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Foreword 

The Greenville County Historical Society publishes its 
Proceedings and Papers irregularly as papers concerning Green­
ville County history and funds for publication become 
available. The purpose of the publication is to provide both a 
history of the Society's development and a repository of infor­
mation concerning Greenville County's past. As the file of 
Proceedings and Papers grow:s, Greenvillians will have an in­
creasingly valuable resource which enhances an understanding 
of the growth of the community. 

The degree of documentatio11 varies widely among the several 
papers included. While the Society encourages persons prepar­
ing papers to utilize standard historiographical practices and 
techniques, the "editor" has accepted both the documentation 
and the style or the author responsible. The editorial function is 
limited to that of a compiler with discretion to establish some 
degree of uniformity as to form and as to standards of length 
established by the Board of Directors. A "style sheet" is 
available from the editor upon request. 

Due to the rise in printing costs, the format is somewhat ab­
breviated from that of the early volumes. Lists of committee 
chairmen and the boards of directors have been omitted and the 
"Proceedings of the Society" have been reduced to minimum 
essentials. However, a tribute to Mrs. Fred Huffman, Hospital­
ity Chairman, and her committee is warranted. This Committee 
has provided refreshments for each meeting and thus has con­
tributed to the warm "fellowship hour" that is an important 
part of the society's sessions. 

The Greenville County Historical Society is unique among 
county societies in that it publishes its "Papers of the Society." 
It is to be congratulated that it -continues this project even in this 
somewhat modified form. - A.N.S. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY 

(all meelings were in the Parker Memorial Auditorium, 
Green¥ille County Library) 

1919 - 1980 

Fall Meeting, October 21, 1919. 

Ms. Christie Fant of the South Carolina Department of 
Archives and History, State Historical Preservation Service 
division, explained the history and use of federal and regional 
grants available under programs administered by the Depart­
ment of Agriculture. She reported 511 sites now listed on the 
National Register, including 59 in the Appalachian region and 7 
in this district. She completed her presentation by showing slides 
of places in this region listed on the National Register. 

WinterMeeting,Januaryl7, 1980. 
Dr. Robert Stroupe, Cura1or of History of the South 

Carolina Museum, discussed the new state museum project. The 
General Assembly created the South Carolina Museum Com­
mission in 1973, charged it with the creation and operation of a 
State Museum renecting the history, natural history, fine ans, 
scientific and industrial resources of the state, and appropriated 
$50,000 for the Commission to begin its work. Stroupe explain­
ed the projected cultural complex to be created on a fifty-three­
acre site across the Congaree from the Riverbanks Zoo on land 
leased from the Zoo. As projected, the State Museum would re­
quire some twenty-four million dollars to bring the plans to 
completion. He pointed out that there were 155 museums 
operating in the state, assured the members that the State 
Museum would not overlap this work but would rather 
strengthen them by coordination of resources, and urged 
members to write their legislators urging authorization of the 
bonds necessary to get construction underway. Mr. Arthur 
McGill, member of the South Carolina Museum Commission, 
joined Stroupe in stressing the need for a State Museum. 

Spring Meeting, April 20, 1980. 
Mr. Vance Drawdy, chairman of the Greenville County 



Historic Preservation Commission, thanked the Society for the 
$3,220 gift to 1he res1oration of the Huguenot Mill Office 
Building project (on February 3, 1980, lhe Board of Directors 
had met with the Historic Preservalion Commission and 
Drawdy had presented the urgent need for some $5,000 lo com­
plete the restoration project. II had been agreed that lhe Society 
would conlribute S 1,000 from its treasury and a campaign lo 
raise $4,000 from lhe membership would be launched. On 
February 7, President Glenn Clayton had sen I a lelter to the 
membership telling of this decision and urging support of the 
projecl. On March I, the Society had given the Commission 
$3,220). Drawdy also invited the Society lo atlend dedication 
ceremonies at the restored Huguenot Mill Office Building in 
mid-May. 

The Society elecled lhe following officers for two-year terms: 

President 
First Vice-President 
Recording Secretary: 

Sam R. Zimmerman, Jr. 
William N. Cruikshank 
Mrs. Robert Hassold 

Dr. Robert C. Tucker presented his paper, "A History of 
Paris Mountain," published elsewhere in this issue. 

1980 - 1981 

Fall Meeliog, Oclober 19, 1980. 
This meeting was designated "Mary C. Simms Oliphant 

Day" by action of the Board of Directors and the only routine 
business was 1he presentation of proposed changes and up­
dating of the By-Laws of the Society prepared by Andrew 
Marion and approved by the Board. Action on the proposals 
was scheduled for the Winter Meeting. 

The Honorable E. P. Riley, lawyer and fa1her of Governor 
Richard Riley, delivered \auditory remarks concerning Mrs. 
Albert Drane Oliphant and presented her with Governor Riley's 
proclamation declaring Mrs. Oliphant a "Palmetto Lady" and 
a member of the Order of the Palmeuo. The Society responded 
with a standing ova1ion. Mrs. Ales1er G. Furman, Ill (Mary 
Simms Oliphant), read Mrs. Oliphant's "Genesis of an Up­
Country Town," originally presented to the South Carolina 



Historical Association in 1933. Books written by Mrs. Oliphant 
were displayed. Mrs. Oliphant's paper is published elsewhere in 
this issue. 

Winter Meeting, February 8, 1981. 
The amendments to the By-Laws of the Society, presented at 

the Spring Meeting were approved by the Society (these changes 
arc incorporated in the By-Laws of the Society printed 
elsewhere in this issue). 

Mr. Marion Hewell presented resolutions of sympathy and 
appreciation for Mrs. John (Cornelia Crittenden) Arrington, 
founder, charter member, director, and enthusiastic promoter 
of the Society. 

President Sam Zimmerman, Jr., presented Mr. John L. 
Hawkins, retired manager and fifty-year veteran of the Green­
ville Water System, who read his" A History of the Greenville 
Water System from Its Inception to January I, 1981," publish­
ed elsewhere in this issue. 

Spring Meeting, April 5, 1981, jointly wilh the Greenville 
Chapter of the South Carolina Genealogical Society. 

President Sam Zimmerman, Jr., introduced Mr. Edward 
Chedium, President of the Greenville Chapter of the South 
Carolina Genealogical Society and each expressed pleasure in 
having a joint meeting of the two societies. 

The Society elected the following officers for two year terms: 

Second Vice-President Miss Choice McCoin 
Corresponding Secretary: Ms. Judy Gatlin 
Treasurer: Stephen Mitchell 

Mrs. Walker Murray of the Genealogical Society introduced 
the guest speaker, Miss Wylma Wates - author, editor, and 
special assistant in the Archives and Publication section of the 
South Carolina Department of Archives and History. Miss 
Wates discussed "The Sources at the South Carolina Archives 
for Local History and Genealogical Research." 



1981 • 1982 

Fall Meeting, October 18, 1981. 
Following a presentation by President Sam Zimmerman, Jr., 

the Society established the "Founders Fund." Tall.•free dona­
tions, gifts, and memorials to this fund will be held for use in 
financing future projects of the Society. 

The Society recognized Second Vice-President William N. 
Cruikshank and his Membership Committee for their "Summer 
'81" campaign resulting in sixty-two new members. 

Mrs. David (Jon) Ward presented "William Bates and the 
Batesville Community," published elsewhere in this issue. 

Winter Meeting, January 31, )982 (after having been "snowed 
out" on January 17.) 

President Sam Zimmerman, Jr., announced that the Green­
ville Water System might donate a small, hand-hewed, log 
smoke house to the Society if the Society would pay the costs of 
moving. The unit would compliment the Cole Richardson log 
house on the Sirrine propeny. 

The Society agreed to help the Greenville Planning Commis­
sion by contributing research and data in suppon of an inven­
tory of historical sites in Greenville County. 

In recognition of the city's sesquicentennial year, Albert N. 
Sanders presented "This Was Greenville in the 1830's," 
published elsewhere in this issue. 

Spring Meeting, April 25, 1982. 
The Society elected the following officers for two-year terms: 

President: William N. Cruikshank 
First Vice-President: Paul C. Aughtry, Jr. 
Recording Secretary: Mrs. Robert W. Hassold 

The Society adopted a resolution of sympathy, respect, and 
appreciation of Laura Smith Ebaugh, founder, charter 
member, officer, director, and enthusiastic supporter of the 
Society. 
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Mrs. W. B. (Sudie) Mulligan talked on "A History or Camp 
Greenville, 1912 - 1982,'' published elsewhere in this issue. 

On the motion of Joseph B. Earle, Jr., and seconded by 
Romayne Barnes, the Society voted to place a memorial plaque 
honoring Miss Laura Smith Ebauih in the offices of the Green­
ville County Historic Pr~rvation Commission in the Huguenot 
Mill Office Restoratton. 

Nole: 
Mrs. Stephen (Caroline Smith) McNamara gave Miss Laura 

Smith Ebaugh's papers to the Society. Miss Choice McCoin, 
Sam Zimmerman, A. V. Huff, Jr., and Albert N. Sanders, on 
the appointment by President William W. Cruikshank. 
evaluated the collection and placed the papers in the Greenville 
County Library for cataloging as part of its South Carolina 
Collection. The papers will be identified as the "Laura S. 
Ebaugh Collection of Historical Papers." 

The brass plaque honorina Miss Ebaugh was placed in 1he 
Hucueoot Mill Offtce Res1ora1ion of the Greenville County 
-listoric Preserva1ion Commis.sion of which she was an oriainal 
nember. 

The plaque reads: 
In Memoriam 

Laura Smith Ebaugh 
1898 • 1982 

A Dedicated Life-Long Worker for Community Well-Deina 
Teacher• Author - Historian 

Librarian - Sociologist 

A Founder and a Manber 
Greenville County Historic: Preservatton Commission 

A Charter Member and Continuing Supporter of the 
Greenville County Historical Society 

Whose Membership Voted Unanimously to 
Recognize and Remember her Character 
and Devoted Ser\'ice by this Memorial 

April 18, 1982 
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1982 - 1983 

Fall Mttling, Octobtr 17, 1982. 
The Special Committee on the Feasibility of a "New History 

of Greenville County" (Yancy Gilkerson, chairman, Luther 
McBee, and Choice McCain), having secured approval of its 
findings by the Board of Directors on June 23, 1982, brought a 
resolution/motion that the Society should approve and support 
the publication of a one-volume documented history of Green­
ville County and that the Committee secure Albert N. Sanders 
as the historian/author. Chairman Gilkerson brought the 
resolution/motion, Stephen Mitchell seconded it and the 
Society unanimously voted its approval and support. 

Local publisher, J. Ligon Duncan, traced the "Migrations 
into Greenville County" for the Society. 

Winttr Meeting, January 16, 1983. 
Mr. Henry Bacon McKay, retired construction engineer, 

community leader, and specialist in local history, gave his 
paper, "The Mansion House," published in this issue. 

Spring Mttling, April 10, 1983. 
The report of the Special Committee on the By-Laws (Marion 

Hewell, chairman, A. V. Huff, Jr., and Joseph H. Earle, Jr.) as 
approved by the Board of Directors on March 30, 1983, was 
presented and approved by the membership. This report was 
given final approval at the Fall Meeting, 1983, and is included in 
the By-Laws as published elsewhere in this issue. 

The Society elected the following officers (in accord with the 
amended By-Laws): second vice-president, Yancy Gilkerson; 
secretary, Mrs. W. A. Wallace; treasurer, Stephen D. Mitchell; 
directors-at-large, for one-year terms - Mrs. B. T. Whitmire 
and Henry Bacon McKay, for two-year terms - Judge Clement 
Haynesworth and Charles Thomas, for three-year-terms -
Choice McCain and Vance Drawdy. 

Program Vice-President Choice McCain introduced Mrs. 
Ollin J. (Loulie Latimer) Owens, one-time member of the South 
Carolina Tricentennial Commission staff, who gave her paper, 
"My Adventures with the South Carolina Tricentennial,'' 
published elsewhere in this issue. 
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A HISTORY OF GREENVILLE WATF:R SUPPLY 

FROM ITS INCEPTION TO JANUARY I, 1981 

JOHN L. HAWKINS 

For 119 years after Richard Pearis made hls first settlement at 
the falls or Reedy River, there was no public water supply in the 
town of Greenville. By 1887, however, Greenville had a popula­
tion of about 9,000 and boasted of three hotels, public schools, 
two colleges, and a horse-drawn street railway which connected 
the terminus of the Columbia and Greenville Railroad on 
Augusta Street with the station of the Richmond and Danville 
(now Southern) Railroad on West Washington Street. The 
bustling growth of Greenville in 1887 spurred the en­
trepreneurial and civic spirit generated a need of a public water 
supply. 

In that year, Ferguson and Miller, who were operating a 
general merchandising business on the northwest corner of 
Main and Washington Streets, installed a small pipeline and 
piped water from a spring on Spring Street near the corner of 
Court Street to a wooden tank on the roof of their store. This 
system did not last long as the tank burned down, along with the 
building chat supported it; however, at best, it only supplied a 
few stores along Main Street. The spring I mentioned is still 
flowing today, and is the source of the stream that flows over 
the little waterfall into the rock garden at the intersection of 
McDaniel Avenue and Webster Street. 

After having had some experience with running water, the 
businessmen of the town felt that a more adequate supply 
should be provided. Mr. Albion Avery Gates, the proprietor of 
the Mansion House Hotel, made a trip to Philadelphia and, 
after much persuasion, prevailed on the American Pipe 
Manufacturing Company 10 come to Greenville and build an 
adequate water system. 

The system they built was known as the Paris Mountain 
Water Company. While building dams on Paris Mountain and 
installing the necessary long pipeline, they installed a pressure 
filter and steam pumps on Richland Creek, a short distance 
downstream from Summit Drive and Bennett Street. After the 
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dams were completed on Paris Mountain and the pipeline in• 
stalled, the filter and pumps were moved to the No. 2 Reservoir 
on Paris Mountain. Mr. Ollie Cauble told me that he had the 
contract to move this equipment, which was done with ox 
teams, and that they were on the road a week between the two 
locations. No. I Reservoir was at an elevation that would deliver 
water to the city by gravity; No. 2 Reservoir was downstream 
from No. I and, therefore, the water had to be pumped. The 
first water delivered from Paris Mountain was in 1888. 

In 1904, two more reservoirs and seven catch basins were built 
on Paris Mountain. The catch basins fed water into No. 3 
Reservoir through a series of pipelines. Nos. 3 and 4 Reservoirs 
were both at an elevation that supplied water by gravity. 

In 1901, a standpipe was built at Pendleton and Leach Streets 
with a capacity of 460,000 ga11ons that could store water during 
off.peak hours and assist the transmission lines during the peak 
hours of use. 

In 1917, the population of Greenville was estimated at 18,000. 
That year saw the beginning of the United State participation in 
World War I as well as the beginning of sterilization of water 
for the City of Greenville. The consumption of water by the 
greater Greenville area at this time was about 1,000,000 gallons 
daily. The coming of Camp Sevier (a World War I training 
camp) and an inn WI of people to Greenville threw a tremendous 
burden on the old water company and the City Fathers decided 
to start negotiations for the purchase of the water system. A 
citizens' committee was appointed by the City Council to carry 
on these negotiations. This committee was composed of Colonel 
Ellison Adger Smyth, W. C. Oeveland, and Ed F. Woodside. 
The transfer of ownership took place on August I, 1918, and 
the negotiating committee was continued as Commissioners of 
Public Works. Mr. Cleveland served on this Commission until 
his death twenty•nine years later. A bond issue of Sl,000,000 
was sold, $800,000 of which was paid for the Paris Mountain 
Water Company and the remaining $200,000 was used in 
building a filter plant and pumping station on Enoree River to 
supplement the Paris Mountain supply. 

In 1921, another standpipe was built at the intersection of 
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Pendleton and Leach streets with a capacity of 1,2000,00CI 
gallons to assist in the peak hour demands. 

The next improvement was in 1923 when an automatic 
chlorinating station was built on the east end of Paris 
Mountain. 

The f~llowing year saw the construction of eight miles of 
twenty-four-inch transmission main from Paris Mountain to the 
City. The average daily consumption was running in excess of 
2,000,000 gallons. 

During this same year (1924), a survey was made of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains in upper Greenville County to locate a new 
source of supply. As a result of this survey, the Table Rock Dam 
and reservoir was started on July 4, 1925, and a thirty-inch 
pipeline was run from that reservoir to No. 3 Reservoir on Paris 
Mountain. h was thought at that time that Greenville had all the 
water it would ever need, and enough pipeline capacity for a 
minimum of twenty years. The Table Rock Reservoir and 
pipeline were placed in service in 1930, and in 1939 Commis­
sioners of Public Works began installing another thirty-inch 
pipeline all the way to the city and building No. 6 Reservoir 
about one mile south of Travelers Rest. These facilities gave us a 
capacity from Table Rock to the city of 17,000,000 gallons 
daily, by gravity. A short while after the Table Rock supply was 
in operation a portion of the treatment plant and pumping sta­
tion site on Enoree River was sold and the balance junked. 

In 1934, a treatment plant was built at the Table Rock Reser­
voir with complete automatic controls for sterilization and other 
corrective treatment. The total cost of approximately 14.5 
square miles of watershed, the Table Rock Dam and first 
pipeline was $2,000,000. 

In 1948, the city limits were extended, changing the area of 
the city from five square miles to eighteen square miles. The 
areas added were Northgate, Overbrook and Augusta Road. 
None of these areas had sufficient water mains or fire protec­
tion. The Commission immediately approved bringing these 
areas up to standard and this was accomplished in about two 
years. 

In 1954, the Commission built a booster station on Pumpkin-
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town Road, west of Marietta that increased the capacity of the 
two thirty-inch pipelines from Table Rock to_ the city to 
28,500,000 gallons daily. This project required that the pipelines 
across three mountains be lowered as much as fifty feet in order 
to change the hydraulic gradient between Table Rock and the 
new pumping station. The combined cost of this improvement 
was $430,000. 

By 1954 the demand for water indicated that another source 
of supply would be needed by 1960. The North Saluda River 
promised to be the best source available. In 1955, a team of nine 
real estate men were selected by the Real Estate Board of Green­
ville to begin appraising each piece of property on the North 
Saluda River drainage area above the proposed dam site. After 
the appraisals were completed, this same group of nine men 
negotiated with the property owners for acquisition of over 
twenty-si:i,; square miles of the watershed. Included in the pro­
perty for the North Saluda project were two motels, one hotel 
and the homes of nearly 800 families. There are nearly 900 deeds 
on file in the Water System's office covering the property pur­
chased for this one project at a total cost of appro:i,;imately 
$3,000,000. The dam construction was started in 1956, the 
treatment plant about two years later and the forty-eight-inch 
pipeline from the North Saluda Reservoir to Paris Mountain 
followed. The project cost appro:i,;imately $11,500,000 and was 
placed in service in January of 1961. The capacity of the North 
Saluda project was 24,000,000 gallons daily, by gravity alone. In 
1972 the Commission installed pumps at the treating plant, in­
creasing the daily capacity to 70,000,000 gallons. Now the total 
daily pumping capacity from both Table Rock and North 
Saluda is 97,000,000 gallons. 

In 1966, it was estimated that by 1985 additional water would 
be needed, and I am very proud of the fact that I participated in 
the early negotiations with Duke Power Company to make 
100,000,000 gallons per day from their Keowee Lake for Green­
ville County. It was estimated at that time the Keowee Project 
would cost $50,000,000, but it now appears that, due to inna­
tion, the cost is going to total appro:i,;imately $65,000,000. Bids 
were taken in March, 1978, for the Lake Keowee intake struc­
ture, which later cost the lives of seven men when the cofferdam 
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collapsed. Another cofferdam was constructed and the intake 
structure is now completed above the full water level and the 
cofferdam has been removed. The seventy-two-inch pipeline is 
now under construction at a cost of $250 per foot. A filter plant 
will be constructed on land already purchased adjacent to the 
lake, and it is planned for the whole project to be completed by 
1985. 

In 1969, a laboratory was constructed and fully equipped at 
the No. 6 Reservoir, about one mile south of Travelers Rest, 
where approximately 115 bacteriological tests and 370 chemical 
analyses are run weekly. 

In !919, as a result of an inspection by the United States 
Corps of Engineers, the Table Rock Dam was raised aprox­
imately six feet and the spillway enlarged at a cost of approx­
imately $675,00J. Also in 1979, the two standpipes previously at 
the intersection of Pendleton and Leach streets were cut down 
since they had Jong since served their purpose. 

The maximum daily consumption up to this year (1981) has 
been 65,00J,OOJ gallons, with a maximum hourly demand of 
93,00J,OOJ gallons. 

In the history of the Greenville Water System there has never 
been a water shortage, due no doubt to the farsighted vision of 
the Commissioners of Public Works and their management. In 
my fifty-one years' experience with the Water System it has been 
my observation that in every city that has water shortages, the 
water department is controlled by politicians. The Water System 
has paid its own way from the time it wa5 purchased from the 
Paris Mountain Water Company, and is still doing so. It has 
never cost the taxpayers one red cent, except what they paid for 
the water they used. 

