ministration continued for twenty-five years. Professor Hughes, 
in many respects, was an aggressive schoolman and he laid the 
foundations for the modern publlC school system of the city." 

On June 17, 1896, the Greenville News in reporting the Com­
mencement Exercises, paid tribute to Professor Hughes: 

The guiding 1cnius of 1hc school system is Superin1e11dent E. L 
Hughes. He has put forth hisbesteffons for the schools, and 110w 
has the proud sa1isfac1ion of knowing that the Greenville City 
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Public Schoolsareunsurpasi;ed in the state." 

James Lewis Mann succeeded Professor Hughes in 1916. Dr. 
Mann, a native of Abbeville County, began his teaching career 
at age fifteen in a one-room log cabin in Oconee County. He 
later taught in Darlington, and served as Superintendent of 
Schools in Lancaster, Florence and in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, before accepting the superintendency in Greenville. 
During Dr. Mann's administration, the enrollment increased 
from 4,000 in 1916 to more than 10,000 in 1940. Twenty new 
buildings were constructed including the senior high school on 
Vardry Street. Free textbooks were furnished 10 all pupils, 
elementary supervisors were employed, the eleventh grade was 
added, the school day was lengthened, and a school lunch 
program was begun." 

Dr. Mann was an individual of strong character and deep 
convictions. He was a firm disciplinarian; he believed in law and 
order. He was a scholar, an educator, a leader, a Christian 
gentleman and a loyal friend. He was highly respected by 
teachers, patrons, pupils and fellow administrators. Behind his 
stern e;,;pression, Dr. Mann possessed a gentle spirit and a warm 
heart. 

William Francis Loggins became the fourth and last 
Superintendent of the Greenville City School System. Dr. 
Loggins, a native of Pickens County, began his teaching career 
at Greenville High School in 1921, later served as principal of 
Hayne Elementary School and from 1928 to 1935 was principal 
of Greenville High School. In 1936, Dr. Loggins left Greenville 
to be the superintendent of the Sumter City Schools. However, 
in 1938, he returned to Greenville as Assistant Superintendent 
and Director of Secondary Education. Therefore, Dr. Loggins 
was no stranger to the Greenville City Schools when he became 
superintendent in 1940.i' 

During his tenure Dr. Loggins increased supervisory services, 
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improved instruction through an enriched curriculum, brought 
in educational consultants to work with teachers and principals, 
involved teachers in planning, established a special services divi­
sion to cope with the problems of children, added special educa­
tion classes for the mentally retarded and the physically hand­
icapped, encouraged the organization of a Parent-Teacher 
Association in every school, and stressed the need for communi­
ty support for public education. On August 23, 1951, the Green­
ville City Schools became a part of the School District of Green­
ville County, and Dr. Loggins was elected to serve as the first 
superintendent of the newly formed county-wide district. 

During the late ISSO's and early l890's, other public school 
districts were established in Greenville County. By the turn of 
the century all of the towns and the majority of the large rural 
communities in Greenville County had established public school 
systems, each with its own superintendent and board of 
trustees. In 1892, Greenville County reported 169 public schools 
of which 23 were log, 143 were frame and 3 were of brick con­
struction. Ninety-Si)( of these schools were owned by school 
districts while 73 were owned by other parties." 

By the l890's the proliferation of county schools was a matter 
of state-wide concern. State Superintendent James W. Rice 
reported to the General Assembly: 

11 is well understood that we now have 100 many lichools.The 
tendency 10 multiply teaching places is natural and has not be~n 
sufficiently guuded by law. Under sire~ of pe,litical inOuence, 
:;chool houses have been sought, and loo often localed, without 
reaardtothesrea1es1goodof the greatest number." 

Three years later, State Superintendent W. D. Mayfield 
reflected growing concern about inequities in educational 
opportunity when he observed: 

Sch~lsin the towns and citie3. in the main, are supplying the 
educa11onalneedsofthepeople ... because1hepeoplehavevo1ed 
anadditionaltuforthepurposeofoperatinathem. Asarule,such 
is not 1he case with country 1chools .. These schools are in-
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adequate, many of them inferior, some or them almost worthkss, 
and it is impossibk to improve them 10 any appreciable extem with­
out more money ... The graded schools [in towns and cities] run 
about nine months in the year, while the country schools will not 
average more than three. This is a burning shame and a cruel wrong 
to boys and girls of the State who live in thecoumry." 

In November 1896, the people of Greenville County elected 
Mr. Wade H. Barton to serve as their first County Superinten­
dent of Education. under the new state constitution of 1895, 
this office replaced that of County Commissioner of Education. 
From January I, 1897, until all school districts in Greenville 
County were consolidated in 1951, five men held this important 
position. In addition to Mr. Barton, who served from 1897 to 
1900, they were James B. Davis, 1901-19!6, M. C. Barton, 
1917-1922, Robert L. Meares, 1923-1929, and James F. 
Whatley, 1929-1951. The office of county superintendent of 
education in Greenville County was abolished soon after the 
formation of lhe School District of Greenville County; 
however, Mr. Whatley remained with the newly organized 
School Dislricl as Director of Transportation, Attendance, and 
Textbooks until his retirement in 1957.' 0 

Although not directly in charge of the administration of the 
various school districts in the county, the County Superinten­
dent of Education was responsible for several important educa­
tional functions, including: authorization of school funds from 
the county treasurer's office to the respective school districts 
and supervision of the school transportation system, the school 
lunchroom program, and school attendance records. 

In 1897, the County Board of Examiners was replaced by the 
County Board of Education. For many years, this board con­
sisted of three members including the County Superintendent 
who served as secretary. During Mr. Whatley's administration 
the size of the Board was increased on two occasions, first to 
five members and later to seven members. 

In 1903, County Superintendent James B. Davis reported: 
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" 
TheoutlookforthepublicschoolinGrecrwilteisveryencourag­

ing. The increase in rcceip1s, the number or pupils enrolled, the 
longer ~hool ccrms, cogether with special levies made and the sup­
plememlng of public funds, all go to show that there is increased 
inmcst in this county for the welfare and benerment of public 
Kllools.'' 

During the late !890's and early 1900's, the textile industry 
developed rapidly in Greenville County, especially on the west 
side of the city. Employees and their families moved into com­
munities where mills were located in order to be close to their 
work. Each mill provided a schoolhouse for the elementary 
grades, but there was no organized school system and there were 
no high school facilities available. In the early 1920's, the people 
living in the textile communities began to feel the need of a high 
school for their children, and Lawrence Peter Hollis, who had 
worked with the people in the textile communities for many 
years, was chosen to lead the movement. Under his wise and 
able leadership, together with the wholehearted cooperation 
and support of the mill authorities, the Parker School District 
was formed with Dr. Hollis as 1he superintendent. The district 
was named for Thomas F. Parker, who came to Greenville in 
1900 to become president of Monaghan Mill. Mr. Parker was a 
philanthropist whose vision included not only the larger textile 
community but the entire Greenville community as well." 

The Parker High School, which opened in 1924, was quite 
different from the other high schools in the area. In discussing 
the beginnings of Parker High School, Dr. Hollis said: 

Wewerescan:ingfromscra.tch,sowedidnothavetoconformto 
educators' prejudice,. We were determined to have a school thac 
sta:rtedwith people; therefore. we worked from their interests and 
from their needs.•• 

Educational experiences were planned around the vocational in­
terests of the community, so in addition to the basic subjects 
and responsibilities of citizenship, classes were offered in 
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textiles, machine shop, carpentry, auto mechanics, typewriting, 
cosmetology and homemaking. The high school program also 
included evening classes for adults thus bringing the community 
into the school. Dr. Hollis, a tireless worker and a man of 
unusual talents, built a school system that attracted national at­
tention. Educators came from far and wide to observe this 
unique educational program in operation, and Dr. Hollis and 
his staff were invited to many conferences and conventions to 
share with others their working philosophy of education. 

During the first half of the twentieth century, public educa­
tion in Greenville County continued to grow in pupil popula­
tion, teacher competence, administrative leadership, instruc­
tional improvement, public acceptance and financial support. 
However, it must be said again that this growth was mainly in 
the towns and cities; schools in the rural sections of the county 
left much to be desired. Also, it must be said that Negro schools 
were far from equal to the white schools. Greenville had some 
of the best schools in the state and some of the poorest. 

Following World War II, some very significant educational 
milestones were reached in South Carolina. Among those affect­
ing education in Greenville County were: the addition of the 
twelfth grade, revision of certification requirements for 
teachers, approval of a state retirement system for teachers and 
a state sales tax for educational purposes. The sales tax, levied 
by the General Assembly, made possible a substantial increase 
in salaries, the consolidation of many small school districts, a 
state operated school transportation system, and a massive 
school building program. 

In 1949, upon recognizing the urgent need for equal educa­
tional opportunities for all children, the Greenville County 
Legislative Delegation appointed a committee of fifteen citizens 
to study the administration of schools within the county. At this 
time there were eighty-six school districts in Greenville County, 
ranging from small districts having only a one-room school to 
the two largest, the Parker District and the Greenville City 
District. The children from two-thirds of the county's popula-
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lion were served by these two large districts." After a thorough 
study, the committee of fifteen recommended that consolida­
tion of the school districts be given serious consideration. There 
was mixed feeling about two alternative plans: a single unit plan 
for the entire county, or a division of the county into three or 
four school districts. On July 11, 1950, the people of Greenville 
County were given an opportunity to vote on whether or not to 
reorganize the existing system of administering education in the 
county, and the people voted against making any change in 
school organization at that time." 

However, the General Assembly of South Carolina took a 
different view of school district organization. Feeling that the 
existence of a great number of school districts in the srnte made 
it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to carry out the policy 
of equal opportunity for all children, the General Assembly in 
1951 passed the General School Law, Act. No. 379. This law 
recognized county boards of education and empowered them to 
consolidate school districts.•• 

By this legislative action the Greenville County Board of 
Education was charged with the responsibility of working out a 
school building program in the county that would equalize 
school facilities and educational opportunities for all children 
within the county. The question was: Could this mandate be 
carried out wi1hin the school districts as they then existed? 
Careful and thoughtful study convinced the members of the 
County Board of Education that they could not equalize school 
facilities and educational opportunities within the existing ad­
ministrative organization of schools; therefore, on August 23, 
1951, the Grttnville County Board of Education ordered the 
consolidation of the eighty-two school districts into one district, 
to be administered by one board of trustees and one superinten­
dent." 
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It was a fearless County Board of Education that made this 
momentous decision, and it was a bold County Legislative 
Delega1ion that placed the stamp of approval upon this far­
reaching action. Members of the County Board of Education in 
1951-1952 were: J. B. League, Chairman, James F. Whatley, 
County Superintendent and Secretary of the Board, Clifford 
Anderson, Fred Crow, Sherwood Guest, Glen McCollough and 
R. Lewis Martin. The members of the County Legislative 
Delegation in 1951-1952 were: Ray Williams, Senator, and 
Clarence E. Clay, Jr., Frank Epes, Charles G. Garrett, W. M. 
Gresham, T. Manly Hudson, Sam W. Hunter, James R. Mann, 
James A. K. Roper and Charles V. Verner, members of the 
House of Representatives. These men will long be remembered 
because they had the vision that enabled them to take the long 
view of Greenville County's educational needs and because they 
had the courage to act and to stand firmly upon their convic­
tions. August 23, 1951, marked the dawn of a new and better 
day for education in Greenville County. 

The first Board of Trustees of the newly established school 
district consisted of nine members appointed by the County 
Board of Education to serve until elections could be held. 
Members of this first Board were: Abner Darden Asbury, 
Chairman, C. R. Babb, Harley Bonds, Wayne Hiott, James F. 
Howard, Conway Jones, Brown Mahon, H. S. Richardson and 
Charles L. Tidwell. Subsequently, in response to popular 
demand, the County Legislative Delegation, in 1951, recom­
mended and the General Assembly passed an act dividing the 
district into seven election areas from which would be elected 
seventeen members to the Board ofTrustees. In February, 1970, 
the Board was reduced to nine members to be elected from five 
election areas in the district. 

Immediately following the formation of the School District of 
Greenville County, the newly appointed Board of Trustees 
elected Dr. William Francis Loggins to the position of 
superintendent. He was faced with a challenge unparalleled in 
school administration in South Carolina. Eighty-two indepen­
dent school districts had been brought together very abruptly. 
These districts varied greatly in size, facilities and financial sup­
port. Educational opportunities for boys and girls in some of 
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the districts were at an extremely low level. Many buildings were 
without central heating, plumbing, or lunchrooms. Salaries of 
teachers varied widely, with many receiving only the sum pro­
vided in state aid. Several thousand pupils were without ade­
quate textbooks and other instructional materials." 

Naturally, such a sudden change in school organization and 
administration caused much public reaction. Although the logic 
for the fonnation of the single district was obvious to the 
County Board of Education, the County Legislative Delegation, 
and to other groups and individuals closely associated with the 
educational problems of the county, this logic was not 
understood by a large number of people in the many local 
school communities throughout the county. 0 

In spite of many problems, the wise, patient, efficient leader­
ship of Dr. Loggins was. felt throughout the school district 
during his nine years as chief school administrator. Some of the 
major accomplishments of his administration were: 

Elimination of 102 small, u11f<:011omical, inerticient schools 

Co11str11c1ion of 1wenty-fo11r new buildings and renovation of many ..... 
EstablishmemofadistricHridcsalaryscheduleforallteachers 

SupervboryservicC$madeavailat>lctoallteachcrs 
Speciillservicesmadeavailable1oanychildinthedistrictwhorequircd 

hclp..,,ithspecialedueationill,socialandemotionillproblcms 

ES1at>li$hmc11t of a sound risical system which assured a balanced budget 

Development ofa progam of education that more nearly equalized educa• 
tionalopportunitiesforallpupils regardless of geographical location 

Layingof1hefounda1io11foraunified,cohesiveschooldistrictorganiza-
1io11whichwouldoper111.ewithcrticiencyandeffectiveness 

This statement taken from this letter to the Board of Trustees 
following his announcement to retire, gives one of the secrets of 
Dr. Loggins; success: 

Aschiefadminiltn.tivc officer of the Board of Trustees, I have 
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directed all of my efforts toward providing maximum and equal 
educational opportunities for all chcildren. Not once ha, a decision 
been made based upon where achLld lives or who his p,erents arc. 
The one criterion for decision has always bc,:r, wllat appeared to be 
best for the child.'" 

Marion Thomas Anderson, who had served in the Greenville 
School System since I 937, succeeded Dr, Loggins on July I, 
1960. This was at a time when Greenville County was changing 
phenominally in population, industry, business, transportation, 
communication, production, payrolls, retail sales and standard 
of living. Furthermore, the citizens of Greenville were demand­
ing an educational system that could match every other aspect 
of Greenville County's growth and development. Therefore, the 
period ahead presented the new superintendent with unlimited 
opportunities and unprecedented responsibilities. 

Some of the highlights of the decade from 1960 to 1970 
were: 1 ' 

Thirty-ninenewbuildingsconstructedatacost more than S27,000,000 
Operating budget increased fromS9,0Cl0,000toS28,000,000 
Teacher-pupil ratio was reduced significantly 
Averagesalaryofteachersdoubled 
State and regional accreditationofallschoolachieved 
Millage for operational purposes increased from 42¼ mills to 82¾ mills 
FavorableresponsereceivedfromthevotersofGreenvilleCountyinthrce 

referenda 
Annualperpupilexpenditureincreascd fromSl84.00toS503.00 

Local multi-channel educational television service for instructional pur­
poses installed 

Desegregation of schools in the district was begun in 1964 

Transition to a unitary school system was implemented in February. 1970 

M. T. Anderson retired in July, 1970and was succeeded by J. 
Floyd Hall, a native of Alabama and a highly successful 
superintendent of schools in Oak. Park., Illinois. Dr. Hall's 

"Llallll• .... flfT-.0.U.,ll,..,._ 
''"Th<Proo,11ofChant<,195J·l'60-1970,''AnnnlReport,TlloSchoolDis,ric,ofGfffllYill< 

C-,,DM,,r • ...... .....____._ • .,. 



excellent educational background, his rich administrative 
experience and his strong personal qualities equipped him for 
the tremendous leadership role required of the superintendent 
of South Caor!ina's second largest school district. 

During the past three and a half years, the school district has 
made remarkable progress. A few of the accomplishments arc 
listed below: 

Successruladjustmenttotheunitaryschoolsystem 

Reorganiiationoftheschooldistrict using a five-three-four plan 

lntroductionofthemiddle.:;chooltotheschoo!district organiza!ion 

Adoptionora11rongcodeofdisciplineapplicablctoallsrndents 

Expansionoftheadministrativestafftoprovideforadditionalscrviccs 

Es1ablishmentofthe Piedmont Schools Project through the receipt ofa 
multi-million dollar federal grant 

Plans completed forthedevelopmcntofa fine arts center for the school 
dimict 

Plans in the making for the development of an environ1nental science 
center on Roper Mountain 

With Dr. Hall at the helm and with continuing positive sup­
port from the citizens of Greenville County, the School District 
has a promising future. In the words of Finis E. Engleman, 
Secretary Emeritus of the American Association of School 
Administrators: 

It is to the future that I would turn your attention. The past, at 
b~t gives only temporary footing. Onlyaswestretchourreach for 
tomorrow will we express the faith our obligations and responsi­
bilitiesasadministrawnandcitizensdemand." 
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BENJAMIN F. PEKRY, UNIONIST OF 

GRENVILLE DISTRICT AND 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

ROM1'.YNt: A. BARNES 

One of my happies1 teenage memories is lhal of auending the 
North and South Carolina Championship Tennis Tournament 
held at 1he Sans Souci Country Club in July, 1922. Life was 
carefree and prosperous for lhe Greenville so-called upper class 
in the early twenties and ils athletic and social life centered in 
this beautiful old club house and the surrounding thirty-odd 
acres which conlained a picturesque nine-hole golf course and 
ample clay 1ennis courts. The latter were of particular interest, 
for at this period Greenville was the "Tennis Capitol of lhe 
Southeastern S1ates, ·• and the six top seeded players of the club: 
Viv Manning, Bill Ellis, Lu1her Marchant, Bill Cely, Marshall 
Prevost, and Zenas Grier were the equal, if not the peers, of any 
sextet of tennis stars that could be named in the entire South. 
The grounds of the Sans Souci Club were located, as older 
native Greenvillians will recall, at the end of North Franklin 
Road about one block north of Clarendon Avenue. This en­
trance from the Old Buncombe Road had the perhaps unique 
dislinction of being the firsl paved road in our county, broughl 
about no doubt through the innuence of cerlain economic 
royalists who were members of the club. Founded in 1905, 1he 
dub operated here un1il July 4, 1923, when it moved to 1he pres­
ent Byrd Boulevard site and became today's Greenville Counny 
Club. In the early years of this century and prior to its purchase 
by 1he newly formed coun1ry club, <he lovely old house and 
grounds called San Souci had been for some years the home of a 
fashionable girls finishing school which drew its s1udents from 
all parts of 1he country. 

Although perhaps best remembered to most present day 
Greenvillians because of the just mentioned history, Sans Souci 
was built by and was the scene of the las1 fifteen years of happy 
home lire of Benjamin Franklin Perry, one of the most colorful 
and remarkable men to whom South Carolina has ever given 
birth. A brief description of this historic landmark of Greenville 
might help one to understand the most important Carolina 
Unionist. Acknowledged to be the handsomest residence in the 
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entire up-country, Sans Souci's rolling grounds were artistically 
landscaped with shrubbery, arborvitae, giant magnolias and 
spreading oaks dolling the lawn. In iLs prime the estate included 
the now-termed Sans Souci residential section of our city. A cir• 
cular driveway from Old Buncombe Road led to the front en• 
trance which faced toward Greenville while the back porch com­
manded a magnificent view of the mountains. These grounds 
also contained extensive llower gardens and an orchard of over 
a thousand fruit trees. The large brick mansion was built in the 
ornate style of the period with mansard roof, gabled windows, 
and a tall cupola in front. High steps led to the first story and a 
porch extended around all sides except the right front, from 
which a room with bay windows projected. Trailing vines shad­
ed the veranda and ivey softened its walls. The front steps led to 
a spacious hallway which ran the length of the house. On the 
left were two large libraries connected by folding doors and 
which contained some five thousand miscellaneous volumes and 
over a thousand law books, many of them old and rare works. 
This library was one of the most extensive and best selected then 
existant in the state. High ceilings, handsome rugs and fur­
nishings gave a luxurious appearance to these rooms. On right 
of the hallway were two airy bedrooms separated by a side hall, 
from which a circular stairway led to the second story contain­
ing numerous bedrooms. The dining room, resplendent with 
mahogany furniture and old silverware was in the basement. 

Sans Souci represented to its owner a far cry from the frontier 
village atmosphere of the Greenville of five hundred population 
to which he had come as a young man fifty years before to seek 
his fortune in the field of Jaw. And here, amid these gracious 
Sans Souci surroundings, on the third of December, 1886, died 
Benjamin Franklin Perry, staunch unionist, statesman, jurist, 
man of letters, first Provisional Governor of South Carolina 
under President Andrew Johnson, and concisely described by 
the eminent historian Allen Nevins in these glowing words: 

If ever American History exhibited an imrepid body of men, it wu 
the Unionim of the lower South who, believing that secession was 

:~:a~~~t a'.~~:~:~~~h:~t n tf 8~~u~~:;~;ni~~:~:~~/brt ~~1o~~!~~~ 
too ~iule i~s_11ce has been done 1hese men. and of all these unioni5ts, 
Jusuce Wilham Sharkley and James Alcord of Mississippi: Michael 



Hahn of Louisiana; Jam-,s L. P-,11igrue of South Carolina; Sam 
Houston of Te~as, opposing th-, frenzy in the couon srn(es lo the 
biller-,nd,noneismorealtractiv-,,nonehadnoblcrquali(iesofmind 
and heart than Benjamin F. Perry. ln no,-,nseageniu5, and denied 
by his unpopular opinions the opportunity lo hold high ornce, he 
displayed lhrough a long remarkable career a well rounded array 
ofqualitiesback-,dbyn-,rve,persislenceandakeencomciousne550f 
duty. South Carolina had in his time half a dozen men who will, and 
hav-, r-,mained more famous. Bui none loved South Carolina more 
warmly, and none did more for her intdlccwal, social, moral and 
poliucaladvancement. 

The growth and development of such an independent citizen of 
Greenvilk and South Carolina well merits a short study and also 
through his life we may briefly obtain an early picture of the 
now "Textile Center of the World." 

Benjamin F. Perry's strength of character that enabled him co 
stand steadfastly for principle in the face of unpopularity and 
repeated defeat, to fight on doggedly for a cause when he saw 
his party ever dwindling in his native state, to sacrifice personal 
ambition in an attempt to save the South as he saw it, came not 
by accident, but from the rugged independence of a long line of 
rugged forebears. Over two hundred years earlier an ancestor, 
John Perry, had joined the little band of Puritans who left 
England with John Eliot to seek refuge for their faith in a new 
land. Two grandsons, Benjamin and Nathaniel, after ably serv­
ing in thr. Revolutionary Army, left their native village of 
Sherborn, Massachusetts, and moved to South Carolina to 
work in a mercantile store in Charleston. Before long their 
Charleston employers suggested that they take an assortment of 
goods into the back country, as the Piedmont foothills were 
then called, and start a store there. This back country was then 
completely isolated, unsuited to commerce because of transpor­
tation difficulties with the coast. Barter was the common form 
of exchange. Successively Benjamin and Nathaniel Perry lived 
and ran a store in the Newberry section, on the Enoree six miles 
above present-day Greenville, and on Twleve Mile Creek near 
Keowee in Pickens County, before they finally came to rest on 
large holdings of lands which they purchased on the edge of the 
Tugaloo River, a branch of the Savannah, on the extreme 
northwest boundary of our state. No other possible location 
than this in the old Pendleton District could offer more striking 
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contrast to the aris1ocra1ic settlements of the low country from 
whence the brothers had started, a contrast which was to 
develop political overtones in the disagreements between the up 
country and the low. After years of bachelorhood, the migrant 
Benjamin married, and in November, 1805, Benjamin Franklin 
Perry was born, the third of four children. The boy enjoyed a 
happy family childhood in the remote wilderness. His father 
became one of the more prosperous farmers of the community 
and Benjamin led the normal life of a well-to-do country boy. 
Staning at the age of five, he attended several so-called schools 
until finally a visiting Pennsylvania teacher fired in him a love of 
reading which remained throughout his life. He bought books 
while in his young teens with every dollar he could scrape; and 
James Boswell, William Sheakespeare, Samuel Johnson, Oliver 
Goldsmith, and Joseph Addison were familiar literary compan­
ions by the time he was fifteen. 

Though he was practically in charge of his father's farms at 
this young age, the young Ben Perry had determined to be 
something more than a tiller of the soil. He longed to study 
Latin and Greek and to prepare himself for a profession. Thus, 
in the fall of 1821, the fifteen-year-old boy rode on horseback to 
Asheville, N. C., Where he entered the Asheville Academy. He 
was an insatiable student. By studying sixteen hours a day, he 
memorized a Latin grammar in one week. In the first eight 
months he covered all the courses in classical studies offered. A 
second year at the Asheville Academy followed. Then, on hear­
ing of the male and female academies recently established in 
Greenville,' he decided to enter the Greenville Male Academy to 
pursue the knowledge of mathematics and natural philosophy. 

In the spring of 1823 Ben Perry came to Greenville, which was 
to be his residence thereafter. The beautiful mountain village, 
nestling in a verdant valley in the foothills of the Blue Ridge, 
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with the peaks of Paris Mountain, Table Rock, and Caesar's 
Head in the distance, completely captivated him. This village 
was laid out on the eastern banks of the Reedy Riv~r just where 
the falls tumbled over a cliff of ragged rocks, and meandered 
onward between banks shaded with a thick growth of Camper­
down elms (thus name of our former downtown textile mill). 
From the river northward stretched the unpaved Main Street, 
with a two-story log court house in its center. Within a year this 
crude frontier structure was to give way 10 a brick building, 
remembered by many of us as the Record Building constructed 
on the lot now occupied by the old Liberty Life Building now 
the Insurance Building. A block to the east, in the center of 
Court Street stood a three-story jail. The scene presented a 
charming rural aspect; the streets were covered with grass, and 
handsome trees grew here and there. Yet this pastoral village 
was to hold a unique place in the economic and political life of 
the state and under the future leadership of our new young ar­
rival was to become the stronghold of unionism in South Caro­
lina during the period of sectional connict. Economically, it 
depended partly on the summer visitors from the low country 
who sought the healthful and invigorating climate of Greenville 
as a retreat from their malaria-ridden plantations. lnnkeeping 
was 10 become a major business, and note will be made of sever­
al leading hotels later. Another factor in the prosperity of Green­
ville at this period was its thriving trade with the Tennessee and 
Kentucky drovers who passed through on their way to Charles­
ton and Augusta. Along the fifty or sixty miles of their route 
through the district the drovers provided a good market for the 
corn, fodder, and other food stuffs grown by local farmers. 
This western trade from over the mountains also built up the 
business of the mercantile establishments and mechanics' shops 
in the village. Thus Greenville, with its diversified activities, fur­
nished a contrast with the low coun,ry districts which were 
devoted almost entirely to cotton or rice culture under slave 
labor. As in the other Piedmont districts the population in 
Greenville was predominantly white, and the surrounding small 
farms used very few slaves, if any. In 1823 the village population 
was only about five hundred. There were only two doctors, who 
had little practice as many residents had never taken a dose of 
medicine, and three lawyers. The three or four stores all kept 
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liquor for sale. 