Our water system is under the sole control of the Commis­
sioners of Public Works who serve without compensation and 
pay their water bills the same as you and I. There are three com­
missioners who are elected and serve six-year staggered terms; 
and the Mayor and one member of the City Council serve as ex­
officio members. l am proud to say that not one commissioner 
has ever been defeated when he ran for re-election. The present 
Commission is composed of Dr. Jack Parker, Chairman; Sam 
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R. Zimmerman, Vice Chairman; Mayor Jesse Helms and Coun­
cilman David Thomas, with the seat of the third elected com­
missioner remaining vacant at this time, due no doubt to the 
fact the elected commissioners and the political ex-officio 
members cannot agree on the successor to Dave Traxler, whose 
untimely death occurred some months ago. 

It is beyond my comprehension to understand why the City 
Fathers think they should have a portion of the water system 
revenue when the indebtedness of the City is only $1,370,000 in 
General Obligation Bonds, and the Water System indebtedness 
is $33,385,000 in Revenue Bonds. It is my fervent hope that the 
next election will fill the vacant seat on the Commission with a 
person with the determination to protect the water bondholders' 
interest, especially since the Commission must issue another 
$27,000,000 of Revenue Bonds to complete the Keo wee Project. 

For the fiscal year ending July 31, 1980, the Water System 
revenue was S9,527, 787 .00. The ordinances under which the 
bonds are sold require the Commission to first pay all operating 
costs and necessary maintenance; secondly, to pay all bond in­
terest; thirdly to meet all bond principal payments promptly; 
any remaining funds can be and are used in the construction of 
additional water system improvements. 

You may wonder why the water rates must be increased from 
time to time. The laws of the State of South Carolina covering 
the issuance of Revenue Bonds require that the Commission 
must have sufficient revenue for a period of two years prior to 
selling additional bonds to pay all operating costs, interest and 
principal payments on all outstanding bonds, in addition to that 
on the bonds being sold. 

The Water System is now serving water to Marietta, Travelers 
Rest, Mauldin, Simpsonville, Fountain Inn and Piedmont, with 
customers also in Greenville, Laurens, Pickens and Anderson 
Counties. 

The Water System occupies four noors of the new City Hall, 
for which they paid during its construction. The System has a 
sophisticated computer system to handle the records of its 
almost 78,00Cl customers. The Maintenance Department oc­
cupies a shop and storeroom in a building on Mayberry Street, 
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a~ng wi1h a storage yard or abou1 1wo acres. They have .six.lY· 
two au1omobile:s and truck.sand, or course, the necessary he-avy 
equipment for the construction crews and maintenance crews. 

I have endeavored to outline for you the major developments 
in the history of the growth of the Greenville Water System, but 
have not mentioned the hundreds or smaller improvements that 
have been going on throughout the ninety-three years of the 
water system's life. There has been very few days during the 
ninety-three years that some improvement was not underway. 
This water business is very demanding, 24 hours per day, 7 days 
per week, 365 days per year, regardless of weather. Believe me, 
l'~be-enthere! 

THE COLOSSAL BARGAIN 

lntlmcdlysof-.ide!nn,cion 
Whidlhossprud1erou111en1tion 

Tiitthou1btlcssinum111lmo,tturntodrink! 
Whcrc'11hcbar1alnhunt•r·st1ovcr? 
t,1hed1yofvllluuo,,cr? 

JuS1op,nuplhtf1,i,c:1"1ln,oursink! 
Out wil ronw JQllr RUNNING WATER 
M1ybcroldft",m1,bt,otlff: 

Al JOU w1111, and undtt pnwun too! 
A11lw.....,,ou1n1uin1 Forthtprluis ___ ...,, 

If'°"' laM 1he1ioM to Orial 1hc •Iller 1Mo,,e.h. 
For1ptn11.y.soakorlho...,. 
Fc-1q_11&11erota.11ou,: ...... ._,.. .............. 
For1becryOUPIYldollar. 
Evffltllou&)tyouhadn'toner. 

A hundred dl'Ulb of wain aist three mills! 
Wheni1romt11os..ni111ion, 
RUNNING WATER'S made our nation 

Hllltandheanyra11heli111c11111-•v,spcn1. 
~when,ou'v11ot1oro 
It" o:omtonl"I 10 ~now 

Tlw_.m f\ull>Qoo,.i JQ11 b1111Cffll1 

DoJ1)11thi,,k 111Mdin bdielp<'I'. 
WbahfflopsoilOflhedioq,cr! 

J11S1""1110.aadshuddn 81 lhc blow, 
Don'ltt1holbfflUltllMcoUa,; 
Wam•, EIGHT TONS for a dolart 

Htre's JQIII' COI.OSS.,.L BARGAIN - H.0. 
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THE MANSION HOUSE 

HENRY BACON McKOY 

The very word "mansion" interests me. In its most famous 
usage Christ said: "In my Father's house are many mansions., .. 
Having been born and raised in the coastal Carolina, 1 had 
always thought that a ''mansion,'' as Christ used it, was a large, 
two-storied, columned, white structure built on an eminence. 
However, when I recently looked up the word in a dictionary 
and found it to mean "A dwelling place; abode," "A separate 
lodging, apartment, etc." and only in the third meaning given 
was "mansion" defined as "Formerly, a manor house; hence 
any house of some size or pretension."' The word "mansion" 
meaning a "dwelling place" or "abode" is found in nineteenth 
century American usage. When researching the genealogy of my 
wife's family, I found that her great grandfather left to each of 
his twelve children a tract of land and "a mansion." Originally, 
I wondered at his opulence only to find that he meant "a 
house." However, when Colonel William Toney named his 
newly built hotel the "Mansion House," he intended the 
Carolinas' meaning (and the third definition) for to him the 
name implied "great, fine, large, extraordinary," a place of 
mangificence, excellence, and grandeur. 

The building of the Mansion House came when a practical 
businessman saw economic opportunity in the growing tourist 
business in the village of Greenville. As James M. Richardson 
wrote: 

From the beginning of permanent 5ettlements in 1784, Greenville 
County had been recognized as a de5ireable summer re5ort, and 
many residents of Charleston were soon spending a few months of 
each year here. Some of these purchased plantations, while others 
became "paying guests" with their friends. But there seems to have 
beennoeffortpu1forwardtocommercializethehealth-givingqu1.lity 
of the climate till 1815, when Edmund Wadde!l rented the Alston 

·--...... ,,...c.__--,,. ........ .......,_o, .. c-.-
c:i..,,.. ...... 11:a...._M ................ _ • ....,......,.,_. __ .................. --~ .. ..... -
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rnidenoe (Pro~ HiUI from Var dry Mee«,' and opened it into a 
tlotd, or ,ummer mort. Waddell wai of lht type who mike ideal 
honti, and ctwiqualicy,(Offlbincd wich che uu.l\enl aa:ommod.etioR'!I 
whktl the AlslOfl inan$ion afforded, SOOfl filled Grnnville with lhc 
11i$C«1aqof1hccou1. 

Bl11 il •IS not u111;, the ~ar 182• th.It Greenville bqan in e.irnnl 
to ffl(ertllin 11\ne Wl!'IITIU wisilon, ,..t,o br lhl, 1imt: had become ont 
of 11te prineipti ~,en of int0me for the vma,t. • 

In 1822, Colonel William Toney, reputed to be one or the 
wealthiest men in Grtenville District, 1 determined to build a 
hotel which would "excel any house in the upper part or the 
state in appearance and accommodation for the travelin& 
pubtk."' He bought lots number seven and eight' from Samuel 
Crayton ror SSOOO" and bc1an to build. In 1824 he completed 
the Mansion House and it 1raced the northwest corner or the 
town square (later the corntr or W~t Court and South Main 
streets) for I century. Colonel Toney operated the hotel ror 
seven years before selling it to Dr. John Crittenden in 1830! 
Between Its purchase by Dr. Crittenden and the Conredcrate 
War additions were made to lhe Mansion House and it had a 
wcccssion of owners in its century or existence. 

The M&n5ion Hou$C'" was a thrtt:•Story, brick building which 
elbowed around the park," where the historical marker honor• 
ins Joel Robnu Poinsett now is, runnin1 rrom Main Street on 

'Mr...,booslol°"'~·1.........,at,o..,chil1WM11w~ .... -ioc.. .. ., ... r.__, --............ .....,.0-_~.,..a.,.-. ........ Tll 
llcP,. eo-,.u,,-. ,_(ol.....,~ It._.,,_.,. 

1 
.. ~;::,._~-iuio&o.lllCa,-t,,o.....,11'99 .... 1165.ThclocMpalloU..,,;,•• 

-~ ...... H,.,,.,, 0.--. ... --- .... 
'TlN:M -• IO lulpotffN l.blAhu:a plll whtfl lA,Wfl Jncs AbtOII .. !>"I "l"kllUI· ...... ,,., .. _,c.._--..._ ... ~T-M~.,·· -'nu ... a--,lliplpriu,_,IM.._b'-lil ......... Cn-•1d-tin&. 

'Or.~-,_,.,,.....,..Maiasu ... 1-, .. Ma.......H"""'-"llt"""...i 
1t1oC.-..Haoll-•-··~••1tat.r-J-••on.Gf ...... ,.,__,,, 

----
, ........ ___ II_ .... __ ., __ ~ ........ , .. 

-•Jm01111C1Gt-•io1tlt .. «ooilil_,.......,.ln°""" .. J• 

'""" .. - ........... ea.. ___ ......... -_ .... _ .. ______ _ 
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its east end to West Court Street on its west end. The Main 
Street entrance, five steps above the sidewalk, was the principal 
entrance while two entrances from Court Street opened into a 
large basement. Across the entire front at the second-story level 
ran a six-foot-wide iron balcony with an ornamental iron railing 
and supporting brackets. Adjoining the original building on the 
north was the annex, a four-story building, also with a second­
story balcony. On these balconies the patrons or the hotel would 
gather in the evening to enjoy any breeze that was wandering up 
Main Street. Patrons and citizens also filled the balconies when 
Greenville put on one or its many parades or soldiers, veterans, 
fire horses, circuses, political figures, or whatever. It was the 
custom for hotel guests - and, later, store occupants - to 
bring out what were known as "captain's chairs" to the 
sidewalk, and tilt them back against the building, to better view 
the passers-by, and to swap gossip. 

The Mansion House was constructed or brick, evidently 
manuractured locally. At the ground floor, the walls were 
twenty-four inches thick, reducing to eighteen-inch walls at the 
first floor level and twelve inches above that. There was a 
dormer roor, with windows on the fourth floor. Most rooms 
had a fireplace in them and there were many chimneys. In the 
main reception room or parlor, there were two large fireplaces, 
one at each end. There was a wide, easy circular stair that led to 
the third floor. The windows were shaded with large, sliding, 
slatted blinds." An elevator, operated by a rope, ran from the 
basement to the third floor, primarily for the handling of 
baggage." 

The lobby was floored with twelve-inch marble tiles, the first 
marble tiling ever brought to Greenville.,. A large dining room 
did double duty as a ball room. 11 In the basement was a large 
bar room and a card room, which opened on a coun, in the mid-

, ___ ,,, ___ .._ _ _, .............. _ .... .., .... ~ 
'I ....................... ..,_..,.., .. ..., 
................................... _ ................ ......... .._ .. _ ....................... ~ 
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.. 
die of which stood a large tree. According to a late nineteenth 
century manager, the "old Charlestonians" would often play 
cards all night in the court yard beneath the tree, "shuttling 
back and forth between the game room and the bar.'''• The first 
cut-glass chandelier ever imported to Greenville "was erected in 
the bar . People that didn't even drink lager beer used to go 
there simply to gaze on the crystal marvel.'''' 

Upon its opening in 1824, the Mansion house became: 

popular and was soon famous,notonly for its commodious and 
artistic design and appointments, and the excellent quality of the 
food and drink served from its tables, but more especially for the 
aristocracy and wcahh oflhCiUCSIS who frequented it. And for )0 
years or more the Mansion House was the axis around which revolved 
the gay, but cultured, sociny whkh thronged the strc,:ts of this little 
piedmont village nestlini under the shadow of Paris Mountain.'' 

Not only was it a resort center, but the Mansion House 
became a place for statesmen and politicians to stop when in 
town. John Caldwell Calhoun in his hey-day, made it his head­
quarters, preferring room number 92." The Record Building, 
Greenville's second court house, was conveniently near on the 
eastern edge of the town square. No doubt historic political 
decisions were made within the Record Building-Mansion 
House environment. 

The popularity and fame of the Mansion House expanded 
throughout the antebellum period. In August, 1842, William C. 
Richards, editor of the Orion, a monthly literary magazine, 
visited Greenville and wrote of the Mansion House: 

HavingestablishedourselvesattheMansion House,which under 
the auspices of Col. [John T.l Coleman, comes as near to our beau 
idealofapafcctvillagehotclasanywehaveelsewhercencountered, 
wefehlikcstaying1hcrclonger1hanourallotted1roisjou,s. We did 

___ .... ___ ....._ ....... ,._., ......... ., ..... 
r00m. Jolin Wolliam D< Forest, A Unio• Offo<,r on 1h, Rw,rurn,crion {Ne• 't'o,k: Archon !looks, 
1961[onJrnollypubliihnl,19'48).'I 

"lnt<M.,..withA.A G•"•bYW•)1l<fre<m1n,Scp«mbetll, 19'41. 

bu,~i::,":::d~!':;~-,~•.'!,."";;;! C. E. Oa,id. Wh'lhcr the chand,ller wo, pare ofth< 0111inll 

"lljch>rd,oo,Honory,6l 

"lnt<M<w with A. A. Gotn by Wayne Frttman, S<p1.,,1bcr I 1. 19"&1 
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somewh:u nc.,ed those limits. and when we left, brealhed an inward 
sigh !hat we could not take the "Mansion House," and its excellent 
host and hostess, along with us. The quiet. the neatne,s, thetaste, 
the viands, andthecouneoustreatmentwhichthevisitorfindstherc, 
will haunt him for days after with a spell." 

Greenville's importance as a summer resort for vacationing 
planters and their families ended with the Confederate War but 
the Mansion House continued as the town's principal hostelry. 
Major John Williams De Forest, who stayed at the Mansion 
House during his fifteen months' tour or duty as the head oft he 
Freedman's Bureau in the Greenville-Pickens-Anderson district 
in 1866 and 1867, wrote: 

In population and wealth Greenville w:t.1 . the third town in 
South Carolina 11 boasted an old and a new counhouse . 
one of the best country hotels therein the South." 

He described the reduced status of the Mansion House in those 
immediate post-war years graphically: 

.. At 1wo o'clock .. I closed my office . Having break-
fasted at eight on beefsteak, bacon, eggs, and hominy, I now a1 two 
o'clock fortified myself with a Rill more substantial dinner and 
looked forward to a sufficiently solid tea. The manner in which my 
host of the Mansion House k-ept up his hotel and supplied a praise­
worthy table on a client age of five permanent boarders and from five 
to ten wc-ekly transients was to me one of the g.reatCiit financial phe­
nomena of 1hc age. The same amount of "facul1y" exerted in New 
York City during the last seven or eight years would have made Mr. 
Swandalc" a Croesus. In a region of miserable hotels, where the 
publican sc-ems to consider it a pan of his contract 10 furnish his 
boarders with dyspepsias, I considered myself amazingly lucky in 
finding such fare as honored the Mansion House 

ltwasalaq1;ebuildingandhadbeenanourishings1andofbusiness 
in the prosperous old times of Greenville, when the merchants of 
Charleston and 1he planters of the low country ca.me up every summer 
to breathe the wholesome air and enjoy the varied scenery of this 
mountain district. There had been a great ballroom - later an apoth­
ecary's shop - and initther-ehad be-engayetiesofproudladiesand 

•••"Edi1on D<portmon1.•• Orin: A Monll1/y Mqa,i..., of LiuntlillSJ:,,nu. •fltl Ari, r,'.liird •Y 
w,rnamC. R1<ha1d,,2jl&<l2-IM)): 18" 
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"hi&h•toned aem~men" - lam paupers. Occaiionally a represent· 
ativeor1hi$imp0verishedgenti1ity,a1ran5i1oryRu1led1c, Pinckney, 
Grimke, Harw,ard or Ravenal, passed a nisht under the roof, find­
in1cause, d0ublen, for nd medi1ations in the con1ra~ of1he presen1 
with 1he pu1. The Trenholms, a comparative parvenu rate. but 
famous !.ince 1M day$ of s.ecenion, were 1here rtpc,atedly. on lhrir 
way lo Uld from 1he!r country snts in Wcstnn North Carolina." 

By the 1880's, 1hc Mansion House was property of the Swan­
dale e-;tate which employed Albion A. Gates a.s manager. In 
1886. Gates rcmodc:lcd the hotel, without the annex, into a 
hostelry with eight:,•six rooms, and the first waccr system in 
Greenville. He later added the first steam heating plant, electric 
lights, and electric caU bells and a fire alarm in every room. He 
advertised the hotel as "Handsomely Refitted. Furnished Sc• 
cond to No Hotel in the South."" 

Under Gatcs's management, the refurbished Mansion House 
operated with modest prosperity during the remainder of the 
century. Genera! Wade Hampton stayed at the Mansion House 
when in Greenville as did Governor (and later United Stales 
Senator) Benjamin Ryan Tillman and Mrs. Tillman who visited 
G1ecnvillc frcqucnily. This was 1he hey day of traveling 
salesmen, or "drummers," traveling by the railroads. These 
men made the Mansion House temporary headquarters travel• 
ing out from Greenville to outlying customers and returning to 
the hospitality of the Mansion House. lJ It must have been a 
rather relaxed atmosphere for when E. Alston Wilkes returned 
to Greenville in 1909 after being away for thirty years, he found 
the Mansion House "familiar and unchanged." He 
remembered fondly Sunday afternoons of his youth when 
"generally gentlemen gathered about the old hostdry to smoke, 
to chat, and 10 drink. their drams."" 

-~~..,=~~=;.~~~~-;c"..:.;;:,~~a("t,~~i,:'~,~~t•;~~,~~uur ... 
"Gr#n.,ll,Cit]0.,,,,0<7.jp,,.1.IIU(Or<11¥Jk:J.Jt.Sh1ooon.lll!).,9;,n1<f'01'"0rA. !,~ ~ ~:'°b~i:;'::,1;',;,s._:',:;!': 11. 19'11. C. J. Holloway and Soni oprrated I b1tbrr 1hop 

70 
Ill~ r.nt tlffln<tyto1htMU11LOn Hou" iomo from the Hu1ucn01 Mil. Or«n•Mlt f'I,.,,, July 

"ln1om..,..0r A.. A.. Go,aby w.,.., f•nnun, S.p, .. ,1,., 11. 1!1-.\1 

"E.A.lr10n\l/ill".£<IH>u••d£,c~,all(Calorwbi1, 1110).1\9. 
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During the Spanish-American War, the War Department 
established Camp Wetherill, a large training camp, in Green­
ville." The Mansion House became Division Headquarters and 
the colonels and generals lived there during from 1897 to 1899, 
when the camp was closed. Proprietor A. A. Gates had a huge 
American flag, thirty feet long, made to order and new it at the 
hotel. This was the largest American flag ever hung in Green­
ville up to that time. 

After the Spanish-American War, the Mansion House seems 
to have nev'er recovered its earlier cliental. Although Gates 
stayed on as proprietor, he ceased to advertise in the City Direc­
tory and rented space on the ground noor and basement co 
other businesses. The office of the Greenville Transfer Com­
pany and the Mansion House Cigar and NewJ Stand (W. T. 
Asbury, proprietor) faced Main Street while the Mansion House 
Billiard Hall (A. A. Scahde, proprietor) and the Mansion House 
Barber Shop (G. A. Paetz, proprietor) faced Court Street." 
This utilization of the property continued through 1909." In the 
1909 City Directory, James S. Swandalc was listed as pro­
prietor. Evidently, the owners gave up operations as a hotel 
about that date for the 1910 directory and later ones list "Man­
sion House Building" at 218-220 South Main Street. The barber 
shop and billiard hall also disappeared. 10 

In April, 1924, Morris-McKay Company" were awarded a 
contract to build a new boiler room for the Mansion House 
building. Evidently there was an almost immediate change of 
plans, for in May of the same year we were awarded the contract 
to demolish the entire structure for $2,000. All salvage belonged 

"For detail .. , Henry Bacon McKoy, •n,, Span,sh-American Wa, and G,.,nvill<," 1hi• jour 
nol, l (lo;l!;S-11161!): ~9-1 l I 

...... ~ai-.,,.-•o,~c..i..,., ..... ,.,... .... ......._. N. 
Wal,hD,rcctoll'Co., J90l), llO,:IOl.Carp,,,,1trBro1h<r1Dru1S1orcandDr.G.T.S"andale'1 .... _ ....... _ 

"lbid.,/orHIOJ.J)l,lll;Grttn.i//e,S.C.,C,,7D,rtt10,1.l'J09(A,h..;Jl<:PiedmontDire::• 
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" 
to the contractor and we were able to use or to sell much of the 
framing. We also cleaned many of the brick, which we sold or 
used in the construction of othcr buildings. We found the tin 
roof uscable after a hundred years and sold the tin to farmers 
for use on barns and out-buildings. 

Many details of this contract are still vivid in my mind. When 
Tom Henderson, representing the new hotel company," and I 
met to do some trading, we met on Main Street. I also 
remember dust! There was also the day two Negroes hid behind 
a wall to avoid work, and the wall was pushed over them just at 
that time. There was little cement in the mortar and the bricks 
separated as they fell, outling the shape of those men in the 
fallen masonry. Did it hurt them? NO! They went back to work, 
jolted but wiser, Today they would quit for life and we would be 
sued. 

The Poinsett Hotel replaced the Mansion House on the 
historic site that elbows around the north western corner of 
what was the old court house square. The "new" Poinsell Hotel 
has been in existence now for over fifty years. Under the pro­
prietorship of Mason Alexander it set a wonderful record for ex­
cellence, and became known all over the country as a fine hotel. 
Several years ago, the local company sold it to the Jack Tar 
Hotel Company, which went bankrupt. Again a group formed a 
local company and bought the Poinsett as a community project. 
The local effort to rejuvenate the Poinsett as a downtown hotel 
proved unrealistic, the property was sold, and it is now operated 
asa residence hotel, particularly for older persons. We wish it as 
great a succe~ as the Jotally-owned Poinsett came to mean to 
my generation, and all that the Mansion House meant to our 
forefathers . 

... ........ _._.._..,....., .. _,_ ...... _____ _,.,... 



THE HISTORY OF CAMP GREENVILLE 

SUDIE W. MULLIGAN' 

When twelve young men met in London, England, in June of 
1844 to found an organization to reach young men, little did 
they realize that it would become an international organization. 
It became known as the Young Men's Christian Association 
(YMCA)' and is now serving in. seventy countries. The humble 
purpose of the twelve young men was to communicate to others 
the meaning of Christian faith and living which they themselves 
had personally experienced. The movement soon spread, 
reaching Scotland and Ireland. In 1851 the first YMCA's were 
organized in Canada and the United States. Soon twenty-seven 
cities had "Y's" and the organization is still growing, reaching 
out with its triangle challenge to develop mind, body, and spirit. 

The first YMCA in Greenville County was an industrial "Y" 
at Monaghan Mill. Mrs. S. P. Ravenal, mother of Thomas F. 
Parker gave funds to build the first wooden building. Afler it 
was burned to the ground in 1924, it was replaced in 1926, with 
a brick building which is serving the community today. Other 
industrial YMCA's were built at Judson, Woodside Mills and 
Brandon Mills before 19IO. Other industrial "Y's" came later. 

The downtown Young Men's Christian Association was 
organized in 19IO when 

.. citizens of Greenville realizing that the young men of the city 
should have some place where they might spend their leisure hours 
andstillbesurroundedbyinflucnccswhichtcnd for the best,rai$Cd 
by a whirlwind campaign the sum of $51,000 to be devoted to the 
building of a Young Men's Christian Association building.' 

The new building was completed about 1912. After a dedica­
tion service held at the First Baptist Church on West McBee 

.... ....... __ ., .. 111i.-r.-......-!N9c--' ..... 
Holm<,; Mr,. J. P. Jones. Pklq~n al P"rrlty l'I=; 0,arlel J. K,lborn,•• ,cropbooki; W B 
"'Monk"' M~llipr,. ond e>l<nd<-0 r,S<arch ,n "'old ncwspop<u"" from lllO' ohroup lll80. Ed. 

'Mn. Motli1an follow, th<lo<ol •i.q< maknll ••y•• ond YMCA inter<hanruble obbrovio,ion 



Avenue, the guests, led by a brass band, marched up Main 
Street and over to the new building on East Coffee Street. There 
dignitaries cut ribbons and the work of the ''Y'' was underway. 
The first Physical Director was Charles J. Kilbourne and he 
soon had a well-planned program underway including 
everything from a marbles tournament to sports: basketball, 
volleyball, baseball, football, cross country running, etc. Of the 
varied activities, camping and hiking were the more popular 
choices. Consequently, in the first year of YMCA activities, 
Kilbourne organized a camp - the beginning of Camp 
Greenville. 

This first camp was a two-week session at Cedar Mountain, 
North Carolina, from August I to 15, 1912. Twenty-five or 
thirty boys attended this first venture in local YMCA camping 
and had the "time of their lives." The surrounding countryside 
was wild and open, so the campers visited High Falls, Triple 
Falls, Bridal Veil Falls, the forest, and other places which are 
currently closed to the public.' 

In 1913 Camp Greenville held its season at Glen Echo near 
Brevard, North Carolina. This location offered boating and 
fishing as additional camp activities. However, the campers en­
joyed other activities as reported by the "camp editor," a young 
journalist named Roger Peace: 

Monday most of the boys went with Mr. Kilbourne to Brevard 
He had 10 get more grub for the camp and the rest of the crowd 
went to cool off wi1h Biltmore ice cream. . . On our way back we 
wem by Deer Lake where Camp Sapphire will be localed next 
month. . . We went swimming and boa1 riding on the lake. 
going1hroughthewoodsthe leader got us all worked up by shout­
ing he had found a dead man. When we all got there to look it was 
the skeleton of an elk or deer .... Tuesday we went on a hike 
to Bridal Veil and High Falls. Grayson Hoke went wi1h us. We 
reached Little River above High Falls, then everybody had to pull 
offshoesandsocksandford1heriver ... After we got below the 
falls we stripped off every,:hing and went in swimming. Mr. 
Kilbourne went in also. You know how smooth the rocks are all the 
way down Lhe falls, weU we would walk up the bank and do a shoot 
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from the top to bottom. It was areat. As we were dressing William 
Goldsmith saw a big sn;,.ke. Grayson Hoke shot it . . . was ii.bout 
fourfee!long ... We got backtocampjustintlmeforabully 
great dinner and everybody filled up and we are ready to play a 
game of ball .... ' 

In 1914 Camp Greenville moved to Blythe Shoals and camped 
on property belonging to H.P. McGee and W. C. Haywood. 
The week before the campers arrived Physical Director 
Kilbourne, A. D. and Reuben Asbury, Franklin Yager and the 
cook went to prepare the site. On Friday Kilbourne returned to 
Greenville and reported that "an ideal spot had been selected 
and that the tents had been set up, kitchen built, and stores 
secured .... '"• The "main body" went up on Monday by the 
Greenville and Knoxville Railroad accompanied by John Laney 
Plyler of the high school faculty. He organized the campers into 
four squads of six boys with each under a sergeant whom Plyler 
had appointed.' 

Camp Greenville operated at the Blythe Shoals site from 1914 
until 1924.' One frame building served as kitchen, dining room, 
infirmary, camp office, and (in inclement weather) recreation 
hall. Floorless pyramidal tents provided shelter for 60 to 150 
boys. Many thought that Blythe Shoals was an ideal site and, 
after World War I ended, there was talk of making it a perma­
nent settlement. 

In the meantime, important leadership changes occurred at 
the YMCA. In 1914 Kilbourne left Greenville and his successor, 
Charles Dushan, served for a short while. Then John W. 
Holmes, "Uncle Johnny" as he was called, became General 
Secretary in 1914. He served as Camp Director for nearly thirty 

'Chppin1fromKill:>ourne",,crapbook,"·P·,a.• 

'C~ppin1 frnm Kilbourne•, ,o,apbook, n.p., n d. k.Jlboum< retumod ,o Bll"h< Sholl, <Hl 
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... ._.._._._ ...... 6-. ............................. .... 
S!anl<y Black, founh ,<r1<0nt, wr1h P<rry Atl.1•S<>rl. H !law<s, Clark Colhran, Torn fll,n,r~<k, 
o.c:-. ... ,w ........... 
U"ite~,;;~,:~:;r:t..i:~~• ,n 19l7 du< to comphca,ions d<ti•ed from th< <nlrance of th< 
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years before retiring in 1942. His Physical Director, able 
assistant, and successor was Walter B. "Monk" Mulligan who 
joined the staff in 1922. When "Uncle Johnny" retired in 1942, 
"Monk" became General Secretary and Camp Director, serving 
until 1968. Under the leadership of Holmes and Mulligan, 
Camp Greenville developed from the tent camp on borrowed 
land to the modern YMCA camp of today. 

In the early l920's the question of constructing permanent 
buildings for Camp Greenville arose. One day General Secretary 
Holmes and J. Harvey Cleveland of Cleveland, South Carolina, 
were discussing the merits and limitations of the Blythe Shoals 
site. As "Uncle Johnny" described what would be the ideal site 
for a boys' camp, Cleveland told him of a wonderful place on 
the top of a mountain which offered everything. When "Uncle 
Johnny" saw the Cleveland-suggested location, he knew that it 
was the right spot. Finally, Camp Greenville found a home. The 
first twenty-eight acres at the edge of the mountain known as 
"Cleveland Cliff" belonged to Cleveland and he donated it to 
the "Y." It has an ever-changing view, but it is always 
beautiful. Mrs. Cleveland called it ''Pretty Place" and Pretty 
Place it remains. 

But more land was needed than the twenty-eight acres con• 
taining Pretty Place. The Saluda Land and Lumber Company 
had extensive holdings of adjoining land. Soon Charles Gower, 
a long-interested friend of the camp, made several trips to 
Chicago and secured a gift of 446 acres on Standing Stone 
Mountain to the YMCA by President F. E. Gary and the Saluda 
Land and Lumber Company. Now that the "Y" had 474 acres 
of mountain land,• Bennette Eugene Geer, J.E. Sirrine, W. C. 
Cleveland, A. W. Smith, W. S. Griffin, Thomas F. Parker, and 
H. T. Mills subscribed a total of l7 ,000 to expedite site prepara­
tion and construction of permanent buildings. The Greenville 
Rotary Club gave $500 to help build the now-named Lake 
Rotary and the Thomas Parker Lodge. Other help followed. 
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Dr. B. E. Geer sent a crew of men over from Judson Lake to 
help construct the first cabins and dining hall. At first there 
were five cabins, each named after a past president of the 
YMCA. Additional "housing" for campers was provided by 
nine tents. Other cabins were built as the camp grew.'" These 
early cabins had neither electricity nor water. Light came from 
the kerosene lanterns that had to be cleaned every morning. 
Water had to be carried by buckets from Mulligan's Spring." 
The first electricity at Camp Greenville came from its own 
generator dri11en by an overshot wheel. The firm of Huntington 
and Guerry wired the camp without charge. 

The Lodge at Camp Greenville is unique among such 
buildings at a boys' camp. ln the first place the boys and their 
leaders began an ongoing tradition of self-help by doing much 
of the construction themselves. On this project, they were 
helped by their mountain neighbors. On one occasion seventeen 
of the mountain men came in and gave one day's work, erecting 
four columns on the porch of the Lodge. The only paid labor in 
the construction of this building was the cutting and placing of 
the tulip poplar timbers used to support the roof. The Lodge is 
made of native rock from a small quarry on the camp's pro­
perty. The quarry also furnished rock for the dining room, gym­
nasium, chapel at Pretty Place, the airnasium, and the W. W. 
Burgiss Infirmary. Most of this rock for the Lodge was brought 
in by hand, wheelbarrow, horsecart, or small Ford truck. The 
rocks were dynamited by mountain people or leaders: "Monk" 
Mulligan, Johnny Garraux, "Uncle Johnny" Holmes. 

The Lodge is also unique among Camp Buildings as an ex· 
pression of the "great cause of international friendship." While 
the Lodge was being built, "Uncle Johnny" Holmes and some 
of the boys came up with the idea of making it a "friendship 
building" incorporating into its walls stones collected in friend• 
ship from many places and presented by many people. Letters 
explaining the idea went out to superintendents of national 

n. .................... 4- ... --111a•--- ... -----
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parks, some railroads, and some Rotary Clubs. The Greenville 
Rotary Club voted to expand the project beyond the United 
States and Canada and sent letters to district governors of 
foreign Rotary clubs requestirig gifts of stones as an expression 
of world-wide friendship. There followed an inpouring of 
rocks, generally accompanied by letters from the contributing 
Rotarians, many pictures, and a history of each stone con­
tributed for the walls." For example, Rotarian Bensusan-Butt 
of Colchester England, wrote: 

A very preUy idea I tl10ugtu. Thcrerore . I am sending .. 
thr~piecesofgcnuine Roman tessellated pavement. at least 190Cl 
yearsold,dugupinmygardcn.whichnowoccupicspartofthesite 
of the original Roman s~tlemem in England, then known as Cam• 
elodumum - wal corrupted into .. Colchester.'' Barring a scrubbing 
the fragments arc just il!i they were unearthed by my gardner 

Pleai.e forw.ard it ... for prC$cntation to the boys from a lover 
of your great nation, and a wholly insignificant fellowworker in the 
gre:11.cauKofintcrnationalfriendship ." 

By the time the Lodge was finished, the need for a dining hall 
was urgent. The family of the late W. H. Balentine donated the 
Balentine Dining Hall as a memorial. This was the largest gift 
which the local YMCA had received up to that time. 

The original Balentine dining hall burned due to heavy snow 
on the roof. Everything was lost except the framework of the 
building. It was reitored in two months of hard work by leaders, 
mountain people and county workers. The engineering work 
was done without charge by the J.E. Sirrine Co. of Greenville, 
South Carolina. This finn was always responded to all of the 
camp's "calls for help." Mr. George Wrigley, of the J. E. 
Sirrine Company, spent much time in actual labor for camp, at 
times sleeping with "Monk" and "Uncle Johnny" in a moun­
tain home until a camp cabin was ready. The Balentine Dining 
Hall is one of the more beautiful buildings of its kind to be 
found anywhere. 

With the growth of Camp Greenville and the new dining hall, 
~ storage plant was needed to replace the old spring house 

''lll<><,of1enmo>i,...lnter,,pi<1urn,andM<1ori.na,e,:ollOC1cdinlou:rtccnb0>1•d•olume,of 
1hcLxl1el>ook.nlm«i1he .. Book<>IWor\<IFriendlllip'" 

-,,,,,d,,,ur.ea.u•o•,.O•• .. •••""•••rr•naf,.,..,c1>pbook 
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which had been used. A group of Greenvi!lians - T. Charles 
Gower, B. E. Geer, R. E. Henry, and H.J. Haynesworth -
generously gave a thirty-foot overshot water wheel; Marshall 
Beattie gave the necessary batteries, and Mrs. A. L. McKissick 
provided funds for the refrigeration equipment. 

Other improvements came to meet the growing needs of a 
growing camp. While the cold storage facility was being built, 
the athletic field was being cleared and spaded. Although it 
seemed impossible that the area was large enough for two 
baseba!l diamonds, two were completed successfully. The 
athletic field was "Monk's" pride and joy to voice his pleasure 
that "no other camp has a field as large 3,000 feet above sea 
level." Named the Gower Athletic Field, it has meant much to 
the physical development of the campers. Principles of fair play 
and respect for the rights of others learned on this field have 
been lessons the boys will never forget. 

Preuy Place at Cleveland Cliff has always been a place of 
worship. Even before a chapel was built, one could stand on the 
rock and gaze at the magnificent view as it reached out for 
miles. The mountain peaks seemed to stand together making 
one great unit of beauty. The campers first worshipped on the 
cliff when weather permitted. During inclement weather, ser­
vices were held in the World Fellowship Lodge. A small outdoor 
chapel was built about 300 feet from the rock in 1929. It con­
sisted of rustic benches, a cross made of dogwood at the front, 
and an iron ''pipe organ'' constructed by George Mackey, who 
was then Physical Director of the YMCA." The organ served 
for chimes. In a few years, it became necessary to build a larger 
chapel at Pretty Place. Mr. Fred Symmes donated the funds for 
the new chapel. The Fred W. Symmes Chapel was later enlarged 
by Mrs. Glen Wilkerson of Washington, D. C., niece of Mr. 
Symmes. This chapel at Pretty Place means so much to so 

"Be,idc,b<in1 Phy,icol Dire<torfor><><ralyear,, Ma<keyal,o .. !'ednCompDiroctor,ac 
Bl)'!hcShoal1for1"'oyear<. Here,i1nedto.,ork,o,hef>n11lybu"n"',1heMa,keyMorcu~1.,o 
19ll.Hewadiroc1orofthoRooaryBoy,Choirforn,>Jtyy<0rs.Aio"'ri"'inTheGre<nsille1",,.., 
J>Jtuaryl5, 19lO,no1<d"Apro1r•mbytheR01aryBoy,Chori'l<fl,Under1hedir«tiooofG,or1< 
Mackey,i1MIJu"ono,herconocn-11isan<>pen<nce"G""'l•Maokeycon1inuedhi,intere,iin 
•l'lk'"---•-fl .... 
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many. "It's the closest place to Heaven in South Carolina" ac­
cording to B. 0. Thomason. 

For years, "Uncle Johnny" Holmes talked to the campers 
and will long be remembered for his inspirtational messages. 
Mr. B. 0. Thomason, who, when he was about ten years old, 
heard "Uncle Johnny," said the talks had a lasting affect on 
him. Mr. Holmes' book, Talk:s 10 Boys, was given to the Green­
ville Library by his wife. After Mr. Holmes' death in 1960, Mr. 
B. 0. Thomason, Jr., was given the responsibility of getting 
speakers for the chapel services. He always considered it a 
privilege to give the first talk each year. There are at least forty­
five plaques around the chapel to honor the memories of in­
dividuals whose lives were touched by the YMCA and Camp 
Greenville. Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Jones copied each plaque and 
Mrs. Jones (better known as "Vickey," camp nurse for several 
years) put the plaques in a book. The book was given in memory 
of W. B. "Monk" Mulligan, who died May 20, 1975." Th.e 
Jones family has meant much to camp, and their son, J. P. 
Jones, Jr., still serves as a counsellor. The Chapel at Pretty 
Place will always keep the main purpose of the camp to the fore: 
the provision of a Christian camping experience and a Christian 
atmosphere. 

Although it is primarily the campers' chapel, more and more 
couples are choosing it for a wedding site. It is a lovely place for 
a marriage ceremony, with the altar of a tall cross, hand chisell­
ed by Solomon Jones, and a back drop of the rolling hills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains. It is a majestic view regardless of 
weather conditions. Each year the Rocky Hill and Blue Ridge 
Baptist churches conduct an impressive Easter sunrise service at 
Pretty Place. People come from Greenville, Brevard, and Cedar 
Mountain communities to worship. The first Hammond organ 
was given by the Father-Son campers of 1962 ... 

The Elks Gymnasium, started in 1939 and finished in 1940, 
provided a place other than The Lodge for activities in incle­
ment weather, including basketball, ping-pong, indoor baseball, 

..,;:4_:·:;;~:::~ up,<,,.. ht1 hcanl<ll •1>11rta11io1110 lh< Jon .. family for •••u<h a wonduful 

"TI,, n,11 hlh<r-:ion Camp lnd lh< Fam~yCamp bolh bc1an in 1941 
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and other activities. Construction of the gymnasium illustrates 
well the knack of YMCA leadership in combining idea, philan­
thropy, local resources, and hard work to provide a needed 
facility. the YMCA staff provided the idea and a general con­
cept of the forty-by-sixty-foot building of native rock, wood, 
and reinforced concrete. This concept was refined into 
specifications and blue prints by courtesy of J. E. Sirrine and 
Company. The Greenvilk Elks Lodge gave $1000 toward the 
buildings' cost. A small saw-mill was brought on the camp pro­
perty (away from the camp itself) and selective cutting of timber 
provided lumber for the building as well as some that was sold 
to help meet the costs. The labor, for the most part, came from 
the camp leaders and the campers themselves. These workers 
demonstrated their enthusiasm by starting work early in the 
day, often at four o'clock in the morning. Two crew members, 
Ed Taylor and "Monk" Mulligan, acquired the nicknames of 
"Green Hornets" after spraying the building and getting about 
as much paint on themselves as on the woodwork." 

During the 1950's, it seems that Camp Greenville grew over­
night into a small city. The John M. Holmes workshop, one of 
the more valuable buildings at the camp, was given by the 
Batson family in memory of "Uncle Johnny." The Bible Class 
of the Buncombe Street United Methodist Church gave the tools 
and machines. A second lake, Lake Sudie," was begun in 1958 
and, when completed the following year, covered nine acres. It 
is used for fishing, canoeing, and on occasion, water-skiing. 

A great friend of Camp Greenville, Gene Stone, built a road 
around the lake. making it possible to ride around the entire 
area, including the horse ring now used as the B. M. trail and 
the new council ring. As a continuing project, Stone keeps the 
ground around the lake trimmed. When camp leadership deter­
mined that Camp Greenville should have some winterized 
cabins, Stone raised about S82,000 for three cabins: the 
Ba!lengh Cabin, given by the Ballengh family; the Self Cabin, 

~,...... ......... .... 
1111 .... _ ........................... .._. ....... __ 
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given by Self Manufacturing Company, and the Symmes• 
Stephenson Cabin, given by the Symmes-Stephensons. The 
'Ninterized cabins were built on Stone's Mountain, named in 
honor of Gene Stone, and opened a new aspect to the camping 
program - winter camping. 

Other new facilities and buildings have been added in recent 
decades. Two new tennis courts were added to the three donated 
earlier by Fred Curdts in memory of his father. The parents of 
Paul Browning, Jr., a camper and counselor for many years, 
gave the Paul Browning Airnasium. Mr. B. H. Peace, Jr., gave 
a new pump and water system. The Burgiss Foundation donated 
the Burgiss Infirmary, an excellent facility with nurses' quarters 
and eight beds for campers. The American Business Club span• 
sored the Golden Gloves Boxing Tournament for nine or ten 
years and used the proceeds and some funds donated to build 
the useful American Business Club Office." Also added were 
the Mack Mullikan Laundry and the Daniel Shower House, 
given in memory of Charles E. Daniel by the Daniel Construe· 
tion Company. In keeping with the camp tradition, however, 
the leaders and boys built the rifle range which flanks the 
business office. 