Not only did the up-country and the low-country differ 
sharply in their economic life, but they showed an even wider 
contrast in their social life. The Greenville of this day was still a 
rude frontier village, whereas the old towns of the low-country 
had long been accustomed to wealth, refinement, and a rich 
inte!lectual life. Perry's description of Greenville as he first saw 
itisi!luminating: 

! remember the fim day l reached Greenville. I saw two drunken 
ruffians1hrowings1onesa1eachother,OnlhePublicSquare,cursing 
andabusingeachotherwith gross epithets for several houn. It was 
cus1omaryfo1theyoungmenofthevillaBeandtheold onesaho lo 
meel in the piallas of 1he stores and sometimes on the sidewalks of 
the streets, and play cards all the morning or evening, drinking in 
the mean1ime toddy, which was very often placed in front of them on 
1he 1ab!e at which they were playing. I have seen thus situated 
Chancellor Thompson, Judge Earle, Col. Toney, Captain Cleveland, 
Warren R. Davis and othen. Playing cards was the chief amusement 
of the village. There was very liule business or any character to 
occupythepeople,andscarcelyanyofthem thought of spending 
1heirtimein reading. 

He goes on to describe the simplicity of the household 
furnishings: 

Col. Toney had in his drawing room an old sofa which was after­
ward, purchased by Captain Cleveland, and which Jam sure, was the 
only one in the village, 'till General Thompson moved up from Edge­
field. In the silting room of Captain Cleveland, who was the wealth 
iesl man in the District, there were split bottom chairs made in the 
country, two old tables and a book case with fifteen or twenty 
volumes in it. 

There was only one carriage in the village, an old vehicle 
belonging to Colonel William Toney, and, so far as Perry knew, 
the only one other in the whole district was that of Judge 
Waddy Thompson. The village had only two pianos, and silver 
spoons were almost as rare. 

After one year at the academy young Perry gave up for lack 
of funds his ambition to enter South Carolina Co!lege, and in 
March, 1824, entered the office of Judge Baylis J. Earle to read 
law. The linle one-room office stood on the lot where the 
Downtown Baptist Church now stands. He vigorously applied 
himself to his studies, and lived economically using one of the 
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jury rooms in the court house as a bedchamber. Perry boarded 
at Crittenden's Hotel (on the corner where Carpenter Brothers 
Drug Store now stands) for one hundred dollars a year. In 1826 
he journeyed alone IO Columbi.a to stand his bar examina1ion 
before the Court of Appeals. The test was rigid but he passed 
every question. His funds were so low he had 10 borrow fifteen 
dollars from his Greenville friend Elias T. Earle to return home. 
The next January found him licensed to practice law and thus he 
embarked on a career of professional and political activity that 
vigorously covered the next fifty~nine years of his life. 

To cover Benjamin Perry's history from this time on would 
be to cover the entire nullification, secession, war and 
reconstruction phases of our state's history, so only brief 
mention can be made of his highlights. Progress as a young 
lawyer was at first slow, but soon success followed his profes­
sional efforts for there was a great deal of shrewd common 
sense in his make-up and a very practical business turn. 
Throughout his life rigid self-discipline and industry kept his 
goal continuously before him. As his fortunes improved, he 
entered ;ictively into the social life of the awakening Greenville. 
A social center was the Mansion House, an elegant hotel, erect­
ed in 1824 on the site of the present-day Poinsett Hotel. It ad­
vertised to the low-country summer visitors rates of four dollars 
and a half per week for one gentleman, and two dollars and a 
half for one horse. It was to chat day and time what the Poinsett 
was to the Greenville of the middle years of this century. 

A summer treat in the village was to visit the Greenville Bath 
House (the 125-year-ago equivalent of the YMCA Health Club) 
located on the banks of the Reedy with rates of a dollar per 
month for hot and cold showers, or single shower for six and a 
quarter cents, and pool and shower for twelve and a half cents. 
Moonlight nights found the young romantic couples walking to 
the falls of the Reedy below the substantial foot log which serv­
ed as our first Main Street Bridge. Early Perry romantic 
attachments included Caroline Cleveland and Mirian Earle, 
dau~hters of Greenville founders whose family names are most 
familiar to us today, but economic necessity postponed any 
thought of marriage. In 1837 he won the hand of Elizabeth 
McCall of Charleston, a niece of Robert Young Hayne. The 
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following year the couple moved into a new home Perry had 
built in the block on South Main Street where J. E. Sirrine was 
formerly located. Hm: for thirty-three years, and later at Sans 
Souci, their private lire was one of interrupted happiness. To 
Perry, his wife was always perfect and to her Perry was the 
noblest man thal ever lived in South Carolina. Whenever away 
throughout his life Perry wrote home by every mail and the 
Perry Lcl\ers, published by his wife after his death, are an 
important source for the history of this period. Seven children 
were born to the couple, one of whom, William, served with 
distinction in the South Carolina Legislature and in the United 
States House of Representataives. Another, Fannie, married 
William E. Beattie, a wealthy young Greenville merchant, and is 
affectionately remembered by many residents today as Mrs. 
Fanny Beanie. 

The consistency of Benjamin Pery's unionist convictions 
began to develop early in his public career. After the passage by 
Congress of the Tariff Law of 1828 the storm of anti-national­
ism which had been brewing in other sections of the state 
through the !820's finally burst upon Greenville in full fury. 
The first tariff protest meeting was held here in September, 
1828, and with it Perry entered upon the stormiest period of his 
career. South Carolina was departing from the ardent 
nationalism it had championed under the leadership of John 
Caldwell Calhoun since the war of 1812. Calhoun now became 
the leader of the states right faction and advocated his famous 
Nullification Theory. The Nullification and Union parties were 
formed and party enmity became more biuer in the state elec­
tion of 1830. Perry led the Unionists' fight in the up-country 
against Nullification. Two-thirds of the Genera! Assembly 
elected that year were nu\lificationists, but Greenville County 
chose a delegation opposeJ to the principle. The session 
~djourned _w_ith?ut any action being taken on the issue. But 
m1832 nulhf1cat1on swept the state and it was evident that more 
than two-thirds of the new legislature were advocates of the 
doctrine. The U_nion Party, however, won an overwhelming vic­
tory in ~reenv1lle District due to a fighting campaign led by 
Perry which warned that the calling of a state convention by a 
states rights legislature meant nullification and that nullification 
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meant disolution and civil war. The convention was called and 
the Ordinance of Nullification was voted to take effect in 1833. 
During the winter of 1832-33 Perry labored with indefatigable 
energy to promote the Unionist cause throughout the state. His 
fellow citizens in the Greenville District were no less determined 
than he. Union Societies were formed throughout the district, 
and the resolution adopted by one, the Paris Mountain Union 
Society, on January S, 1833, is illuminating: 

Resolved, tha1 in defense or th.e Federal Union, we have drawn 
our swords and Oung away our scabbards. Resolved, further. that we 
have but two words by way of reply to the nullifiers, which. ;u-e these, 
"come on." 

Fortunately, the passage of Henry Clay's compromise Tariff 
Bill by Congress cased the burning issue of the time being, but 
left a feeling of intense bitterness between the unionist and the 
states rights men which was finally to terminate in secession. 
For the next two decades Calhoun dominated the state. But 
even as early as 1833 Perry wrote in his journal, "I sincerely 
believe that there is a disposition to dissolve the Union and form 
a Southern Confederacy. It will show itself more plainly in the 
next few years." 

As a weapon in his fight Perry assumed the editorship of the 
Greenville Mountaineer owned Dy 0. H. Wells, and for years it 
was a staunch organ of unionism. In his first editorial he siated 
the basic principles which governed his public career. He pro­
claimed his independence. He would not sacrifice his political 
opinions for the sake of popularity or patronage. Next, he 
disclaimed any intention of becoming a factionist for any party. 
He would serve no other flag than that of his country. And, 
finally, he dwelt on the two cardinal principles of his creed: 
democracy and unionism. The great influence exerted by The 
Mountaineer Drought a mounting circulation, and contributions 
to its support came from unionists all over the state. Its constant 
editorial theme was an earnest entreaty to lay aside party strife 
for the preservation of the Union. Though Editor Perry pursued 
a courteous tone, his uncompromising position made him the 
target for attack Dy nullifier editors and politicians and involved 
him in a series of bitter personal controversies which he later 
deeply regretted. His position in Greenville was especially trying 



since all his friends of prominence were nullifiers and his sup­
porters were the so-called "common man." Being sensitive as 
well as high tempered, Perry came right to the point of actual 
dueling with such figures as Waddy Thompson, a life long 
friend; Dr. Frederick W. Symmes, the prominent editor of the 
Pendleton Messenger and grandfather of our late fellow citizen 
Fred Symmes; Dr. Henry H. Townes, of Calhoun Mills, an old 
school friend; William Choice, who was stabbed by Perry in a 
fight in Perry's own office. Such encounters were indicative of 
the perils of newspaper editing all over South Carolina at the 
time. 

By now the nullifiers realized they could not hope to win in 
the Greenville District if Perry were left unmolested, and they 
determined to establish a nullification newspaper to counteract 
the innuence of the Mo11nraineer. From this move came one of 
the most famous duels in South Carolina history. Turner 
Bynum, a brilliant young editor from Columbia, became editor 
of the rival paper, the Southern Senrinol, and shortly began to 
a11ack Perry severely. Bad led to worse, and Perry issued a 
challenge to Bynum which was accepted. They met on an island 
in the Tugaloo River between South Carolina and Georgia at 
sunrise on Thursday, August 16, 1832. Perry's first shot found 
its mark. The extent of Bynum's hurt was not apparent at the 
time, but the following evening he passed away. For unknown 
reasons he was buried Saturday at midnight in the Old Stone 
Church near present Clemson University in a heavy rainstorm. 
The selling was dismal and the newly dug grave was half filled 
with water. Perry was tremendously iiffected by the tragic oc­
curance and forty years later wrote in his autobiography that his 
killing of Bynum was the most painful event of his life. It is 
significant though that the Southern Sentinel, Bynum's paper, 
ceased publication within two months after his death. Thus at 
bitter personal cost, Perry had won a respite from personal at­
tack by the nullifiers. 

In spite of his intensive political activity, Perry enjoyed an ex­
tensive legal practice throughout the years. By far his most sen­
sational case was the "Yancey Trial," famous in Greenville 
legal history. William Lowndes Yancey was a young attorney 
who had read law in Perry's office and served for a time as 



editor of the Mountaineer. During the political campaign of 
1838, young Yancey attended a rally near Greenville at which 
Waddy Thompson, a candidate for Congress, spoke. While 
conversing with a group of men, Yancey made a remark about 
Thompson that was resented by Thompson's seventeen-year-old 
nephew, Elias Earle, who called Yancey a liar. Yancey slapped 
the lad and young Elias returned the blow with a riding crop 
before they were separated. The next day Yancey went to Elias' 
father, Dr. Robinson M. Earle (he was also Yancey's wife's 
uncle), told the circumstances of the fracas and expressed his 
deep regret. Yancey thought the affair ended but soon after­
ward Dr. Earle started the quarrel anew, called Yancey a liar, 
and came at him with the handle of a train cradle, shoving him 
off the porch. As he fell, Yancey pulled a pistol and fired on Dr. 
Earle, mortally wounding the six-foot, two-hundred-pound 
doctor. With the Earles, one of Greenville's most prominent 
families, involved, interest in the subsequent trial was at fever 
heat in the up-state. Perry defended his friend and protege 
Yancey and won a verdict of manslaughter. Shortly after, the 
governor pardoned Yancey provided he would leave the state. 
He migrated 10 Alabama where he had a distinguished career, 
eventually becoming known as the "Father of Secession" and 
as the author of the "Yancey Resolutions" of 1860 which split 
the Democratic Party.' 

Perry's almost hopeless fight against the rising tide of seces­
sionism continued on through the antebellum period. In 1834 he 
campaigned for a seat in the United States House of Represent­
atives on a Unionist Platform. The campaign was bitter but 
Calhoun's candidate, Warren Davis of Pendleton, won by 70 
votes out of 7000 cast. Perry swept Greenville District by four to 
one, but lost heavily in the Pickens and Anderson districts, due 
to a still strong resentment there, according to many observers, 
over his killing of young Bynum two years before. Davis shortly 
died, and Perry re-ran for the seat, this time against his fellow 
townsman Waddy Thompson. Calhoun, genuinely alarmed at 
the closeness of the earlier race threw his every effort behind 
Thompson. Unfortunately, early in the race Perry suffered a 
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severe accident with a run-away horse which crippled and in­
capacitated him for six months. Again Perry went down to 
defc-at lhough holding Greenville District to the Unionist cause 
by over three to one. While he sought national office only once 
more until after the Civil War, Perry with his mountain consti­
tuency solidly behind him was for twenty-f"ive years longer 10 
wage a valiant fight against the dominant states rights party in 
Soulh Carolina. During the long battle there was no office or 
honor within their gift lhat the people of Greenville District did 
not confer upon him for the asking. 

Events rushed on and 1838 found Perry. this time on the side 
of Thompson, a candidate for re-election against a new 
Calhoun candidate, Judge Whittier. For once Perry's cause 
triumphed. Politics and time produces strange bedfellows and 
by 1847 Perry was seeing eye to eye with his old enemy Calhoun 
on national issues. Threatened interference by Congress 
through the Wilmot Proviso had aroused his Southern blood. 
During this heyday of friendship with Calhoun he became once 
again a candidate for Congress against Colonel James L. Orr. 
Perry's unpopular opposition to Zachary Taylor for president, 
and the suspected turning by Calhoun of secret support to his 
opponent caused Perry's third Congressional defeat. Once 
again he carried his own Greenville by over four to one but lost 
in the western districts. On the state political level there was a 
different story. Except for three brief absences totaling in all 
only five years Perry served in the state legislature from 1836 to 
1865. He was never defeated in this period, and nearly always 
led the ticket. During this period he fought a manly, but 
hopeless, battle against the planter aristocracy for democratic 
reform of state government. 

After the end of the nullification controversy in 1833, the 
states rights supporters rapidly became advocates of secession, 
and the South Carolina House of Representatives in 1850 was 
solidly in favor of this cause except for Perry and the Greenville 
delegation which stood almost alone against the calling of a con­
vention to pass a secession ordinance. Fortunately, the Clay 
compromise and an unexpected wave of conservatism through­
out the South postponed the final action for another ten years. 

Just prior to this, Perry and his supporters established 
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another Union paper in Greenville, The Southern Patriot, to 
rally the Unionist party. When a mob of secessionists threatened 
to destroy the paper's office, and to tar and feather the editor, 
Perry replied, "The Southern Patriot will go on if it sinks every 
cent of property I have in the world and sacrifices my life in 1he 
bargain." In the indecisive National Democratic Convention at 
Charleston, S. C., in 1860, Yancey introduced his famous 
resolutions. They were voted down by the Northern members, 
and all South Carolina delegates but Perry and one other left 
the convention. Perry addressed the convention and pleaded for 
a reconciliation of Northern and Southern Democrats. Violent­
ly booed and hissed at first by secessionisl sympathizers in the 
galleries, he won their silence by his courage and bearing after 
all efforts by convention officials to quiet them had failed. 

With the final coming of the War for Southern Independ­
ence, Greenville District and Perry, despite of the long fight 
made against secession, rushed to the defense of the Con­
federacy. Perry wrote to Pettigru, his long-time fellow Unionist, 
'' I have been trying for the last thirty years to save the state 
from the horrors of disunion. They are now all going to the 
devil, and I am going with them." Before the war ended, Green­
ville District, former Union stronghold, had furnished more 
than 2,000 soldiers to the Confederate Army out of a total 
voting population in 1860 of only 2,200. Perry sent his own son 
to war with Hampton's legion, and served the state and Con­
federacy well in various civil offices. 

In the weeks following the end of the War there was chaos in 
South Carolina. A movement first started under Perry in Green­
ville to obtain a provisional government for the state. While a 
delegation from Greenville, including Perry, was on the way to 
Washington, they received word that President Andrew John­
son had appointed Benjamin F. Perry as the Provisional Gover­
nor of South Carolina. The people of the state gave general ap­
probation to the appointment and both old friends and old foes 
from Charleston to Pendleton joined in congratulating the Pro­
visional Governor. Wade Hampton, for example, declared the 
appointment of Perry was "the only gleam of sunshine which 
has fallen on the stale since this black cloud has spread over our 
horizon." After twenty-five years of being the voice of the 
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minority, Perry found himself the center or affairs ~f the state 
as all South Carolina turned to Greenville and its leading 
cilizen. 

The administration of Governor Perry lasted six months, and 
during that short time the Constitution of 1865 was adopted; 
members of a General Assembly were elected; a new Governor, 
James L. Orr, was chosen; civil officers of every nature, both 
state and federal, were appointed and inducted into office. 
Perry would not allow his name to be used for candidate for 
governor, but he was overwhelmingly elected to the United 
States Senate under the 1865 constitution. Thaddeus Stevens 
and the radical clement in the Congress prevented Perry and 
other elected Southern Senators from taking their scats. Later, 
when elected to Congress from his home district, Perry was 
again denied his life long ambition of service in the national 
body. Ten years of horror now began for South Carolina, and 
during this period Perry took his stand with the uncompromis­
ing opponents of the radical regime. Finally, at seventy-one, 
Perry saw his new cause triumph as he campaigned with all the 
ardor of his youth for Wade Hampton in 1876. Everywhere he 
spoke he drew huge crowds, attracting over 6,000 listeners at 
Honcl!i Path in a Hamp1on Day Rally. 

From his heavy cares during th-c reconstruction period Perry 
found well earned repose in his beloved Sans Souci. 
Agriculture, lecturing, and extensive writing filled his days until 
in 1886, just one month after he saw the Republic safe again in 
the hands of the Democratic Party through the election of 
Grovc_r Cleveland, the "Old Roman," as Perry was sometimes 
affcct10natcly called, laid down his battle-scarred arms and 
shield for the last time . 

. Though he had been denied such tribute through most of his 
hfc, statements ~f universal esteem for Benjamin Perry's service 
to South Carolina now poured forth. The South Carolina 
General Assembly adjourned in honor of his memory. Of the 
thousa~ds of ~ributcs voiced throughout the state, the one from 
a longtime bitter enemy of his political views and acts, the 
Charleston News and Courier, perhaps expressed best the fccl­
mgs of h!s fellow ci_tizcns; "G_ovcrnor Perry was in many 
respects without peer m our pubhc life and in nothing that was 



worth)' and of good report had he any superior." Few men in• 
our history have openly, constantly, and defiant!:, opposed the 
enthusiastic will of a great majority of their fellow citizens 
without losing at an:, time their respect and confidence. Yet 
such a life-long stand and record is, above all, the enduring 
monument of A Carolina Unionist, Benjamin Franklin Perry. 



TIIE <..REt:N\'ILLE (SOUTH CAROLINA) 

MUNICIPAL AIRPORT STORY 

The Greenville Municipal Airport, sometimes called the 
Dowuwwn Airport in order to distinguish it from the 
Gr..-enville-Spartanburg Jetport a1 Greer and the one-time Air 
Force Base at Donaldson, was formally dedicated on November 
II. 1928. This was a community project, the result of a 
cooperative effort of the Greenville City Council, the Greenville 
County Delegation, 1he Greenville Park and Tree Commission, 
and the American Legion Post No. 3 of Greenville led by 
George Barr who was Post Commander for 1928. The official 
name as Greenville Municipal Airport was giyen by a resolution 
bv Mayor Alvin Dean, and unanimously approved by the City 
Council in official session. The project would have never reach­
ed fruition, however, without the valuable aid and moral sup­
port given by many organizations of Greenville to this project. 

This account of how all this came about is the result of the 
meeting of a few old friends al Carrie and Bill Eilis's very 
beautiful fiftieth wedding anniversary which was held not so 
long ago at their gorgeous home in Greenville. Ed Sloan, Bill 
Beattie, George Morgan, and this writer were bending a happy 
elbow and in general talking old times. Ed Sloan brought up the 
subject of the building of the airport, and he and Bill Beattie 
suggested that I should get the facts on paper about what hap­
pened, how the Airporl actually came about. So, working from 
memory, with names given me from records, here is the story 
and _the story behind the story. At my home in Orlando, 
Flonda, there arc one or two large scrap books containing 
newspaper stories, clippings and other things about whal hap­
pened when all this was happening. That is why I say "from 
memory." I ask your indulgence if this seems to turn into a per­
sonal narrative and if by chance I should seem to point with 
pride, please forgive me. 

Afte~ coming out of the Air Corps in 1919 (after a tour of 
duty wuh the Butler Guards on the Mexican Border) with a 
R~crvc C?mmi~sion as pilot, I was making a Jiving in the elec­
tncal busmess m Greenville and starting to raise a family. 
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The cars' arriving and leaving are epochs of the village day. Farmers 
set !heir clocks by 1hem. Men have improved in punctuali1y. Thus 
oneins1itn1ionregula1esawholearea.Mencalkand1hinkfas1erthan 
they did in chescagecoach and office." 

We can assume that the railroaids of the nineteenth and early 
twentieth century had a similar effect in Greenville. 

But we had no Thoreau to record the fact! 
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Airplanes and nying seemed a passed experience for me, except 
for the matter of Reserve training. In 1926 just after I returned 
from my Reserve training stint at Maxwell Field, Alabama, a 
strange and unusual event brought flying back into my life. One 
afternoon as I was headed for home along the Cedar Lane 
Road, an airplaine landed close by. The pilot hit rough ground 
and broke a tail skid. I stopped my car and went over to see if l 
could help, and this "mission of mercy" changed my whole life. 
The next thing I knew I had the pilot in Tom Fahnstock's 
garage, getting a leaf of an old auto spring shaped to fit and 
make do for the broken tail skid. He was Errett Williams, a 
"barnstormer" who had brought his single-engined, two­
cockpit Eagle Rock airplane to Greenville to try his luck. That 
pasture along-side the Cedar Lane Road was about the only 
place around a man could "sit a plane down." As kindred 
spirits, Errett Williams and I quickly became friends. It wasn't 
long before I had on a pair of goggles and, with Errett in the 
other cockpit, was looking dow11 from a couple of thousand feet 
,p. 

Shortly after, a second event happened, again out of the blue, 
but this time the principal character arrived by train in the 
person of Charles 1. Stanton, an official from the Federal Air­
ways' out of Washington. The Federal Airways route between 
New York and Atlanta was being established and Stanton 
wanted to establish an air mail stop in the area as a point about 
half-way between Atlanta and Greensboro which was already a 
designated stop. Since the straight-line route would go over near 
Simpsonville, Anderson, Spartanburg, or Greenville would be 
possible locations for the stop. Of the three, Stanton preferred 
Greenville since it required little deviation from the Federal Air­
way. The Greenville Chamber of Commerce was easily convinc­
ed of the desireability of the air mail service for Greenville and 
quickly formed a committee ~ith George Wrigley, my old boss 
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" 
at J. E. Sirrine's as chairman. Mr. Wrigley asked me to be a 
member along with Major Richard Watson, then Mayor, 
representing the City of Gre-envi\lc. In all, about six of us listen­
ed to Stanton's official offer. He explained the advantages to 
the city of air mail service, and why Greenville was the natural 
lim choice for a stop in this area. Then he dropped the clincher: 
this would be done if the city would provide a proper airport 
east of the city. 

Despite the excitement and the possible advantages to Green­
vllle, it boiled down to "no go." Mayor Watson said that the 
city could not afford to build the required facililty. To make a 
painful e.,.ent short, that was that. In contrast, Spartanburg 
received Charlie Stanton with open arms and built its airport to 
meet the federal specifications. From then on all Federal Air­
ways maps, publications, charts, and records, Spartanburg was 
the offlcial stop in upper South Carolina. Eventually the 
Greenville-Spartanburg Jet Port changed all this but that was a 
generation later. 

Being on the losing end of that try for an air mail stop for 
Greenville was "the driving spur" which goaded me to continue 
Lo work for a federally approved airport -- that and the belief 
that the airplane was sure to come into its own, and soon. Then 
the American Legion elected me as Post Commander for 1928. 
At our lirst meeting all present agreed that the Post should take 
on the development of a local airport as our major project for 
1928. When I say "our" I guess you know what I mean. In so 
many cases like this results are in direct proportion to one man's 
activity. 

Although Errett Williams and I used the Cedar Lane field as 
our base, we both eliminated that place as not meeting what we 
considered our need. We looked over many likely locations and 
finally settled on a big piece of farm land belonging to Richard 
Sulli.,.an and believe it or not. Major Watson. The tract was 
about two hundred acres, more or less, and the price was in the 
upwards of $25,000. Then we asked for representatives of the 
Federal Airways in Washington to come and look over our 
selection. Two engineers, Jack Worthington and later Jack 
Sommers, approved of our selection. Both of these men, in­
cluding Charlie Stanton also, were ex-military pilots. 
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Then we started looking for money without much luck or en­
couragement anywhere. But one day the sun broke through the 
clouds. I made the rounds and talked to every man on the City 
Council. One day Councilman J. H. Huff, or Ward 4, who at 
the time was Superintendent or Camperdown Mills, placed in 
my eager but almost empty hands the sword that was to cut this 
Gordian Knot. 

"George," he said, "I believe I can tell you how to put this 
thing over, how to get your $25,000.00. Split it four ways, 
$6,250.00 each. One fourth, or $6,250.00 from the City, and 
equal amount from the County. Go to Alex McPherson or the 
Park and Tree Commission for another fourth and when you 
dedicate your Airport put on a big Air Show, charge $1.00. The 
Legion can pay its fourth in this manner. I don't believe anyone 
will turn you down on this proposition. As a member or the City 
Council, I believe you are 0.K. there." 