On one occasion, "Monk" said: 
AU the 111orld, it seems, has contributed to Camp. We have not 

keptanaccurateaccountofourcontributors,aswewerebusybuild• 
in110 meet the needs of the boys. To those mentioned, we thank 
you sincerely. Tothoscnotmentioncd,wcthankyou and know that 
you iorill glory in our succeu just as much as if the Camp had b~n 
!llmcdforyou." 

Leaders of Camp Greenville and the boys have developed 
several aood hiking trails to neighboring landmarks. Rainbow 
Falls is the most popular. There the water cascades 150 feet 
down the side of the mountain. It is beautiful, and provides an 
exciting adventure for the boys. Shower Bath Falls, Confederate 
Cave, the Gold Mine, Little Rich Mountain (the second highest 

"Tll•nom,soflil1ho.,,.hodon11cdfor1hi,buildin&h•nio•crthcman1lc,Somcof1h .. cll· 
1<11dcdCompG, .. n.;1lcinl9l,l,J925,andl926 

.i ~•~~7'.!p~;~~ 1~; ;;: ::~~ P
0
•/7~,P=:~• • potcial Im of donon and don11ion1 not includ• 
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mountain in South Carolina), Billy Goat Rock, and Pretty 
Place are other attractions. 

More significant than the buildings at Camp Greenville, 
however, are her "builders," the men who provided the pro­
fessional leadership and who devoted themselves so selflessly to 
her cause." In the years of my experience with Camp Green­
ville, three men stand out as truly great leaders: John M. 
Holmes, Walter B. "Monk" Mulligan, and Luther Marchant. 

General Secretary and Camp Director John M. Holmes, bet­
ter known as "Uncle Johnny," led the YMCA in locating the 
Camp permanently ''on top of the Blue Ridge'' and in develop­
ing the Camp despite the long years of the Depression. His in­
spirational talks at Pretty Place and his day-by-day leadership 
gave the Camp a character that long persisted. As one admirer 
has written: 

He served the Y for more than thirty years during which time, 
heendearedhimse\fnotonlytotheyouthofthisarea,buttoadults 
as well. He was affectionately known to young and old alike as 
"Uncle Johnny." To say that he had a large part in building Camp 
Greenville,locatedinthcmountainsofuppcrGrcenville,istostatea 
literal fact. For much of the original construction was done by his 
ownhandsandtheearlybuildingwasdoneunderhispersonalsuper­
visition. It can be truthfully said that the Greenville YMCA and 
Camp Greenville arc monuments to him. But his real monument, 
far morecnduringthangraniteormarblcorbronzc, is built into 
the lives and characters of the thousands and thousands who had 
the good fortune to come under his influence. Yes, "Uncle Johnny" 
truly built his own monument, day by day, with the indestructible 
stone of love and sacrificial service to God and to his fellowman." 

For fifty-three years, Walter B. "Monk" Mulligan devoted 
his energy and ability to the boys of Camp Greenville and the 
YMCA. From 1922 until 1942 "Monk" was the co-builder and 
developer under the guidance of "Uncle Johnny," becoming 
Assistant Director from 1938 to 1942. When "Uncle Johnny" 
retired, "Monk" became Director of Camp Greenville and 
General Secretary of the YMCA until 1968. His enthusiasm 
knew no bounds, and the "Y" grew rapidly under his leader-

• .....,.c ..... ~-'C-.~ ----
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ship. One person wrote that "Mont" probably put "more 
thouaht, musde and sweat into Camp Greenville and the •y• 
than any other pc$0n." HU personality is indelibly stamped 
"on top of the Blue RK!ge" and at the local "Y." Literally 
tbousands of boys from all over the South shared his inspiration 
~ aen,erosity during his rirt)'·lhree years or service. "Monk" 
coined the slogan, "Be a Great Boy," and boys who arc great 
men snvina their cit.es and country will tell you that they owe 
much of their success to 1his "Great Man."" 

In 1942, Luther Marchant returned from army service and 
staited WOfking for the YMCA as Physical Director and 
As.sis11n1 Camp Director. When "Monk" retired in 1968, 
Marchanl became Camp Director and served until 1972. He is 
now on the Camp Commillct and attends Family Camp every 
yeu. He was ''Monk's'' ''ri&ht•hand man.'''' 

One canno1 lcave a discussion of the history of Camp Green· 
ville vrithou1 payina uibute to the many who served it in siarr 
ind suppon positions. One case will have to represent the many 
Nho enriched the Camp Greenville eJ11pcricncc for the many 
boysdurina the ycvs. One such individual, Herbert Love, was a 
janitor in the winter time but during camp season he was the 
man-of-all-wort. As was needed, he drove the truck or was 
Uansl)()rtation conducto, for the boys traveling to and from the 
camp by bw, train, or plane. He was often errand boy, securina 
anythins needed at camp from a paper of pins to a side or bed. 
Fo, fifty-eight years he was a k:,yal and dc:pcndable "Y" 
worker. The story is told that one day "Unc:le Johnny" Holmes 
saw a young black boy standing on the slrttl and asked him ir 
he wanlcd a job ll the "Y.'' Fortunately for Camp Grc:c:nvillc, 
Herbert said, "Yes, sir,'' and his k>ng association with the 
YMCA and its activities began. 

fl seems that many of the people who want to help Camp 
Greenville arc fonner "carnp boys" who have grown into men, 
PfOplc who a,c civic minded, and people who love and respc:ct 

"'l' .... S'°"'".~o!,.,..,,,,,_,, 
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the leaders of yesterday. These people have had, and want to 
continue to have, a part i1r1 helping the Camp grow. The leaders 
and the members of the boards and committees of the "Y" 
"want to express their appreciation and hearty thanks to all. 
They want to challenge everyone to keep giving their prayers, 
support and interest year after year so that every boy's life is 
touched in such a way that he becomes a great boy and future 
leader."" 

-· a.,,,-,a..,~ 
.... a.a,__.llrD L- .................... YIICA. .. .._....., ... ...... .,, .............. _ ............... _ .. ___ ,,, ... ...., .. ....., ..... _ ......................... _.. ... 
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WrtJI<) C•bl•, named for Geo<J< Wrigley who w:u pr.,ident In 1924 when con,inmion on th< 

campbtH&D,H<ln"'olltdth<1&1"'inthtdamandhelp,dlnmanywoy, 
G .. hm C.bln, named for Allen Graham,• past pr<>id<nt and ""ooco[th< molt loyal men uer to 

bcp,.,identofthtYMCA"" 

Grttnwood C.bln, 1iven by Jock Acney of Or«nwcod. a lon1 cim• friend or Cunp GreenYill< 
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.... a.a.__. .................. .... 

... a.a._..,. •• , ..... oa-o-.----
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.._a.a,....,.,.Na.Dld.""-- __ .,11111~ 
Hunl<r c.,1a, l,i•<n hy Bob Hunl<r, This cabin ,c,-cd iu 1im< and ho, b«n r<mo•cd 

Boll<nJbC.bln,an&ll·W<&lhtrc1b1n,Ji•tnby1heBallens),family 

SellC.bln,OJ1&ll-"'t1thtrc&hin,&ivonby1h<S.lfManufacturin1Comp&ny. 

SJ111 .. •S1<pben,on1Cobln.&n&ll-"'t1lhcrcabin,~><nhyth<SJmm.,-S1<ph<n1ons 
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THE GENESIS OF AN UP-COUNTRY TOWN* 

MARY C. SIMMS OLIPHANT 

About ten years before the Revolution, there trod the boards 
of our Up-Country stage a colorful colonial figure who was a 
courageous soldier. an orator of spe!lbinding ability, and a 
power in the redman's wilderness. His name was Richard 
Pearis. He became the first settler in what is now the Up­
Country town of Greenville. Born in Ireland, Pearis came to 
Virginia before 1750. There he served in the military forces with 
distinction.' 

Pearis married a Cherokee squaw. Through her and his own 
vivid personality, he acquired great influence in the nation. 
About 1765, Pearis settled at the falls of Reedy River, almost in 
the exact center of the corporate limits of the present city of 
Greenville but then on the fringe ofunceded Cherokee territory. 
It is believed that the government of South Carolina, capitaliz­
ing on Pearis' hold on the Cherokees, placed him in the Indian 
land to watch them. The Cherokees gave him so many of their 
acres that John Stuart, commissioner of Indian affairs, ordered 
them to desist.' Tradition has it that these gifts amounted finally 
to an area ten miles square and included that beautiful monad­
nock which rises a thousand feet above the central peneplain of 
Greenville County and bears the name of Pearis atrociously 
misspelled to agree with that of the chief city of France. 

For neighbors in the Indian land, Pearis had a group of 
Virginia families - the Hites on Enoree River; the Austins near 
the present town of Simpsonville; the Hamptons near the pre­
sent town of Greer; the "Red" Earles and the Princes on the 
Pacolet River; and farther away at the South Carolina settle-
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ment in 1he Long Canes the Pickens family. It is probable that 
Pearis had known most of these neighbors while he lived in 
Virginia. 

Pcaris first appears in the Sou1h Carolina Revolutionary 
recOfds as an ally of the patriots. He was their officially 
designated escort for the party of Cherokees who came to the 
Conaarces in the fall of 1775 to hear the mas1erly "1alk" of 
William Henry Drayton, a part of the efforl by 1he patriots to 
hokl the restless Indians in line.' Moreover, Pearis was de• 
nounced by 1he English agent amona the Cherokees,• and the 
Council of Safety asked Pearis to explain to the Indians the 
non-arrival of a present of ammunition which the Council had 
promised to them.j Suddenly, Pearis aligned himself with the 
Loyalists and adroitly used the incident of the missing powder 
10 widen the breach between Tories and patriots.• 

Later in the fall of 1775, Pearis was definitely commi1ted to 
the King's nusc when he witnessed the signing of 1he treely at 
Ninety Si11 as one of lhe Loyalist pnty.' In December, 1775, 
Pcaris was captured wich 01her Tories and sent to Charks 
Town.' On being rdeased, he made his way to British West 
Aorkia. Durina the Indian uprising in the summer of 1776, 
patriots, under Col. John Thomas, destroyed the establishment 
of Pearis at the falls of the Reedy and harried his family into ex· 
ile.' When Charles Town fell, Pearis returned from Florida and 
took the parole of Andrew Pickens and other patriots. Pearis 
was made prisoner when the British post at Auguste was cap­
tured, 

No stranger to hostile front~rs and 00 coward when bullets 
w_hined and acrid powder smoke made him gasp, Pearis endW 
his days in the Bahamas, enjoying grants or lands and money 
rrom lhe British government as a reward for his services 10 the 
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King's cause and as a recompense for the loss of his property in 
what has become Greenville.'" He probably died in 1804 for in 
that year his British pension was stopped. The most impressive 
fact about Pearis was his ability to win and hold through the 
power of his personality (and to a lesser extent through his kin­
ship by marriage) the admiration of the Cherokees to an extent 
seldom bestowed on a white man by the Indians. 

As a result of the Indian massacre coincident with the atack 
on Fort Moultrie, General Williamson had swept through the 
Cherokee country in the summer of 1776, destroying the Indian 
settlements right and left as he marched. On May 20, 1777, a 
definite treaty of peace was concluded and signed between the 
Cherokee Nation and the States of South Carolina and Georgia. 
By this treaty, what is now Greenville County was wrested from 
the Cherokees and opened to white settlers. Immediately upon 
the conclusion of the Revolutionary War the General Assembly 
passed an ordinance for appointing commissioners in each of 
the Circuit Court Districts for dividing the same into counties. 
Among the commissioners appointed were Andrew Pickens and 
Thomas Brandon. On May 21, 1784, what became officially 
Greenville County in 1786, was opened for settlement. The land 
office was in charge of Colonel John Thomas as Commissioner 
of Location. Samuel Earle was an agent in the land office. 

Col. Thomas was the officer who had destroyed the property 
of Richard Pearis at the falis of Reedy River in 1776. He was 
colonel of the Spartan Regiment. He was imprisoned at Ninety 
Six at which time it was that his wife made her famous ride to 
Cedar Spring near Spartanburg to warn the Patriot camp there 
of a Tory attack. From Ninety Six Col. Thomas was removed to 
Charles Town and imprisoned there until July, 1781, when he 
was exchanged, his son, John Thomas, Jr., succeeding him as 
colonel of the Spartan Regiment. With his appointment as 
Commissioner of Location, he took up a large section of land in 
the Locus section, near the present station <?'Neal, not many 
miles from what became the town of Greenville. Col. Thomas 
lived there until his death in 1805, he and his son becoming pro-
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minently identified with the people of this section. It is in­
teresting to note that his property in the Locus section afterward 
became the home of Judge John Belton O'Neal!. 

On the very day that the land office was opened, May 21, 
1784, the following grant was made to another Revoluntionary 
officer: "Pursuant to a warrant from John Thomas Esq. dated 
the Zlst day of May, 1784, I have surveyed and laid out unto 
Col. Thomas Brandon a tract of land containing 400 acres in 
Ninety Six District on both sides of Reedy River of Saluda, in­
cluding Richard Pearis' plantation lying west of Indian boun­
day. 

Indian Land, 
Sur..,eyed 21 May, 1784, 

George Salmon, D. S."" 

Thomas Brandon and John Thomas, Jr., both commanded 
regiments in General Andrew Pickens' brigade of militia. Both 
were members of the Jacksonborough General Assembly from 
'.he Spartan District, and both opposed the Federal Constitution 
n the Con..,ention which ratified that instrument. The land 
Brandon took up under warrant from John Thomas, Sr., was 
the site of the present city of Greenville. On the same day Judge 
Henry Pendleton acquired title to Cameron's old cowpens, 
about ten miles south of Pleasantburg.' 1 On the next day 
General Richard Winn obtained a grant from Governor 
Guerard to property which included "Great Cane Brake",' 1 

where the son of Richard Pearis and other Tories had been 
routed in 1775 at the conclusion of the Snow Campaign. It is 
said that Winn had been present at the battle and acquired the 
land through sentiment, though he never lived on it. The senti• 
ment could not have been very deeply founded for two years 
later he sold the land to James Harrison for f320 Sterling. The 
deed included "gardens, orchards, fences, ways, wells, 
easements, profits, commodities, advantages, emoluments, 
hereditaments and appurtenances"." These improvements were 
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doubtless there when Winn acquired the property, showing 
earlier settlement of Greenville than 1784. The Harrison family 
still owns and lives upon this property. 

On the same day John Earle, the '"Red Earle", on the Pacolet 
acquired a tract in the forks of the Saluda under warrant from 
John Thomas." David Goodlett and Isaac Brown and James 
Ritchie obtained a grant from Governor Guerard in 1784." In 
1787, Elias, the "Black Earle," obtained title to a thousand 
acres on the Saluda.'' Waddy Thompson, the future chancellor, 
arrived with his new and beautiful wife from Georgia and took 
up lands at Pickensville Court House (the present site of 
Easley)." Captain Billy Young and his brother, who had been a 
terror to the Tories during the Revolution, settled on Reedy 
River." The Townes family 10 and the Blassingames1 ' acquired 
property about three or four miles from Col. Brandon's grant 
from part of the old Richard Pearis property. 

The year the land office opened, a newcomer from another 
state - the majority of those taking grants had served in the 
Revolution in South Carolina - arrived and bought 200 acres 
of land on Reedy River." This was Lemuel James Allston from 
Granville (now Warren) County, North Carolina. The next year 
he bought 379 acres on the same river. 11 On the 4th of May, 
1788, Allston, in consideration of nl7:10, bought from 
Thomas Brandon "all that plantation containing 400 acres on 
both side of Reedy River including Richard Pearis' former plan• 
tation together with his mill site on said river". The deed was 
proved by one Samuel Earle in open court.,. From that time on 
he sold out in 1815, Allston, soon to be the founder of the town 
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of Greenville, acquired property in every direction until his ac­
cumulated holdings amounted to 11,028 acres. 

Thal the group of people who were settling on Reedy River or 
in the forks of the Saluda were of prominence in the "Back 
Country" is attested by the appearance in the Convention for 
the purpose of ratifying the Federal Constitution in 1788 of 
Lemuel J. Allston, Samuel Earle, and John Thomas, Jr., 
representatives from "North Side of the Saluda". In the first 
day's voting, Samuel Earle and Lemuel Allston voted aye, while 
John Thomas, Jr., voted no. In the second day's voting, Earle 
and Thomas both voted aye while Allston withheld his vote. 
With the third roll, however, all three said aye." McCrady says 
that the Back Country opposed the Federal Constitution, but 
this was not the attitude of the three delegates from the district 
north of the Saluda; nor of s-even other delegates from the Up­
Country districts. 

While Allston, Samuel and Elias Earle, Waddy Thompson, 
the Townes, the Blassingames, the Youngs, John Thomas, and 
a great many others were making their settlements in and 
around what was soon to become the new village of Pleasant­
burg (Greenville's first name) during the last decade of the eigh­
teenth century, plans were made for the opening of a general 
store to serve the rapidly growing community. "The following 
plot or parcel of land containing eight acres, situated upon the 
Island Ford Road leading from Saluda River to Reedy River is 
hereby leased for the term of seven years from the first of 
January next ensuing to the said Alexander Mc Beth and Co., on 
the following conditions: that the said, Alexander McBeth and 
Co. are to erect thereon one frame store house, 30 feet by 18 

, feet, weather boarded and shingled, and at the expiration of this 
lease the same, with any outbuildings they may erect, is to revert 
to the said John Blassingame."" 

The Island Ford Road from Saluda River to Reedy River 
crossed the old White Horse Road about three miles southwest 
of Greenville. The section at the crossing of these two roads just 
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beyond Brandon Mills has always been known as 
Tanglewood - from the name of the home of John Blass• 
ingame, Jr. - and many of our first settlers established 
themselves here. The McBeth store was near the intersetion of 
the roads, not far from the present Tanglewood School House 
at which (as can still plainly be seen) was a road crossing. 
Almost within a stone's throw is the site of the Blassingame 
home, the store being located on the Blassingame land. The 
White Horse Road is amongst the oldest in the county. It is said 
to have taken its name from the signboard of an old tavern that 
once stood at the intersection of this road with the old Ashevil!e 
road twelve miles above Greenville. John Blassingame's son, 
John Blassingame, Jr., lived a mile west of his father. His place, 
known as Tangle Wood, later became the home of Joel R. 
Poinsett. Col. Crittenden in his history of Greenville states that 
he remembers many evidences of Poinsett's planting. There is 
little left now beyond a few old cedars. The Townes and the 
Easleys also settled in this neighborhood." 

The settlers along the White Horse Road were, or course, 
ready customers of the McBeth store, but it is amazing to note 
the size of the area from which the store drew customers. A 
quaint ledger has survived to tell the tale. 21 Its worn cover is let· 
tered nicely "Day Book - A. McBeth - 1794". It records the 
charge accounts for January, February, and March of that year. 
Its yellowed pages tell that John Thomas, Jr., some dozen miles 
distant in the Locus section, owed the McBeths four pounds, six 
shillings, and three pence in January, 1794. Waddy Thompson, 
settled at Pickensville, bought everything from buckskin gloves, 
paper, pins, and ribbon to negro shoes and osnaburgs. In 
March Lemuel James Allston, then settled where the Greenville 
High School now stands, bought a punch bowl for one pound, 
three shillings, and sixpence; three small mugs for five shillings 
three pence; one large glass tumbler, ribbon, tablespoon, han· 
dkerchiefs, nutmeg, and the like. Bayles Earle, away up on the 
Pacolet, went or sent to McBeth for a pack of cards, a half pint 
of rum, a pint of whiskey - from the small amount of liquor 
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" 
he probably went and drank on the premises. John Blassingame 
bought such articles as a looking glass, a blue teapot, and six 
shallow earthen plates. Elias Earle, from his place a mile beyond 
Allston, went to McBeth for allspice, nutmeg, coffee, nails, an 
almanac, a padlock, a frying pan, and one trunk. William Mid­
dleton - who he was does not appear - bought whiskey and 
handkerchiers and knee buckles, six earthen plates, and a snuff 
box. Thomas, William, and Samuel Townes and Robert Easley 
were customers during these months. There were a great 
number of other customers, including Indians. Col. Crittenden 
remarks that, to judge by the number of entries of deerskins in 
the old day book, there was abundance of game at that time. 
Old stands where deer were killed were pointed out to him by 
the son of an early settler. Col. Crittenden makes the comment 
that by far the most frequent charge on the ledger is one haU 
pint of whiskey for seven and a half cents." McBeth's was 
evidently a department store with a wide variety of wares and a 
barroom combined - all in the space of a room eighteen by 
thirty feet. No doubt McBeth got his stock from wagons from 
Philadelphia or from Charleston and Savannah by way of 
Augusta. Certainly it is the case that not a great many years later 
Theodosia Burr Alston, whose husband, Joseph Alston, the 
governor, bought a farm in this neighborhood where they spent 
several summers, in one of her letters to Aaron Burr speaks of 
the well-traveled wagon road from Augusta and the ease with 
which baggage may be brought on the wagons coming that 
way. '0 A good many years later Hamburg took the trade from 
Augusta. In speaking of thi:. route, Crittenden says that "mer­
chants had goods wagoned from Greenville to Hamburg, which 
was a place of considerable importance. The price was one 
dollar per hundred pounds. The load would come back with 
goods. In the very early days, goods were hauled from 
Philadelphia".11 Just as Pearis' trading post at the falls was a 
rendezvous for pioneers and Indians for a decade before the 
Revolution, so was McBeth's a favorite meeting place for the 
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post-Revolutionary settlers near the crossing of the roads, a 
place where they could swap tales, pass on the news of the day, 
buy what they needed, and imbibe a convivial glass all at the 
same time. 