I first tried Alex McPherson. the very fine civic-minded Chier 
Engineer or J. E. Sirrine and Co. Mr. Alex, as every man who 
ever leaned over a drawing board at Sirrine's called him, was all 
for it. He was enthusiatic about what we proposed and where 
we proposed to locate. He showed me a large blue print on 
which was marked a circle around Greenville for the future. Our 
location was near this circle east or the city (the circle is now 
U.S. Highway 291). "This will be good for the City, good for 
our plans for the future," said Mr. Alex. 

The American Legion Post approved the Air Show proposi­
tion, and the job was half done. With these successes to boost 
the spirit, I called on the County Delegation. 1 I had felt that the 
County shouldn't be much trouble, but I guessed wrong. The 
Delegation received our proposition coldly. I spoke or the 
future or air travel, etc. and more etcs. I could not thaw the 
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" 
frigid atmosphere. They could not see the spending of so much 
money in a tight budget wllen there were no airplanc:s around. 

The main stumbling block and outspoken opponent of any 
such idea was a gentleman from upper Greenville County with a 
wonderful nickname, "Mountain Lion" Sloan.' He was ir­
revocably and completely against lhe idea, period. One night at 
a big political rally "Mountain Lion" was holding forth and I 
was taking care of the publi-c address system, sitting on the plat­
form right behind the speaker. Said "Mountain Lion" to his 
prospective voters: "Some people talk about putting up good 
money for an Airport. Well I am against it. We ain't got no 
Airplanes, there ain't no Airplanes around here. If you ain't got 
no horses, what you want to build a barn for?" He brought 
down the house: and my face was burning red. I knew who 
everyone was laughing at. 

It turned out that "Mouutain Lion" was not re-elected and 
the County Delegation passed the word that they would go 
along and provide their fourth of the purchase price.' One more 
to go-- the City. 

Along with a dekgation from the American Legion Post in­
cluding Fred Graham, Townsend Smith, Ben Sloan, Ed 
Hughes, Editor Charlie Garrison of the Greenville Evening 
Piedmonr and a few others, I presented the Airport Proposition 
to Mayor A.H. Dc:an and tile Council' in official session. After 
explaining what such a thing as a good airport would in time 
mean to Greenville and how the finances stood, Col. Dean 
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asked for a vote for the City's share of the finances and the 
result was unanimous. The Airport was assured. 

Mentioning Charlie Garrison, Editor of the Evening Pied­
monl, let me add a point right here. Both the Greenville News 
and the Piedmont were enthusiastically behind this project all 
the way. Without their support, it is doubtful if we could have 
made it. 

Right here a personal note if you please. After the City Coun­
cil's vote of approval, some ki11d words were passed back and 
forth, and Mayor Dean suggested the airport be named for me. 
Every Councilman assented. Rising to my feet, I thanked 
everyone for everything including such an honor but pointed 
out whatever designation be given the field it should be 
associated with the name of Greenville. If it were given ally 
other name, somebody was going to have to look in a book or 
some other record every time the name came up, This point was 
recognized. Then upon further suggestion of the Mayor the 
Field was officially given the name of "Greenville Municipal 
Airport." 

To own and operate Greenville Municipal Airport, an Airport 
Commission was created.• The first Commission consisted of 
George Barr as chairman with Milton Smith, Albert Rickman, 
Dr. Emmit Houston, and W. T. Adams. The money came 
forth; the land was purchased; surveys were made; runways 
were designed and laid out. County road equipment was 
brought in for the grading and before very long Errelt Williams 
and I in his reliable Eagle Rock: made the first landing. During 
the late summer of 1928, some notable aviation people paid 
visits to Greenville Municipal Airport. To mention a few, these 
included lst Lt. Ira Eaker of the Air Force, later Lt. General 
and Commanding Officer of the Eighth Air Force in England 
during World War Two. Another visitor was Elliot White Spr­
ings on his way to Chicago. Also included in this list were Rosco 
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Turner and Frank Hawkes, both ex-Army niers doing civilian 
aviation work.. 

The big day or dedication was on November 11, 1928, and 
thousands of people watched a fine air show. Congressman J. J. 
Mcswain was instrumental in having many military aircrart and 
personnel present. Since that big day in November, 1928, much 
money has been spent and many improvements made 10 the 
field. An airmail stop was designated and passenger business 
nourished. Greenville took its rightful place as a stop on the 
Federal Airways system. And now, what was once a corn field 
considerably out-or-town is almost downtown. The Greenville­
Spartanburg Jetport now provides service for both these cities 
for the big planes, hardly visioned in the days of 1928. This is as 
it should be, but Greenville Municipal Airport will for a long 
time to come still be a valuable link on the Airways system. 

Maybe if I had had a Jillie more crust that night at the Council 
meeting when everybody was in such a good humor I might have 
said a word or two about the possibility of calling the Airport 
Road something on the order of Barr Boulevard. But anyway 
that did not happen. 



THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD 

TO GREENVILLE 

WILLIAM P. BARTON' 

While the steam locomotive was aborning in the early nine­
teenth century, a canal craze swept over the young United States 
of America. Promoters proposed a plan for the canalization of 
the entire state of Georgia from Savannah to the mountains and 
even through the mountains to connect with rivers in Alabama.' 
Fierce competitive spirit stimulated by local and regional 
jealousies, competition among states, bankers and merchants 
hoping for increased trade resulted in a bitter struggle between 
the Southern coastal cities of Baltimore, Norfolk, Wilmington, 
Charleston, and Savannah for predominance as ports of entry 
and export. 

In Si;iuth Carolina, the city of Charleston found her trade 
languishing, particularly in her competition with Savanah. The 
Georgia port nourished as Lhe productions of fields and forests 
from the sand hills to the mountains moved to Hamburg on the 
South Carolina side of the Savannah River opposite Augusta 
for shipment to the coast by river boat. Wagoneers found this 
trip easier than the difficult roads through the soft sand of the 
fa!! line and the mud and marsh of the low country roads. Dro­
vers brought herds of cattle, flocks of turkeys, and even gaggles 
of geese on foot over the mountain trails from the West to Ham­
burg, the colonial-times Fort Moore. While Savannah enjoyed 
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the distinct advantage of a navigable river reaching into the 
imerior piedmont, Charleston's hinterland was limited to the 
comparatively short Ashley and Cooper river valkys. The only 
access to the interior of South Carolina was limited wagon 
service over the poor roads of the era. 

Charleston interests realii:ed their unfavorable competitive 
position and saw that immediate action was needed. Early, the 
Charleston merchants and bankers had supported the dforts of 
the state to open navigation to the interior by river 
improvements and canal~. By the late 1820's it was obvious that 
inland navigation to the interior by the Santee River system was 
no answer to the problem. Consequently, agitation began for 
the building of a railroad into the interior. This resulted in a 
public meeting in Charleston on August 6, 1829. After speeches 
from some of Charleston's leaders, the meeting adopted a 
resolution asking the legislature to direct that two surveys be 
made: one for a canal to connect the Ashley and Savannah 
rivers and the other for a railroad from Charleston to Augusta. 
From this beginning developed the South Carolina Railroad 
from Charleston to Hamburg which opened in October, 1833. 

The South Carolina Railroad did not bring the great flow of 
trade through Charleston that its promoters had anticipated. 
Almost immediately after the completion of the railroad to 
Hamburg, a campaign began to generate interest in and to raise 
money for the construction of a rail line from Charleston 
through Columbia and acros:s the mountains to Cincinnati to 
tap the products of the "Great West" -- Ohio, lndiana, and 
Illinois. After a charter was secured in South Carolina, the 
Charleston interests called a meeting in Knoxville with commis­
sioners from the Carolinas and Tennessee to discuss the 
possibilities of a trans-montane railroad. Led by Robert Young 
Hayne, then Mayor of the city and well-known for his recent 
nullification debate with Daniel Webster, the Charleston group 
and the representatives of states along the proposed right of way 
launched the Louisville, Cincinnati, and Charleston Railroad 
project.' However, jealousies and suspicions arose among the 



promoters, the national economy collapsed into sharp panics of 
1837 to 1839, and Robert Y. Hayne died in 1839. The railroad 
was not constructed.• 

In the early days of railroad construction there was intense 
cut-throat competition among towns, counties, states and 
regions. North Carolinians were reluctant to invest in or charter 
a railroad which promised s.ubstantial benefit to South 
Carolina. Georgia was even more hostile. For several years the 
Augusta city council blocked efforts of the South Carolina 
Railroad to bridge Lhe Savannah River or even to transfer 
freight cars across the river by ferry for further movement to the 
North or West. The Georgia legislature, as long as possible, 
blocked all construction of railroads connecting with other 
states. This jealousy and irrational competition, aided by the 
financial panic of 1837 delayed railroad construction in the 
South. This was perhaps one of the main contributing factors in 
her defeat in the War between the States (1861-1865). 

Evidence of this intense competition was no where better 
illustrated than in the attempts of the southeastern ports to tap 
the rich trade of the West. After the failure of the Louisville, 
Cincinnati, and Charleston project in 1839, the dream of a 
railroad to the West did not die. By the late 1840's cotton prices 
had recovered somewhat and the South Carolina Railroad Com­
pany attempted to renew interest in the project. However, there 
was little capital available and South Carolina promoters argued 
and temporized. Meanwhile, the Georgia legislature financed 
the construction of the state-owned Georgia Railroad from 
Augusta to Marthasvil!e which opened in 1845. A second road, 
the Western and Atlantic, was built from Marthasville to 
Chattanooga on the Tennessee River. Marthasville, renamed 
Atlanta, became a railroad centl"r with several roads radiating 
from it. The town grew as an important distribution and finan­
cial center among southeastern cities. It was so important by the 
1860's that General William Tecumseh Sherman's army 
destroyed it to interrupt the now of supplies to the Confederate 
troops in Virginia. 

'lnth<l!lll'<1h,Cclu111b,•10C,oc,00•11lin< w»ro111pl<1<d 



" 
Within South Carolina, the abandonment of the Louisville, 

Cincinnati. and Charleston railroad project for a line from the 
port ot the Great West did not allay permanently all hopes of 
realizing parts of the dream. The "Columbia Branch" from 
South Carolina Railroad at Branchville to Columbia opened in 
1842. In 1845 the legislature granted a charter to the Greenville 
and Columbia Railroad Company for the purpose of construct­
ing a railroad from Columbia to Greenville. The new company 
also had the power to unite with and become a part of the South 
Carolina Railroad Company. John Belton O'Neall, fifty-one­
year-old lawyer. former state senator, and chief justice, became 
the first president of the Greenville and Columbia Railroad. His 
perserverance, enthusiasm and integrity were major factors in 
the eventual completion or the railroad despite such difficulties 
as noods, panics, and ever-present financial strnits. 

A major early problem was detcrmining thc route that the 
Greenville and Columbia would follow. The 1845 charter 
authorized the directors of the company to select the route they 
considered best. As soon as the directors opened thc subscrip­
tion books for the purchase of stock, evcry village between 
Columbia and Greenville demanded that the proposed road 
pass through its area. Anderson, Newberry, Laurens, and 
Abbeville were the chicf contenders. Potential stockholders in 
these towns refused to subscribe if their wishes were not met. At 
one point it sei!med that Anderson, not Greenville, would bc the 
western terminus. The Greenville group, headed by Vardry 
McBee, opposed this vigorously. McBee doubled his subscrip­
tion for stock and other Greenvillians increased their subscrip­
tions provided the original plan with Greenville as the terminus 
was followed. These promoters threatened that if their demands 
were not met, the Greenvillians would cancel their subscriptions 
and put their money into another line which would be built by 
the newly-formed Greenville Railroad Company. Consequently, 
after much legislative and financial wrangling and numerous 
charter amendments, the final route followed generally the 
Saluda River from Columbia to Grei!nville as O'Neall and 



McB,:-e had insisted, with branches to Abbeville and Anderson.' 

The route decided, the officers of the Greenville and Colum­
bia opened the subscription books for potential stockholders. In 
the revised charter the state agreed aid in financing the project 
by matching dollar for dollar the amount raised by private 
subscription with bonds of the South Carolina Railroad held by 
the state. When this scheme failed to raise the money necessary, 
the Greenville and Columbia contracted a noating debt of 
SBOO,{X)() which it refunded periodically until the completion of 
the road in 1853. Eventually this mortgage issued to fund the 
noating debt was refunded with state-endorsed bonds. The 
Greenville and Columbia Railroad, with its branches to 
Abbeville and Anderson opened in December, 1853, the first 
railroad to reach Greenville and the first railroad 10 penetrate 
the South Carolina Piedmont.• Perhaps the arrival of the first 
railroad gave Greenville a head starL manufacturing which has 
not been overcome entirely to this day. The onset of the War 
Between the States, however, delayed full realization of the 
economic impact of the Greenville and Columbia. 

After the War Between the States it was necessary to rebuild 
the Greenville and Columbia.' Again the state came to the 
rescue of the financially distressed railroad by extending its lien 
on the property. Some S700,{X)() of state-endorsed bonds had 
been issued under the caption "Confederate States of 
America." These bonds were not legal after the collapse of the 
Confederacy. Therefore the state endorsed a new issue in 1866, 
bringing the state's interest in the road to $900,{X)(). When the 
Greenville and Columbia was forced into involuntary bankrupt-
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cy in 1870, the state treasury was repaid while private and in­
stitutional stockholders suffered tremendous losses. 

The Atlanta and Charlotte Airline Railroad (soon absorbed 
into the Richmond and Danville system) was Greenville's 
second railroad. Its first train arrived in the city of 1872. Both 
passenger and freight stations were at the end of West 
Washington Street within a few hundred feet of the present 
Southern Railway passenger station. The Greenville and Colum­
bia freight and passenger stations were at College Place off 
Augusta Road near Vardry Street, and there were no connecting 
!racks between the two.' In 1886, however, the Richmond and 
Danville leased the Greenville and Columbia for ninety-nine 
years. A connecting track was constructed from College Place 
station to the Richmond and Danville stations and joint use of 
the facilities at the end of West Washington Street began, 
although the old passenger station at College Place continued in 
use for a number of years. Through the Richmond and Danville 
system Greenville had rail connections with points between 
Washington and Atlanta, and through these terminals with both 
the West and the East. In the panic of 1893, the Richmond and 
Danville system went bankrupt but was reorganized in 1894 as 
the Southern Railway Company. The Southern brought under 
one management a conglomerate of existing Jines, some owned 
and others leased by the company. 

The Greenville and Laurens Railroad completed its line from 
Laurens to Greenville in 1886, with its first train run on 
September 8, 1886. This third railroad to enter the Greenville 
market became part of the Charlestson and Western Carolina 
which, in turn, became part of the Atlantic Coast Linc. Now it 
is a part of one of the ten major railroads of the nation, the 
Seaboard Coastline Railroad Company. 

The railroad known as the "Swamp Rabbit" which the late 
Franlt Hamblen described as "shorter than most but as wide as 



any" was 1he fourth railroad built into Greenville. The "Swamp 
Rabbit" was buih as the Carolina, Knoxville, and Weslern 
Railroad, later became the Greenville and Knoxville, and is now 
the Greenville and Northern. II has had an unct-rtain financial 
history which I have no1 documented. Since !he road has had 
only marginal impac1 upon the business life of this area, I made 
only a desultory effort to record its genesis. The original charter 
was obtained in 1902. In 1906 H. H. Prince, W. H. Patterson, 
and C. S. Morrison nled for a revised charter, increasing its 
capital stock.• The mos! interesting data regarding 1he Green· 
ville and Nonhern was given IO me by word of mouth, which 
may not always be in strict accord with the facts. 

The inimitable Norwood Cleveland says he remembers quite 
clearly when the Greenville, Knoxville. and Western was com• 
pleted to Marietta in 1893, terminating just in front of the 
Cleveland home. His story is that a ceremony followed similar 
to that enac1ed earlier by !he first trans·continemal railroad 
took place at Marietta •· a golden spike was driven into !he last 
tie. The lad who handed the spike to the railroad official was 
Norwood Cleveland! I would believe Norwood Cleveland im· 
plicitly but it seems incredible he was old enough to play such a 
role in 1893. However, tha1 is his story and who am I to deny it. 

The railroad remembered best as !he "P and N" was the fifth 
railroad to be built to Greenville and the only one which 
depended from the beginning on electricity for motive power. 
In the early twentieth cenmry James Buchanan, Duke's 
Sou1hern Power Company (now Duke Power Company) had a 
surplus of eleciric power. Southern Power Company had 1wo 
electric s1reet car properties, the Anderson Street Railway 
Company and the Greenville Traction Company. At this point 
some speculationis in order: seemingly, Southern Power Com· 
pany (ie, the Dukes), as the result of their experience with 
street car systems, saw an opportunity to use their surplus 
power for an interurban elec1ric railroad which could be 
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operated at very favorable terms competitively. For sure, on 
January 3, 1910, J.B. Duke, B. M. Duke, W. S. Lee, H.J. 
Haynesworth, Ellison Smyth, Lewis W. Parker and W. J. 
Thackston secured a charter for the Greenville, Spartanburg, 
and Anderson Railroad. The four million dollars of stock, less 
that held by the incorporators, was qulckly sold and construc­
tion began. The railroad, later renamed the Piedmont and 
Northern and now a part of the Seaboard Coastline Railroad, 
was constructed in two segments: a South Carolina Division and 
a North Carolina Division. Federal regulations prohibited the 
construction of a new interstate railroad which would substan­
tially parallel an e;,;isting road. The Southern Railway Company 
protested to the Interstate Commerce Commission that the pro­
posed interurban would in fact substantially parallel Southern's 
tracks. This view was sustained and the Interstate Commerce 
Commission withheld permission for an interstate connection of 
the two divisions of the Piedmont and Northern. The two divi­
sions did operate intra-state for many years but were not con­
nected into a single line. 

Seventy-five years ago when the Southern Railway Company 
and I arrived in Pickens County no one would have been so bold 
as to predict that my lire span would see the decline and demise 
of the new, romantic, powerful instrument that lent meaning to 
the statement "Westward the course of empire wends its way,'' 
The mighty steam locomotive yielded to deisel electric power in 
the post World War II years, at the time the most efficient and 
economical power source known. To the best of my knowledge 
only one steam engine operates on a main railroad in the eastern 
United States today. It runs on the Clinchficld Railroad be­
tween Spartanburg and Irwin, Tennessee, on occasional excur­
sion runs. Perhaps this is fitting for the Clinch field Railroad is a 
line that partially realized the old dream of Charleston 
merchants for a railroad from that city to the "Great West." 

But the railroads made their impact. Joseph Chamberlain 
Furnas expressed it well when he wrote: 

Thoreau.inhiscabinbyWaldenp0nd,rescncedtheinvasionofhis 
privacy when the railroad was cons1ruc1ed between Boston and 
Fi1ehbura;. How.:ver, lhe ucilement and romance of the rails pene­
traled hisretreal and he wrote: "'Therailroadchangedlife'stemp0. 



JOHN BROADUS WATSON, PSYCHOLOGIST 
FROM TRAVELERS REST 

MARY WYCHE BURGESS 

In 1913, a professor of psychology at Johns Hopkins Univer­
sity issued a clarion call for a new and objective science of 
behavior, diametrically opposed to the dominant introspective 
psychology of the day. He proclaimed that even the most com­
plex forms of learned behavior could be built up by using a 
series of conditioned reflexes, and that every response could be 
reduced to physiologial changes in nerves and muscles. When 
his theories appeared in book form in 192S, the New York 
Herald Tribune called it "perhaps .. the most important 
book ever written," and the New York Times declared, "It 
marks an epoch in the intellectual history of man.'' The title of 
the book was Behaviorism, and its author was John Broadus 
Watson, a native of Greenville and a graduate of Furman 
University. 

Today, Watson is once again receiving recognition as the 
originator of the theory of behavior modification, a field which 
has in the past few years made a quantum jump in the practice 
of psychology. Dr. B. F. Skinner of Harvard University, who 
recommends development of a technology of behavior that will 
enable us to solve the increasingly complex problems caused by 
physical and biological technology, says that it was Watson's 
theory which offered him a convincing way to study behavior. 
Watson's stimulus-response techniques in recent years have 
been expanded in very sophisticated ways. He is now becoming 
the object of numerous graduate theses and dissertations and at 
least two biographies are being written. 

The author of a 1956 article in Psychological Review (63:265) 
wrote: "Second only to Freud, though at a rather great 
distance, John B. Watson is, in my judgment, the most impor­
tant figure in the history of psychological thought during the 
first half of the century. Nor was his impact limited to the 
science of psychology." 

The American Psychological Association in 1957 cited 
Watson in these words: "To Dr. John Broadus Watson, whose 
work has been one of the vital determinants of the formal 
substance of modern psychology. He initiated a revolution in 
psychological thought, and his writings have been the point of 
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departure for continuing lines of fruitful research." 

In a history of the kindergarten by Evelyn Weber (1969), the 
author commented: "By his painstaking methodology and his 
complete discreditation of introspection as a procedure, Watson 
put new life into the child development movement .... His 
direct effect upon the kindergarten was to reinforce the impor­
tance of stimulus situations and to emphasize the significance of 
lhe child's early training." 

During the twenties and early thirlies, Watson had been a 
household word because of th-e many articles he wrote for 
popular magazines, expounding his lheories on child manage­
ment. He had been the subject of numerous articles, notably in 
the New Yorker (1926), the New Republic (1929) and Fortune 
(1936). But other psychological theories, especially 
psychoanalysis, soon supplanted behaviorism, and Watson was 
largely forgotten, especially forgotten in his native town. It is 
time to get acquainted with this eminent American. 

In one of the volumes of History of Psychology in 
Autobiography, Broadus Watson tells of his beginnings. He was 
born January 9, 1878, near Travelers Res,, his parents being 
Pickens Butler and Emma (Roe) Wa1son. The old Roe home 
still stands on the Roe Ford road and is presently occupied by 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Lake Thomas. The modest Watson collage can 
be seen near Slater Mill. 

He wro1e: 
My earlies! academic memorie'i, rdace chemselves to district 

schools in areas in South Carolina called Re,:dy River, White Horse. 
and Travelers Rest. From the age or si1t I uudsed two mile'i 10 
oneorano1herof1heseplaces. Al nineyearsofase I was handling. 
tools. hatr-solins shoes, and milking cows. At 12, I was a pretty 
fair carpenter. This manual skill has never lost its charm, and in 
the summer or 1909 and 19IO I buil1 a ten-room house from blue-
prims. 

In 1980, when I was 12 years of age. my family moved 10 Green­
ville. a villase of 20,0CJO 5,0uls. where I entered the public schools 

I have few pleasant memories of thes.e years. I was lazy. 
somewhat insubordinate and, so far &-1 I know, I never made more 



., 
than a passing grade. I used lO have a friend by the name of Joe 
Leach, with whom I boxed every time the te,1.cher left the room, 
until one or the other drew blood. "Nigger" fighting was 011c of 
our favorite activites. Twice I was arrested, once for "nigger 
fightinf' and the second time for shooting off firearms inside the 
ci1y limits ... I entered Funnan University in 1894 as a sub­
freshman, and stayed there fiv,e years, taking an A. M. instead of 
lll A. B. I earned my way for two yeas in the chemical lab as an 
a.1sis1an1. Linleofmycollegelifeinterestedmc ... I was unsocial 
and had fow close friends. The only real friend I had during my 
high school and college days WM George Buist In my senior 
year, I Wil.l the only man who passed the fin,1l Greek c:<.am. I did 
it only because l wcm to my room at two o'clock the afternoon 
before 1he exam, took with me one quart of Coca-Cola syrup, 
and sat in my chair and crammed until time for the exam next 
day .... My mathematics is equally poor. I would never have 
passed in the course if Professors [Marshall] Earle and [Love] 
Durham had not practically wrltten my exam papers for me 

A funny incident apparently made me decide to become a Ph. D 
in psycholoay and philosophy. Professor Gordon B. Moore in 
my senior year one day said in clMS that, ifa man ever handed 
in a paper backwards, he would flunk him. Although I had been 
an honor student the whole four years, by some strange streak 
of luck, lhandedinmyfinalpaperofsixteen pages in Civics back• 
wards. He kept his word. He flunked me and I had to stay another 
year, taking an A. M. and not an A. B. I made an adolescent 
resolve1hen1otheeffectthatl'dmakehimse!!kmeoutforresearch 
some day. (During my second year al Hopkin$, I received 
a lcucr from him asking to come to me as a research student. 
Before we could :mange it, his eyesight failed and he died a few 
years later). 

This failure of college to mean anything to me in the way of 
an education aave me most of my slants against college. Those 
years made me bitter .. only with the years have I reached a 
point of view to the effect that, until colleae becomes a place 
where daily living can be taught, we must look tolerantly upon 
colleae:uaplaceforboysand&irlstobepennedupuntilthey 
reach majority--thenlet the world sift them out. 

Mr. Ralph Hawkins of GreenviUe, a first cousin of Watson, 
had described a tragic incident of their youth. His brother 
Hampton Hawkins and Broadus Watson were about the same 
age and good friends. They were going to Chicago together, in 
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1899, and had hired a livery stable rig to take them out to 
Concrete school to bid farewell to a girl, Maud Cely. Because 
there had been a recent Negro uprising, Broadus told Hampton 
to take his pistol. As Hampton was loading it, the derringer slip­
ped out of his hand and he shot himself, dying three days later. 

Mr. Hawkins also noted that on Broadus's infrequent visits to 
Greenville thereafter, he seemed to "have grown big in his 
ideas." The scandal attendant upon his subsequent divorce and 
remarriage, plus Broadus's atheistic beliefs, made him 
somewhat persona non grata at home. Indeed, the mother of 
the slain Hawkins boy declared that she had rather have her boy 
dead than to be an atheist like Broadus. 

In the file on John Broadus Watson in the Furman library are 
comments made in recent years in reminiscent vein. 

Dr. Benjamin Eugene Geer in 1961 recalled him as "a non­
conformist in college and in later life. He explored theories and 
ideas for their sensationalism. His brother Edward was deeply 
religious and looked on Broadus as the black sheep of the fami­
ly." Edward married Miss Be!le Manly, daughter of a Furman 
president. 

Mrs. T. T. Goldsmith described him as a fine-looking man, 
highly thought of when he lived in Greenville. His mother, she 
said, was a leading Woman's Missionary Union worker. 

A Miss Lucile Birnbaum, researching her dissertation at the 
University of California on Watson and Behaviorism, theorized 
that his psychological formulations were nothing if not a 
"moral jeremiad on the perversity of human nature, which he 
means to bring under control." 

She explained her reasoning in this way: 
This non-conformist had almost an obsessive passion, over­

riding logic and scientific evldence, 10 prove 1hat 1he orthodox 
method nflearning to be moral by pain and punishment was not 
only scientific but the only way to bring about any social reform. 
That is, he reJected religion violently on a formal level and incor­
porated iton ascicntifick:vel. 