Having gotten our early settlers all nicely established in the 
neighborhood, having furnished them with a shopping place 
and a saloon. 3nd having given them at least three roads, il is 
high time to give them a town. 

In 1793, commissioners were chosen by the General Assembly 
to select for a courthouse site for Greenville County "some 
more convenient and central situation than that in which they 
were"." As Greenville County had been established by act of 
Assembly in 1786, county court obviously had been held since 
that time somewhere within its limits - perhaps in the old 
Tangle Wood section on the White Horse Road, or at old 
Pickensville where Circuit Court was held for Washington 
District. Wherever the first courthouse was, to the citizens of 
the county it appeared inconvenient. Not until 1797, however, 
was Pleasantburg, the courthouse village for Greenville County, 
laid off, the original plat" showing the courthouse in the central 
square. The commissioners selected the land around the old 
Pearis mill site as the location for the courthouse village, the 
selection due no doubt to the influential Allston who was one 
owner of the property. Though the progress of a century and a 
quarter has erased practically every trace of its former beauty, 
no more idyllic spot could have been chosen for the location of 
the new courthouse town. Beginning on the cast bank of the 
Reedy River, the town extended, two blocks wide, one block on 
either side of the main street for four blocks - to the present 
Washington Street. The little river had cul its bed through a 
deep valley, rising almost precipitously on both banks. Where 
Main Street crossed the stream and merged into the road which 
would through the hills to Pickensville appeared Reedy River 
Falls, immediately to the left of the crossing, tumbling in an 
ecstatic spray of white midst, down a sheer cliff of ragged rock 
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to subside peacefully al 1hc fool or 1hc cliff into its winding, 
sandlined bed. The banks of the river on both sides were 
decorated as beautifully as though an anist had painted ii on 
canvas with a thick arowth of that most buutiful of all the 
elms - the Camperdown. Here and there were piles of rock 
among the elms, ideall)i shaped as benches for \overs' meeting, a 
suitability apparently appreciated in foll by later generations of 
lovers. Perhaps Pearis' daughters knew this - certainly Gover• 
noc B. F. PCfry courted his lovely Charleston sweetheart there, 
and so indelibly was the beauty of the spot impressed upon him 
that he wrote ofit years later. 1' Up and down the stream at in­
tervals thick growths of canes gave the river its name. Taking 
the place of the old foot Jog. the fine bridac today over the river 
at the old Main Street crossing with the lillina stations and hi&h 
buildings a]ona its margin have completely obscured this really 
beautiful scene. By crawling down a precipitous path back of a 
fillina station on the left of the bridae, present day Grcen­
villians may glimpse the lovely falls, the boulders on which 
lovers sat, here and there an elm, the winding stream, still a 
beauty spot, but cut off completely from the sight of Greenville 
today. 

The village of six blocks lay to the east of the stream. At the 
lif1h block a broad avenue six hundred yards long running at 
right angks to Main S1reet and lined wilh a double row of 
"handsome sycamore uces" ," Jed to a commanding eminence 
on which stood the spacious home - Prospect Hill - or the 
gra'ld nabob of the community, Lemuel James Alls1on. 
Another "handsome avenue" cut a passage leading from the 
~orth front of the house through the woods a quarter of a mile 
in len11h and connecting with the "Mountain road" - this was 
tither the old road to Paris Mountain or what was later called 
the Ru1herford Road through Landrum and Tryon. I find no 
mention of lhe name Rutherford Road in old deeds until 1813. 
The grounds on the west side of the Allston mansion, so says a 
Connecticut uaveler or the period, were landscaped beautifully 
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down to the edge of Reedy River." Nearby were the heights of 
Paris Mountain, afar the dim blue haze of the Blue Ridge, on 
two sides the broad valley of the Reedy above the falls which 
gave the name "Great Plains" to the region when Richard 
Pearis came to settle it. It is no wonder that the beauty of the 
spot at once suggested a name for the village - Pleasant 
burg - or that the verdure of the surrounding country should 
have given the name Greenville to the county. 

There has been some uncertainty about the derivation of the 
name Greenville. In 1826, John C. Calhoun in a toast at a din­
ner and ball given for him in Greenville at the Mansion House 
said: "The village of Greenville - picturesque and lovely in its 
situation - may it so prosper as to be worthy of the memory of 
him whose illustrious name it bears"." - obviously General 
Nathanael Greene. Mr. A. S. Salley discounts this theory, and 
states that the general's unpopularity among the "Back­
Country" people was so greal that they would not have given 
,his name to a county established just a few years after the war. 
Also, it is pertinent to note that the final "e" was never, even in 
early days, used in the spelling of Greenville. 

A second theory advanced by Mr. Salley was that the county 
derived its name from one Isaac Green who owned a mill on 
Reedy River. Mr. James Richardson, however, establishes the 
fact that Isaac Green obtained his land grant on the Reedy in 
1785; that less than six months later the act establishing Green­
ville County was passed, and that it is scarcely probable that, 
with the many prominent citizens in this section at that time, the 
name of an obscure stranger should be bestowed upon the 
county.'" Mrs. C. M. Landrum ofGr~nville, now an old lady, 
with a lifetime of historical :interest behind here, still doing 
meticulously careful historical work, tells me that she 
remembers distinctly that some of the older members o( the 
family of Yardry McBee, who practica1ly bought out the town 
of Greenville in 1815 when he secured the enormous land 
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holdinas of Lemuel J. Allston, told her that it was generally 
understood that the name Oreen'¥1\1e was suaaested by the 
vetdant appearance of the country, 

The plat of 1hc liule '¥illaae of P\casantbura was laid off en­
tirely ~pon the land of Lemut:I J. Allston, which had fint been 
the Pu.ris property, then the Co\. Brandon property. The plat 
was divided into firty-two lots. In the exact center of the eight 
squares (si:11 b\ocks Iona and two wide) stood the new 
counhousc, itself placed in a square formed by the lots where 
the present court house and Chamber or Commerce Buildin& 
stand, tostthcr with little open couns now a part of the prop· 
cny of the Blue buildin1. the Poinsett Hotel, and the Palmetto 
8uildin1. From the plat of Plcasantbura, one will note that the 
court house nood in the middle of Main Street and the 1aol a 
bk>ck away to the south in the middle of the street near the place 
of intersection of Fall and Court Streets. Our Connecticut 
traveler dcscribcl the new court house as a "decent two s.ory 
buildina" while ht waxes more enthusiastic about the aaol. say­
in& that it was "thrte stories, larac and handsome". "The si1ua-
1ion and aspect of the villaae,·· he aoes on 10 say, "is quite 
pretty and rural, the streets covered with areen arass and hand· 
some trcn powin1 here and there .... The place is thouaht by 
many to be as healthy as any part of the United States. Not a 
seat of much business. Only one attorney, and law business dull, 
One or two physicians in or near the '¥i!lage; but their practice is 
mainly at the Golden Gro'¥e, a renile but unhealthy settlement 
ten miles below, One Clcr11man within six or se'¥en miles who 
preaches at the Coun House: once in three or four 
w«k ••• there is & wan! or aood houses - the buildinas brin1 
mostly or k>p. About six dwcllina houses, two or three shops 
and 5?me ~her little buildina,s.•1n This is, of course, describina 
the villaae ttsclr, not Allston's fine place or the other country 
suu surroundin1 the village of which we shall hear more anon. 
h would be interes1in110 trace the houses and shops he speaks 
or ~th.in the vil!&1e. 

Alluon, or course, owned the whole villa1e, He at on~. 
thou.ah very slowly, btpnto sell off lots. Isaac Wicliff seems to 
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have been the first buyer, who for a hundred dollars, on April 
22, 1797, bought lots 11 and 12, which included, in part, the 
present Masonic Temple site with its little court, the Law Range 
site, and other property back of it.'" The lots were large. I can 
find nothing about Isaac Wicliff. The next year, 1789, John 
Mc Beth, the brother of the Scotchman Alexander McBeth, who 
was at that time operating the famous store in the Tanglewood 
section, bought for $600.00, six lots, Nos. I, 2, 3, 16, 17, 18, 
which included the entire block directly'across from the present 
post office.•• A part of this property later came into possession 
of Governor Perry, and his house and his law office stood upon 
it for many years, within memory of the older residents of 
Greenville.•' 

In 1799, Allston sold Lot 36 on the southeast corner of Main 
and McBee to Thomas Alexander.• 1 The same year John Wood 
bought six lots, Nos. 37, 39, 40, 47, 48, 22 ... In 1800, Elias 
Earle, living on the outskirts of the village, bought a part of lots 
11 and 12." The same year FrankyWicliffe acquired Lot 15, the 
site of the present post office.•• It seems to have been quite com 
mon to lease and build on property before buying. John Taylor, 
in 1804," bought one lot, and Elias Earle bought another in 
1801." 

Most important of all the buyers of lots in the village of 
Pleasantburg as Jeremiah Cleveland who bought lots Nos. 37 
and 38 in 1804. Here he erected a small store which was the 
beginning of a business which resulted in an estate of several 
hundred thousands of dollars. On Main Street he built his 
home, on the property now covered by Woolworth's Five and 
Ten Cent Store. It was a large brick residence, left standing until 

"'Dc-c<IBookD,p.-'07. 

--oc-c<1BookE,p.!il4 

••D~dBookE,p.JS9 . 

.. D<tdBookF,p.26'! 

"'Dc-c<I Book E, p. 40~ 

.. Dc-c<I Book E, p. ~19 

.. Dttd BookG,p. 161 

"'D<fflBookF,p.262 
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a rew years ago. These owners of lols in the new village must 
have been among !hose who built "lhc two or 1hree shops and 
some other lillle buildings and the six houses" (probably their 
residences near their places of business) on which the Connec­
ticut traveler remarks in the year 1806. This, of course, uccpts 
the large brick residence of Jeremiah Cleveland which mu1t 
have been erected later, else the traveler would surely have men­
tioned it. 

The name of Pleasantburg seems to have been used only in a 
few of the earlier deeds 10 lots in the village. The deeds to pro· 
pc1ty surrounding the village all speak. of Greenville Court 
House, or Greenville Disuict - never of Pleasantburg, with ex­
ccp1ion or the sale of the first few lolS in 1he town. By 1806 the 
name P!casantburg s«ms to have been relega1cd to the past. 

The estates surrounding 1he little town seem all 10 have b«n 
built upon decided eminences. Through the great-grandchildren 
of their builders and through court house deeds l have been for­
tunate enough to trace the home sites of all I have studied with 
the e11.ception of one, which l stilt hope to locale some day. We 
have mentioned "Prospect Hill," the home of Allston, with its 
avenue of fine sycamores leading down 10 main Street. 
"Prospect Hill" s1ood until not a great many years ago on the 
knoll where 1he Greenville High School now stands. The 
Conncc1icu1 traveler dedarcd 1ha1 AHston's "seat is without ex­
ception the most beautiful 1ha1 I have seen in South 
Carolina"." Adjoining the Allston property, on what cenainly 
by 1813 was known as the Rutherford Road and may have been 
laid out much earlier, stood "The Poplars," the home of Elias 
Earle, on a commanding eminence sloping down to Richland's 
Creek, which bounded Earle's property on that side. "The 
Poplars" was a spacious, rambling structure overlooking a cir­
cular drive lined with fine trees.n Across Reedy River on the 
other side of town was the home of Chancellor Waddy Thomp­
~n. ''Approaching the village of Greenville,'' says the Connec-
11eu1 traveler, Mr. Hooker, as he was coming from Pickensville, 
"we pau in view or Chancellor Thompson's beautiful scat -

••,1.H,A.ll.1.-,UISlliJ,I.M 
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quite retired in the woods, about two miles from the Court 
House."" The Chancellor's home stood on another eminence, 
sloping down to Reedy River - the house in a straight line 
perhaps not much over a mile from the Allston home. Just 
beyond Thompson, on the White Horse Road, stood Gen. John 
Blassingame's home upon a beautiful knoll looking out toward 
Paris Mountain and beyond to the Blue Ridge. Next door to 
him was Tanglewood, the place of his son, John, his house also 
on a commanding eminence. On the same road was the large 
house of Samuel Townes. It is said that this was a favorite loca­
tion because of its beautiful outlook and also because its eleva­
tion was considered very healthful. Certain it is that just a year 
or so later Governor Joseph Alston, a summer resident, bought 
in the neighborhood, and still later Poinsett and C. G. Memm­
inger. Five miles from the village, out on the Buncombe Road, 
on a knoll looking toward Paris Mountain, was "The Rock 
House", Captain Billy Young's residence. The place I have not 
been able to locate at all is the home of Samuel Earle, Oerk of 
Court for Greenville from 1787-1793, who "before his mar­
riage, about 1785, ... had moved to the forks of the Saluda to 
live in his own home, which he caUed 'Bachelor Hall,' and here 
it was he brought his bride''. u 

The Allstons, the Earles, the Blassingames, the Townes, the 
Thompsons, the Youngs, the Clevelands, and, of course, many 
other families were thus settled comfortably about the village 
with the turn of the century, all leading more or less an agrarian 
life. Allston and Thompson were both lawyers, though the Con­
necticut traveler speaks of only one in the village. Cleveland and 
Mc Beth were merchants. They were several office holders about 
the court house, two doctors covering a wide range of territory, 
at least one blacksmith, and undoubtedly other small artisans. 
But it would be a safe bet that all of them were farmers. Allston, 
for instance, besides being a lawyer of ability, managed 
thousands of acres of land. 

The early settlers of Greenville lived very largely at home. 

"A.H.A.R•port(Jl'il6),l.897. 
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There was almost no cotton planted. There was comparatively 
little slave labor. Wheat and com were the money crops, ground 
by little mills built at the swift falls. They raised horses and 
cattle, plenty of hogs, sheep and poultry. They made their farm 
implements at home as well as their own whiskey and brandy. 
When they bought liquor at the store, it was merely to enjoy a 
social hour. They carried home from the store only delicacies as 
"sugar and spice and every things nice" such as coffee and rib• 
bons and articles which could not be manufactured at home. 
Such was the town and the community at the turn of the cen­
tury. 
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MY ADVENTURES WITH THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA TRICENTENNIAL* 

LOULIE LATIMER OWENS 

The memory of the South Carolina Tricentennial, like 
beauty, is in the eyes of the beholder. To some it was a moment 
of fun and glory, leaving lasting achievements. To others it was 
a fiasco of astronomical proportions, a disaster unequaled in 
300 years. It stumbled into history at midnight on June 30, 
1971, a pathetic bundle of uncertainty. Was it or wasn't it a suc­
cess? Those who were qualified to answer this question were too 
numbed by exhaustion and bewilderment, as well as overjoyed 
by relief, to probe the mystery. In the almost twelve years since 
the end, few have undertaken to speculate, much less articulate, 
on the answers, and I assure you that this paper does not 
presume to be definitive. It only claims, as the title says, to be an 
eye-witness account, the tales of my own Tricentennial 
adventures. 

The General Assembly created the Tricentennial Commission 
in 1956 to plan an observance of the 300th anniversary of the 
landing at Charleston of a small group of English settlers from 
who South Carolina traces its beginnings. The original commis­
sion was not activated, but in March 1966 the Assembly 
amended the law and made provision for the appointment of a 
commission of twenty-six members. Funding came chieny from 
appropriations from the General Assembly and grants from the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, the city and 
county governments of Charleston, Columbia, and Greenville. 

In August 1966, the South Carolina Tricentennial Commis­
sion formally organized and began the search for an Executive 
Director. The following June it announced the election of 
James Miller Barnett of Georgia, a sophisticated and impressive 
person of vast intellect and administrative ability. He had 
received his bachelor's degree from Harvard Univers.ity in 

•D111 ro, ,nlldl fac1ual m11,rial in This popor hi, oom• from rnin,.aof1h• IDtelil,pofth• 
Souh Carolint Tricentennial Co,rimi1>iOJ1 and hs &uu1i•• Comminn (fded in tho Sou,h Carulin-1 
D•par1men1ofAn:hi•esond History)andfromSou1hC'lrolio1Tricen1....,;.i0onuni.sioo.SoMtA 
CaroJitta Trir:,tt/~nnlaf: Final R.,,,. (Columbia: It. L. Br-,u Company, IJII) 
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aovernment and social psychology, done graduate study at 
M~chuet.ts Institute or Technology in public administration, 
studied orpn at Jul\lard, served in World War II a.s stafr 
Sccntvy for General Lucius Oay and following the war, 
arrant«t for the entertainment or "VIPs" who visited United 
States headquarters in Europe. He reestablished the Bayreuth 
and Saltbur1 Festivals. AJter the war he worked with Frank 
Uoyd Wricht in the finishing stages of the Guggenheim 
Miucum. He was financially independent. The above dcscrip• 
don is liled in the records of the Tricentennial Commission. 
What it docs not say is that Mr. Barnett had considerable dif• 
f,cully It times relating himself to other members of the human 
race, pos.scssed an eloquent vocabulary of profanity, and his ex­
p4osions were more reared in Columbia than the army of 
GeMJal William Tecumseh Sherman. In spite of this, he could 
be, and wually was,• aradous person and was known to all the 
staff ~mply a.s "Mr. B." He endured unbelievable blame and 
rilicmn, 50fM or which he deserved, but rumors and opinioN 
• the conlrary, he was• man of imearity. 
I am sure lhal lhc day Mr. B. arrived in Columbia, the whole 

town rck 10methina like an clcclric charae. Settin1 up tern· 
porary headq-..ai-tcrs in the old Columbia Hotel, he began scrib­
blina orrthc first of his thousands or memos and ideas. One of 
the lirst major ocd$t0Cls t0n<:erncd the exhibition center, or 
centers. The 1965 plan for the cdebration envisioned one bis 
center at O!a.rlcston. Its k>cation was obvious, Albermarle 
Point on the Ashley. There in 1670 the landina and first scttk• 
mml was made. By rare aood fortune, the location had remain· 
ed Undeveloped and in its natural stale, while Charleston by the 
twentieth century, practically surrounded it. This was possible 
because of the proccaion civen by its latest owners, Dr. and 
Mrs. Joseph I. Warina, who bqan 10 dream in the l930's that it 
would some day become a public shrine. Charleston, or course, 
would be the sane of the TriccntenniaJ. Or would it? Public 
opinion throuahout the ■ate asked why the celebration should 
be confined to the foundina of the state? Why not celebrate 
~ut_h Cuolina's 300 ya.rs? Early in the faJI or 1967 the Com· 
m1mon voted to establish three exhibition centers. The one in 
the low country would cover the fir5t century, 1670-1770; the 
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midlands center would concentra1e on 1770-1870; the up­
country cemer would renect South Carolina from 1870 to 1970. 

Another early decision was the selection by Mr. B. of Col. 
Albert L. Betz as Deputy Director of 1he staff that eventually 
numbered around thirty. This did not counl guides and other 
part-lime employees. Col. Belz was a perronal friend and 
former army colleague of Mr. B. He was lhe financial ad­
ministrator of the Tricentcnn~I. The "Colond," as everybody 
called him, was a warm, alive human being, full of good humor 
and with a broad shoulder that soaked up many tears. He was 
no push-over, but he had a listening pair of ears and he knew 
how to explain complicated problems, our problems, to Mr. B. 
in plain English. Oh, how we loved the Colonel! 

About the same time Mr. B. chose the Colonel, he picked 
Carl T. McCJendon of Edgefield as Coordinator of Local 
Events. Carl had the equipment 10 do his job - patience, 
creativity, presistence, self-control, and a deep love for South 
Carolina hislory. The results of his labors in every county in the 
s1a1e will long oul-livc most of the spectacular features of lhe 
celebration. 

Those who dismiss the Tricentennial as a disaster cannot be 
informed about the work of the seven state-wide committees, 
formed in 1967. Most of them built dreams greater than they 
could fulfill, but every one of them succeeded to a large degree 
in carrying out its aims. A fuller account of their ac­
complishments is given in Appendix D, 

As 1967 came to a close, the program structure of the celebra­
tion was well on its way and the time had come for employing a 
full professional staff and acquiring adequate headquarters. A 
spacious nine1een1h cen1ury mansion opposi1e 1he Governor's 
Mansion was available and che Commission occupkd it in 
January, 1968. The mansion w.as known as the Boylcston House 
for its long-time owner who had cared for it with pride and sur­
rounded it with two acres of gardens. The Colonel's office was 
in Mrs. Boyleston's former dining room. He told us, with a 
twinkle in his eye, that she was pleased that we were there. We 
asked him how he knew and he assured us that she checked 
about the house almost every afternoon around five-thirty. Mrs. 



.. 
Boyleston, of course, had been dead for many years. 