What Watson hated most was hypocrisy, and this, I think, is 



pa11i1lly1hebasi1ofhis1ejectionofreligionbcc1useitcondoned 
lhepsalm-singing.u.nclimonioltlohypocriteswho prayed on Sunday 
;ind were nol 11 all Chri>li.an the rest of the time. He himself in­
dicated that the 1echnique~ used by religious revivalists ,..,re very 
effec1ive. Heusedthcsesametcchniqucsinputtingacross Behavor­
ismaiathcoryinthe20'swhenhctookhiscasctopopularaudicnces 
acrosslhceountry. 

Now let us pick up our subject again as he was leaving for 
Chicago. He had graduated from Furman number fourteen in a 
class of twenty, and had spent the year 1899-1900 as principal of 
the Batesburg (S. C.) Institute trying to earn enough money to 
start his graduate work at the University of Chicago. At the 
university he worked as a janitor, waited on tables, and 
delivered books to a library on Saturdays: he also kept the white 
rats for a professor's experiments. He had to borrow the $350 it 
cost to publish his dissertation, but at the end of three years he 
had a Phi Beta Kappa key and a doctorate in experimental 
psychology. He stayed on as assistant in experimental and com­
parative psychology and as director of the psychological 
laboratory. 

His work with animals led him to conclude that both lower 
and higher animals learn exclusively by trial and error, without 
reasoning. The appointment in 1908 as a full professor at the 
Johns Hopkins Universiy gave him access to the finest ex­
perimental facilities in the country. During the summers he 
studied terns on Dry Tortugas island; monkeys and rats also 
were the subjects of innumerable experiments. In 1912, he 
began to publish his findings, mainly in Psychological Review, 
which he edited for seven years. He insisted that man "should 
be treated in psychology exactly as the animal is treated, to the 
extent of considering only what he does in a controlled situation 
and making no note of what the man himself observes or thinks 
during the experiment ... " 

The advent of the First World War sent him into the aviation 
section of the Signal Corps, where he worked on the release of 
homing pigeons from balloons and planes. Then he was sent to 
Britain to administer intelligence tests to aviators; shortly 
thereafter he was nearly court-martialed for his overly frank 



opinions on the efficacy of tests ,on equilibrium which consisted 
of spinning a man around in a ca_ge. His reaction to the army ex­
perience was charactedstically explosive: "Never have I seen 
such incompetence, extravagance, or such a group of overbear­
ing, inferior men." 

Returning to Johns Hopkins, Professor Watson examined 
newborn infants at two hospitals and concluded that heredity is 
a minor factor in man's actions. The only unlearned reactions 
of a human infant that he could discover were fear, anger, and 
love. He adopted Pavlov's term for learning, "conditioning." 

He published his theory in 1919 in a book called Psychology 
from the Standpoint of a Behaviorist. Reaction from fellow 
psychologists was immediate, and a fierce debate ensued. His 
opponents considered him to be an egotist, deliberately setting 
up his theory to place him in the leadershp of a psychological 
movement; others applauded his efforts to shed a bright light in 
the grey areas of subjective psychology. 

Watson defined Behaviorism as "the theory that the human 
being could be taught to be and to do almost anything; that per­
sonality and habits could be 'bui:lt in' by conditioning." Every 
response is guided by the presence or absence of a reward. 
Thousands of controlled experiments, both his and those of 
other psychologists, backed his theory. But in his exuberance 
and in his determination to take his case to the public, Watson 
soon went to extremes, announcing that he could train a 
youngster to be any kind of a specialist, from a physician to an 
artist, regardless of this talents, penchants, tendencies, abilities, 
vocations, or race. He incurred the wrath of women's groups by 
telling mothers not to fondle their children or give them too 
much attention. He blasted out at mothers who were excessively 
affectionate, thereby conditioniog the child to be emotionally 
unstable and dependent. For many years he wrote articles for 
the popular magazines of the day -- Harpers, Saturday Review, 
Collier's, The Nation, Good Housekeeping, etc. Among the 
titles were "How We Think," "Memory as the Behaviorist Sees 
It,'' ''Myths of the Unconscious,'' ''Weakness of Women,'' 
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"Can We Make Our Children Behave?" 

Watson made many important contributions to the specializ­
ed field of infant psychology; he did research in neurology, and 
studies on the effects of drugs. He founded the Journal of 
Experimental Psychology in 1915. 

It s«ms ironic that the advocate of controlled behavior 
should have met his nemesis in the form of a seemingly uncon­
trolled response to a social stimulus. The distinguished pro­
fessor, who had married Mary Ickes in 1904 and had two 
children by her, fell in love with one of his pupils. Rosalie 
Raymer, the daughter of a prominent Baltimore family. Mrs. 
Watson sued for divorce and the scandal hit the front pages of 
the New York and Baltimore papers. At the trial, the name of 
the co-respondent was carefully kept out of the testimony; the 
divorce was granted, December 24, 1920, and the professor's 
marriage to Miss Raymer lOok place the following day. The 
trustees at Johns Hopkins demanded Watson's resignation. 

So wrecked was Watson by the experience that he was on the 
verge of a breakdown. The academic world was closed to him. 
He had a brand-new wife and no job, no prospects. An advertis­
ing agency in Chicago offered him a job investigating the 
market for rubber boots on the shore of the Mississippi; after 
that, he sold coffee. Returning to New York, he took a job at 
Macy's selling groceries, but its object was to slUdy consumer 
psychology. He entered the advertising business, making glands 
sell toothpaste and conditioning housewives to all sorts of pre­
judices about ooff«. So successful was he in this new game that 
he became vice president of J. Walter Thompson, and later of 
William Esty and Company. 

On the side, he acted as a consultant for a study on behavior 
that resulted in a methodology for eliminating children's fears. 
He was still writing articles and publishing books. He had a 
beautiful home in Westport, Conn. He enjoyed his two hundred 
horsepower boat in which he cruised around Long Island 
Sound. He was fond of pound cake, bridge, farming, riding, 
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and highballs. He is described as a fine-looking man, medium 
tall and strongly built. His long-time secretary, Ruth Lieb of 
New York City, wrote of him as follows: 

Dr. Wacson enjoyed farming -- and I don't mean gardening 
He had a largevcgccablegarden of several acres. ate only tomatoes 
and corn himself but grew everything and made up baskets forche 
neighbors every week. 

Also he was a great builder. As a mauer of fact, he said "che 
i,eople who work wich their hands will not go out ofcheir heads.'' 
While ac Johns Hopkins he buih a summer home for his first family 
inCanada.ltwasachreestoryhouseanditwasagoodhouse. When 
he and his second family moved 10 Connecticuc. che archicect buih 
thehouse.Dr.Wacsondidallthebuildingsonthepropeny--garage, 
cool house, two-story barn with chree sialls for horses, an ai,anmem 
for the live-in farmer, and a big i,any room, lavatory and pantry 
on the second noor. This done on weekends and vac,uions. 

Miss Lieb also said that Dr. Watson was 100 shy to attend the 
meeting at which the American Psychological Association 
presented the citation noting his contributions. His son, Dr. 
William Watson, accepted the citation for his father. 

Watson's picture can be seen in the gallery of Furman Univer­
sity's Hall of Fame. His Alma Mater had bestowed the LL. D. 
degree upon him in 1919, si;,,; months before the big scandal 
broke. 

John Broadus Watson died in New York, September 25, 
1958. In his later years he had been received back into the 
academic community, which for many years had resented his af­
fluent success in the world of business. He had appeared in 
Who's Who in America at age twenty-nine, by far the youngest 
psychologist ever to have been so honored; he was dropped for 
a couple of years but reinstated with a twenty-nine line sketch in 
the 1926-27 volume. 

His successor at the University at Chicago, Professor Harvey 
Carr, lauded him in these words: 

I admired his tremendous energy and enthusiasm in boch work 
andplay,hisirrepressiblespirics,hisintellec1ualcandorandhonesty, 
and his scorn of verbal camoullage and inccllectual i,ussyfoocing. 
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He once remarhd 1ha1 it WilS p-ossiblc 10 write a psycholoa,y in purely 
objective 1erms •· staning with the simple renexes and proceeding 
to the more complex varie1ies of menial behavior. Here were the 
essential features of his Behaviorism long before he heard of Lhe 
work of Pavlov and Bectuerev. 

Today, wherever the origins or techniques of behavior 
modification arc discussed, the ghost of John Broadus Watson, 
late of Greenville, South Carolina, walks again.' 



TEXTILE HALL'S FIRST SIXTY YEARS 

Soon after 1he turn of the century, textile men of this region 
began talking about bringing to the South the textile machinery 
exposition then held in Boston. The Southern Textile Associa­
tion (ST A) discussed the idea at several meetings. The ball 
began rolling in early 1914 when STA formally invited thee"'­
hibitors to hold an exposition in Atlanta in 1915. Then 
Charlotte asked to be considered as exposition site. Decision on 
where the Southern show would be held was pending when the 
German armies marched into Belgium in August 1914. The guns 
of August shattered the dream; the exhibitors' committee aban­
doned the idea of a Southern show. 

But, as the initial war worries subsided, Greenville decided to 
seek the show. Spurred by local members of the Southern Tex­
tile Association, some fifty civic and textile leaders me! at a 
"dutch" dinner the evening of December 12, 1914, in the 
Chamber of Commerce rooms, with T. B. Wallace, superinten­
dent of Dunean Mills, presiding. 

Catch the navor of that meeting -- where in this small city can 
we hold the show -- J. E. Sirrine says he can clear his big draft­
ing room on South Main -- Edwin Howard offers to vacate his 
ofrice in Masonic Temple across the street -- 13 machinery and 
supply men agree to exhibit -- an e"'ecutive committee is elected: 
Robert F. Bowe, chairman; A. B. Carter, secretary; Edwin 
Howard, treasurer; Milton G. Smith, David Kohn, James H. 
Maxwell, J.E. Sirrine, J. H. Spencer and G. G. Slaughter -­
coats off, go to work. 

Arrangements were made for formal sponsorship of the show 
by the six-year-old Southern Textile Association, then headed 
by W. M. Sherard of Williamston, S. C. Other ST A officers at 
that time were Frank E. Heymer of Alexander City, Alabama, 
A. B. Carter of Greenville and Marshall Dilling of Siluria, 
Alabama. On the Board of Governors were Robert F. Bowe, 
and Alonzo Iler of Greenville, L. H. Brown of Kno,.,ville, C. L. 
Chandler of Rhodhiss, N. C.; F. Gordon Cobb of Inman; M. B. 
Clisby of Newberry; John L. Davidson of Chester; A. M. Dix­
son of Gastonia; D. R. Harriman, Jr., of Columbus, Georgia; 
J. W. Kelley of Pelzer; W. S. Morton of Dallas, Texas and C. 
P. Thompson of Trion, Georgia. 
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The Greenville group, formally designated as Southern Tex­
tile E;,,;position, Inc., mustered committees to atlend to a myriad 
or unfamiliar details. Milton Smith was chairman of education 
and welfare. David Kohn handled publicity; James H. Maxwell, 
transportation and hotels; J. E. Sirrine, hall and buildings. J. 
H. Spencer headed the machinery and supply department, and 
G. G. Slaughter the mill products depanment. 
Mr. Sirrine was able to obtain exhibit area far larger than had 
been anticipated at the first meeting. The Piedmont and North­
ern Railway was completin.g a three-story warehouse filling the 
south side or the 300 block of West Washington Street, and 
there the Southern Textile Exposition found its first home, a 
home to which it was to return in 1960 and 1962 when exhibits 
overnowed Textile Hall and its annexes across 1he street. 

The first show November 2-6, 1915, brought festive days -­
the 169 exhibitors took every square foot of available exhibit 
space. Te;,;tile men came from every Southern state and many 
from the North. Some mills closed down to let all hands go to 
the show. Some 40,000 people crowded in to see e;,;hibits, which 
in those days included displays by mills as well as machinery 
makers. On that first show morning Greenville's mill whistles 
shrieked, bells rang and stirring music came from the First Regi­
ment Band, South Carolina National Guard (Williamston) as 
the doors opened for the first Southern Textile Exposition. 
Hour-long band concerts preceded the morning openings Tues­
day through Saturday, and exhibits were open each evening un­
til 10 o'clock. Following the closing hour there was dancing at 
Dukeland Park and Cleveland Hall. On Wednesday Furman 
University fomballers played Presbyterian College at Mills 
Park. Greenvillians, then as now, opened their homes and their 
hearts to e;,;hibitors and visitors. The Southern Textile Associa­
tion met concurrently at the now-vanished Ottaray Hotel, and 
among the speakers were Mayor C. S. Webb, Governor Richard 
Irvine Manning, Captain Ellison Alger Smyth and a young Con­
gressman from Aiken, James F. Byrnes. 

In remarks welcoming 1he STA visitors to Greenville and the 
Southern Textile Exposition, A. B. Carter ennunciated the 
philosophy that continues to guide Textile Hall: 

E~posilions are the timeke-epers of progress. They record the 



GlffENVILLECOl.ll'HY IJISTORICAL.SOCIETV 7' 

advanccmem, they stimulate the energy, emerprise and intellect 
of the people, and quicken human genius. They open store-houses 
of information 10 the student. Every te~tile show, great or small, 
has helped 1osome onward step. 

Comparison of ideas is always educational and, as such, instructs 
thebrainandhandofman. 

Exposition Week was an unqualified success, and led lo a 
more formal organization dedicated to perpetuating the show 
and providing for it a permanent home. Bennett Eugene Geer 
was elected president of Southern Textile Exposition, Inc. with 
Ellison A. Smyth as vice president, Edwin Howard as treasurer, 
G. G. Slaughter as secretary and these directors: W. P. Ander­
son, A. B. Carter, F. Gordon Cobb, J. M. Davis, John A. 
McPherson, J. E. Sirrine, T. B. Wallace and Z. F. Wright, all 
from Greenville excepl Davis and Wright, who were from 
Newberry. 

The building of Textile Hall, an exhibition building, was the 
first task at hand. Week after week the executive committee of 
the organization met to reporl progress on raising funds for the 
erection of a Textile Hall. Contributions were made in amounts 
of $50 to a rare $1,000 in exchange for token shares in Southern 
Textile Exposition, Inc. With S49,500 in hand and a mortgage 
for the remainder of SI 30,000 cost, construction of the Hall on 
lhe north side of the 300 block of West Washington Street 
began in 1916 and was rushed toward completion for the 
Second Exposition December 10-15, 1917. The building was 
ready in time although work on the back wall was not complete 
and cold winds whistled around a protective tarpaulin hung 
there. The Greenville boys tiad accomplished what many of 
their colleagues elsewhere said was "crazy - impossible." 

Colton magazine, now Texiile Industries magazine, was in­
spired to comment: 

The kickers kicked. The knockers knocked. The ravens croaked 
that 1heshow would fail. 

But theGreenvilleboysworkedsteadilyon, until today they have 
complctedabuildingthatisafittin11monumemtotheirindumy-­
mute evidence of what the proper cooperative spirit can accomplish 
when suitably inspired. 
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What kind of town was this Greenville of the nineteen-teens 
that could overcome the timidity engendered by a World War, 
could sec opportunity and challenge where bigger cities perceiv­
ed insurmountable obstacles, and could move cooperatively to 
create an institution whic:h remains unique sixty years later? 
A. D. Asbury asked, and answered, the question in an article 
written for the Greenville News in October 1962: The 1910 cen­
sus had listed Greenville's population as 15,741 and the 
1915-1916 City Directory estimated a population of 34,000 in 
the immediate vicinity. Names of those then in local government 
still awaken memories: John B. Marshall was mayor, R. M. 
Dacus, R. l. McDavid, L. H. Cary, D. W. Ebaugh, J.B. Rasor 
and C. B. Martin, were aldermen. G. F. League was clerk and 
treasurer, C. P. Ballenger was city engineer, Richard F. Watson 
was recorder. Wilton H. Earle was the County's state senator. 
The city had 9 banks with combined capital of $1,115,000, 5 
hotels or "reasonable facsimiles," 8 automobile dealers, 12 
blacksmiths, !3 stables, and 3 harness shops. There were 11 cot­
on dealers and 29 mill offices. The school system had 3,500 
,upils enrolled under 65 teachers, and a budget of $45,000 per 
1ear. Chicora College was still in existence, and Furman Univer­
sity had 230 students and a faculty of 12. South Carolina then 
ranked first in the textile industry in the South and was second 
only to Massachusetts in the United States. The industry then 
had 33 million spindles and was to reach a high of 38 million 
spindles in 1925, thereafter, dwindling to today's 19,000,000 
spindles as international competition and per-spindle produc­
tivity increased. 

The Second Southern Textile Exposition, the first in Textile 
Hall, had 189 exhibitors occupying 28,250 sq. ft. of exhibit 
space. When the show closed, many immediately applied for 
space in the Third Exposition, scheduled for the fall of 1918. 
War conditions made the 1918 show impossible, but as soon as 
the Armistice was signed "an unprecedented demand came 
from all parts of the country" for the greatest possible speed in 
arranging the third Exposition. This was held May S-10, 1919. 
The work of managing Textile Hall and preparing for the bien­
nial shows had become more than volunteers or part-time 
clerical help could handle. In 1920, W. G. Sirrine an attorney, 



was elected president and treasurer !O direct the work. The 
Fourth Exposition took place in October, 1920, and others 
followed biennially in the fall of the years through 1932. 

Early in the Twenties, the Board of Directors decided to sur­
render the business charter of Southern Textile Exposition, Inc. 
and to re-organize as an eleemosynary corporation. This move, 
in 1923, was approved by the stockholders, who surrendered 
their equity. The practical effect was to transfer ownership of 
Textile Hall to the public, in whose interest a self-perpetuating 
Board of Directors, serving without remuneration, holds title 10 
the Corporation property. The Directors operate it for the 
public welfare under a 1923 State Charter authorizing the Cor­
poration to hold expositions "for the encouragement and 
development of spinning, weaving and the invention and 
manufacture of machines and devices related thereto to ac­
cumulate and disseminate information relative to the textile in­
dustry; to advance and encourage the cause of religion, 
literature, science and art." The Corporation is exempt from in­
come tax under provisions of Section 501 (c) (6) of the Revenue 
Act of 1954 and under Section 65-226 (4) of the 1962 Code of 
Laws for South Carolina. The Corporation does pay City and 
County property taxes. In brief, Textile Hall has no stock and 
no stockholders. No portion of income may inure to the benefit 
of an individual. Income over expenses may be used only to 
retire debt or to improve the facilities. In this connection, it is 
noteworthy that the Board's careful and prudent supervision of 
the Corporation's affairs has provided Greenville and the textile 
industry with a 444,000 square foot exhibit center and parking 
area of 3,500 cars at a total of less than $4,500,000. 

But back to the chronological record. 

Through the Twenties the Southern Textile Exposition con­
tinued to grow in size. In 1926 a steel annex was constructed, 
replacing earlier temporary showtime structures. The general 
strike in the textile industry in 1934 caused postponement of the 
show scheduled for that fall; instead of housing exhibits, the 
Hall became a barracks for troops of the South Carolina 
National Guard, summoned to active duty to protect mills 
against the goon squads roaming out of the strike's center in 
Gastonia, N. C. The postponed 1934 show was held in April 
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1935, and succeeding shows in April 1937, March 1939 and 
March 1941. The war in Europe was much on the minds of tex­
tile people in 1941. England, to which the American industry 
has always had close ties, was being ravaged by Nazi bombers. 
The 1941 show's traditional dance for exhibitors was lUrned in­
lo a benefit for Bundles for Britain, under the chairmanship of 
Mrs. Ellison S. McKissick, and a London fire marshall was a 
featured guest. Then came Pearl Harbor, American concentra­
tion on winning World War II, and seven showless years; very 
difficut times for an organization dependent upon the Exposi­
tion income for the cost of maintaining its buildings. 

The first post-war show was considered for 1946, but mills 
and machinery manufacturers were hustling to meet ac­
cumulated demand for civilian goods, and an Exposition that 
years was found not feasible. 

Planning for the 1948 Exposition wenl forward under chang­
ed conditions. Many old-timers were gone, or retiring from ac­
tive business life. Memories of the great shows of the Twenties 
and Thirties had faded. There were new faces, new firms, new 
concepts. Many among the traditional exhibitors wanted the 
Greenville show abandoned; its locale switched to a bigger city 
with better facilities and more ample housing. The finances and 
fam of the situation were such that the Board could, in good 
conscience, have thrown in the towel. But management and 
directors held firmly to the conviction that the industry needed a 
Southern show and one in the industry's Southern center, 
Greenville. They were determined to go down fighting, if go 
down they must, but not to quit. 

Lack. of support from major machine builders presented great 
difficulties as the task of re-assembling the corps of exhibitors 
began. The burden of his years prevented Mr. Sirrine from 
carrying the active work load, but Miss Bertha Green ably 
assumed the direction of the show. She had served since 1923 as 
secretary of the Corporation and Mr. Sirrine's chief assistant in 
show production, and was to go on to win an international 
reputation as director of the Exposition from 1950 through 
1970. Miss Green's persistence in re-enlisting former exhibitors 
and interesting new ones made the 1948 Exposition the success 
on which the later shows were built. 
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In 1950, the Corporation's directors named Mr. Sirrine chair• 
man of the Board and persuaded James H. Woodside to 
become president and treasurer to handle the business affairs of 
the Corporation, to which he had been advisor on insurance and 
other matters for many years. Miss Green was given full respon­
sibility as director of the Expos.ition. 

Then began Textile Hall's own race for space: for e;,;hibit 
space to meet the incessant and increasing demands of would-be 
exhibitors, and for housing s.pace for the textile men who 
poured into Greenville by the thousands to see the machinery 
they needed to modernize their plants. By 1960 Mr. Woodside 
had directed an expansion program which gave Textile Hall 
seven anne;,;es of its own and showtime occupancy of two leased 
areas, including part of the Piedmont and Northern Railroad's 
aging warehouses in which the Southern Textile E;,;position had 
been born. Even so, there was not enough space for several hun­
dred exhibitors. The site of the original Textile Hall had been 
ideal for its day: on the streetcar tracks, across the street from 
Piedmont and Northern's interurban railway station, a few 
blocks away from the depot of the Southern railroad and the 
yards. where Pullman cars had slept hundreds of Northern 
visitors during their show visits in the Twenties and Thirties. 
However, the time had come for new buildings on a new site. 

The site for the new Te;,;tile Hall was equally felicitous for the 
new air and automobile age: adjoining Greenville's Downtown 
Airport, one block from the bypass highway loop circling the 
city and two blocks from Interstate 385. By the mid-1970's the 
airport had handled as many as 106 show-connected aircraft 
movements in one hour, and appro;,;imately 7,500 executives 
commuted into the airport during show week. 

Planning for the new Hall proceeded along with preparations 
for the last Exposition downtown. In mid-1961 the writer 
resigned the editorship of a national business daily to become 
executive vice president of the Corporation and assist in the 
expansion program planned by the Board. 

The 1962 Southern Te;,;tile Exposition filled the 123,000 sq. 
ft. of the old Hall and its. annexes and listed 416 exhibitors from 
30 states and nine countries. 



Within days after the show's close, final preparations for the 
show's new home were underway. De1ailed projections of 1he 
Exposition's probably financial future encouraged Liberty Life 
Insurance Company to undertake the financing of the project, 
for which there was little precedent, since vlrtually all exhibit 
halls in the United States have been financed by government 
bond issues, with additional taxation to support the operating 
deficit common to such enterprises. Without the faith in Green­
ville and in the character and judgment of the Textile Hall 
Board demonstrated by Francis, Herman, and Calhoun Hipp 
and their associates at Liberty Life, the new Hall could well 
have been an unrealized dream. 

The J. E. Sirrine Company, engineers-architects for the 
original Textile Hall, worked furiously through the winter and 
spring of 1962·1963 to translate Into working drawings the ideas 
Mr. Woodside had accumulated for a decade and the sugges­
tions drawn from a survey of the exhibitors. General supervi­
sion and considerable input on cost-saving approaches to the 
construction came from the Board's Building Committee of 
Charles A. Gibson, chairman; Robert S. Small and W. Harrison 
Trammell, Jr., men experienced in the construction of millions 
of dollars worth of textile plants and alert to opportunities to 
save dollars without sacrificing objectives. 

The massive job of site preparation began in April 1963 and 
by late summer the Yeargin Construction Co. had the building 
columns out of the ground. As construction progressed on the 
150,000 sq. ft. structure, exhibitors' response to Miss Green's 
promotional work was so overwhelming that two expansions 
totaling approximately 45,000 sq. ft. were proposed, approved 
and effected. Even so, more than 100 firms could not get exhibit 
space. 

At 8:20 a.m. Monday, October 12, 1964, as exhibitor person­
nel swarmed into the building and thousands of textile men 
waited for the 9:00 a.m. opening came the sound of an 
explosion - lights went out and machinery came to a halt. 
Hearts sank, but within fifteen minutes a Duke Power standby 
crew had replaced a defective oil fuse whose failure had tripped 
the protective switchgear. 
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That Twenty-Third Southern Textile Exposition was a re­
sounding success, with 480 exhibitors from 29 states and 11 
countries and visitors from 45 states and 35 countries. The suc­
cess was almost too resounding - the exhibitor of a Belgian 
loom stepped up the picks per minute toward dose of each day 
producing a noise compared to "the devil beating the ket­
tledrums of Heir' and an actual sound measurement over 125 
decibels; the threshold of audible pain. There were numerous 
requests to segregate the looms. This, coupled with the unlilled 
demand for exhibit space, prompted decision to construct a 
60.000 square foot "loom room" and additional lobby for the 
1966 show. 

While th.is new space was under construction, the Hall's main 
building was transformed into a giant assembly hall seating 
22,000 for the Billy Graham Crusade in March, 1966. 

The 1966 Exposition listed 589 exhibitors from 32 states and 
12 countries, and 37,858 visitors were logged. Again, there was 
too little space to accomodate all exhibitors. 

On the last day of the 1966 show officials of the American 
Textile Machinery Association (ATMA) requested immediate 
negotiations leading to the concentration of United States tex­
tile shows in Greenville. The ATMA shows, similar in nature to 
the STE but with a higher percentage of machinery, had been 
held in Atlantic City in 1950, 1954, 1960 and 1965. During this 
time the textile industry was continuing its long migration to the 
South; new mills were being built in the South, seldom in the 
North, and more than three-fourths of the textile production of 
the United States had concentrated in the Carolinas and 
Georgia, with Greenville at the center of this textile belt. 
Transportation to Atlantic City from the South was not of the 
best, and the shows there were meeting resistance from textile 
executives. Tentative discussions had been held with ATMA 
over the preceding ten years bul no meeting of the minds had 
appeared possible. During that same period, oflicials of 
CEMATEX, the European association of seven national 
associations of textile machine builders, had explored with Tex­
tile Hall the integration of the Greenville shows into a world 
cycle. 

The time was ripe for action. The Board's executive commit-
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tee directed staff studies of alternate solutions to the overall 
situation and their potential effect on the Hall's financing and 
operations. A special meeting of the Board authorized formal 
negotiations and set guidelines. The weight of negotiations was 
undertaken by W. F. Robertson, chairman of the Board's show 
committee. Months or discussion on policy and on implemen­
ting detail resulted in an ATMA - Textile Hall agreement in 
1967 under which: 

- new machinery for processing fiber, yarn and fabric would 
be shown every four years in Textile Hall under co-sponsorship 
of ATMA and Textile Hall, with Textile Hall solely responsible 
for show management. 

- all other machinery needed by the mills, and auxiliary equip­
ment, products and services would be shown every two years in 
a reduced continuation of the Southern Textile Exposition 
under Textile Hall's sole sponsorship and management. 

• the 1968 STE would take place in its old form. 
- the first of the co-sponsored American Textile Machinery 

Exhibitions would be held in 1969. 

Applications for this l!J69 ATME were issued in the fall of 
1967. By late November it was apparent that the show would be 
the largest textile machinery show ever held in the United States 
and that many of the world's leading manufacturers could not 
get space. The Textile Hall board acted swiftly and decisively to 
create more space, authori.zing the rush construction of an addi• 
tional 100,CMXl square feet. Low bid on the project was $250,000 
over budget, presenting the Building Committee with its 
toughest decisions to date. including whether to attempt to save 
for community service use an 18,CXXI square feet clear span 
"auditorium area at cost of S35,000 or to meet he project 
budget." The temptation to save the auditorium was 
unanimously resisted. Building Committee Chairman Gibson 
designated Mr. Trammell., a professional engineer, as technical 
liaison to work with the staff and J. E. Sirrine Co. to adjust 
building plans to budget, an objective achieved after several 
weeks work. Construction of the 100,000 square feet new wing 
was underway when the last of the old-style STE's made its bow 
in October, 1968, with 638 exhibitors and an attendance, strictly 
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regulated, of 45,632. 
Greenville had become accustomed in the middle "Fifties" to 

overseas exhibitors and show visitors, but the 1969 American 
Textile Machinery Exhibition-International brought home to 
the community the realization that the one-time Textile Center 
of the South had become the Textile Center of the World. More 
than half the show's 295 exhibitors came from 16 countries. Of 
the show's 32,661 visitors, 3,324 were from outside the United 
States from 56 countries. Many of the show's foreign exhibitors 
had established American subsidiaries in the Greenville­
Spartanburg area, which also had become dominant in domestic 
machinery production following location of Saco-Lowell's main 
plant at Easley in the middle Fifties. 

The new-style STE in 1970 was a success, with 748 exhibitors 
and attendance of 16,896 during a period of deep textile re­
cession, but left the textile executives on the Textile Hall board 
feeling that all was not right with the textile show picture; they 
felt the mi!ls wanted to see everything together - the whole ball 
of wax. 

in 1966, Mr. Woodside had become chairman of the board, 
limiting his concern to the general supervision of the Corpora­
tion's officers and finances and the writer had succeeded him as 
president and treasurer. Early in 1971, Miss Green had retired 
after long and distinguished service as director of the STE's and 
in the fall Mr. Woodside retired as chairman of the board, but 
continued as a director emeritus to give advice and counsel at 
the insistence of the directors. Mr. Robertson, the new chair­
man of the board, and Mr. Gibson, his successor as chairman of 
the show committee, led discussions and staff studies that were 
to result three years later in a new format and cycle of textile 
shows. 

Meanwhile came: 

• the 1972 STE with 745 exhibitors from 13 countries and at­
tendance of 24,690 from 36 countries. 

- the 1973 ATME-I with 339 exhibitors from 16 countries and 
attendance of 33,757 including 4,929 from abroad, a show 
generally acclaimed as the best textile show ever held in the 
United States. As so often in the past, the 1973 show had 



presented problem of too little space, which was solved by erec­
ting three 10,250 square foot geodesic domes on concrete pads 
outside the new wing. J. Robert Ellis; who joined the staff in 
1967 and became executive vice president in 1969, served as 
director of the show. 

- ITEX-74, International Textile Exposition, new name 
chosen for the Southern Textile Exposition, to better reflect the 
international character of the show. !TEX in its first and last 
appearance had 777 exhibitors from 17 countries and atten­
dance of 20,726 from 40 countries. This was the last of the STE 
lype shows. 

In February 1974 Textile Hall and the American Textile 
Machinery Association reached agreement on a new format and 
cycle of show meeting the expressed needs of the mills and hav­
ing the further advantage of reducing the number of shows in 
which manufacturers would need to participate to display effec­
tively their new technology. Under this format and cycle there 
will be: 

- In 1976, an exhibition for the machinery, auxiliary equip­
ment, supplies and services the mills need for the weaving, knit­
ting and finishing processes. This show will be repeated at four 
year intervals, in 1980, 1984, etc. 

- In 1978 an exhibition for the machinery, auxiliary equip­
ment, supplies and services required by the mills for the 
manufacture of fiber, the processing of yarn, the production of 
nonwoven goods, and for general plant engineering and 
maintenance. This show will be repeated at four year intervals, 
in1982,1986,etc. 

The sixty years of Greenville textile show history have seen 
vast changes in textile technology - from belt-driven power 
transmission to the incorporation of micro-computer electronic 
"brains" into individual machines; from a general attendance 
by the public to a highly restricted audience of management, 
engineers and operating executives; from a show of regional im­
portance to one as important to textile executives on the far side 
of the world as to Greenville's textile leaders. 

But, through the years the textile industry has not been the 
Hall's sole concern. Until Memorial Auditorium opened in 
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I 958, the old Textile Hall served as Greenville's civic 
auditorium, the scene of concerts, lectures, dances, commence­
ment exercises, banquets, and basketball games. The new Hall 
affords room for activities requiring large areas and operates as 
complementary to Memorial Auditorium, not competitive with 
it. So long as health service authorities thought needful, the Ha!l 
offered free space for and co-sponsored the South Carolina 
Health and Science Fair. Until Heritage Green became actuali­
ty, the Hall was the home of the Greenville Arts Festival. 

Other activities include: 

- sponsorship of the Boat Show, now one of the largest in the 
Southeast. 

- BESSE, a business equipment, supplies and services exposi­
tion which will make its bow in September in cooperation with 
the Administrative Management Society. 

- Holiday Fair, a giant community bazaar produced by the 
ladies of the Textile Hall staff, with craftsman, church and com­
munity groups offering their handicrafts for sale. 

- sponsorship of the International Trade Club for western 
South Carolina. 

- maintaining an interpreters/translators register which lists 
more than 125 individuals here proficient in languages from 
Arabic to Urdu. 

- maintaining an inquiry service on textile matters. 

Work is now underway on establishing in the Bicentennial 
Year an American Textile Hall of Fame to honor individuals 
and firms whose contributions to development of the industry 
might otherwise be forgotten. 

The shows and the other activities involve the thought and 
work of more than the Corporation's Board and staff, continu­
ing to reflect the community spirit which in the beginning made 
possible the organization and the physical facilities. As textile 
show time approaches hundreds of businesses and thousands of 
individuals begin to do their pan: homes are opened to visitors, 
work schedules are re-arranged to improve services - all the 
town takes part and takes pride in response to a challenge, just 
as it did sixty years ago. 
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Olll£CTOflS0FTEXTILEHALLC0RFOMATION 
(With tltc yur or lbeir cl«tio■ l 

1915 

Robtnf.Bo­
A. 8, Carter 
EdvrinHow..-d 
Da,id Kohn 
J&mt1Muwell 
J.E.Sifri.Y 
O.G.Slt\l&hter 
Mlllo11G.Smnh 
J. H.Spmccr 

191' 

W, P. A.ndenon 
ODrdon Cobb 
B. E. Gt-er 
F. E. Hrymcr 
E. A. Smyih 
T.8.Walllct 
t. f. Wri&hl 

l"1 

J,M.Duis 
John A. McPhrr1on 

"" 
JobnW.A.rrinaton 
w.w.c111,1 
J.f.G,Jlivan 
A111uJtW.Smitl\ 

IHI 

W.O.Sirrmt 

'"' 
Don.aid Coffl,r 
l.oben I. cnJ«m 
8.8.Gouctt 

,,,. 
Cawn J. Calloway 
R01er o,~1, 
Gec1J1cH Lanier 
Caster Lupton 
Vic101 M. Mont1omuy 
S. f. Paucu.on 
NormtnPo" 
L. W. Robtn, Jr. 
fredO.Tyt,r 

1917 

Hnm.an Cont 
H. R Fi1z1r11ld 
H. A. li1on 

,.,. 
W.E. &tauic 

,.,. 
TinnmanChtth.am 
Spen,ccrlovc 

1,n 

Samuel M. Bc111ic 

,,,. 
R. E. Henry 
T. M. MvchL"lt 

"" 
C.E. Haith 

"" 
11.idwdW,ArriTt&ton 
W.S.Montiomery 
CiOl)l'1cM.Wri11\\ 

Alan Sibley 
Earle lit. Stall 

,,., 
Sydney Bruce 

Harold It Tumfl 

,.,, 
w. H. auul, 
Ernut P111ton 

19'9 

L. O. Hammet! 
E. S. McKiulct 
f W.Symmn 

,, .. 
hmu H. Wood~idc 

"" 
Jol\nW.Nrinalon,Jr. 
W.W.P11c 

"" 
Char\u E. Daniel 
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T. L. Thomason, Jr. 

1973 

James 0. Barbee 
J. L. Lanier, Jr. 
John E. Re-eves 
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J. Ar1hurPhil\ip,, Jr. 
Wi\liamL. Hallford 



ROLE OF THE APPALACHIAN COUNCIL 
OF GOVERNMENTS IN 

HISTORICAL RESTORATION 

G. RANDAL HAITHCOCK 

In order to give an idea of the role the South Carolina Ap­
palachian Council of Governments has undertaken in the area 
of historic preservation, I want to vllk around three spheres of 
Council of Governments historic preservation program ac­
tivities and then give you some idea of the role the Council of 
Governments secs for historical societies in developing the 
historical resources of the region. 

Council of Governments' activities in historic preservation 
date back to 1970 when the South Carolina "Department of 
Archives and History began its preparation of a statewide 
historic preservation plan. In looking around for the best way to 
prepare this comprehensive plan, which identifies capital­
rcsourccs-nccds in historic preservation and sets priorities on 
public capital improvements of historic places, the Department 
of Archives and History decided to contract for this work with 
the the regional planning districts including the South Carolina 
Appalachian Council of Governments. In February, 1971, I was 
hired by the South Carolina Appalachian Council of Govern­
ments to prepare the inventory of historic places. At that time, I 
asked all the historical agencies in the six counties of 
Appalachian South Carolina for their assistance. This society 
responded by appointing a research team led by Mrs. Mildred 
Whitmire. She and Mrs. John Oiarlcs, Miss Josephine Cureton, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Gilreath, and Mr. John McDavid, surveyed 
over a hundred historic places in Greenville County and con­
tributed over Sl,500 worth in-kind service to the financing of 
this inventory. In addition, Mrs. C. B. Dawsey, Mr. Joseph H. 
Earle, Jr., Mr. Norwood Cleveland, Mrs. T. Charles Gower, 
Mr. Thomas lnglcsby, Miss Katherine Jones, Mrs. Joan B. Lit­
tle, and Mr. Sam Zimmerman surveyed additional sit~ or pro­
vided valuable information that upped Greenville County's in­
kind contribution to SI ,600 of the S7 ,000 total in-kind contribu­
tion needed from the six-county region as a whole in order to 
finance the inventory phase. 
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When this inventory was completed, the Department of Ar­
chives and History decided to contract the planning phase 
through the regional planning councils. The South Carolina Ap­
palachian Council of Governments again called on the fourteen 
historical organizations in the six-county region and asked each 
to name a representative to a Historic Preservation Task Force 
which would develop a preservation philosophy, analyze preser­
vation problems, and set priorities for development of historic 
places. Greenville County organizations sent Mrs. Mildred 
Whitmire and Mr. Charles Thomas to this Task Force. On the 
basis of recommendations by the Task Force a 172-page plan 
was completed and approved in June 1972 by the South 
Carolina Appalachian Council of Governments. 

Since the approval of this plan, it has been necessary to 
restructure the committees of the Council of Governments in 
order to deal more effectively with the recreation, historic 
preservation, and tourism development activities of the Council 
of Governments. This process was completed in October of last 
year when the new Leisue Resources Committee had its first 
meeting. Sub-committees had their first meeting in November 
to deal with problems in tourism development, recreation 
resources, and cultural resources including historic places. The 
Leisure Resources Committee is now engaged in a comprehen­
sive leisure resources planning process which will update the 
1972 Historic Preservation Plan as a part of a more genera! 
Leisure Resources Plan which should be completed by July, 
1975. 

In order to understand the context of Leisure Resources Plan­
ning, let me briefly describe the overall organizational structure 
of the South Carolina Appalachian Council of Governments. 
First and al the top of the structure of the South Carolina Ap­
palachian Council of Governments organization is the Council 
itself: a 42-member body of people from the six Appalachian 
South Carolina Counties -- Anderson, Cherokee, Greenville, 
Oconee, Pickens, and Spartanburg· of which twenty-one 
members are local elected officials -- delegation members, 
county council members, Mayors or Council members -- and 
the remainder are appointed by local elected officials. The 
Council of Governments members from Greenville County are: 
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(I) Representative Nick Theodore, (2) County Councilman 
Mack A. Ashmore, (3) Mayor Sam Forrester of Mauldin, 
(4) City Councilman Vardry Ramseur, Ill, (5) S. Welton 
Smith, (6) Former Congressman Robert T. Ashmore, (1) Dr. 
Robert Williams of Greer, and (8) Mr. Ralph Anderson. 
At the second organizational level of the South Carolina Ap­
palachian Council of Governments is its technical and citizens 
committees. There are eight technical and citizen committees 
which have input into the policy making process in the fields of: 

(1) education, (2) leisure resources, (3) regional planning 
and economic development, (4) rural development, (5) hous­
ing, (6) public safety, (7) resources for the aging, and (8) coor­
dination of human resources services. 

In addition to these committees there is the South Carolina Ap­
palachian Health Council and its staff which functions as the 
technical advisory commiucc for health programs for the Coun­
cil of Governments. Finally, the Council of Governments has its 
own staff which arc provided solely for assisting the Council of 
Governments and committees to accomplish their mission which 
is to strengthen local governments and to get greater local 
governments. 

But why should a body like the South Carolina Appalachian 
Council of Governments continue to be interested in historic 
preservation? Why is historic preserva1ion a concern of local 
governments? This leads to a consideration of preservation 
philosophy. In the 1972 Historic Preservation Plan, the Council 
of Governments agreed with the Historic Preservation Task 
Force when it said: "The most fundamental aspect of historic 
preservation is its value in preserving and maintaining a com­
mon memory of the paSl among the divergent views of local 
history of the individual citizens." 

Preserving historic buildings when done faithfully to the 
original material of the structure destroys many cherished 
legends about the opulence or in some cases about the poverty 
of the "good ole days." I remember the first time I saw Mon­
ticello. I had seen the Biltmore House many times before and I 
guess I expected Monticello, the home of Thomas Jefferson, 
our third President to rd1ect the same sort of late nineteenth 



century elegance. At firs1 I was a lillle disappoin1ed, !hen I 
began to sense 1he clarity of vision which is renec1ed in Jeffer­
son's classical design that is missing from the Vanderbilts' man­
sion which draws 1idbi1s from here and 1here and 1urns ou1 more 
fantaslic than visionary: lhe medieval looking dining hall, lhe 
Spanish leather bedroom walls, and the collections of anwork 
and furniiure that renect the image of American industrialists 
collecting the best of European culture. Jefferson's house by 
contrast places European culture in a new conte;,;t and allempts 
to define a distinctively American culture. In comparing the two 
buildings one senses the massive shift in American outlook that 
occured in roughly one hundred years. I sensed a new awareness 
of the changes that the self-understanding of America's elite, if 
you will, went through as a result of 1he industrial revolution. 
Finally after I saw Monticello I went to see the James Monroe 
house and imagine my surprise. Monroe was less visionary man, 
a very practical man in the ordinary sense of that word. His 
house consequently is more "ordinary" without auempting to 
disparage it, than Jefferson's. And in the comparison between 
Monticello and James Monroe's house I saw the tension be­
tween the Jeffersonian vision and American reality at 1he mm 
of the eighteenth century. My images of that period of history 
were completely shifted and I began to sense the humanity, the 
radically mundane aspec1s of life in that lime. A similar ex­
perience happened when I visited Walnui Grove in Spartanburg 
County. I had expected a house that had all the signs of 
roughing it on the frontier. And I found a simple house 10 be 
sure. Bui within that simple house were a number of items that 
showed that the Moores were very civilized and renected late 
eighteenth century culture. These shifts in percep1ion are what 
we are out to crea1e in historic preserva1ion. 

I think 1ha1 the Task Force showed a critical insight when they 
designated 1he giving of objective content to 1he community's 
common memory as the most fundamental function of historic 
preserva1ion in a local community. This insight opens a whole 
cultural area which is necessary to the life of the community, 
essential to the community life as much as the economy of 1he 
community or the water system or the churches are to the com­
muni1y. In short historic preservation aids in articula1ing 
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the story without which our community would not be a com­
munity. Furthermore, I am convinced that the story a com­
munity tells to itself about itself is more crucial to the future of 
that community than any sort of economic planning, govern­
mental modcrniwtion, land use planning or what have you. Let 
me give an example. Have you ever visited or lived in a com­
munity that told itself a story something like "We're just a little 
old mill town." Have you seen what happened to tha{ town? 
You know that chances are that that town will stay "a little old 
mill town" until the mill leave~ which is just catastrophic for 
that town, or until they invent a better story. 

There once was "a little old mill town" that had at one time 
before a war been a resort town for summer visitors from other 
areas. One day the leaders in this town decided that that "little 
old mill town" was the Textile Center of the World. They decid­
ed, I mean /hey decided that that "little old mill town" was the 
Textile Center of the World. Now there wasn't the sort of objec­
tive data that said that ninety percent of the world's textiles were 
made in that town or anything like that. And there were 
probably as many textile mills in some town overseas as there 
were in this town. And the neighboring towns sort of gave this 
town the old ha-ha and that sort of thing. Even some of the 
leaders of the town weren't so sure. Some of them nearly chok­
ed on their words so that it came out at first like "This Town is 
the Textile Center of the South." But years passed and guess 
what? This community woke up one day and discovered that 
they had an International Textile Exposition every year and that 
not only were there ordinary textiles being made but also syn­
thetic textiles and even textile machinery. But my story doesn't 
end there. After a hundred years the citizens of this town looked 
back and tried to discover how they got to be the Textile Center 
of the World. They looked for textile mills and found a few 
small thread mills had been there a hundred and seventy-five 
years ago and then came larger and larger mills until there was 
the magniflcient industrial -complex they saw around them. 
Then they looked at other towns in the vicinity and they saw lit­
tle thread mills becoming larger and larger mills until there was a 
magnificient industrial complex, and they began to ask 
themselves, "Now, just how did this little old mill town become 
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the Textile Center of the World?" Then they looked into the 
future and they say that more and more textiles were being made 
in new nations overseas and they began to be afraid. How much 
longer could they be the Textile Center of the World? And then 
they looked back into the past again and saw that their town 
could have equally been the Vineyard of the World, or the 
Automobile Capital of the World, or the Resort Center of the 
World and they began to ask themselves "Now just how is it 
that this community can contribute to human civilization?" 
And they say that this was the question all along. Here my story 
must end because the leadership of this town has not decided 
what its role will be in the Twenty-first Century. But I am con­
vinced that this decision will rest as much on the story that this 
community tells itself about its history as on market forecasts. 

In this context historic preservation provides the artifacts, the 
raw data, and the legends (I) which provide basis for the sym­
bols, the epics, and the stories which make local community life 
exciting, (2) which allow the citizens of the community to ap­
preciate the history of their community as their own history, (3) 
which improve the quality of life by giving meaning to the every­
day events and by placing these in valid geographical, social and 
historical context, and (4) which allows every person in the com­
munity to create the models for the future of the community by 
tapping the humanity and wisdom in the past. Historical 
organizations have unique possibilities for dealing with their 
communities in this kind of depth, and at the same time main­
tain the avocational nature of historic preservation. Such an ap­
proach keeps alive the support of people who are involved in 
historic preservation as a hobby and yet involves them in signifi­
cant programs and projects which change their perspective. 

Strong local preservation programs such as those on in 
Charleston, Pittsburg, Annapolis, or Savannah involve the 
economic, the cultural, and the political dynamics of preserva­
tion. The economic dynamic deals with raising money, financ­
ing, developing the resources for programs and preservation 
projects. In this six-county region this function is most effec• 
tively institutionalized in organizations like Anderson Heritage, 
Inc. and the Foundation for Historic Restoration in the 
Pendleton Area. The cultural dynamic includes the educational 
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process as it relates to historic preservation. Involved is 
someone learnina in a societal con1ut about local history or 
mc1hods of re$eard'1ing local history or preservation techniques 
or preservation philosophy. Anywhere a community aniculates 
its story, tells about ~ic events, celebrates its past, preserves 
artifacts and buildings, then the cultural dynamic within historic 
preservation is operative. At a more so level whenever you Stt a 
community carrying on or rcappropria1ing past patterns of rela­
tionships between the generations, or family structure, or the 
organization of social roles form past patterns of organitation, 
yo:.i are seeing the cultural dynamic of historic preservation ao­
in1on. The historical sodctycan be the st1uc1urc throush which 
this happens when its potential is realittd. 

The political dynamic has to do with planning and de11elop­
ment of historic places, structuring state and federal laws and 
local ordinances to promote his1oric preser11ation, actin& as 
applicant for fNeral funds, and 011ersceing the priority setting 
process. In this si11-counly region this mi&hl be seen as the func­
tM>rl of county-appointed historic preservation commissions. 
Howe11er, there is a great gulf between the human story waiting 
to be preser11ed and the actions required of historical societies, 
foundations and commissions. What is needed to brid1c that 
aulf is a system of tactics throuah which the historic prescr\la­
tion dynamic can become a part of day 10 day community life. It 
starts with a committed leadership. The most committed arc the 
professional pcrSOns v,hether paid or not who giYe 1heir whole 
lives to prescrvins historical data ·- these: arc technical resources 
and the core of leadership. Next arc those who articulate the 
community's story•- the historical research groups -- and those 
who develop practical bricks and mortar methods of 
preservation - the amateur and professional archi11lsts, 
curators, prescr11ation craftsmen, financial wizards, 
archeologists, fund raisers, and prcscr11ation contractors. 
Impact proj«ts may be restora1ions, historical programs, 
celebrations or v,hatevcr. They arc what lt1.s the community 
know their story a,nd the unique perspective such projects can 
bring to general community problems. A secondary function of 
impact projects is recruitment of the troops needed to ac­
complish preservation programs and projects. 



GREEr,IVllLECOUNTY NISTORICALSCX:IETY ,. 

The key to identifying potential impact projects is the 
regional, state, national, and international historic preservation 
organizations to which your society belongs. Your society 
already participates in the historic preservation program of the 
South Carolina Appalachian Council of Governments. le is also 
a member of the Confederation of South Carolina Historical 
Societies. The Society should be active in these organizations 
letting the COG Leisure Resources Committee know of your 
plans, programs and needs for assistance, and sending as many 
participants as possible to the annual Landmark Conference of 
the Confederation. There are national groups capable of offer­
ing additional assistance. The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation and the American Association for Stace and Local 
History are two key groups worth joining. As programs pro­
gress these groups can become outlets for new insights into 
methods of historical research and/or preservation methods 
which will allow the methods developed in local projects assist 
other historical organizations in their programs and projects. 
The interchange function of all these organizations is finally 
what gives them their power in assisting historic preservation 
groups. 

The third tactical system is demonstration projects. This is 
where new methods are developed which graphically illustrate 
for the community the wisdom of the work. 

The fourth tactical system is advanced training. Anyone 
serious about historic preservation needs to familiarize himself 
with the current methods of historical and genealogical 
research, caring for historic objects, preserving and restoring 
buildings. financing preservation and so forth. Many groups 
have seminars, training sessions, and other programs of advanc­
ed training. Resources are available to do similar sorts of 
advanced training right here in Greenville. 

Finally in discussing an effective model for historic preserva­
tion a word needs to be said about the planning methods for 
putting concrete content on the tactical systems and deciding the 
most effective institutional arrangements for holding the 
historic preservation dynamic. First, one must define how 
historic preservation activities are currently operating. A helpful 
way of doing this is to list out all the general problems of the 
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community then categorize problems into groups to see which 
problems affect different aspects of the historic preservation 
program. Once the problems and the operating context clear, 
examination of problems will make possible the definition of 
immediate goals toward s.olution of the central problem. A 
helpful way of doing this is to specify on a four year time line 
what problem immediately to be addressed and the two tactics 
to be used each year to move the situation along. Finally, the 
leadership must not move until commitments of time and 
resources and schedules where and when work is to happen are 
secured. Then historic preservation becomes a reality. 

Now the method I have sketched should be familiar because it 
is used implicitly in any decision that is ever made. Where it 
becomes a useful tool is when the assumptions, goals, and tac­
tics are made explicit and judged as a total system in light of 
their effectiveness. The question for a historical society is not 
"What programs would be nice to have in the next year?'' but 
"What programs need to be presented in the next year in order 
to create public support for histQric preservation and an 
awareness of our community's story?" 



THE ACADEMIES 

MARION M. HEWELL 

The Piedmont section of South Carolina, along with the rest 
of the thirteen states, underwent trying times in the years im­
medately after the Revolutionary War. It was probably almost 
the beginning of the nineteenth century before the establishment 
of any schools in the area, other than an occasional "old field" 
school started in a convenient vacant log cabin by some itinerate 
minister or schoolmaster. However, in the lower part of the 
state, some progress was made as the South Carolina Society 
and the Winyah Indigo Society of Georgetown were chartered 
to start schools. In 1787, the Mount Zion Society of Winnsboro 
organized and opened a school which has had the longest con­
tinuous life of a school in the state, now being the Winnsoboro 
High School. The following year education societies were 
established in Camden and Cheraw. In the upcountry early 
schools were the Fairforest Academy established at Union and 
the Mount Bethel Academy in Newberry.' 