It was just before Mr. B. moved from the Columbia Hotel 
that I paid my fine call on him. My husband and I were moving 
to Columbia and, like many lovers of South Carolina history, I 
felt I was exactly what the celebration was looking for. Mr. 
B.had other ideas. He received me politely, but firmly said he 
was not yet ready to employ anyone to work on research. Soon 
after he moved into the Boylcson House, I called on him again. 
Yes, he was going co have a research group, but no, he was not 
ready to put it together. I waited a while. One day I ran into 
Nancy Vance Ashmore at 1he South Caroliniana Library. She 
told me she was linishing work on a Master's Degree, that Mr. 
B. had employed her and Lucia Harrison 10 do research, and 
that they were to begin about the first of September. Now Lucia 
and Nancy Yance arc just as brainy and energetic a pair as 
anybody could have found, and something more. Suddenly I 
understood something. They are the age of my daughter! Mr. B. 
wanted young and beautiful researchers. The nerve of him! I 
wcm back to the Boylcston House and applied for the third 
1imc. Unfortunately, I was still neither young nor beautiful so 
Mr. B. must have thrown in the towel to get rid of me. "O.K.," 
he said, "Monday, September second!" 

Monthi before I started working for the Tricentennial, the 
Commission had completed purchase of the Waring Plantaiion 
at Olde Towne and had decided that the Midlands Center would 
be a four-acre block opposite the Mills House in downtown Col­
umbia. With HUD funds, this block had to be acquired lot by 
lot. Its central attraction was the historic 1822 Hampton· 
Preston house which was in an advanced stage of dilapidation. 
Just behind this house were several apartment buildings that 
were once dormitories and classrooms when the Hampton­
Preston mansion housed a college. When the Tricentennial 
decided to puchase the block, all the property owners sold their 
holdin~ e.11«pt Miss Annie Mary Timmons, who owned the 
apanment buildings. Her property was critical to the exhibition 
because it occupied the core of the block, but Miss Timmons 
refused to sell, not only at the appraised price, but at any price. 

~;~!~1:h:~r~:~~ ~!/~12;,~~~~~~i:~~:n::~•s :;~:;; 
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and the case dragged through the Supreme Court. The 
Tricentennial record states; "This situation is one of the first in 
which right of condemnation was exercised by a state for the 
purpose of acquiring historical property." The land was finally 
acquired and the unsightly buildings demolished, but not until 
1971. Many South Carolinians who followed the calamities of 
the exhibition buildings in Charleston and Greenville were not 
aware of the frustrations and disappointment chat the Columbia 
Center endured because of the delay in acquiring the core of its 
exhibition block. By the spring of 1968, Greenville and Roper 
Mountain had won a lively contest with Spartanburg County for 
the up-country center. The mountain site was not only the more 
dramatic and preferable, but its acquisition was both speeded 
and eased by the enthusiastic involvement of a group of textile 
leaders. These envisioned a permanent textile museum in the ex­
hibition building after the celebration closed. 

On my first day of work, Mr. B. seated Lucia, Nancy Vance, 
and me in a circle before his desk and his instructions went 
something like this: "The success of our exhibition centers will 
depend on what they tell visitors about South Carolina. This 
calls for information on our past and present, accurately and in 
depth. We want to know about everything. That means a great 
volume of information. Ding tells me that several not too suc­
cessful international exhibitions in recent times did not have the 
back-up of a strong research team. [I wondered who Ding 
was, but didn't dare to ask.) Now you are our team. I have 
studied your credentials and I believe you can do the job. The 
material we need is in our libraries, state archives, museums, in­
terviews, and wherever you can find it. Now go and get it." He 
showed us a form we were to use that he called a "story-line." 
We were to fill as many pages as the amount and importance of 
the subject required. "Make xerox copies," he said, "File two 
in a basket in my secretary's office and keep two for your group 
file. If you are working, I'll know by your production. And by 
the way, I predict that each of you will learn enough to entitle 
you to a master's degree on South Carolina history by the time 
we open." On that point he was absolutely accurate. When I 
later compared what I knew about South Carolina before that 
day and what I knew two years later, I knew he was right. I 
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regm 10 add 1hat nobody offered even one of us a degree. 
We three hustkd upstairs 10 an almost bare room, containing 

only lhrcc desks with chairs, three typewriters, and a file 
cabinet. We danced around with glee. Maybe Mr. D. did~'t 
know i1, but he had just tossed three rabbits into the briar 
pa1ch! We agreed that Mr. B. had been broad enough on what 
he wanted, but he hadn'1 told us how to get started. After long 
discussion, we came through with an inspired idea. It had to be 
inspi,ed because it guided us unfailingly to the end. We took the 
Dewey-Decimal subjm heading lis1s and applied them to South 
Carolina. We made long lists of the obvious, gradually 
s.tatching more and more for the ot»curc. We worked in• 
dcpcnclently, bu1 checked off each subject as we filed our 
reports. I can't say that we never disagreed with each other, but 
we never quarreled. Lucia and I both claimed the Revolution 
for our centers. Since we never seulccl which would get it, both 
of us included it. Beginning that first day we formed a strong 
loyalty to each other and a commitment to the Tricentennial 
thill wu never shaken even through the adversities that were 
bcforcus. 

While we were cranking up in the research deparlment. we 
were lv,"Ue of continuous activity in the two front rooms 
upstairs - the sound of typewriters, rattling of paper, shuffling 
boxes, and m111y feet there. Ou! McC\cndon and his associates 
wc,e preparing promotional information and loading his car to 
deli'ICI' to tht local committt~ in all the counties. He also edited 
a newspaper to repon what was going on in one county to 
stimulate its laaging neighlxlr. Jn the other front room Sharon 
Hagins" staff coordinatNt the programs and publications that 
were pouring from the statewide committees. Downstairs • 
steady Mccarn of Commissioner, architects engineers, repre­
scn1ativcs of stale and federal agencit! nowed through Mr. B. 's 
and 1he Colonel's offices. The basement buzzed with the Public 
Rcla1ions Department guided by John Wrisley. Racing for 
material for story-line after story-line, I had little time, 
however, to keep track of what everybody was doing. More and 
more the staff resembled the crew of a train that grew longer 
and longer, picking up speed, We hopped aboard, took hold, 
and rarely saw some of the crew, 
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I hadn't been working long when an old weakness caught up 
with me. It is probably a verifiable fact that I do not have one 
mechanical brain cell in my head. The xerox machine soon 
discovered me. When J crossed the threshold oft he printing and 
supply room in the basement, that old machine knew I was com­
ing. It all buL never turned out a decent job for me. While Lucia 
and Nancy Vance whizzed out copies without a hitch, it usually 
did nothing a1 all for me. Woefully, I appealed to anybody in 
range 10 rescue me, but when all else failed, I went to the 
Colonel. After about my twenty-fifth trip, the Colonel took off 
his spectacles, laid down his pen and gave me an ultimatum. 
"Loulie, there is nolhing wrong with that machine. It's you! 
From now on you are not to even touch it. Call somebody, 
anybody, when you are ready to print, but stay out of that 
room!'' 

The chief resources of our information were the South 
Caroliniana Library, the state archives, and the Columbia 
Museum. Several times we had to go 10 Charleston, but grad­
ually Nancy Vance and I left Charleston 10 Lucia who aspired to 
an assignment there when the center opened. But on one trip to 
Charleston, Milby Burton, Director of the Charleston Museum, 
gave us his VIP tour, Anna Rutledge showed us many secrets of 
hidden alleys and gardens in the lower city, and Mrs. Waring 
served refreshments as we looked out the window at Marleboro 
Point. Mr. B. encouraged us to seek interviews for first-hand in• 
formation even if we had 10 hit the road to get them. In 
Spartanburg, Sam Manning told me more about South Carolina 
Indians than I had ever read. At Walnut Grove Plantation on a 
gray winter afternoon Bucky Buchanan told me about "do•il• 
yourself" restoration while he served me cofftt around a 
potbellied stove in the drovers' house. I learn~ about the 
American Revolution, what really happened, who did it, and 
why from Charles Lee, our state archivist, in a long, long inter­
view. An engineer, with rolls of blueprints, showed me over 
Roper Mountain and a textile executive sold me his dream of a 
textile museum on that mountain. A number of times Mr. B. 
sent the three of us to represent him at Charleston and 
Columbia social functions. While these were working 
assignments, we enjoyed them and met many lovers of South 
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Carolina. Twice Mr. B. sent Lucia and me to the Gatlinburg 
Crafts Fair. All of us wanted to see hand-made baskets, 
needlework and weaving, metal crafts, furniture, and other 
woodwork. Mr. B. had us talk with the artisans and they were 
not only glad to sell but to demonstrate their skills in the exhibi­
tion buildings. This eventually proved too expensive, to our 
regret. Mr. B. said Ding preferred locally made items, both 
hand and machine wrought, to imported souvenirs. Every time 
Mr. B. needed backing for his claims he quoted ''Ding,'' but he 
never explained who he was. 

Early in 1969 Mr. B. took Lucia, Nancy Vance, and me to 
Washington and New York. We needed contacts at the Smithso­
nian and the Library of Congress. In New York he scheduled 
meetings with the three firms who were to design the exhibits for 
the three centers. Ding had told him that a single firm could not 
give the different approaches we could get from three. As we 
arrived in Washington a surprise awaited us. There stood a 
handsome man, apparently looking for us. Mr. B. rushed for­
ward and grasped his hand. "Ding!" he exclaimed, "Meet my 
research team." We fairly tumbled over ourselves to meet the 
man of mystery. He turned out to be Ewen C. Dingwall of 
Washington, General Consultant to the Commission, and pro• 
fessional consultant to large expositions throughout the 
country. Explaining little mysteries wasn't Mr. B.'s top talent. 

Ding, it proved, was useful to us in Washington. He seemed 
to know everybody we needed to know. Later I was to have 
cause to be very thankful that he met us in Washington. He 
accompanied us to New York where we discovered he had sug­
gested the three design firms. The meeting was held in the 
offices of Woods and Ramiriz, the Charleston designers. They 
led us to a room where the Charleston exhibits were spread 
before us in miniature. The giant metal figures, the early settle­
m~nt.themes, plans for individual exhibits. When the exposition 
bu1ldmg finally opened, the Woods and Ramiriz designs were 
almost exaaly as we saw them that night. In an adjoining room 
the_ firm of Wimmershoff and Kisseloff had similarly laid out 
their ~heme for exhibiting modern South Carolina products on 
~ mo:•~g track. In spite of the adjustments imposed by changes 
m bu1ldmg plans, both of these design firms kept ahead. In fact, 



Greenville exhibits were always ahead of those for the 
Charleston and Columbia centers. 

Having looked at the plans for the first 1wo firms, Mr. B. 
turned 10 Ron Beckman of Providence, Rhode Island, whose 
firm, Research and Design, was under contract not only to 
design the Columbia exhibits, but to coordinate those of all 
three centers. Beckman pulled out two or three shoe boxes con­
taining several pasteboard objects. Since we did not recognize 
them, he explained that his firm was different from 1hc other 
lwo. His people were sociologists who sought to interpret social 
and historical movements. "Now the Civil War, which falls in 
the Columbia exhibition period, proved to the world that war is 
totally out-dated," he pointed out. "Our firm is dedicated to 
gelling rid of war and the Civil War can be used to convince 
people that we are right." He pointed 10 what he said was a 
model of a cannon. We all leaned over, squinted at it, and 
shook our heads. Mr. B. said he was worn out and wanted to go 
to his hotel. The only reaction I head on our way to the hotel 
was from Mr. B. to Mr. Dingwall, "Ding, who suggested 
Beckman to you?" 

One afternoon in the spring of 1969 Mr. 8. shut down the 
Tricentennial headquarters and told the staff that we were all 10 
go to the State House where we were to sec Buckminstcr Fuller 
in the nesh. The man had been blown to such proportions that 
we could scarcely believe we were to have such a privilege. But 
there, indeed, he was, surrounded by the Governor, the General 
Assembly, members of the Commission, and (I was told) 
everybody worth knowing in Columbia. Beside him was a huge 
pedestal, stood his model of the exhibition building for Green­
ville, his geodesic frame shaped like a cube standing on one cor­
ner. It was to be the big spectacle of the celebration, a building 
more important than the exhibits it held. I walked around the 
model, listening to the hundreds of awed exclamations with a 
vague feeling of frustration. Since my preference in architecture 
runs to the traditional, I assured myself that I wasn't qualified 
to appreciate this masterpiece. My situation was like 1he child in 
the story of the "Emperor's New Clothes." 

What I didn't know was that I was not alone. There were 



other bewildered people there. The Greenville 1ex1ile group in 
thu gathering saw 1he end of 1heir dreams. Money spenl for e 
custom-built me1al and plastic show-piece could not pay ror 
square footage adequate in site and strength to hold t.eavy 
textile machinery. The Commission had chosen to erect a 
smaller core building designed to carry exhibit items and pcopte, 
but not much machinery. Thus, the breakdown in the tutik 
museum plans occurred when the Commission adopted the 
Buckminsler Fuller plans early in 1969 and not early in 1970 
when 1he aluminum joints that were to have held the cube 
together could not carry the load. 

About lhe same time the Buckmins1er Fuller design was 
unveiled, 1he plans for the Charleston pavilion were released. 
This time I had some audible company. There was an outraged 
protes1 from Beaufort to Caesar's Head. The architects had 
drawn a twentieth century version of 1he pyramids. Everybody 
wailed in concert, "What does Egypt have to do with South 
Carolina?" Shortly afterward, 1he plan was withdrawn as "too 
expensive" and the architects went back to their drawing 
boards. When they finished the next plans, the building had 
gone underground. The PR releases proclaimed, "Let's 
emphasize the forests and the sea, just as they were in 1670. The 
building should be inconspicuous." Well, anything was better 
than a pyramid! 

At the Columbia location, demolition of shops and stores 
continued and preparations begun to restore the Hampton­
Preston House. Bu1 what were we to do for an exhibition 
buildin1? We couldn'1 just ofrer one restored house 10 tell 1he 
story of the nineteenth ceniury. By this time the Commission 
was looking at its budget, aware that the Charleston and Green· 
ville buildings were going to be very expensive. Ding had some 
advice. He had ser\led as advisor for two in1ernational 
exhibitions that successfully used geodesic domes that looked 
like upside-down soup bowls. They were inexpensive, compared 
with 1he Charleston and Greenville buildings. provided almost 
IO,(XXJ ~uare rect of exhibit space each, and they could be 
taken down and used elsewhere later. By now Mr. B. was look­
ing for something horn a bargain basement. This was just the 
thing for Columbia. The order for two domes for early delivery 



GJlEENVILLE COUl'fTY HISTOllCAL SOCIETY • 

in 1970 was made. I didn'11hink they were bcautiruJ, but I could 
overlook that since they were to be temporary. But I knew we 
would hear from all the sentccl history-loving ladies or 
Columbia, and we did. "Those awrul modernistic monstrosities 
on each side of the Hampton-Preston House! h's sheer desecra­
tion!" they wailed. But by now the Commission was growing 
1ouah hides and dear cars; 1herc was no way to please 
everybody. 

In lhe summer or 1969 I told Mr. 8. I wanted sill weeks orr 
for a 1rip to Europe with my family. Mr. 8. said, "[fyou'rego­
in1, I his will be your only chance because we're geuina into hi&h 
aear this fall." I'm glad I didn't know just how high or I 
wouldn't have gone on a fishing trip as far as Lake Murray. In 
retrospect I see that I might as well have gone. We had a 
wonderful trip and on two days I had some unique experiences. 
They were made possible by two sealed letters that Mr. B. hand• 
cd me when I left. He said he wanted me to go to the Bodleian 
Libra,y at Oxford and the Public Record Office in London and 
look for any special information pertaining to the )'UIS just 
before and arcer the establishment or South carolina. He 1old 
me to present lhc two letters and they would help me in gettina 
into the collections and in finding the material. 

Toward the end of the family's European journey we arrived 
at Oxford. With a notebook in my bag and one of Mr. B.'s 
letters, I approached a man at a desk in the Bodleian Library. 
He hastily scanned Mr. B.'s letter, then sprang into action. 
"This way, Madam," he said, holding open a very larae door. 
He led me to the second noor where with many polite motions 
and even more words, he presented me to a gentleman who was 
obviously or some importance. He also read Mr. B.'s kiter and 
then addressed me with such an etabora1e wckome lhat I real• 
ized that for once in my life J was a celebrity. He led me to a 
long table, not a tiny carrel, and summoned two a.ssista111s, 
within minutes they began to unload a bewildering stack or 
manuscripts, books, maps, and pictures. And I had only one 
day, one day for research. I soon discovered what lay before 
me - the papers of John Locke, author of the Fundamental 
Constitutions of Carolina. His political innuence over South 
Carolina's beginning was probably greater than any one man. 



Everything I turned 10 was rascinating. I copied .1s fast as I 
could. My family brouaht me lunch and I resumed copying. 
When it was time co go, I had filled my notebook with a g~eat 
variety of facts. No wonder Mr. B. sent me there. Bu1 I was ma 
state of collap!le. With many words of thanks, I departed, 
regretful that I didn't have more time or strength, but thankful 
that for once during the Tricentennial I was a celebrity even if I 
had to cross 1he ocean to earn it. 

A f~w days later I knocked on the door of the Public Record 
Office in London, presented letter number two, and the same 
lhing happened all over. My hosts showed me to another long 
table occupied by a diligent scholar squinting through a magni­
fyin& &lass at a pile of parchment documents covered with (I 
learned later) Analo Saxon. My hosts unapologetically made 
him shove over and make room for me. I was embarrassed. I 
was also aenuincly distressed to find even more South Carolina 
materials at the "PRO" than at the Bodleian. When I finally 
departed, aaain exhausted, I wondered what in the world Mr. B. 
•ad written in those letters. He must have given the impression 
,at I was the personal representative of the Librarian of Con• 
Jess or of 1he Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, or both. I 
never knew becau~ neither letter was returned to me. 

When I arrived back in Columbia late in August, head· 
quarters was rocking over discovery by archeologists of a 
Kiawah ceremonial mound on 1he site chosen for the Charleston 
exhibition building. Judging by the anguished cries that reached 
that re-ached us from Charleston, we were about to destroy a 
treasure comparable to Independence Hall. A group or 
Char]estonians entered a suit against the Commission if the 
ground was disturbed. Nobody wanted to destory history; we 
were in the business of saving hiSlory. But the hard fact was that 
that one mound was the only place on the Olde Towne land that 
was hiah enough above the ground 10 sink a three-story building 
underground. Having ho other real options, the Commission 
held firm and the suit was withdrawn. 

At the beginning of September 1969 the celebration prepara• 
lions really went into high gear. The time had come to staff the 
three centers and the Commission employed their three direc• 
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tors: Jim Demos for Charleston, Vito Passcmantc for Green­
ville, and William Seale for Columbia. I met the first two but 
had no direct contact with either. About William Scale I could 
write a book. He looked like a college sophomore, but held a 
doctorate in American history. He was probably one of the 
more knowledgeable persons in the country on nineteenth 
century American history and culture. Artistic, intelligent, he 
was a walking authority on Victorian architecture and 
decorative arts. He probably had not been on South Carolina 
soil more than once or twice before, but he haunted the libraries 
until within weeks he knew about as much about the Hamptons 
as the Hamptons knew about themselves. He cultivated the 
Hampton descendants in Columbia and persuaded them to !end 
furniture and accessories. When he finished restoring and fur­
nishing the Hampton-Preston House, it didn't look like a 
museum; it had that lived-in look ofa family that had been gone 
five minutes. So much for the positive side of Dr. Scale. The 
other side was a temperament so conceited that he never con­
sidered anyone but himself. I think I admired and disliked 
William Seale in just about equal proportions. And he couldn't 
have totally disliked me. He autographed one of his books to 
me, "To Loulie. Colleague in a birthday that will be 
remembered. Affectionately, William." 

Fortunately, William totally buried himself in the Hampton­
Preston project and I had another load on my shoulders. Mr. 8. 
called Lucia, Nancy Vance, and me around his desk for one of 
his famous no-nonsense conferences. Exactly one year had 
passed since we began our reseach and Mr. 8. admitted our pile 
of story lines had far exceeded his hopes, both in depth and 
quantity. But Mr. 8. was not one to praise at length; he always 
had more work to be done. At this meeting he told us that he 
was splitting up our team: Lucia would move to Charleston, 
Nancy Vance would move to Greenville; I would remain in 
Columbia. Each of us was to choose an assistant and work with 
her center to provide information and gather exhibit items for 
the design firms. The Charleston and Greenville designers were 
on schedule, but Ron Beckman had not sent in his exhibit 
themes and layouts for the domes. "Loulie," said Mr. 8., "get 
on the phone or get on a plane, but make those people 
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produce." He then presented each or us three wirh a polarotd 
camera to send pictures of possible exhibit items to the 
dcsiancn. 

Lucia found her a15istant in Cllarluton and Nancy Vance 
hers in Grtcnvilk. four women of assorted ages applied to me. I 
talk.eel wich all four and fortune was riding my shoulder. The 
day I chose Beverly Beckwith from Greenville was probably the 
best in my three Tricentennial years. She was smart, im­
aginative, and one of the hardest workers I was ever around. 
There was no slowing her down. She wa.5 never my assistant: we 
toiled side by side on cQual ground. I think her first task was to 
rescue me from my seeond mechanical crisis, Mr. B.'s ca.men. 
Lucia and Nancy Vance brought in piles of pictures, but my 
camera wouldn't work. What broke my spiril was coming upon 
Lucia calmly taking hen apan, oiling it, adjusting and 
reloading it. Strangly, Bev could do the same thing with mine. 
so it be<:ame hers. 