The most noted early academy which attained almost national 
recognition for its age was the upcountry academy of Moses 
Waddell. This young Presbyterian preacher of Scotch-Irish 
parentage graduated from Hampton-Sydney Virginia College in 
1792.1 In 1795, he visited the Calhoun settlement in Abbeville 
where he fell in love with and married the daughter of Patrick 
Calhoun. Shortly thereafter, he opened the Vienna Academy in 
Abbeville District where young John Caldwell Calhoun became 
his student at the age of thirteen. The fame of the academy 
grew, and Waddell later moved to Willington in the same 
district. There it had its greatest period of service with a student 
body of some one hundred fifty boys who boarded with the 
neighbors and attended the academy. Among his students, John 
C. Calhoun went on to Yale and became South Carolina's most 
famous son of the nineteenth century, while George McDuffie 
became Congressman and governor of the state, and James 

~=~~-=~~~:~!::S~:::l~::.~ 
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Pettigru emerged as one of the intellectual leaders of the state. 
His graduati:-s achieved reo=ognition in the lc-ading universities of 
the North, Calhoun being the first of many. 

Meantime, over thc-stale, some progress in education was be­
ing made. General Thomas Sumter and Richard Furman adver­
tised on May 4, 1786, thal the seminary of learning designed for 
Statcsburg was open and that the gentleman who would preside 
brought remarkable testimonials from America and Europe.' 

In lhe early nineteenth century some attempts were made 
state-wide for free school systems, beginning in 1811. Due to in­
sufficient appropriations and lack of supervision, little progress 
was made until after the War Between the States. Looked down 
upon by the well-to-do and not accepted by 1he poorer families. 
these free schools were called pauper schools in derision and 
made little if any progress.• 

In our home district of Greenvilk-, in a little village of 400 
population, a movement was started in the eighteen-teens to 
form some academies. As a historian notes: 

Very liuk was done toward educating 1he youth or Greenville for 
many years afcer it became a village. ln Che homes or 1he more 
weallhy, private tmou were employed to inslill lhe rudiments, and 
an occasional young man was sem away co one or lhe Northern 
colleges,bu1noeffor1seemstohavebcenmadeuncitlSl7orl818co 
eslabllsh anything in the nalure of a public ~hool. But so much 
as:;ocia1ionwl1hchecuht1reandrerinemenl which poured into the 
communicyduringthesummerturned chethoughtsofthevillagers 
lo education; and abouc 1818, a rew of the leaders among them 
unde11ook1osccurebyp.-ivacesubscriptionenoughmoneycobuikl 
twoacadem.ies,one for the boys and one for the girls.' 

William Bullein Johnson, who was to be the first principal of 
the Female Academy, said "the suggestion of several wealthy 
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summer visitors decided the villagers to erect the academics."' 
Thus, in 1819, Greenville was to start its first community ven­
ture in education. Forty-nine public spirited citizens of the com­
munity subscribed approximately $5,000.00 to build two brick 
academy buildings. Subscribers contributed amounts from 
$500.00 down to as little as $3.00 for this purpose. With this 
amount subscribed the leaders approached Vardry McBee re­
questing that he donate a site.' In August 1820, Vardry McBee 
deeded to Jeremiah Cleveland, William Toney, William Young, 
John Blassingame, Spartan Goodlett, and Baylis J. Earle, thirty 
acres of land adjoining the village for the purpose of 
establishing the Greenville Male and Female Academics.' In 
1821. these seven and Thomas G. Walker were named trustees 
in the charter obtained from the legislature. 

A most interesting record of these academics is found in the 
original minute book of the Board of Trustees covering the 
period of September 4, 1821, through December 25, 1854. when 
the academy lands were conveyed to Furman University.• The 
bylaws created a board of seven members, the board being self­
perpetuating with vacancies being filled by selection of the 
replacement members by those board members who were still 
active. Under the bylaws, the trustees were to meet every two 
months, and members were to be fined fifty cent! for missing 
meetings. If a member missed three meetings, he was considered 
to have resigned. The trustees appointed a standing visiting 
committee of two. According to the bylaws they were: "To visit 
them [the Academies] occasionally, and to attend the recitations 
of the scholars, to observe their deportment and progress, to 
watch over the management of the schools, they shall make 
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report of their observaticms to the board at each meeting and 
suggest such regulations as they deem expedient."" It appears 
from subsequent minutes, however, that this visiting committee 
was rather remiss in its duties since they frequently reported that 
they had not visited between the meetings. Thus, beg.an the 
Greenville Male and Female Academies of Greenville. 

The trustees, under the arrangement, faced a very difficult 
problem in that they were trustees for the school buildings but 
had no power to levy any taxes. le appears, therefore, that in­
come for keeping up and enlarging the schools had to be derived 
from subscriptions, and the minutes of this period denote nine 
separate campaigns for subscriptions for specific purposes. 
Children of the subscribers were allowed co attend the school by 
paying only the tuition fees, while the trustees established an en­
trance fee of one dollar per quarter charged to the children of 
non-subscribers.'' The trustees, by resolution, maintained that 
any person who in the opinion of the board should contribute 
something to the academies must be required to become a 
subscriber for that purpose. Thus, these trustees operated the 
schools on the basis of .subscriptions, entrance fees of non­
subscribers and the proceeds from an escheated property within 
the county. The minutes, however, reFkct but one occasion of 
escheated property during the life of the academies. In effect, 
the trustees einployed the principal and teachers of the 
academies who could use the buildings free of charge and whose 
compensation consisted of tuition fees of their students. 

Accounting for entrance fees was a constant source of friction 
between the trustees and the teachers as the teachers often failed 
to turn in a written report of entrance fees collected. There are 
several references in the minutes of requests made to the prin­
cipal for an accounting. The trustees also fac~d. the problem of 
keeping up the property. One device was to require students to 
pay for damage to the property. One resolution in the minutes 
on this subject reads: 



Resolved chat any scholar in eiiher bran-.h of che atademy commi\· 
1ing any inJury to Che buildings. such as the breakin1 of glass, de­
facing ctie walls, or any species of damage co 1he buildings, or 1ables 
or5ea15foruseofctle5chools,isliabletoalinefullyequal1orepair. 
chefine5hallbelaidac1tiediscreCionofchetrus1~s." 

The academies early attracted students from out of town. 
William B. Johnson, the first principal of the Female Academy, 
who has sometimes been called "the father of female education 
in South Carolina.·· came to Greenville at the invitation of the 
trustees in 1823 and served as principal of the Female Academy 
until 1830. This outstanding Baptist minister was born near 
Charleston, received a classical education. read law but never 
practiced, and was converted to the Baptist faith in 1804. Prior 
to coming to Greenville, he was chaplain of the South Carolina 
College, helped organize the First Baptist Church in Columbia 
in 1809 and helped build its first building in 1811. He helped 
found the South Carolina Baptist Convention and served as first 
president. Later he founded the Johnson Female University in 
Anderson, South Carolina." While here, he helped found the 
Greenville Baptist Church, later renamed the First Baptist 
Church. 

Early in the life of the academics there was attracted to the 
Male Academy one of the foremost citizens of Greenville of the 
nineteenth century when Benjamin Franklin Perry entered the 
Greenville Academy in 1823." In his Reminiscences, Perry 
states that he decided "to read the Iliad and pursue mathematics 
and natural philosophy under the Rev. Mr. Hodges." Here he 
joined with George F. Townes, Randal! and Theodore Croft, 
Elias Earle, William Thompson and others as students of the 
Greenville Male Academy. 

Of the Greenville academies Robert Mills wrote in 1826: ''The 
education of youth has latterly been very much attended to. 
Two academies, one for males, the other for females, have been 
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established in the vil\agc of Greenville, and are not only well 
supported but have very able teachers."'' 

Apparently, there was friction from time IO time between the 
principal, the teachers. and the trustees, not only over entrance 
fe(!s but also as to the use of the property as well as its upkeep, 
necessary repairs and who was to make them. Also criticism of 
the teachers and principals by the public from time to time re­
quired the trustee mediation. Basically, however, in view of the 
problems and difficulties, these academics served their purpose. 
By 1836 it became necessary to change the tuition charges, and 
the trustees voted to increase the tuition for the lower branches 
from S2.50 to Sl.00 a quarter.,. In addition to playing the tui­
tion charges, the parents had to purchase the textbooks for their 
students in the academy. Various merchants sought this 
business. E. R. Stokes, who operated a book and stationery 
store, advertised that he had all the school books used in the 
Greenville academics, as well as stationery and drawing supplies 
and paper." J. Powell and Company advertised that "we are 
now receiving a great variety of school books bought expressly 
for the use of the Greenville academies, together with music, 
musical instruments, paint boxes, camel hair pencils, slates, 
slate pencils, bristol board, drawing paper, velvet sample cloth, 
quills, ink, paper, etc."" 

Discipline was very strict in those times and corporal punish­
ment was permitted but the minutes renec1 only one instance of 
a serious disciplinary problem. It appears that one of the 
studcncs had been suspended for improper conduct by the prin­
cipal, Mr. Lr.ary, and the minutes state: 

Theuuscecsinquiredinco1hefac1softhecascandconduded chat 
he should be reinuated and chat Mr. Leary be reques1ed to make 
suchrema1ks1osuchs1udenc,also,totheotheroneengagedinthe 
dirficuhywi1h him, as he mlghl chink fie. Jc was then resolved ''!hat 
any studem of chis insti1ucion who shall be sttn with any warlike 
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weapon (other than an ordinary pocket knife) shall be instantly 
suspended bytheprindpal."" 

It sc-ems that co-education did not work well, although the 
students wicre in separate buildings. In 1837 the trustees deemed 
it desirable that the !ands belonging to the academies should be 
equally divided between the Male and Female departments. At a 
subsequent meeting, this equal division was reported and the 
board passed a resolution that Mr. Leary be authorized to close 
a road running between the Male and Female Academies by 
running a fence across it if he chose to do so." 

By 1838, total enrolment of the academies was sixty-five boys 
and forty-four girls, and it was apparent that an additional 
room would be needed at the Female Academy. The trustees 
authorized the enlargement which was subsequently reported on 
August JO, 1838, as having cost $289.77." 

It appears from the record that some of the children 
developed the habit of going to the shopkeepers of the village 
and obtaining credit for certain items which were not authorized 
by their parents. Consequently, on January 8, 1839, the board 
passed the following resolution: "On motion, it was ordered by 
the board that the secretary give public notice to the merchants 
and shopkeepers in the village requesting them not to credit 
pupils at the academies without an order from the teaeher, 
parents or guardians."" 

For many years the students of the academies celebrated May 
Day with the selection of a Queen and a full day's program. A 
brief account of the May 3, 1839, program is as follows: 

This annual festival was honored bytheyoungladi<:50ftlteGreen­
ville Female Academy, in a manner beautiful and appropriate. The 
Queenandlterat1endan1nymphs,allfreshandlovely3..1thenowery 
chaplets which they wore, at an early hour gathered in one fairy 
assembly al the academy, where lite Queen W3..! enthroned, and 
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wonhily she bore the sceptre of roses. Not Victoria, nor Queen of 
anyearthlyrealmcouldboascsuchsubjects;anempirewhere, from 
the royal head herself co the humblest of her train, all was bright 
and joyous and happy. To witness such a scene, onemighl easily in 
imagination deem himself in some fairyland where the grosser vesciges 
or mortality have entered noc, or in some garden of the fabled 
Elysium. The deligh1ful music with which they were favored by some 
genclemenofchevillage, was calculated to add to theswttl illusion 
whkhsuchancxhibilioncouldproducc. Such music, softly sweet in 
Lydianmeasuresfellupontheear"lhathearingands,ghcbochdranl< 
indelighc."Norwastherewantingchematerialluxuryofcake, fruit, 
ct cetera, to refresh and gratify lhe "mortal mixture of earth's 
mould"lnchepcrsonsofchespectators. 

From the academy, the Queen and her train, followed by a pro­
cessionofthesludentsoftheMaleAcademy, with numerous spec­
tators, marched co the B-aptisl Church to hear the imeresting and 
appropriate address of lhe Rev. E.T. Buist delivered on the occuion 
Theyoungladiesthenreturnedtocheacademyandspcntlheevening 
in social interroursewnh the numerous friends who were invited to 
meetlhem.Musicandchedanceprolongcdchcproceed1ngsun1il1en 
o'clock in 1he evenlns, ac whkh hour all retired 10 dream of the 
de\igh1fu\amusementsoftheday.Thep0e1ryrepeatedbytheQueen 
andherallendantswillbefoundintheordcrinwhichitwasreciced." 

Affairs at the school rarely went smoothly. On July 7, 1840, 
Major E. D. Earle reported from the Visiting Com­
mittee:" .... Said the Male Department was going to his en­
tire satisfaction. . . Spoke in high terms of the new !eacher, 
Mr. Stewart .... Said che Female Department appeared to be 
well conducted as far as the recitation of lessons were concern­
ed but there might be some improvement in the arrangement, 
order of deportment and personal neatness of the pupils." 
After deliberation of the report of the Visiting Committee, !he 
board instructed Major Turpin to "address a kind and respect­
ful note to Mr. Hallenquist inviting his actention to the 
importance of strict discipline and particular regard to the 
personal neatness of the pupils."" Things, however, continued 
not to work out to the satisfaClion of the trustees as to the 
Female Academy. Thus, on November 2, 1841, they passed a 
resolution to get a new principal for the Female Academy, even 
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though Mr. Hallenquist had not resigned: "Resolved that the 
prosperity and welfare of the Female Department of the Green­
ville academies demands that the trustees shall forthwith adver­
tise for a principal to take care of that department. The 
secretary was directed to send Mr. Hallenquist a copy of the 
resolution and advertise in the Mountaineer and any other two 
papers he might think proper."" He did subsequently resign, 
however, and it was November, 1842, before they elected Miss 
Charlotte Payne principal for the Female Academy." 

The courses of study at the two academies in 1844 and tuition 
fees were most interesting, as listed in the minutes of the board: 

The following rates of tuition for the next year was established by 
the board in both ins1itu1ions for the quarter; 

Orthography, Reading, Writing and Arithmetic• SJ 
The above with English Grammar, Geography and History, Comp0-
sition • S6 
The above with Natural History, Natural and Moral Philosophy 
NaturalThcologyandMoralSeienec-S7 
The above with Amonomy, Chemistry, Rhetoric, Bo11ny, Logic 
and Belles Leures - S8 
The above with ancient languages, use of the Globes and Mathe• 
ma1ics-Sl0" 

It appears that Mr. Leary resigned as principal of the Male 
Academy about 1838, but almost ten years later Mr. Leary was 
re-elected and stayed with the academy until the Male Depart­
ment was discontinued shortly after the corning of Furman 
University in l852." However, the Female Academy continued 
to give problems to the trustees. Rev. Gailliard resigned from 
the Female Academy in 1850, and after continuing trouble in 
l851, the board resolved that the Female Academy, together 
with furniture and apparatus, be rented to a suitable person." 

After the coming of Furman University to Greenville with its 
very fine preparatory department under the guidance of 
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Professor Peter C. Edwards and Charles Hallctte Judson, and 
the resignation of Mr. Leary on November 16, 1852, the Boys 
Academy closed. The trustees, however, continued to operate 
the Female Academy. Apparently, however, faculty jealousies 
arose and several resignations arc noted in the minutes. ' 0 

In June 1854, the South Carolina Baptist Convention broach­
ed the idea of establishing a Female College in the city and the 
citizens of Greenville expressed a real interest in this proposal. 
On June 23, 1854, at a called meeting of the board a resolution 
was offered by Benjamin Franklin Perry to transfer the 
academy lands to the Baptists for this purpose saying in part: 

The Furman Universi1y has en1irdy overshadowed 1he Male Acad­
emy and almost dcs1royed 1he :i-hool, nor is there any prospect for 
a change for the bener in the conditions of these schools, the one 
having at this time only ten or fifteen pupils and the other not as 
many,whilcthepropmyiswor1hfif1eo:nortwentythousanddollars, 
and whereas, there is now a prospect of having a female college 
located in our village which will entirely supersede the necessity of 
!he female academy. Thai the whole community here has expressed 
adesiretosecure1helocationofthepropo~dkmakcollegeinour 
vi11a11eandsubscribedaverylargesumofmoneytoeffect thispur• 
pose. Two-thirds of the citizens over the age of twenty-one have 
petitionedthetrusteesoftheacademies to transfer the lands and 
buildin11stoaidinthesecuringof1hiscollege,andtheori11inaldonor 
of1helands,Mr.VardryMcBeehimselfhasunitedin1hisapplication 
tothetrusteesandsubscribesonethousanddollarstothccollegepro­
videdthetransferismade ... andlikewise1oadvancethecauseof 
fcmalccducationbysuhstitutingacollegeforanacademy,believin11, 
thattheacademycannevernourishagainwithoutendowment and 
thatthelandsaretoovaluabletobekeptforsuchpahryschools. 
Provided, however, 1here is an e~pressguarantee by the said Baptist 
Society that a male and femalecollegeshallalwayshe kept Dy them 
in the village of Greenville where boys and girls may learn al! the 
ordinaryhranchesofeducation usuallycau11,ht in male and female 
academies: therehy, carrying out strictly the original design of the 
donoringivingtheacademylandsaswellasaccomplishingthepur­
poseof1hevoluntuycontributors for theerection ofthe buildings 
themselves.'' 

The board took up the resolution at a subsequent meeting in 
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July, and seven trustees voted for the resolution with 0. F. 
Townes and T. M. Cox voting "no." Basis, however for the 
minority vote was advanced by G. F. Townes and T. M. Cox as 
follows: 

First,btta1.1st1MydonotagrcclhaitheacadM1ieahaYeceasedto 
answer tM P\lfpo« or 1Mir esrablishmen1. lllld 1hal in fact, said 
academies. ~" durinJ 1he p1~1 Jail, ha.d ffllere4 ln 1han about 
100 pupils, mak and remU<e. Q01wi1h1u,ndina 1M a,d~e,x inRumce 
qainM thtl'II durin1 the prnenl ~a, and the)' are or 1M opinion 1ha1 
theMaternentsinthereJOlutionoftheboardarembiakeninfaC'ts; 
~cond, b«auw they reaard the proceeding of the board u a brU<:h 
ofthetru$1 repowd in all 1hetrus1ecsand aviolationofthecharter 
of incorporation under which they hold their app(lintments: Third, 
because they are particularly oppoxd to surrenderin& property and 
interest in whleh the whole community is interuted, aaainst the 
feelinas and wlsha of a respectable minority of the eititens, to a 
religious denomination: Fourth, bccau5etheyd01tOI think it con• 
sistent wilh the ori1inal trust, the charter of incorpora1ion, the 
conS1itu1ionof1hes111eand1hecustomsof1hecoun1ryloforcean 
unwillin1 eonuibi.ltion of any portion of lhe ~ni1y 10 1he p11r• 
poses or llll)' reli&)ous dmomimuioti and 10 sub;«t our rililtn5 and 
01i1inU subscribers 10 1he 11eadcmies ... 11,o may obj«-t 10 pa11oniu 
any pa,1icular 6momlll11ion.al sdloo, be i1 a lbp1i~ Khoo'. or any 
othu, and chey do not qree 1ha1 a BaptiM or 01her Omomln.ation.11 
school alone ..,ill i1thfy 1he wants aDd wuhes of a larl( portion of 
this community who now ha~ a common interest and privik&e in the 
academic, ... MCaux the proposed transfer will utin1uish the 
male school of the academies and sain no other in ii, pla~. The Fur• 
manUniversityhavinabecnlongsinceestablishedinthetownandis 
destinedtobekeptondifferentpremises,thetransferwouldthere• 
fore extinguish 1hemale part oftheschoolandsubsiituteentirelya 
difrerenttrustindifferenthands. They1lsosuqestth11thedonor 
of the lands or 1tie academies cannot be considered u oi:cupying a 
more authori111i~ ri1h1 to rontrol the de»ination or 1he academies 
than 01htT eon1ribu1on of an equal or larger arnouni of money Of 
othetpr()l)tny." 

Termina1ion of the Greenville academies is evideoced by 1he 
re.solution of December 25, 1854, whk:h was stated: ''The objeci 
of the meetina was co sian a deed makina a transrcr of the 
academy lands to the trustees of the Furman University under 
the decree of the courl of equity and in accordance with an act 
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of the legislature passed at the last session. "" Thus ended 
Greenville's first school, the Male and Female Academies, with 
the feeling that the Baptist colleges with adequate preparatory 
departments could more adequately serve the students of the 
town, and that without some method of endowment, the 
academies could not continue co exist, especially in view of the 
competition with thC5e new schools. 

As soon as the resolutions were duly passed and deed 
prepared for Furman University, a notice by Dr. James P. 
Boyce appeared in the Greenville papers stating that the share to 
be raised by the Greenville District for the Female College 
would be S25,000. The notice listed a committee of twenty-five 
with Vardry McBee as chairman, and includes seven former 
members of the Board of Trustees of the academies; F. F. Beat­
tie, Col. E. S. Irvine, Major 8. F. Perry, T. B. Roberts, Thomas 
M. Cox, J. W. Brooks and Dr. A. B. Crook. It appears that 
Thomas M. Co)( who cast one of the two dissenting votes with 
reference to deeding the academy lands to the college had 
changed his position and was now willing to cooperate fully in 
the establishment of the Baptist Female College." 

With the closing of the academies, however, a number of 
private schools continued. A school for girls was announced in 
1859 under the guidance of Miss Redfern, while on the same 
date, an announcement appeared that "the undersigned will 
open a school for boys the I Ith of January 1859 in the basement 
noor of the Presbyterian Church . . a strict attention and 
unremitting industry will be bestowed upon every student. 
Signed - James H. Carlisle."" It appears from this notice that 
possibly Dr. James H. Carlisle who later became famous at 
Wofford College, operated a Boy's School in Greenville. Also, 
Dr. Gailliard, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, set up a 
school called the Gailliard School, and notice of the end of its 
first session listed eighty-five pupils and three teachers other 
than the principal, Dr. Gailliard. This school was located on 
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Pendleton Street near Green A"enue and trustees were listed as; 
T. Edwin Ware, W. K. Easley. T. C. Gower, J. F. Kearn and 
W. P. Price.'" 

Also, on the eve of the War Between the States, Miss Eliza 
Powell, in the newspapers, thanked her patrons for the use of 
her school." About the same time, Mrs. William Young opened 
a Female School at the stone house rive miles above Greenville, 
teaching "English, Oriental painting, wa;,,;work, leather work, 
etc."" 

At the beginning of the War Between the States, in 1861, Fur­
man University dosed its doors, as practically all the students 
who were members of the University Rines joined the Con­
federate Army. 19 Furman had no students for the year 1862, and 
was closed for the duration of the war. Of the remaining faculty 
members who had not gone to the army, Dr. Edwards con­
ducted a school for boys in his residence; Dr. James C. Furman 
became acting president of the Woman's College, while Dr. 
Charles H. Judson taught in the same school. 

At the end of the war, Furman reorganized and started again. 
Professor John B. Patrick returned from the army and was 
elected teacher of English at the university and head of the 
preparatory department. Financing the resumption of opera­
tions by Furman was e;,,;tremely difficuh, and in 1868 the Presi­
dent James C. Furman appealed to the citizens of Greenville to 
subscribe twelve scholarships to be given 10 students at Furman 
University and to facilitate the finances of the college. This ap­
peal was answered by the Greenville citizens as the twelve 
scholarships were subscribed by eleven citizens.•• 

However, finances of the college became worse and the 
trustees discontinued the preparatory department in 1869. In its 
place. Captain Patrick and the 1rustees entered into an agree-
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ment making his school the preparatory department of the 
university under the name Greenville High School." Later, 
Capt. Patrick was to establish in Greenville the Greenville 
Military Institute operating independently. He was formerly an 
officer and instructor in the South Carolina Military Academy 
and had associated with him, Lt. T. Q. Donaldson, Lt. Thomas 
Gary, Lt. John Patrick and LL A.G. Miller." A native of Barn­
well, he had graduated from the South Carolina Military Acad• 
emy in 1856, and after graduation, became a member of the 
faculty at the Citadel in the department of Mathematics. During 
the war he was on duty with the Cadets and came to Greenville 
at the end of the war to begin the Greenville High School. 

The Baplist Courier, in an article, says: 
After the war, Col. Patrick made his home in Greenville where 

heoperaied a school for boys. For awhile he was head of the pre­
paratory depanmem of Furman University which was discontinued 
when Capt. Patrickopenedhishighschool. known for awhile as the 
Peabody School, where he was as.sisted by Professor G. W. Welker. 
H. T. Cook and R. C. Goodleu. Many of the Furman students in 
thosedayswer,,taugh1 in this school, and they entered college well 
trained and prepared for the higher clas.s,es. After several years, Capt. 
Pairickopcned Che Greenville Military Institute in the former res­
idence of Dr. James P. Boyce. He received a liberal patronage from 
Greenvilleandotherpar1softheState.Jn l887,hemovedtoAnder­
sonandopenedthe PaLrick Military lns1itu1e, the school building 
used at one lime by Dr. W. B. Johnson as a female college. Here, 
associated with his son, Capt. John M. Patrick, he built upa l'lne 
Khoolofwhichhecontlnuedthehead until his death. 

Col. Patrick was one of the most successful educators in the state, 
and as a manaaer of boys and young men, he had few equals. He was 
wise, nrm, cautious, and always a gentleman. The young men loved 
him ;;md re!pected and obeyed him. He loved young men and was 
neverhappierthantryingtohelpthemtoahigherlife." 

Education for the poorer people, however, suffered during 
Reconstruction. There is a record that Capt. Patrick's High 
School was aided to some degree by the Peabody fund, and it 
was called by some, "The Peabody School." The record also in­
dicated that the Freeman's Bureau owned eleven buildings in 
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the state and one in Greenville, probably Alien School for 
Negroes, at about the same time." 

In the year 1883, under survey made for the governor, it was 
reported that in Greenville the Patrick Military School under 
Capt. Patrick was operating, and that in addition, the Business 
College of J.M. Perry with sixty-five students, a private school 
operated by Misses Trescot, the Gowansville Academy in north­
east Greenville County by Re.,,_ S. J. Earle with fifty-fi.,,e 
students, Grier's Academy under J. W. Kennedy with forty-five 
students, Grover Military Academy in the lower part of the 
county with forty students and the Piedmont High School with 
fifty students at Piedmont, South Carolina." 

Some three years later, under the leadership of Thomas 
Claghorn Gower, the Greenville Public Schools were initiated, 
beginning their operation in 1886. With the public school system 
in operation, some of the private schools gradually disappeared. 
However, the Gowans ville Academy continued almost through 
the nineteenth century, and probably others'did too. Several 
private schools continued to operate. 

Furman University operated its preparatory department inter­
mitten1ly, but in 1900, it set up the Fitting School as a separate 
preparatory school with Hugh Charles Haynsworth as Head­
master, assisted by Harvey Tolliver Cook, Andrew Hill Miller, 
Columbus Ben Martin and C. M. McGee. This institution 
operated continuously and successfully into the spring of 1916. 
This preparatory school was quite popular with Greenville boys, 
many of whom prepared for their college work in the Fitting 
Schoo].•• One other academy should be mentioned which 
although not in Greenville, a1tracted patronage from this sec­
tion, and that is the Bailey Military Institute which had begun in 
Williston in 1891; later, moved to Edgefield in 1898 and finally 
to Greenwood in 1912. This was an exceptionally fine 
preparatory school and operated until 1936 when, due to a 
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disastrous fire, all the buildings in the institute were burned ex­
cept the dormitory. After operating in temporary quarters for 
the rest of the session, the institute was closed .• , 

Thus, we have traced some of the efforts of early education of 
the nineteenth century in and around the town of Greenville 
We owe a great debt of gratitude to the courage and vision of 
our ancestors in starting these early academies and for their 
tenacious courage through very difficult times and adverse cir­
cumstances to afford Lhe young people of Greenville as good 
education advantages as they could. 
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HISTORY OF GREENVILLE'S FIRST CHURCHES 

1921) 

In thirty minutes, I am supposed to tell 
of Greenville churches and history as well, 
It can'l be done, but I will make a start, 
And in fragments give you only a part 

In eighteen-twenty t'would not be hard 
To stroll the length of Church Boulevard 
From North to McBee was three blocks long' 
Where any could hear the church bell gong. 

Three churches built there, then named the street 
where Baptist and the Methodists then did meet. 
The Episcopalian Church was there too; 
Could be see from any point of view. 

Christ Church 

It was in eighteen twenty-one, Christ Church 
Organized and became Greenville's first. 
A group then met in the Old Court House' 
And they lit a light no man could douse. 

As St. James Mission it was known then 
But communicants there were only ten. l 

Rodolphus Dickerson was the first Rector' 
He had three small Missions in this sector. 

Vardry McBee who was then alive 
Gave land in eighteen twenty-five. 1 

And in the next year they did build a church' 
Which also became Greenville's first. 
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This church stood where the Parish House stands,' 
(In later years they increased their lands) 
It was built of brick and constructed well 
With a wooden belfry and a bell.' 

A gallery was also built for slave, 
They worshipped and their labor gave. 
For twenty-six years the old church stood 
it's members worked and did much good. 
In the year eighteen fifly-two,' 
Some members then were well to do. 
The first building soon became 100 small, 
And could not hold the crowd at all. 

Joel Poinsett was then a vestryman. 
He gave an estimate and made the plan. 
Placed there within the corner stone, 
Were names of all the members known. 10 

Also a Bible and a Prayer-book 
That future generations could look 
And find the names of Greenville men, 
And women too, who worshipped then. 

The present church was then erected 
Later additions, as expected. 
A steeple built for a bell to hold, 
A hundred and twenty years it has to!Jed. 
This bell cost then, three hundred dollars, 11 

And now rings for worshippers and scholars. 
Seldom then do o Id records tell, 
Of a church being built without a bell. 

Later handsome memorials graced 
And exquisite windows there were placed. 

'Ibid., p. I 
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A font and altar were ab.o &iYen, 
Grace and beauty there were slrivcn. 
Greenville then had no place for sick, 
Until Christ Church did turn the trick. 
And in year eighteen cia;h1y-eigh1 
A hospital they did operate. 

Being nine to one at the start, 
The women more than did their part. 
Jn sewing, in gifts, in labor too, 
Women were there, though men were few. 
Church member names hereto be found 
Arc historic if you look around. 
Crittenden, Lowndes, Thompson, Croft, 
Poinsc11, Markley occur Quite oft, 
Perry, Irvine, and Cleveland too, 
Buller and Powell 10 mention a few. 
Rectors: Capcr.s, Pieckney, Dchon, 
Dowman, Holley, Mitchell, Jackson. 
This church of Christ i,roduced leaven 
Showin& many the way to heaven. 
The test of time it has with-stood 
And for Greenville has mean, much good. 

Baptisl Clturch 
The first Bapti.st Church, when erected, 
Stood where now 'tis least e:itpcc1cd. 
A shadow from Church Street Boulevard 
Would cas1 i1self in the old church yard. 11 

Near wh.ere McBee now goes under Olurdl S1rcct, 
The Baptist of Greenville used to meet. 
Vardry McBee gave a small lot, 
And a church was built to mark the spot. 
A lot one hundred and twenty fcec squa,e," 



Sufficient then for the Baptists here, 
Was given in eighteen twenty-two 
Five years passed and then a few. 

The Baptist Meeting House then 
Built in eighteen twenty-seven, when" 
Although of Baptist denomination 
Welcomed all who preached salvation. 

William Johnson was first called to preach 
To all Greenville Baptists in his reach, 
The principal then of a girls' school," 
Where in both he taught the golden rule. 
When organized the membership was ten 
Nine were women and one man then.,. 
Much we owe to those women of old 
Who started the church and enlarged the fold. 

The Meeting House cost fifteen hundred," 
But the Baptists of Greenville hadn't blundered 
The foundation they laid was very good 
For Christian living they always stood. 

Most churches have steeples and a beVry, 
But this church's bell was hung in a tree." 
On Coffee Street was held the Sunday School" 
A stove in a church was against the rule. 
The church was substsantia!ly built of brick, 
Not very large but the walls were thick. 
After thirty years service in this place, 
The Baptist grew and they needed more space. 

The old church building then became a school, 
where future ministers were taught to rule 
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The Theological Seminary 
For Southern Baptist and Missionary. 
The present church with its steeple tall 
Was then built when the old became too small, 
In year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven 
The present site was dedicated to heaven.' 0 

The Baptist then called their members to halt." 
If any were ''found overtaken with fault." 
The church's sanction they did refuse 
And each member watched his P's and Q's. 

White and black did to this church ~Jong, 0 

And once a Negro did lead in song. 
Always Baptists sought to help the race, 
And Negro attendance was common place. 
The church a balcony did erect, 
The Negro sat there with self respect. 
Neither race then thought ii odd 
To join together to serve their God. 
Jn Baptist history the family name 
Found in this church are the same. 
Leading churchmen made history then, 
Their sons are now our leadina men. 
Furman, Judson, Elford, Boyce, 
Townes, Goodlett, Manly, Choice. 
Thurston, Mays, Toy and Sloan, 
Hoyt, Cleveland are some that we own. 
This church brought education and Furman, 
Both taught the ways of the Galilean 
The path they took and things they began, 
Can be safely followed by any man. 
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Methodist Church 
Six members formed lhe firsl Methodist Church,', 
Names are recorded, when record we search. 
Five women, one man pledged against sin 
Named Darby, Service, Self, Hoke, and Turpin. 
At the southeast corner of North and Main,. 
Methodist sought there a home to obtain. 
In the Turpin home the church was formed, 
And by their fireside it was warmed. 
On Church Street the Methodist was lhird, 
To erect a building and to preach the word. 
From Vardry McBee a lot was deeded, 
As he gave to all churches then, when needed. 
One hundred twenty by a hundred feet," 
On the corner of Church and Coffee Street. 
October, in year eighteen thirty-two, 
Plans were made, though Methodist were few. 
Four years later in eighteen thirty-six, 
A church was built with a crucifix. 
Regularly then the Circuit Rider preached 
Methodists in town and country reached. 

They organized in eighteen thirty-four, .. 
In eighteen forty-one added more, 
From sixly-nine to one hundred it grew, 
Young men and women from schools it drew, 

During war, no service was held at night 
For no church in town then could afford light. 
Historian Crittenden tells us this 
Then the popular church was Methodist." 
There was a balcony where all could see, 

~a.., ........ 
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In the old building at Church and Coffee." 
The Negroes built in eighteen sixty-six, 
It was they who chose not to intermix. 

It is of interest to note the names of men, 
Members of the Methodist Church way back then: 
Ashmore, Rowley, Williams, Mooney, and Byers, 
Butler, Atwood, Beacham, Cain, and Dyer. 

Several Greenville streets bear their name, 
A place in history was not their aim. 
Bates, Bell, Perry, Brunson, and Park too, 
Cauble, Westfield, David, to name a few." 

Buncombe Street Church was built in seventy-two. 
One hundred years ago it was quite new. 
The original plan had a tall spire, 
Such as the Baptists have that we admire. 

Funds ran short, but it was half erected, 
A belfry was built but s.omc objccted.l• 
Later remodeled and belfry removed, 
Columns were changed and its looks improved. 

From this church Methodism has spread, 
From one to perhaps ten here instead. 
We can sec today that this church has grown, 
For well over a thousand members they own. 

Presbyleriorr Church 

Presbyterian Church organized next 
Ministers came and they chose a text. 
Of the first four churches, they were the last 
Though now a hundred twenty-four ycar:s have passed. 

The church itself was organized and then started 
By a group of women who would not be down-hearted . 

...................... ..,.,.,. 
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Sarah Slone \!';'ll the one who thought out a plan," 
Set a dale for a meeting and gathered her clan. 
Not an easy thing to do, it was not easy then, 
To start a church in a town even with the aid of men. 
In answer to their first request a minister came, 
He was the first this church had, Gaillard by name. 
These women organized a church of only si)(teen," 
Five were of men and the rest plainly seen 
Were women, who had sponsored and always stood 
For \hat which was right ·and much that was good. 
They gathered in Greenville in eigh1een forly-cight." 
That is one hundred 1wenly-four years to this date. 
And a woman was then the first member to come 
And join this church and add to its sum. 

Mrs. Service was the very first woman who came," 
And she brought with her not only her name 
But "Siberia" too, a servant and slave 
Whose soul she thought was worthy to save." 

Among the first infants to be baptized'" 
The daughter of this Negro slave was rccogniztd. 
It was well after the Confederate War !tad abaled 
That the Firs1 Presbyterian Church segregated. 

The property upon which this church was erected 
Came through a woman, as might be expected. 
Vardry McBee gave the land late in his life, 
But Jane was a Presbyterian and also his wife. n 
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Jane McBee served her church long you will remember 
Being one or sixteen, a charter member. 
Some or her descendants we are most happy to say, 
Are members of the Presbyterian Church even today. 

In the Female Academy was the first Sacremental," 
And the choice of the place was not accidental. 
The Baptists, the Methodists, the Episcopalians too, 
Helped to organize our church with only Christ in view. 

Greenville Court House, our church was called of old," 
With Presbyterian Church as a prefi,c, I am told. 
By Washington Street it was later known,'• 
Until First Presbyterian became the name we own." 

For seventy-two years we have been called the First, 
We were sometimes the best, but never the worst. 
We started the other Presbyterians here 
And we all work together and feel very near. 

After four years of worship with other people," 
This church began to build its own steeple. 
A building for our church was then erected 
Near the edge of the street and no one objected. 

Washington Street then came to an end," 
At a place where our present lot would extend. 
It was of brick, large enough, substantial and neat, 
And here for thirty years did Presbyterians med. 

Greenville City then grew, and wanted the street, 
And the old church came too small to meet, 
The needs of that time, and I've been told, 
They planned a new church and some property sold. 

"lbid .• p.19. 
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In the year eighteen hundred and eighty-two:• 
The congregation met in the old church to renew, 
The work and the worship begun long ago, 
By a group or women, who had gathered to sew. 
The Baptismal Font that now stands in our hall., 
Was given by a woman and that is not all. 
She was Mary C. Speer, being one of the first 
Who helped to organize and start our church. 
Most windows in our church, for men are named,'• 
Given to us by the wives that they claimed. 
In the McKay Chapel a window is placed, 
To the kind hand of a woman can be traced. 
Miss Lilly McKay, she gave a large sum 
To help us construct an auditorium, 
In honor of her father and mother she said, 
Where they often took wine and often broke bread. 

And who recently furnished our Chapel anew 
With fine cushion and carpet and curtain too. 
A woman as usual had given money and time, 
To help make our chapel a thing sublime. 
I have studied women all of my life, 
You see my mother was one, and so is my wife. 
You can readily see why I always plan 
To favor a woman instead of a man. 

This remember though you forget the rest, 
God formed His church to bring out our best. 
Four churches, now increased a hundred fold, 
Are futile, unless they your heart enfold. 

Red Cross, Y.M.C.A., United Fund, 
Salvation Army for which we are dunned, 
Support them fully, but only after your church, 
For without IT, these vanish in the lurch. 



You will remember the rhyme th.at we used to say 
When we talked to the young in a childish way, 
That "Here is a church, and here is a steeple, 
Open lhc doors, and I here are the people." 

Greem•il!c, history, and things of the past 
Are and will be tied toaether fast. 
Look to the future, and think it not odd 
That history and churches are things of God. 

Today, the thinas we believed in arc doubted, 
God is denied and often nou1ed, 
The country we fought for and its nag, 
Is belittled and soiled and made of a rag. 

There is pollution in our air, our water, our church, 
With lihh it's contaminated and then besmirched, 
Our lives arc cnvdopcd with so much abuse, 
We arc tempted to quit, with "What's the use?" 

And then because we feel, we believe, and we know 
That what we were taught to believe, is so, 
And all that is good and fine in life and true, 
Makes all more comfortable, easy, and new. 
And always when we have been evil and bad 
We have suffered and been hun and sad, 
Suddenly we ask, "Why think lhis we must?" 
And find it's because, there is a God we can trust. 

And sec it's our privilcac, du1y and riaht, 0 

To uphold HIM to others, and place in their sight 
A Cod, a Religion, a Church that can 
That docs, that will, that wants to help Man . 
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THE STORY OF REED\' RIVER 

Reedy River slarts just above Travelers Rest and a little south 
of Renfrew. In that area arc Lwo small bits of swampy ground, 
six hundred feet apart, which arc covered with several inches of 
water, deep enough Lo slosh over into your shoes if you wade 
into it. Each swamp drains iruo a small stream and the two unite 
at a wooden bridge near Renfrew • there is the genesis of the 
famous Reedy River. The new-born "river" goes on through 
Travelers Rest and then by Furman University where the 
"mountain river laves its feel."' h enters Greenville near Cedar 
Lane Road and begins its fight with railway bridges and tracks, 
nowing rather sluggishly to River Street, which was named in 
iL's honor. At Main Street, this insignificant stream really 
becomes a thing of note. Its waters glide through a trough of 
smooth granite, levels out for a moment, and then plunges over 
a precipice, dashing itself into smithereens at the bottom where 
the fragments arc hungrily gathered together into a passive 
stream that it bubbles and foams before going under bridges on 
Cleveland and McDaniel, and into Cleveland Park. 

It then crosses scores of roads and bridges, and passes places 
of nole and interest, such as Fork Shoals, Conestee, halted here 
with dams and mills.' Reedy formerly combined with Saluda 
River below the old town of Waterloo.• Now it changes it's 
name at Waterloo, as it adds to the waters of Lake Greenwood, 
and becomes a nonentity. 

The City of Greenville owes it's very existence to Reedy River. 

•iobon Milll, A.Ila of 1M lll•I~ of So,,1~ C•oluta, r.csirnilr «lition with and in1rod1><tion by 
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The famous Richard Pearis came to this section in 1776,' and 
because of Reedy River and it's falls, located here, and erected a 
mill to grind corn. Near the site of Pcaris's mill Vardry McBee 
later erected a mill, This was constructed of stone, and remained 
in operation for many years, b1Jt was later abandoned. The mill 
building was torn down and the stones removed tocoostruct the 
Gassaway Mansion, used for 1wodecadesaf1er World War II by 
1he Greenville Museum of An.• It was ccnainly the prescn« of 
the Reedy River that caused Vardry McBee, after a visit here, to 
return, purchase land which included the town of Pleasantbura' 
(now Greenville), South Carolina, and construct a mill operated 
by water power. McBee not only sold Jots but also crantcd lands 
to stimulate the construction of churches and the oraanization 
of educational Institutions. In short, Reedy River, over the 
years, has left it's mark upon all and everything that touched or 
associated with it. Churches, streets, factories, and businesses 
have been named for it. Reedy River has contribuled to the 
health, wealth, and welfare of the scctioo 1hrough which it llows 
and has given of it's waters and power5 freely, fOfovcrtwohun­
drcd years. 

Tradition claims that more than two cenLUrict aco, tlte first 
white settler, left iron pots filled with gold along Reedy River.I 
Pearis reportedly was prosperous and he operated a grist mill 
and a saw mill, near where the falls arc located in the city today. 
Today a new bank stands just over the river, from the probable 
site of his old grist mill. There was no bank in the vicinity then, 
and although Pearis was friendly with the Indians, he lived in a 
dangerous period, and was always subject to attack. As a trader 
he was forced 10 keep funds on hand to buy goods. The country 
then abounded in thieves, and since he was a Tory, the patriots 
of the Revolutionary period would have liked l'IO(hing beuer 
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than to deprive him of his gold. So it is natural to suppose that 
he would put (bury) his gold in a 'river bank'. 

Reedy River is certainly the source of much gold that is to be 
found in Greenville. In it's buildings, it's educational institu­
tions, it's industry, it's history. It is said that "all is not gold 
that glitters." It is equally true that, "All gold does not glitter.'' 
Maybe you will look and find gold in and on our river. 

The Peoples National Bank' recently erected a sign, on the 
river near the site of the old mill, which reads, "Dig Up $500." I 
own a collection of old maps of our state, and I have noticed all 
show Reedy River. I have searched the maps in the Greenville 
Library and the library at Furman University. They all show 
Reedy River, pointing out that it was a thing of note as soon as 
this section was mapped. On H. S. Tanner's Map of 1827, 
Reedy River is shown starting above Greenville, running 
through two districts and entering Saluda River just above 
Swanney's Ferry." On a map titled "A New Map of South 
Carolina," Reedy River is shown starting just west of Paris 
\fountain and flowing by the town of Greenville. On the river is 
!Oted Carruth's Armory at Rae burns Creek.'' A map by 
)eorge Salmon, dated 1820, which was used by Robert Mills in 
his famous Atlas, shows Reedy River formed by two sources. It 
also notes McBee Mills and Reedy River Falls, along with a 
number of other mills, before it enters Saluda. There were 
scores of mills operated by water power below Greenville, which 
were named and located on old maps." 

The Greenville County Library used to be located in the old 
Park School building adjoining Springwood Cemetery on Main 
Street. On a block of Winnsboro Granite that stood near the 
side entrance, was carved this inscription: "Thank God for 
Water." To this stone at one time was attached a drinking foun­
tain, used by the students of old Park School. Our Librarian at 
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the time, Charles Stowe, stated that he was a student of this 
school when this fountain was presented by Henry C. 
Markley.' 1 I remembered seeing a spring.in the City Park. With 
the words ''Thank God For Water," written over it. I asked a 
score or people for informacion concerning it, but found none 
who knew. I had asked the wrong people. How m1gic it is that 
facts once recognized by all, fade out in 1ime, 10 be forgollM by 
some, then doubted by most, and fin.ally denied. Thal is why it 
is imponanl that you and I r«ord whal we remember and 
know. 

At the south end of the City Park, within a hundred feel of 
the cemetery fence, and just beyond where 1here used to be two 
small fish and duck ponds, there is a spring, fed from the side of 
the hill that backs up against the cemetery. This spring was 
covered with an arch of cut stone. The stone work extended 
about fifteen feet on each side making a wall. This wall is now 
only abou1 eighteen to twenty-four inched high. When I first 
saw it, it was six feel high, and there were stone steps on either 
side that kd down to lhe spring. The water flowed 1hen into a 
granite basin, and from it to a small stream that went into the 
fish pond. The spring is still there bubbling OUI of tht ground, 
the arch of stone is still there with the words ''Thank God For 
Water" carved on it. It is hard to locate as tht old deprtssion 
has been nearly filled up. The water from this spring nows on 
down to Academy Creek which goes through the McPherson 
Park, then to Richland Creek and finally 10 Reedy River. 

Springwood Cemetery was originally the garden of 
Chancrllor Waddy Thompson who lived nearby. His mother-in­
law, Elizabeth Blackburn Williams, loved the garden.and at her 
reques1 was buried there, bc-ing 1he firsl and only grave. She 
died on June 12, 1812. The sile was wooded, and ii is assumed 
that it was called Springwood, bec.aust of 1he magnificent 
spring, which was in the lower section or tht garden. Henct the 
name Springwood Cemetery. A bronze plaque was trtcfed by 
the Greenville City Water Company in 1939 in a small gardtn 
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that lay between the now-destroyed old City Hall and the old 
Masonic Temple. On this plaque a1e the words "Thank ~od 
For Water." This monument has now been moved to a locat10n 
adjoining Springwood Cemetery near the Confederate monu­
ment. 

Reedy River Falls, of old, was prominent in Greenville life: 
(First) for it's usefulness, (Second) for it's beauty, and then it 
was noted for a place for romance. Benjamin Franklin Perry 
states that as soon as a visitor had signed his name to the register 
al the old Mansion House,'' he was escorted down Main Street 
to the River and there shown the falls, which were noted, brag­
ged aboul and thought of as a veritable Niagara.'' In both sum­
mer and winter, young men and women of the village, walked to 
the falls, admired it's beauty, and carved their names on the 
trees and rocks in the vicinity. 

To lhe romantic (and what young man or woman isn't 
romantic at some period?) the beauty of the falls and the water 
sang a song of love that was hard to resist. And who would want 
to? Young women went to Falls and also visited the old mill 
where they requested the miller to weigh them on the flour 
scales. Many were the guitars that were strummed in the vicini­
ty, and many were the songs and poems that were written in it's 
honor. Some of these have come down to us, as they were 
published in the local Mountaineer, one hundred twenty years 
ago. Let me cite a few. Here is one in Scotch. dialect that is sup­
posed to be humorous - called "The Leaping or the Linn": 

Upon•-·, tflnftOOn 
Whenfraethewes1ernsky 
Tltegemleeveningsun aboon 
Blinks with her witching eye. 
My friend and I went down to view 
Thepreny Leaping Linn, 
Tha11umbleso'erarock or two, 
The Reedy River in. 

Fulsweet the hour 
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As arm in arm in thou,lu - Rood, 
Upon a rocky led1c, ukl I, 
"My friend it were IIOl lO(ld, 
To11and lO near thccd1c," 
8u1 whllle.s I spac, thttt ume adown 
A carria&e span and new, 
With three wi)d lassies, rrae 1he 1own, 
To1tt the rivacoo. 

Ful sw~ 1hrir po"'C:r. 

Thue my friffld, Ihm quidlly spic.d, 
As down the bank 1hcy e.,m. 
Bu ah' the woe. Twas the Other lide, 
The saeam twh« us and t~. 
And roulni loud 1hc wucn Cell 
Like dark Avcrm» nooct. 
That makes this side tile ~tram I hcl. 
And 1h11 side blcst and 1ooc1 

Fuld1rk the hour. 

Awhl]ehcircmblin1cyed1hcl.inn, 
Uke1nyshectedghatS1. 
Ahalfcnclincd10 venture in, 
And )'Cl afraid atmaisi. 
Thc50rulehitticswith thtirt'ttn, 
Scill 1cmp1cd him that way. 
Saw 1hat dn1h rollcd dark bdwccn 
But WI.If than death 10 SIi)'. 

Fuls.ad the hour. 

8.1 ■hi He C<Mind 100 11ron1 1hcir chums 
He could "0 brook del.ay, 
And twistin1 from my friendly arms, 
He quickly spran1 away. 
And where lhcragin11orrtnt swcpl, 
Ills shadow frae mincc'n. 
He boldly in aclwl5m ltp(. 
Frat dayliaht and rrx rnc 

Ful rurful h011r. 

Ah! Then how dreadful the hoar 
I lrcmblina hdd ffl)' breath 
And thou1h1, that no canhly power, 
Couklre.scuchimfrxdc11h. 
I blamed him, mu11ffin1 "mad-<.app dok."· 
Had you 10 my advice b«n h1rki1m 
And nobttnsowildacoti, 
Frecmc1hou Mdnop,artit. 

Fuls.ad the hour. 
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Awhile I stood in blank dtsl)air 
Then1umed to rµ.ngaway, 
Whm lo1 My friend once more appear 
One more to lighl of day. 
From rock to rock, the falls below, 
Hcruscd, haf-stcppcd and leap 
Whilesllookedon..,herehcwadgo 
And cheered him with my whoop 

Fu!gladthchour. 

At 11..11 ll'ilh one more dcsperuc bound, 
The Further bank he made 
Andthcrclhc mill where corn is ground, 
Anii ladies sometimes weighed. 
Then go my lad, and sure for this 
Youshouldbcdcarlylovcd. 
And in the mill you'll meet with miss 
And you'll be mealy-mouthed. 

Fulswcctthc hour" 

THE STARS OF REEDY RIVER 

Oh, the ban;! of Green Erin, may sing as he will 
Of1hclovcluring lips of his nation. 
lsin1ofasubjcct,morecxquisilcstill, 
Tisa maid, the flower of creation. 
Shc'slo~cly, she's charming, she's sweet, she is devine. 
Pray,wha1othercharmmay I give her? 
She is an a11endan1 on Venus's shrine. 

The mild star that lights Reedy River. 

O,oftenshelookso'erthe brink of the stream, 
And sees her rare figure reflected. 
She~vcswithrapture, until vanities dream, 
Makcsthisdamsclmostswcctlyaffcctcd. 
Now, had she but lived in the fabulous days, 
Nusissus had loved her forever, 
Forheaboveallwasconceited with praise. 

Like the bright star1hat lights Reedy River. 

EachSabbathsheshincsinhergloryatchurch 
Muchpraiscfordevotionisduchcr. 
Andonenshebcndslikc a sapplingof birch 
Asifeachlecturewen1 through her. 
Aftermec1insisovcr,howstatelyshewa!ks! 
Hcrloversbo111, twitter and quiver, 
Every heart yearns for, and every tongue talks, 

Ofthebrightstuthatlights Reedy River. 



Mild radiatofbcau1y,sweetdaug.h1erorlove! 
The light of perfection's around lhee! 
Thou surely were made for the regions above, 
For we unterestial have four.id thee 
How pleased would I be 10 call thee mine own, 
We'd live and lovesweetlyforever-
But NO. Come to think, I am belier alone, 

Fair star thal illuminates the River. 

And there is also that famous poem "Reedy River Falls," by 
Mrs. Stephen S. Crittenden, the grandmother of our own Mr. 
John Arrington, Jr." 

A hundred years ago there were few bath tubs in Greenville, 
and no swimming pools. The boys of Greenville both bathed 
and learned to swim in Reedy River. There was a swimming hole 
about fifty yards above the Main Street foot bridge and here, 
from the first warm days of spring, throughout the summer, one 
could hear the happy yells of boys, which echoed down to the 
foot-bridge. There was no such thing as balhing suits to be had, 
and the reeds and bushes only partially hid the view of the swim­
mers. Charles A. David tells us, that even in the winter, when 
ladies passed over the bridge, through habit, they turned their 
heads in the other direction, to avoid even the thought of the 
boys in swimming." 