My urgent kiters to Ron Beckman went unanswered. I called 
him and he said he had bttn very busy but would start on our 
uhibi1s lOOR. "Soon?" stormed Mr. 8. "He signed our con• 
tract in January. Can you go to Providence tomorrow?" I said I 
could and I he.ard Mr. 8. telling Ron on the phone that I was on 
my way. 

Now that was an eJ1pcriencc! A young man from the firm met 
me in Boston. He said this was not the best time for me to come 
because this was "Peace •Day" in Providence. I soon believed 
him. We crawled through the streets with fragments of a parade 
and hundreds or young people carrying peace banners. Every 
other cleCHic pok bore a peace sign. We finally reached his 
offtct which didn't look much like an office. It looked like a 
!&rgc abandoned ninetttnth century manufacturing plant, That, 
m fact, was what it was. We dimbcd the stairs through 1he 
empty building to the third noor. There, Ron Beckman and a 
third member of the firm tame out 10 greet me, calling me by 
my l'irsl name. I did not disoovcr at once that this was the entire 
te~m of employees. All three wore huge peace buttons. In the 
middle or at least 12,000 .square feet or space on the third noor 
stood a dozen or so screens, dividing off what must have been 
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work spaces. They were furnished with tables and boxes. The 
men were so jubilant over the peace demonstrations that it was 
difficult to get them to talk South Carolina Tricentennial Ex­
hibitions with me. Finally, Ron led me to one of his screen 
enclosures where he pointed to three or four shoe boxes that 
looked very familiar. "Look, Loulie," said Ron. "I need you to 
help Mr. B. understand our firm. We aren't ordinary exhibit 
designers. We are sociologists who seek to interpret and pro­
mote social movements.'' ''Wait a minute, Ron,'' I said, "Have 
you forgotten that I was with Mr. 8. in New York when you 
told him that?" "Yes, but he doesn't understand." I became 
annoyed and told Ron that he was the one who didn't under­
stand. We were in the business of putting together a historical 
celebration. "But you can teach so much from history," he 
pied. "Of course, of course, but you are trying to run a cam­
paign.'' To cool me off, the firm declared it a day and took me 
out to dinner. All three of the fellows were great fun and very 
dedicated to improving society. But I couldn't seem to fit them 
into the Tricentennial, and time was getting short. I got back to 
Columbia in time to catch Mr. 8. before headquarters closed 
for the day. I started at the beginning and told Mr. B 
everything, every little detail. He kept protesting that nobod} 
could believe that tale, but I knew he did. "One more time I'm 
going to talk with that rascal," he stormed. "Are you going to 
Providence?" I asked. "No, he's coming to Columbia -
tomorrow!'' Picking up the phone, he called Ron and told him 
to catch the same schedule the next day that I had just made. On 
my way home that afternoon I had some awesome premoni-
tions. 

To save time the next afternoon, I met Ron's plane. On the 
way into town I talked fast and pied with him "to get with it." 
Mr. B. was running out of patience. "He just doesn't under­
stand," Ron kept saying. "I need to explain to him more 
fully." 

At headquarters Mr. B. was waiting. When I saw the gleam in 
his eye, I said a prayer for Ron and ned upstairs. My prayer was 
too late. The 8oyleston House literally trembled under the 
volley of Mr. 8.'s rage. Ron backed out of the office and into 
the hall, but Mr. B. followed him with more profanity than I 
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had heard in a lifetime. The staffers, who had fled behind 
doors, peeped out cautiously. Usina the back door, I hopped in 
my car and went home. Later, I called Ron's hotel room. A sub• 
dutd voice inswcred and l told him I was sorry. He seemed sur• 
prised I would call. 

The nut morning Mr. B. sent for Bev and me. He told us that 
the Columbia Center no lon1cr had an CJthibit d~ian firm. 
''Can you two design exhibits?'' he asked. ••or course not,'' we 
answered. After watchina what was in preparation ror 
Charleston and Grttnvillc, we knew that exhibit d~ianing was a 
l)fofession. We couldn't get by with post~ made by amatcl.lrs. 
Besides, we had 20,000 square rect 10 fill. "All right, then get 
out or here iUld find hctp. Go anywhere, ask: anybody, but be 
fast." 

Bev and I conferred and dedded that the nearest people who 
had done anything comparable to what we needed were the 
tuntors or the North Carolina State Museum in Raleigh. We 
called and they told us 1hey would be Jlad to help all they could. 
We Rew up the nut day, prepared to spend two daYS and a 
night. At 1hc mwcum our hosts offered us every courtesy and 
guided us 1hrouah lhcir pcrmancn1 museum, a son or labrymlh 
that lr8'td North Carolina history back to the time North and 
South Carolina were politicilly united. We were thrilled. Earlier 
in the year I had attended a crash course which told me that an 
Olhibit 5hould "deliver an experience, not diversion; be mind· 
CJ1pandint and confront the '<licwer with ideas." These North 
Carotina curators had done all this and much more. "How Iona 
did it take you to put this together?" we asked. "Three years, 
arccr we worktd out the dcsian. We worked very ra,1," they 
r~litd. 8eY and 1 crumpled. "We have three month,," we con• 
fessed. The curators did tvery1hing but weep. Our predicament 
filled them with anauish because they feared we did not realite 
how strious it wa.s. They kept repcatina, "You arc in blj 
trouble!" We went to our hotd for the night and decided that 
the nut day we would divide up. Bev would to to the Southern 
Collection at Chapel Hill and I would 10 back to the museum 10 
put together as many ideas as we couk1 use. Bev was s1ill asleep 
the ne:iit morning when I awoke, horribly depressed. I walked to 
the window and looked out. We must have been on about the 
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tenth floor. For the first and only time in my life I had a suicidal 
impulse. I remember thinking, "Just one jump and I can be out 
of it all.·• I opened the window on a sort of balcony to look 
down. I was curious to see where I would land. On the opposite 
side of the street was a building with its name in such big letters I 
could still read them: "N. C. Baptist Convention." "Horrors, 
not there! I can't disgrace my husband. He must have a hundred 
friends in that building," I laughed. The impulse left me and 
never returned. When Bev woke up, we admitted to each other 
that we had never before been in a place of responsibility where 
the stakes were so high and the time so short. That afternoon we 
returned to Columbia and told Mr. 8. that we wanted to go the 
Library of Congress to hunt for South Carolina pictures. He 
said, "O.K." He would have said the same had we told him 
were were headed for China because about this time a crack had 
developed in the Charleston Exhibition building roof and 
everybody could talk of nothing else. Since the same engineer­
ing pricinples were being applied in Greenville, that building 
was also in danger. 

Bev and I took off to Washington. Just before we left, Lucia 
asked me if we would stop by the Smithsonian and ask someone 
in the agriculture department about lending her some eighteenth 
century tools. Thanks to Ding, the Smithsonian had already 
been helpful. Little did Bev and I dream what good fortune 
Lucia's request would bring us. For some reason, we decided to 
go to the Smithsonian first. The director of the agriculture 
department was very kind, took the address of the Charleston 
center, and said he would ship the tools. Then he asked us what 
we were doing in the Tricentennial. Bev and I were under heavy 
strain and we must have been carried away. We told him we 
were three months from the opening of our center, had no ex­
hibit plans, and little to exhibit. The man's mouth flew open in 
amazement. He couldn't believe us at first, but our emotional 
condition seemed to convince him. He talked with us like the 
North Carolina people had done. Finally, when Yle went to the 
elevator, he got on with us. On the way down, he said, "I know 
somebody who may help you. When you get off on the main 
floor, sit down on a bench near the door and wait for a man I 
will send to you." We were in too much trouble to turn down 
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any offer of help and in a few minutes a man came and sat down 
beside us. He asked us many questions for we had a story that 
was hard to believe. I remember that he began to wring his 
hands. After we had convinced him, he said, ''There is a man in 
the Exhibit Design Department here who occasionally moon­
lights. I will talk with him and you call him at this number about 
eleven o'clock tomorrow morning." We thanked him and left 
the Smithsonian for our hotel. The next morning we went to the 
Library of Congress to look for pictures. We had wonderful 
luck and left orders for copies or many South Carolina pictures 
we had previously been unable lo find. Bev stayed on to search 
further when eleven o'clock came. I dialed the number and 
reached a man named John Brnwn who was expecting my call. 
For the next two hours I stood in that phone booth telling our 
story and answering his questions. Gradually, he not only seem­
ed to believe me, but to build up sympathy for our dilemma. 
Besides, the job should be profitable because our design budget 
for both domes was $100,CMXI. I told him everything. This must 
provide themes, labels, exhibit cases, all kins of fabrications. 
We had ten weeks before opening date. The conversation finally 
ended with an understanding that he would give me an answer 
when I called his apartment from the airport late that after-

Bev and I went to the airport in a more hopeful spirit than we 
had felt for weeks. But alas, when I tried to call John Brown's 
apartment, his phone was out of order. What to do? We decid­
ed that Bev would go back to the hotel and wait until the 
Smithsonian opened the next morning and contact him there. I 
would get back to Columbia and break the news to Mr. B. 

The next morning I told Mr. B.'s secretary that I was to be the 
first to see him no matter who was on his schedule. Of all the 
people Mr. B. wanted to see that morning, I was probably on 
the bottom of the list, but I didn't have to wait. The exhibit 
buildings in Charleston and Greenville were giving him a head­
ache on four sides. I began humbly. "Mr. B., Bev and I are 
ready to turn in our resignations for what we have done." Mr. 
B. snapped back, ''Cut the nonsense and start talking.'' I reeled 
out the whole story, ending by telling or our inability to learn if 
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Mr. Brown could take on our job. Mr. 8. began to relax and 
when I finished, he said, "That's just fine; you've saved me Ii 
lot of trouble. When will we hear from Bev?" At almost that 
moment the phone rang - Bev in Washington. Mr. B. listened 
briefly and then turned to me. "Loulie, can you work with a 
black man?" "A what?" "Bev says she has seen Mr. Brown 
and he is a black man. He thought you had found that out and 
then wouldn't call him last night." I was surprised, but still sold 
on Mr. Brown. So was Bev. Integration wasn't all that new to 
us. Mr. Brown had told Bev he thought he could take our job if 
he and Mr. B. could reach agreements. Mr. 8. returned to the 
phone. "Come on home, Bev. Tell Mr. Brown I have to be in 
Washington in a couple of days and I'll see him then." I danced 
out of Mr. B. 's office, my head bumping the ceiling. 

When Bev returned, we were so sure that the designer we had 
hired would see us through that we turned our energies to the 
lagging task of gathering exhibit items. Making use of lists we 
had made of available items during the research period, we had 
already made broad plans for the two domes. One would tell 
about the famous people and big events of South Carolina in 
the nineteenth century; the other would tell about the everyday 
people on the land. By the first of January, we had acquired 
only one exhibit item, but it was a gem - a dark red water­
marked taffeta gown of Angelica Singleton Yan Buren, hand­
made in Paris and in mint condition. It was so precious that we 
stored it in the records center building of State Archives. With 
the design problem off our minds, we dashed about like a pair 
of squirrels gathering treasurers and storing them all over 
Columbia: a wagon and farm tools, pens that had signed the 
Secession Ordinance, an early Columbia fire truck, a Con• 
federate uniform, Revolutionary swords, precious old china, 
quilts, kitchen utensils, hand loom, tombstone rubbings, pic­
tures from everywhere, a delicate scale model of the State 
House, framed land grants, a doll house, etc. 

We had a big advantage over Lucia. Attics and barns still held 
an abundance of nineteenth century relics, but eighteenth cen­
tury items were scarce. To make it more difficult, Woods and 
Ramiriz sent Lucia a centimeter ruler and a list of items like: 
Francis Marion's tooth-pick, samples from Eliza Lucas 
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Plnekncy's indigo vats, a miniature of Lord Campbell (last 
colonial governor), a piece of one of the original palmetto trees 
used by General William Moultrie. The ruler wai. to insure thal 
items would fit precisely in the designers' tiny velvet-lined cases. 
Problems like that didn't bother Bev and me. 

John Brown'! He and Mr. 8. signed their con1rac1 and a few 
days later I heard somebody bragging that Mr. e. had employed 
the Smithsonian's head exhibit desie;ner. That was news to Bev 
and me, but we just nodded at each other and grinned. John 
Brown did, in fact, hold that position. John (we soon dropped 
the Brown) deluged Bev and me with the kind of blueprints that 
Charleston and Columbia had had for months. He kept the 
phone buzzing with questions we h.id to answer on the spot or 
ge1 out and find. We sent him reams of factual data from the 
story lines. 

The day the domes arrived, rolded up on two block-long 
trucks, I was so excited I ran out in the street to signal lraffic OUI 

,r lheir way. Mr. B. went arter me and took me by the arm to 
~t me to safety. The frames and vinyl skin were in place within 
week and we were ready to rnove in. Three weeks until 

'D,Day," April 18, John Brown had directed a Columbia rirm 
in making the largest props and exhibit holders, but more of 
them were fabricated in the Smithsonian's shops (that extend 
for a block under the Washington Mall). These items, along 
with many cases the Smithsonian loaned to us arrived in a fleet 
of trucks. Twelve members of the Srnithsonian's exhibit staff 
accompanied John to Columbia for the final assembling. As 
ras1 as the cases, stands, props, signs, stairs, models wen1 up, 
Bev and l hauled in our collections. Even William Seale gave us 
a hand. Twice he took,away some or our treasures for "Seale 
Manor," formerly know as the Hampton-Preston House. One 
was a damask tablecloth, custom-woven for Millwood, the 
country home of the Hamptons that Sherman burned. The 
other was a set of four large pastel portaits of the J. Marion 
Sims family. I had gone to Lancaster myself in a Commission 
station wagon for them. But by the time we moved in, we had 
plenty of items although we added and rotated as long as we 
were on exhibition. John Brown had enlarged and framed the 
mountain of pictures we had sent hirn and when we saw them, 



knew better than ever what a professional exhibit-maker could 
do. 

April first arrived. It was raining in Charlcslon and just three 
days until opening. Builders were still frantically trying to prop 
up the exhibit pavillion and set up a ceremonial stand for VIPs. 
Road crews shoveled mud from the driveways. Wilh an in­
complele exhibit building, a full opening woukt be delayed a 
month. Greenville moved its opening date from May I 10 July ◄. 
When the Commission met in Charleston for the ceremonies, 
Mr. 8. announced that Columbia would open on schedule, 
April 18. The papers reported that the Commission broke into 
spontaneous applause. 

At the same time in Columbia, nurserymen laid live turf and 
blooming nowers around the domes and mansion. William 
Seale had picked the prettiest available girls in Columbia for 
guides and trained them for their duties. From our omces in the 
respective domes, Bev and I handed out our custom-woven and 
custom-made uniforms and all of us prttned ourselves before 
the Hampton-Preston mirrors. John Brown had bui/1 us a barn 
and barnyard in the West Dome. I located two live sheep, whom 
the guides named Lamb Chop and Ruby Begonia, a rooster and 
two hens. These ordinary farm animals drew bigger crowds than 
our modd of the Washington Monument, designed by South 
Carolinian, Robert Mills. 

Two days before opening a long distance call came for 
William Scale. I was the only staffer available so I look the 
message. It went like this, in a Boston accent: "This is Cap1ain 
(name I've forgotten). Tell Dr. Seale that my lieutenant and I 
will arrive from Philadelphia and land our hot air balloon on 
the Mills grounds al precisely JI a.m. on the eight«nth. Tdl 
him we have the guns and the Yankee uniforms." Somdtow I 
hadn't heard of this feature, but I recovered enough to tell him 
sternly, "0.K., but no matches. The last Yankees who came 
through here burned the place down." He had a ready reply: 
"Absolutely, Madam! No matches!" 

On the eighteenth rhe sun came out, our little parade of 
Victorian carriages and ladies riding side-saddle stopped in 
front of the gleaming domes and mansion to cut a ribbon across 
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lhe door. Down came a Civil War balloon amid ten thousand 
cheers and Bev and I tearruUy hugged each other and admitted 
It WU worth it. 
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GREENVILLE, 1831 

ALBERT NEELY SANDERS 

On Dei:embcr 17, 1831, the General Assembly of the State of 
South C.irolina ra1iried Act No. 2540 which incorpora1cd the 
\'ill.tie of Greenville as a "body poli1ic and corporate."' This 
p:ipcr seeks to sink an "historical drill hole''' into that historical 
momcm and 10 undersland the per.sons who lived within the 
nrwl)· incorporated village.' At the time of its incorporation 
Grecm•me Court House' was a "beautiful and nourishing little 
pl:ice [which] contains 64 dwelling houses - 69 families, and a 
population of about 600 persons .... "' A contemporary 
writerdedaredit co be: 

... deli1h1fully located on an elevated plain, with the Reedy River 
placid!)· meandcrin& from nor1hwcstern 10 iu sou1hcu1ern side. Tl\c 
Wubrit}" of its 11mosp,hcrc. tl\c grand and bcauriful Kcnc1r in in 
,·icinil}" h1>·c 1cndc1ed this I charming place and a r«oll or wcallh 
:u,d fuhion in 1hc ~ummer months.• 

A> earl>· as 1831, Greenville had already developed as a 
"muhi•face1ed" community unique among the hundreds of 
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villages scattered over the South. Not only was it a court house 
town, it was also a summer resort, a droving center, and a 
trading town. It was the "metropolis" of Greenville District' 
which was its "hinterland" with about twenty times the popula­
tion of the metropolis.• Located at the falls of Reedy River with 
its Main Street leading to a ford' just above the falls, the village 
was the hub for eight major roads which radiated like spokes 
connecting it to a vaster hinterland: Buncombe Road to 
Asheville, Rutherford Road, Spartanburg Road, Laurens Road, 
Augusta Road, Grove Road, and Pendleton Road.•• Over these 
roads, farmers came to market and trade; stage coaches carried 
passengers and mail; drovers down from the mountains with 
horses.mules, and pigs providing their own transportation to 
lowland markets, and hundreds of "summer visitors" from the 
low country to spend the "summer season" away from their 
tidewater plantations. On "Sale Day," or "Court Week," or 
"Muster Day," or even a pleasant summer day, the town 
square'' filled with farmers, rough drovers, gentile planter 
families, wagoneers, and local business and professional 
people - a unique blend of frontier and aristocracy with a 
healthy leavening of in-between groups." 

However, life in the Greenville of 1831 was neither as idyllic 
nor as romantic as many would like to believe. It still exhibited 
some of the crudeness of the frontier from which it was not far 
removed. Also, there were two problem-causing, community­
dividing concerns: the nullification controversy was moving in­
exorably toward its civil-war-breeding crisis the following year 
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• 
and the extended hard times made for economic distress. The 
politics and tensions ofnullirication are outside the scope of this 
paper except as they slipped over into the daily life of the pt'o­
plc. 0 In contrast hard times affected everybody in both vi1,;age 
and district. 

Hard times had come to the South and South Carolina in the 
1820's, spawned by the economic adjustment in wes!ern civiliza­
tion following the Napoleonic Wars and by the glut of cotton on 
the world's markets due to the rapid expansion of the cotton 
production into the Gulf South, forcing cotton prices from 30 
cents a pound in 1818 down to 7 to 9 1/2 cents a pound in 1831. 
Although Greenville District was not yet a cotton-producing 
district (except on its southern edge), cotton planters of the 
plantation belt began to produce their own foodstuffs, thus 
limiting the market for upcountry corn, wheat, and hogs. In the 
state as a whole, the value of capital declined to only two-thirds 
of the l820level in a decade.'' 

As the depression entered its second decade,'' Greenvillians 
reacted in different ways. Some sold everything they had at 
whatever prices it would bring and moved west to start over. For 
example, John McClanshaw announced his plan to go west and 
advertised four tracts of land totaling 2,083 acres, his nine-room 
house in the village, and nineteen slaves "for sale 
cheap. ."" J. S. Edwards of Dacusville published that he 
"intends moving to the westward" and put up his 571 acres, 
cotton gin, saw mill, flour mill, distillery, hogs, corn, crop, and 
twenty "likely NEGROES" for sale "very cheap."" 

Most Greenvil!ians, however, ''hunkered down,'' determined 
to ride out the hard iimes as best they could, economizing, sell­
ing some of their assets to meet their debts, and collecting 
monies due them. Lacy Hunt auctioned two Negroes, corn, 
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hogs, and tools but was able to keep his land." Willis Wilds in• 
formed his debtors that they must "settle up" or he would turn 
their accounts over to the Sheriff." Richard Harrison "with 
reluctance" called all notes and accounts due him.u McBee and 
Roberts, a mercantile firm, reduced its inventory and increased 
its liquidity by reducing prices in a "cash only" sale.'' 

The extended hard times brought both the Greenville 
Mountaineer and the Mansion House to near financial disaster. 
The Mountaineer suspended operations on January 14, 1831, 
due to lack or subscribers and to unpaid accounts. However, the 
leading upstate Unionist newspaper was important to both local 
pride and politics. Over the next four months "interested peo­
ple" secured additional subscriptions and the weekly resumed 
publication on May 14." The Mansion House which excelled 
"any house in the upper part or the State in appearance and 
accommodation of the traveling public,''ll came on the market 
and was bought by John Crittenden, who advertised it for sale 
or lease. When no buyer appeared and the tourist season 
approached, Crittenden combined the operation of the Mansion 
House with his Greenville Hotel across the street on the 
northeast corner or1he village square, advertising that he had an 
"abundance of ice for the summer."" 