Historians record the fact of several "Baptismal Pools" in 
Reedy River, which were used by both !he old Reedy River Bap­
tist Church and the First Baptist Church in Greenville. Old Dr. 
Richard Furman is said to have often baptized from eight lo 
twenty on a warm Sunday afternoon in this sacred section of the 
River. 

The present Main Street Bridge was erected in 1910," and is 
remarkable in that it has served for over sixty years and is still 
adequate. It replaced the old Gower Bridge, which some of you 
will remember. My wife tells oft his steel bridge which was only 
about sixteen feet above the River ndrmally. It could not sup­
port the weight of street cars which then ran alongside a few feet 

•~a..,, .... .,.1J 
............ 
"Bron,cplaquc•tNorthEitdofthcbrid1< 
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above the water, and were flooded out at the slightest rise in the 
River." My wife also tells of the circus elephants having to walk 
through the River, not being allowed to go over the bridge, 
because it would not bear their weight. 

Since Highway 276 from Greenville to Columbia was com­
pleted, 1 have noted with interest the name of a road crossing 
over it near Simpsonville called "Standing Spring Road." For 
months I wondered what a Standing Spring was, and envisioned 
a spring spouting up high enough to drink from while standing. 
Not asking the right people, I failed to find it's meaning. 
Recently l !eft the main road and drove into Simpsonville, 
where I learned that by going in the other direction I would 
come to "T~e Standing Spring Baptist Church." This I did, and 
found the church and the spring, and a bulletin explaining it's 
meaning. This spring was known and used even before the 
Revolution. There are a number of Revolutionary War heroes 
buried in the cemetery here. The spring consists of a small pool 
of waler with no apparent outlet. Although the water may be 
seen bubbling up, it never overflows, as there is an underground 
outlet. The water seems to be standing, and so it is called. This 
water also flows on down into Reedy River. 

Reedy River Falls, history, industry, romance, mills, 
churches, poetry, Baptismal pools, swimming holes, flour mills, 
telltile plants, gold, floods. Each word opens up a new vista. 
Take your choice. But note this river's influence. It has affected 
you and your life here, whether you realize it or not. For me it 
has been good. 

Thank God for Water, and for Reedy River. 



THE STORY OF THE GREENVILLE LIBRARY 

ELLEN PERRY' 

The Greenville Public Library began its official life in May, 
1921, when a group of citizens met and organized the Greenville 
Public Library Association. This was however, the culmination 
of years of efforts by many persons to make a library possible. 

Greenville, like the rest of South Carolina and the South in 
general, was very slow in developing library service. Neither 
public libraries nor public schools made appreciable progress 
until past the middle of the nineteenth century. When the State 
Constitution of 1868 set up laws to establish free public schools, 
few e11cept the children of well-to-do parents had educational 
opportunities. There was much illiteracy and therefore, little de­
mand for reading materials. By the beginning of the twentieth 
century Greenville with a population of appro11imately 10,000 
had two white and two Negro schools - with fifteen white and 
nine Negro teachers. In addition, the eleven cotton mills im• 
mediately outside the city had built and partly financed the 
operations of schools for the children of their employees. 

At this time one library existed. The Neblett Free Library 
Association which had been incorporated on February 27, 1877, 
by a group of eleven men and women. The library was located 
on the property of Mrs. A. Viola Neblett on the corner of 
Westfield Street and West McB~ Avenue. On March I, 1899, 
this property was deeded by Mrs. Neblett to the trustees of the 
Association. By 1900 the number of volumes in the library had 
grown to over 3,00) (nearly all gifts). The first librarian was 
Miss Havilene Thompkins. She was succeeded by Mrs. Rebecca 
Deal, who for years was the devoted and efficient custodian. In 
August 1927, the Trustees of the Neblett Ft~ Library Associa­
tion conveyed the property and all assets to Greenville City 
School district 17, on condition that the real estate and property 
should be used for the mainte11ance of a free public library (the 
Neblett Free Library) for the use of the schools and public of 
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the said city of Greenville. The Neblett Library continued in 
operation until the Greenville Public Library was established. 
During this period there were available several "traveling 
libraries" from different sources, the libraries from tht' Sunday 
Schools of the various denominations, and the lending libraries 
established by the Thursday Club of Greenville. 

Such were the library facilities of Greenville at the beginning 
of the twentieth century. During the next decade, various moves 
were made toward the establishment of a library. One of these 
was to make use of the "Record Building" as the old Court 
House was commonly called. This went so far as to have an act 
passed by the General Assembly in 1916, establishing a corpora­
tion - the Greenville County Library. Although this movement 
was received favorably the plan was never carried out. 

During 1919 the Public Library movement was brought for• 
cibley before the citizens, when Mr. J. W. Norwood, deeply in• 
terested in public libraries, gave a banquet at the Imperial (later 
the Greenville) Hotel to honor the Rotary Club and some thirty 
or forty guests. The speaker, Judge Charles S. Woods of the 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals, made a forceful and 
stimulating address. Although the results of Judge Wood's ad· 
dress were more or less intangible, immediate interest was 
aroused in the subject and a desire created to see library 
facilities made available in Greenville. A more or Jess direct 
result of this meeting was to focus the attention of Thomas F. 
Parker, one of the city's most farseeing and public-spirited 
citizens, on the library situation. Mr. Parker became greatly 
concerned and eventually was responsible for founding the 
library. Under his leadership the many individuals and groups 
who had promoted the public library movement were united in a 
common cause. 

In May 1921, at Mr. Parker's invitation, a group of about 
three dozen met and formed the Greenville Public Library 
Association. The membership included the heads of The 
Chamber of Commerce, the American Legion, the Ministerial 
Union, Young Men's Business League, the City Schools, the 
colleges, and several other organizations. The aims of the 
Association as set forth in Article 2 of its Constitution which 
read as follows: "The object of this Association shall be the 
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establishment and maintenance of a free public library in Green• 
ville, South Carolina, and the promotion of the modern library 
movement ln the City and County of Greenville." At the 
organizational meeting on May 2, a Board of seven directors 
was elected with Mr. Parker at its head. 

To finance the establishment of the library, $5,000 was 
privately donated. Miss Annie S. Porter, formerly of 
Savannah,was secured as librarian. The Board and Miss Porter, 
in setting up the library, decided to emphasize accessibility, 
publicity, and a high standard of service, rather 111--:tn impressive 
surroundings. This long continued to be the policy in regard to 
the operation of the library. 

A small store building on East Coffee Street just off Main 
was rented, plain pine shelves, tables and chairs installed, and a 
carefully selected collection of 500 books put in place. On the 
evening of May 19, 1921, the Board of Directors and their 
guests were invited to inspect the Library. The next day, May 20, 
the doors were opened to the public. Since it was privately 
financed, residents of both county and city were urged to use it. 
The library hours were from 2 until 9 p.m. - daily except 
Sunday. 

The Library was an immediate success. A mezzanine had to 
be opened and within a few months the adjoining building 
rented. When the donated funds were almost exhausted, the 
Board of Directors appealed to the public to continue the ser­
vice. A campaign was held to raise:$10,000 and at the same time 
a petition was circulated 11sking for a referendum to be held to 
decide whether the city wanted a free public library. The 
$10,000 was raised and on August 29, 1922, by a special elec­
tion, a permissive tax of two mills was voted for the support of a 
public library in the city. Then the City Council, under the 
terms of the State Library Law, appointed a board of five 
members, J. W. Norwood, Miss J. M. Perry, Thomas F. 
Parker, Mrs. H. H. Harris and J.M. Russell. Mr. Parker was 
elected Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Greenville 
Public Library. The directors of rile Greenville Public Library 
Association then turned over to the Public Library Board al! its 
books and other assets. The sum raised by public subscription 
was used to operate the library until the tax revenue became 
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available January 1, 1923. The hours were changed to 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m. daily except Sunday and continued so for years. 

Feeling that a more experienced and highly trained person 
was needed, Miss Porter resigned as librarian. She recommend­
ed as her successor, Miss Charlotte Templeton of Atlanta, at 
that time director of the Georgia State Library Commission. 
Miss Templeton became head of the Greenville Library 
September 1, 1923, with Miss Porter continuing as a member of 
the staff. 

The library continued to expand, and larger quarters had to 
be found. The Chairman secured a lease on the three story addi­
tion planned for the Jervey-Jo:rdan office building on North 
Main Street. This provided ao entrance from Main Street 
through an arcade, and another from Brown Street in the rear. 
The building was completed in the fall of 1923, and on February 
1, 1924, the library was moved from its crowded quarters on 
Coffee Street to the new home. The move was a cooperative 
affair, with help being given from many quarters, including the 
Boy Scouts, who carried loads of books in little red wagons. 

Library service for the city residents being well established, 
the Board then considered another step in expanding the service. 

In 1923, a new school district had been formed by con­
solidating five former districts immediately outside the city 
limits. This district (called the Parker District) embraced four­
teen progressive suburban and industrial communities with a 
large population. Mr. Parker again offered to sponsor library 
service for this area. As it was largely populated by workers in 
the various mills (each had its own village), it was necessary to 
devise a way to reach the diffeC"ent communities. The problem 
was solved by the purchase of a small truck equipped to serve as 
a library. A body was anached with shelves on each side, soar­
ranged that by lifting glass doors, the books would be cir­
culated. A schedule was worked out so that several communities 
could be reached each week. On October 11, 1923, the 
"Pathfinder" made its first stop. This first "book-on-wheels" 
bore the slogan: "Free Reading for Everybody." 

The first year of operation was financed by Mr. Parker with 
Mr. Norwood's assistance. The service having proved a great 
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success and economically sound, the Parker school district 
(under Superintendent Lawrence Peter Hollis) took over the 
work. 

The second demonstration having been well established, Mr. 
Parker and Miss Templeton decided upon a further advance, 
turning next to the rural communities of the county, where large 
numbers had no access to library service. Mr. Parker with Mr. 
Norwood's assistance again offered to finance a demonstration. 
The service was planned to begin with the rural schools. The 
sponsors agreed to give $10,000 a year for a two-year period, 
feeling that one year would not be sufficient to test the plan. A 
three-quarter ton Dodge truck was fitted with a specially design­
ed body, built locally, a stock of books chosen and processed 
and Miss Porter placed in charge, assisted by Miss Ellen Perry 
who had joined the staff in November, 1924. The first visit to a 
school (Berea) was made on January 19, 1925 and the truck got 
stuck in the mud! This was the first of many such adventures for 
when County Library service began there were few miles of 
paving outside the city. 

In planning this service Mr. Parker wrote, "I think the suc­
cess [of the work] depends largely on the personality of the 
librarian who goes with the truck, as this attempt should be 
made through the teacher and the school.'' Mr. Parker's judge­
ment (as usual) proved sound, and his advice was followed. 
Unlike most mobile library services, the Greenvil!e Library 
never employed drivers for their trucks, The young ladies 
responsible for distributing the books, successfully steered the 
trucks, regardless of roads or weather. 

From the beginning of library service in Greenville it was 
planned to include all citizens regardless of race or place of 
residence. Soon after the library was opened, a case of especially 
chosen new books was placed in the Phyllis Wheatly Center on 
East McBee Avenue, in charge of one of the staff, the funds for 
this again being privately donated. In January, 1923, after the 
City Library tax funds became available, provision was made in 
the library budget for this service. When the Phy!!is Wheatly 
Center was moved in 1926 to the new building on East Broad 
Street a large front room was made available for the library, the 
space rented from the Center. 
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The Chairman of the Board, being constantly on the alert for 
ways to extend the service of the Library, wrote in the spring of 
1926 to the presidents of the eleven mills immediately surround­
ing the city telling them of the collection of books on textiles 
already in the library and asking for a contribution to enlarge 
and improve this collection. Each company was asked to make a 
contribution of one dollar per thousand spindles. At that time 
the eleven mills had 565,700 spindles, so the library received the 
sum of $619.00 from the mills for its collection on 
textiles. 

On Dece.nber 31, 1926, the library suffered an irreparable 
loss in the sudden death of Mr. Thomas F. Parker, the 
dedicated chairman of the Board of Trustees. In February, 
1927, Mr. F. W. Symnes was elected Chairman. 

The mobile service for the County, begun in 1924 under the 
direction of Miss Porter, was continued as a demonstration 
privately financed until an election was held on September 13, 
1927. At which time a one-mill county tax levy for library ser­
vice was voted. The service to the Parker District and the rural 
areas which had operated as separate units were then con­
solidated to form a newly organized County Department of the 
library with Miss Porter al its head. Five trustees were ap­
pointed for the County - E. A. Webster, Mrs. E. B. Nash, V. M. 
Babb, Dr. P. J. Johnston, and Miss Elsie Barton. At a joint 
meeting of the City and County Boards, a plan was adopted for 
the future operation of library service for the City and County. 
The Articles of Agreement provided: (I) All residents of Green­
ville County Library District shall be entitled to all privileges 
and resources of the Greenville Public Library, in return for 
compensation to be fixed, each year by the two Boards of 
Trustees, (2) funds accruing from the County Library tax shall 
be expended by the County Library Board according to a 
budget adopted by the Board, (3) the librarian of the Greenville 
Public Library shall serve as the Librarian of the Greenville 
County Library. 

In August, 1931, another outreach service was begun. A 
specially designed cart was bought to carry books to the patients 
at the Greenville General Hospital. An assistant from the library 
visited the hospital twice a week to circulate the books. 
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In September, 19)1, Mi5s Templeton re5igncd 10 accept a 
po~ition in Atlanta. She was succeeded by Miss Fanny T. Taber, 
formerly field worker for the Alabama Library Associa1ion. 
During 19)2 and 1933, the library, like other tax supported in­
stitutions faced great difficul1ics during those depresS<ion years. 
Tues were in arrears, and at times the staH could 1,01 be paid, 
even at greatly reduced salaries. The janitor was the only person 
to be paid (largely from fines). No new work could be auempt­
ed, but the library service was continued, being, as Miss Taber 
said, even more important during hard times. As the depression 
receded and conditions improved, 1he Counly Depanmcnl was 
able 10 e;ii;pand iu service. ln the City, a small branch was open­
ed on Augusta Slreet on a lot owned and loaned by Mr. L. 0. 
Patterson. "So Big,'' as ir was affectiona1ely called was prob­
ably the smallest branch in the County with noor space of six by 
four and a half feel and only seven fee1 high. It was built at a 
cos! of $24.SO for materials and utilized labor furnished by 1he 
Works Progress Administration. Al 1his lime a wor1hwhile pro­
jecc was under1aken in the main library: a "Made from Library 
Books Fair.'' Exhibits. including a grca1 variety of objecu were 
shown, wilh the books uSM btsidc them. One of 1he most 
popular displays was a baby in a high chair, with 1hr book on 
lnrant Care used by his paren1s! In 1934, the hours for library 
~rvice were ex1ended by opening lhe Adul1 Ocpanmml for 
three hours on Sunday af1ernoon. 

The lease on the Jervey-Jordan building expired D«ember 
)I, 1936, and could not be renewed, as the building was 10 be 
remodeled for other uses. It was very difficult 10 find quar1ers 
offeririg sufficienl space. but 1he Brawley garage was secured. 
This was a two-unit struc1ure, 1he larger opening on Laurens 
St reel, the smaller on College Slreei wi1h the tworonnectcd by a 
passage way on the second noor level. These quarters provided 
space but otherwise were poorly adapted to library use. The 
move was made late in December, 1936, Oj)C'n hOtlle was hdd Ofl 

January S, 19)7. The work was carried on with great diff.culty • 
oo new projects bting possible. 

An imporlant e\lent in 1he County work was the opening of 
the Davenport Branch Library in Greer - the lot and SS,<XX>.00 
ha\ling been given by the Davenport family of Greer. 



In 1939, the Grc:c:nvillc: Library Board purchased from the 
City School mmees the Park School and arounds on North 
Main Street for the: sum of S32,500. Extensive repairs and 
alterations adapted the building for library use. An appeal for 
contributions was made and approximately $10,000 was con• 
tributed for the purpose. On February IO, 1940, the library was 
mowd into its new home, 1he first to be owned by the Library. 
Shorcly artcr this move, Miss Taber resianed 10 take a position 
in New Jersey. On March I, 1940, Miss Perry, the head of the: 
Children's de:panme:nt, became acting librarian. The renovated 
building with a garage added for the County Department gave: 
much badly needed space. An assembly room opening from the 
Children's Department proved very useful, not only for the 
every popular weekly story hours, but for community gather• 
ing.,; by many aroups. 

A notable event during 1940 was the visit of Archibald 
Mad ... eish the Librarian of Congress .. His visit was arranged by 
Miu Porter, County Librarian, and at the time Presidem or the: 
South Carolina Library Associacion. Mr. MacLeish addressed a 
joint mttting of the South Carolina Library Associa1ion and the 
Citiz.ens Library Association. 

A new project was begun by the County Department: the 
County Materials Bureau, under the direction of Miss Porter, 
County Librarian, and Mr. W. A. Norvell, Rural Schools 
Supervi5or. A&encies supporting this work were: the County 
Library, County Department of Education, the rural schools 
and the American Council on Teacher Education. This proved a 
valuable aid in the: work of the rural schools. 

In the Adult DeparCmmt of the library a "Young People's 
Alco-...:" was set up. Planned 10 help those just promoted from 
the: Olildn:n's Oepartmem, it proved exceedingly popular with 
older readers. 

With Pearl Harboroccuring on December 7, 1941, the: library 
felt the accekrated war preparations. There was constant 
chanee of staff as members ldt to take: more highly paid posi· 
tions, and of course: no trained help could be: found to replace 
them. The: County Department faced tire and eas rationing as 
well as staff shortaee. 
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With Donaldson Air Base located in Greenville and the first 
troops arriving in July, 1942, the facilities of the Library were 
made available to military personnel and their families. Special 
cards were issued to them (2200 in all). At the request of the 
Commanding Officer, the Librarian Set up a library in an unus­
ed room at the Base. One of the contractors donated shelves; 
books were processed from the Victory Book campaign gifts, 
and the W.P.A. and the Base supplied staff. Under the 
Librarian's direction a library was operated for six or eight 
months before an Army Librarian arrived. A book cart was im­
provised (Dixie Home Store - now Wynn-Dixie - supplied the 
wheels) and books were circulated in three wards of the base 
hospital for many weeks before the Red Cross arrived. 

In Simpsonville and Fountain Inn, library service was made 
available in buildings provided by both towns. 

Changes came rapidly durins the war years and the decade 
following. The library was fortunate in receiving numerous gifts 
of books and periodicals. In addition a radio victrola with a 
large collection of records was given as a memorial, a handsome 
United States Flag and staff were donated and rirst flown on 
Flag Day, June 14, 1942. Much appreciated were the twelve 
fairy tale paintings by Elizabeth Dolan, given to the Children's 
Department by Dr. R. E. Houston in memory of his mother. 
The County suffered the loss of Mr. D. L. Bramlett, for fifteen 
years Chairman of the County Board. Miss Porter retired after 
thirty years as head of the County Work, to be succeeded by 
Miss Mary Cox. The Library system was placed under the State 
Retirement system set up originally for the teachers. A building 
on East McBee A venue was bought to house the Negro Branch 
which was hampered in the crowded quarters in the Phyllis 
Wheatly Center. Plans were made ~o add a fireproof room to 
house the South Carolina collection and other valuable 
material. Miss Perry retired May I, 1952. Mr. Cbarles E. Stow, 
who had joined the staff the year before, became librarian - the 
fifth to hold the position. The building for the Negro Branch 
was renovated and occupied in June, 1952, offering improved 
service to the borrowers. During 1953-1954, the County service 
was expanded. A sedan delivery truck was purchased. An adult 
deposit station opened, and the first two direct service stops for 



Negro service added. 

By the mid-fifties the facilities on Main Street were inade­
quate for the expanding library. To the librarian's report for 
1954 was added the following note: "The Greenville Public 
Library has reached a point where it must either formulate a 
plan for its future development and embark on that program, or 
lose the preeminent position it has held among the public 
libraries of the state." 

In June 1955, the Library Board secured J. Russell Bailey, a 
library consultant and architect, to make a survey of lhe library. 
Mr. Bailey's report stated: "I am convinced that any major ad­
ditions or alterations should not be made to the present struc­
ture which is not fireproof, nor originally planned for a 
library." The report then suggested changes that could be made 
to make the building temporarily more usable and attractive. 

In May, 1957, the Library suffered a great loss in the death of 
its Chairman - Mr. F. W. Symnes who had been elected to that 
position in February 1927. Mr. Romayne Barnes became Chair­
man six months later. The next year the Board lost another 
faithful and efficient member by the death of Mr. E. A. 
Gilfillin, for many years the treasurer. In 1958, the service to the 
Hosptial was discontinued due to the growth of the hospital and 
the limited resources of the library. 

In 1959, Miss Ruth Walker, on the staff of the Greenville 
News and long concerned over library problems, made a study 
of the situation, and brought it to the attention of 8. 0. 
Thomason, Jr., member of the County delegation. A special 
committee of three delegation members, with Mr. Thomason as 
Chairman, made a detailed study of the library situation, the 
result being submitted to the 1960 session of the State 
Legislature. The report began - "The Greenville Public Library 
is dying a slow death by strangulation because of a lack of 
funds." In conclusion there were recommendations which had 
been approved by both City and County library boards and by 
the City Council. The GreenviEle Delegation introduced these 
recommendations revised into a bill during the 1961 session of 
the State Legislature. The bill passed and was signed by the 
Governor July I, 1961. The most important provisions were the 
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consolidation of the city and county libraries into a permanent 
county service (to be known as the Greenville County Library) 
and setting a library tax of two and a quarter mills for the sup­
port of the library. 

Another event of 1960 was the formation of a branch of the 
Friends of the Library, with Mr. Arthur Magill as President. 
This was first proposed by Miss Taber in 1940. 

A new era of library service began with the passage of the 
1961 bill. The newly created County Library with Charles E. 
Stowe as Librarian and Miss Mary S. Cox as assistant was able 
to begin operation with an income of S206,760 (An increase 
over the previous year of nearly $100,CXXJ). This amount, with 
additional funds from the S1ate Library Board, made new ser• 
vices possible. An enlarged staff and four new bookmobiles 
assured a great extension of the work of the library. In 
November, 1961, two new branch~ were opened, one in 
Travelers Rest using space in the Federal Savings and Loan 
building, and the other in Mauldin in a small building owned by 
the town. A year later a library building was given to Mauldin 
by the ''Her Majesty's Foundation," asa memorial to Langdon 
Cheves. The Library Board arranged to participate in a three• 
year demonstration sponsored by the State Library Board. In 
addition to providing the sum of S45,CXXJ, the State Board 
would furnish help with various projects. 

During the next few years, the Library was expanded as to 
assets and services. Several valuable gifts were received. Among 
these were the large geophysical globe presented by Mr. and 
Mrs.Arthur Magill, and a new branch library by the Beaunit 
Corporation to the town of Fountain Inn. In 1965 came the 
notable gift of SI00,000 from the Symnes foundation, for the 
purchase of a lot for a new building. 

The Greenville County Library,now being integrated, in 1965 
the McBee Avenue Branch was dosed and its personnel and 
assets correlated into the main library. 

The Jong dreamed of new building became a reality when to 
the one and a quarter million dollar bond issue was added the 
sum of a quarter million each from the State Library Board, the 
Applachian Planning and Development Commission, and in 



July 1968, the magnilkient gift of a half million from the 
Symnes Foundation. 

Ground breaking for the new building was held on July 30, 
1968, with many prominent guests present. The $2,300,0CIO new 
building was completed and the opening took place on May 24, 
1970, with ceremonies held in the Thomas F. Parker 
Auditorium. As Ralph W. Blakely, Chairman of the Greenville 
County Council told 1hose present, "This is your day, and you 
have waited a long time for it." The following morning the 
Library was opened to the public. 

The year 1971 marked the fiftieth anniversary of the founding 
of the library. The event was marked by an exhibit in the South 
Carolina Room graphically presenting the development of the 
Library. Simple exersises were held in the Thomas F. Parker 
Auditorium on May 20, exactly fifty years from the day the 
Library first opened. The exercises closed with the presentation 
to Dr. Thomas Parker of a booklet in appreciation of the ser­
vice rendered to the library by his father. 

The Greenville County Library faces a great future. Housed 
in one of the finest library buildings in the Southeast, with ade­
quate tax support, and a large and, in the main, experienced and 
trained staff with the necessary equipment to increase their effi­
ciency, the library should forge ahead. 

This sketch might weU close with the words of the wise and 
farseeing Founder. In a report to the Board in July 1926, Mr. 
Thomas F. Parker wrote: "This library from its earliest days 
has had high aims and requirements of service from its Board as 
well as its Staff. We have great adventures in prospect, and a 
past of which we need not be ashamed. We are faced not only 
by the need for securing much needed crude dollars, but also 
with developing successfuUy, and employing vigorously means 
to popularize the abundant use of good books in this city and 
county. We need a vision of the profound educational and 
broadening innuence that an adequate free public library can 
exercise in our community." 
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Procetdings and Paptrs of the Grtniv.ille Courity 
HislDrica/Society 

Volume I (1962-1964): out of print 
Volume II (1964-1965): 011/ of prml 
Volume Ill (1965-1968); out of print 
Volume IV (1968-1971); S2.50percopy, pose paid 

Cron, M.A. "Today's Texti1e Scene in Greenville Councy" 

Ebaugh, Laura Smith "The Couon Mill Village in Re1rospec1" 
Sutherland, H. L. "Arms Manuraccuring in Greenville Councy" 

Whitmire, Mildred E. (Mrs. Beverly T.) "The Presence or the Past" 
Withington, Frances Marshall "Camp Sevier, 1917-1918" 

Prtsence of 1he Past: Ep11aphs of IBrh and J9rh Cem11ry Pioneers in Grttri· 
ville Co11my, Sou/h Carolina and Thtir Dtsundants. edited by Beverly 
T.Whitmire(l976).992pages. 
S20.00pcrcopy,postpaid 

This userultool for both genealogists and localhistoriansincludes:epitahs 
from 199 cemeteries--public, church, family, and plantation burying 
grounds -- , directions for reaching each site, an inde~ or the some 17,420 
namesbycemeterylocation,alistofRevolutionaryWarsoldiersconnected 
with Greenville County, and a reprint of the buria.l notices published in the 
Greenville Mo11n1aineer during the l830's. Carerully ~sembled over ten ye.an 
or research and attractively bound in buckram, Tht Prrsrna of lht Past 
should be in the libraries of every ramily with Greenville County origins. 