One welcome by-product of the depression was the emergence 
of Greenville as a summer resort. Traditionally, Jowcountry 
planters left their plantations in the spring to escape the fevers, 
"miasmas," heat, and high humidity, returning after killing 
frost had eliminated the mosquitoes. In past years they had 
travelled to Newport, Saratoga, and other watering places of the 
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American rich. With the collapse of prices of agricultural com• 
modities in the 1820's reducing planter incomes drastically and 
with the growing sectional feeling born of the productive tariffs 
making Eastern resorts less attractive socially, planters 
discovered the "clear skies invigorating air, and mild climate"" 
ofGreenvill'e. 

The Carolina upcountry provided vacation areas relatively 
close to their plantations and required less expenditure of time 
and money - and a more compatable political and social at• 
mosphere - than the traditional resorts. The Mansion House, 
the Greenville Hotel, and other hostelries provided comfortable 
accommodations for many while some of the more afnuent 
built or bought summer homes in the area." Despite the 
political dissention in the state, Nullificationist planters and 
their families came to Greenville, the center of upcountry 
Unionism, in unusually large numbers, making the 1831 

~cason" a social and economic success. Editor Benjamin 
mklin Perry of the Mountaineer wrote in the middle of July: 
' Ourvilla11eisbeginningtoweartheappearanceoflifeandgaiety. 
Three of the largest Hotels io the place are pretty well filled with 
visitors from the lower country. Danciog parties and Balls are be­
coming very frequent." 

The influx of summer visitors continued throughout the sum· 
mer into the fall. Perry urged farmers to bring in butter, eggs, 
and vegetables, promising a good market and good prices due to 
the large number of tourists.n In mid-September Perry noted: 

Our Village is asilin crowded with strangers and visitors from the 
lower co11ntry. There is, perhaps, at this time, as much company in 
GreenvilleasweeverhadbeforedurinRoneseasoo. Theinflux,too, 
iJ still going on, and carriages are, every day, returniog from the 
moutaios." 
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These summer \lisitors enjoyed a leisurely life: parties, balls, 
picnics, militia drill, walks (particularly among the rocks at 
Reedy River falls), carriage rides, and visiting. Probably the 
greatest of these was \lisiting. Planters exchanged ideas on plan• 
tation operations and politics; young people searched for (and 
some found) future mates, and older people and kin renewed 
friendships. In addition there were events to break the leisurely 
routine. In 1831, at least one animal show and two circuses 
came to the lot on ''A"enue Street'''" for a few days. Foruam• 
pie, an animal show in Greenville July 2 through 5 featured 
"Tippo Sultan," an elephant which did tricks, and "Dandy 
Jack,'' a bare-backed rider who performed on a Shetland pony. 
A band consisting of a Kent-bugle, a French horn, a violin, and 
Jewish cymbols provided music. The animal collection included 
a tiger, a camel, a cougar, a panther, a prairie wolf, monkeys, 
and something billed as an "ichneumon of Egypt." For fifty 
cents (children, twenty-five), Greenvillians and the summer 
\lisitors could \liew the "spec1acular" which provided "seats for 
the ladies."" 

The biggest e\lent of the summer season of 1831 was the 
celebration of the Fourth of July." In May a meeting at the 
court house de\leloped general plans and chose Perry Emory 
Duncan, Elias D. Earle, and George F. Townes as the Commit• 
tee on Local Arrangements. ll The Committee organized quite a 
celebration. 

Thirteen rounds of artillery fire greeted the dawn of July 4 
and aroused the citizens to gather and celebrate the great day, 
At ele\len o'clock, three uniformed militia companies, the 
Greenville Blues, Captain Brown's Rine Corps, and Captain 
Cobb's Company, marched to the court house square where 
Parade Marshall, Colonel Thomas P .. Brockman, assisted by 
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IO PROCEEDINGS AND PAPERS OF THE 

Colonels Barron and Greene and Major Goodlett,•• formed the 
procession. The parade proceeded to the Baptist Church where 
the Reverend Mr. Folkes offered prayer, William J. Gantt read 
the Declaration of Independence, and Benjamin F. Perry 
delivered the oration." 

At three o'clock, forty persons gathered at the Mansion 
House for "a most sumptious dinner" prepared by John Crit­
tenden. As was the custom, elaborate toasts followed the din­
ner. First, the gathered elite of the community and summer 
guests drank thirteen "regular" toasts. These were conventional 
patriotic toasts ranging from "The Day We Celebrate" through 
"The Union" to "South Carolina." These were followed by the 
"volunteer" toasts - and the celebration became somewhat 
disorderly as thirty times the diners drank a volunteer toast 
which were "a good deal spiced with party feelings all being on 
one side or the other." As Unionist challenged Nullifier, the 
patriotic dinner threatened to become a political brawl. This 
was for~talled when E. M. Shingler of Charleston, a political 
moderate, broke the rising tension by proposing: "The Young 
Ladies of Greenville - The fairest of the fair - rich in every 
grace that can adorn the character of woman." Taking their cue 
from Shingler, Captain Tully Bolling and William Goldsmith 
quickly proposed similarly neutral toasts. The tension eased and 
the dinner ended amicably." 

The final event of the July 4 celebration was the "National 
Anniversary Ball" held the following evening at the Mansion 
House. With the ballroom "overflowing with beauty and 
fashion," the ladies and gentlement forgot politics danced the 
eveningaway.n 

So passed the summer season of 1831. The summer visitors 
brought lively activity and provided a rather glamorous break in 

~..,.p,por ••eoun,s<>f1he period rarely included lim umes of commissioned o=ro or 
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the routines of' upcountry small town living. Merchants, keepers 
of hostelries and livery stables, and farmers who supplied 
vegetables and other foodstuffs found the hard times cased by 
the innux of money spent by the tourists. 

But the ''summer resort'' was only one facet of life in Green­
ville. Another was its function as a coun house town. In all 
seasons, the court house square, 20S feel on each side, was the 
center of much of the town's business, much of its activity, and 
many of the periodic breaks in the routine of small-town living. 
Two periodic events at the 1823-built courthouse on the eastern 
edge of the square brought persons of means, outlying farmers, 
and the curious to town: "Sale Day" and "Court Week." 

On "Sale Day," the first Monday in each month, Sheriff 
John McDaniel sold from the steps of the courthouse real estate 
and chattels ordered to be sold for taxes, to settle estates, or as 
the result of lawsuits. Most of the as.sets sold by the Sheriff seem 
to have resulted from foreclosure proceedings as extended hard 
times made it difficult for debtors to pay off their mortgages 
and notes as they came due. For example, at the June Sale Day 
three lots of Negroes, two horses, three plots of land, tools, 
houses, and crops in the field were for sale." People who had 
come into town for the Sheriff's sale spent the rest of the day 
trading at the local stores, visiting, and trading goods which 
they had brought along. Meetings of commissions, political 
meetings, and such were almost standard on Sale Day. 

"Court Weck" also brought people to the coun house 
town." When the Court of Common Picas and the Coun of 
General Sessions convened in October, Judge Bayliss John 
Earle presided for three days and Judge Belton O'Neall presided 
three days.'° Both courts had Iona dockets. Criminal cases in­
cluded two capital cases (one acquitted, one convicted with 
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" 
recommendation for mercy), fifteen assaults and batteries, and 
1wo larcenies." Such cases drew many observers while the 
visitina judaes and lawyers livened activity at the hotels. As on 
Sale Day, citizens drawn to "Court Week" were busy also with 
other thinas: political panisa.ns met and planned, busin~s men 
and lawyers arranged deals, and many enjoyed the social events 
that the presence or visitors generated. During Court Weck in 
October, a cricus performing at the Avenue Street sh.owgrounds 
competed with the court as the major attraction. 41 

To aid Grcenvillians in th.cir lcaal affairs, a small but 
distinauished local bar or five or six. attorneys resided in the 
villaac. Other local lawyers had moved from the Greenville bar 
to hi&h appointments. Judge John Belton O'Neall, Richard 
Gann, and Bayliss John Earle had been local attorneys before 
being elected judges. Waddy Thompson had begun his practice 
in Pickensville and Greenville before becoming solicitor. 
Willi;un J. Gantt was also from the local bar. William Choice 
was the leading attorney in 1831 and, in the week following the 
Oaobi:r Courl Week, he and David L. Wardlaw of AbbeviUe 
announced their "co-partnershi'P for the practice of law."•' 
Franklin H. Elmore was chairman of the Greenville bar in 1831 
and Augus Patterson, Benjamin Franklin Perry, Elias D. Earle, 
and youna Samuel A. Townes were practicing attorneys." 

Local politics centered around the courthouse. When John 
H. Goodlett, Jong-time Clerk of Court:• died in the summer of 
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1~31, this desireable position attracted a strong group of can• 
d1da1es: Colonel J. T. Liaon, Captain W. E. Wickliffe and the 
current sheriff, General John McDaniel_.' McDaniel had a 
strong following and defeated the other candidates by a combin­
ed vote of better than two to one. To replace McDaniel as 
sheriff one Blassingame defealcd one Crowder by about the 
same margin.•• Early in February, 1832, 1he Justic~ of 1he 
Peace and Justices of the Quorum selected for Gr«nvil!c 
District by the General Assembly of 1831 were announced. The 
Justices of the Peace chosen were Thomas Taylor, Isaiah Co.-.:, 
H. Huff, Paschal Smithson, Joseph Barrett, Thomas Goldsmith 
(in the place of W. I. Austin}, Jesse Moore (in 1heplaeeof John 
Townshend who was promoted to Justice of Quorum), and 
Alex Thompson (in the place of James Alexander). The Justices 
of the Quorum elected were: John H. Harrison, Robert Nelson, 
Richard Thruston, Aaron Springfield (in the place of Joseph 
Otis), Josiah Kilgore (in the place of M. McCreary, who re• 
signed), John Townsend (in the place of George Bain, who 
refused to qua lily), and Lewis H. Shumale(in the pJa« of John 
C. Sullivan, who refused 10 qualify).'' 

Public weJrare programs in 1he Greenville District of 1831 
were limited to the operation of 1he "Poor House" under the 
Commission of the Poor with J. W. Hansell as clerk and 
treasurer. The Commission met at the courthouse or the Poor 
House, selected the resident Steward and supervised his opera­
tion of the facility. ie The poor tax yielded $507 .37 for the year" 
but the Commission had 10 authorize spending from its reserve 
fund when expenses ran 10 $730.31.11 However, this cost was 
less than a nickel per capita 10 the District and sttms 10 have 
created no popular concern. 
~ village militia company, 1he Greenvilk Blues," as-
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.. 
semblcd monthly at the court house on Saturday morning for 
drill and inspection. At these drills each man was required 10 
have six cartridges and his arms in good condition." No doubt 
these drills provided a local spectacle. The annual regimental in­
spection and review was hdd the ran at the regimented muster 
ground." 

Wagoneers and drovers came through Greenville in increasing 
numbers in the (jrsi half of the nineteenth ccn1ury. Wagoncers 
brou1h1 in craftwork and produce from the mountains down 
Rutherford and Buncombe roads. Some sold their goods in the 
village; most rested themselves and their draft animals before 
goina on to Augusta or Columbia. Drovers passed through the 
District with their horses, mules, cattle, and hogs from Ken• 
1ucky, Tennessee, or North Carolina on the way to markets in 
the plantation belt." 

The number of drovers and animals passing through in 18)1 
ca11Jse<l Editor Perry to comment: 

Thneh.l$ been a great numberor~drivm 1hrough this platt 
dl.lrin11M pl't.,-ent seasoo. Wt. unduuand Iha! on ont. d•y IMl't. wt.re 
1wd~ lmndrt.d hn.d of hofses and mult.l' io lht. Villagt.. from 
Kt.n1ucky aod Tenoeua. How such V&$1 oumbt.n can be disposed of 
in1hisSta1e,duringtheprt.stn1 hard limt.3, ls10 us Incredible." 

Droving was a summer and fall activity when there was plenty 
of forage available for the animals. On reaching Greenville, 1he 
drovers penned their animals in the cattle pens for hire in the 
Cripple Creek area, and, after weeks on the drive down the 
mountains, rested and took advantage of the local hospitality. 
These "mountain men" added another colorful dimension to 
the town~ople, farmers, slaves, and summer visitors mingling: 
on the court house square. 

The trading "metropolis" of Greenville, though small, 
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offered a dlversily of eslablishments to the would-be trader. 
According to a contemporary writer: 

Thi5 place contains .. , 9 muchanu, 6 11vrrnkeei,ers, J7 
meehanin .... 9s1ore.1, 6fimratepu.blicbou~ ... )1ailou' 
shopS, 3 milliners· shops, 4 blacksmith,, l c.tia,e makint Qllb­
lishmenu, 2 lanyards, 2 crist mills, I ~"' mill, J $ilve1 1mt1b, I eab­
ine, maker's shop, I $hoe maker's shop, l 1in,mi1h1. a.nd I printing 
OffKe." 

These businesses tended to change as the economy modified 
in 1831. T. B. and R. W. Alston dissolved their partnership late 
in the year but the following week M. F. and J.M. Lewis open­
ed as Lewis and Lewis. The new firm offered dry goods, hard­
ware, tack, alassware, hats, shoes, and bonnets at "most 
reasonable terms for cash" while credit could be arranged." A 
"beef market,'' the only one in the village, opened in July offer­
ing beef quarters a1 21/a to 3½ cents a pound while retail cuts 
sold from I to Scents a pound.'" Othermerchan1s adveniscdar­
rival of new aoods. For examples, in January Joseph Hadden 
announced 1he arrival of "garden seeds" from London and 
John Criucndcn advertised the arrival of 1200 pairs of shoes 
from Boston."' Joseph Murphy, "Taylor," moved his shop to 
Main Street opposite the post office and advertised for two ap­
prentices co learn the trade," while his competitor, George 
Boyle, sought journeymen tailors. u Joseph Powell, saddler, of­
fered stock saddles but also made saddles to 1he customers' 
specifications ... William McGregor at his shop on Buncombe 
Street made, repaired, trimmed, and painted carriaaes, gigs, 
and sulkies while a competitor, Whitman and Dyet, did both 
carriage and cabinet work." Brokers advertised for aold horn 
miners." One ae1s the impression 1ha1 winter and summer, I here 
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.. 
was a hulthy bustle of business in (he village. 

Much of the lra<lc in the village depended on the prosperity of 
the farmers in District. In 1831, spring came late with frosts on 
May 26, interfering with the farm work and making for a late 
planting." TJlcn came heavy spring rains, nooding the bottom 
land along Saluda River and damaging the corn crops there ... 
However, the rest of the season was "salubrious" and the 
District produced bumper crops of corn, wheat, and the by­
product hogs - the major agricultural commodities of the 
area. The 1,1pheat crop was such that in mid-August E. Alexander 
announced lhal he had so much wheat at his mill that he could 
accept no more until he had process~ 1hc supply already on 
hand." This shorlagc of markc1ing facililics for wheat con­
tinued un1il T. H. Keeler opened his new nour mill on Enorec 
River a month later." Despite the losses in 1he bottom land 
alon11 the Saluda River, the total corn crop of the district was 
"very plentiful." However, the large crops depressed the prices 
of wheat, corn, and bacon, making for continued hard times 
among the farmers." 

For the some 600 persons who called Greenville Court House 
home, eYtnts that were pan of small-town day-to-day living 
went on despite summer visitors, Sale Days, drovers, balls, and 
ci1c,ucs - some imponant, some unimportan1, and some 
rcftcc1ing the weaknesses and s1rengths or 1he human condi1K>n. 
One citizen advertised that since his wife "has Ide my bed and 
board wichoutjust cause'' he would pay no debts made by her." 
Both Georse Tankersley, Jr., and Sparcan G. Goodlett "got 
taken" in horse trades and each publicly declared he would not 
pay the notes 11iven in the trade because of unsound animals." 
Stray animals were lost and found." Slaves ran away and 
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owners sought their return, sometimes offering rewards." 
Slaves were sold lo 1eettle the estates of John Westfield and 
Samuel Crayton.a As the year drew to an end Elias D. Earle 
and John F. Thompson, a Golden Grove planter, each sought 
to rent slave field hands for 1832 to supplement their own 
labor." Land was sold: some to settle estates, other plots for 
reasons unknown.'' 

Fires were rather frequent in the nearly all-wood village. For 
e:,,;ample, in one week in December, Bradley's Grist Mill and 
Tanyard and Whitman and Dyet's carriage and cabinet works 
both burned to lhe ground. On the night the carriage works 
burned, Greenville had an ice storm. If the neighboring 
buildings had not been covered with ice, they could not have 
been saved and the village would have suffered a disaster.,. 

Despite the fact that Greenville boasted of its healthy climate 
and the long-life of its citizens, the village had si~ physicians in 
residence in 1831: the two brothers, Thomas C. and William 
Lawrence Manning Austin; Osmyn B. Irvin; Robinson M. Earle 
who was destined to be murdered by William Lowndes Yancey 
in 1838, and William Robinson.•• One of these, Dr. William 
Robinson, lefl the vi!lage in November for his plantation on 
Buncombe Road where he continued to practice." Dr. Osmyn 
B. Irvin suffered from a "weak constitution" and limited his 
practice. He soon retired from practice and spent his winters in 
Florida." However, the arrival of Dr. Richard Harrison and 
Dr. Andrew Berry Crook filled the gap caused by the 
withdrawal of physicians Robinson and Irvin from village prac­
tice. 11 Dr. Crook opened his office "opposite the Mansion 
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" 
House" and became 1he ~I-known or Greenville's early physi­
cians, prominent in the social, professional, and political life of 
thecity. 1• 

With their health under the care of able physi!;ians, citiuns 
were concerned with other things affecting their day-to-day liv­
ing. One of these was the mail service. When 1831 began with 
cold weather and a seven-inch snow, no mail at all arrived in the 
village for a week and the service did not improve much later. 
Perry noted in the Mountaineer: "Mail arrangements at this 
place arc very objec1ionable. " 1

• 

Five staac coach lines regularly provided Greenville contacts 
with the outside world. transponing both mail and passengers 
on schedules specified in their mail contracts with the Pos1 Of­
fice Department. The "Salem Staae.'' belween Salem and 
Rutherfordton and Greenville was pan of the overland route 
between New York and New Orleans. Operated by Samuel Tate 
and Edwin Poor, it had good, four-horse coaches on a twice-a­
week schedule, usually arriving with five or si:-. passengers but 
little local mail. In contrast, the ''Buncombe Stage" provided 
on~-a-w~k service between Ashevi!le and Greenville using a 
poor two-horse coach. The "Lincolnton Stage" via Spartan­
bura brought lillle mail and few passenaers. The "Augusta 
State" via Abbeville, opera1ed by Daniel R. Townes, ran four 
times a week, made the trip in three and a half days (fare. 
SI0.00, one way), and was "well-conducted." The "Columbia 
Staae" was part of the Charleston-Columbia-Greenville­
Asheville service under a contract with John McLean. The 
"Columbia Staae" operated twice a week into Greenville with a 
poor, two-horse coach. This stage was the major source of mail 
into Greenville from the regional distribution post office at 
Charleston and from Columbia. Local citizens complained that 
it was "never on time." Instead of arriving at 9:00 p.m., two 
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days out or Columbia, it "usually was two to three hours late; 
the mail would not be opened until the next day'' - the third 
day out of Columbia. Postmaster William E. Wickliffe could 
only forward citizens complaints. Despite editorials, letters of 
complaint, and suggestions (Perry wanted relief horses in 
Laurens to speed the last leg of the run) the mail service from 
Columbia did not improve in 1831." 

Like lhe mail service, education of the youns in lhe villagt" 
was of popular concern - and local populace could do 
something about it. While there was at least one private school 
in the village, local pride and interest centered on lhe 1wo 
academies operating in their brick buildings on what is now 
Heritage Green." Built with money raised by local subscription 
on land given the trustees by Yardry McBee, both lhe Boys 
Academy and the Female Academy for a decade had graduated 
future leaders for the village and District. In 1831 the Mak 
Academy had a new faculty wilh William Lowry as principal 
and a "Mr. Prclany" his assistant." These schoolmaster had a 
good session in 1831 with the public ellamination of pupils 
bringing the school year to a close on November 24." 

The ''Female Branch'' begain its 1831 term on January9with 
the Reverend and Mrs. Hale returning as faculty - and with 
the same tuition as the year before. The youns ladies enjoyed a 
summer break between the summer public examination on 
August 9 and the resumption of the session on August 2). Dur­
ing the break Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Waddy 
Thompson, announced Lhat the principalship would be open on 
January I. This implied discharging of the Halts roused a storm 
of protest as they were popular with the school's patrons. Chair­
man Thompson quickly pointed out 1hat, by their rules, the 
trustees regularly elected che principal on the first of each year 
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whether there was to be a chance or not. After letting ti~ 
"Hale•Affair" bubble for about a month, the trustees re• 
elected the Haks and issued a statement urging continued sup• 
porl of the FemaleAcademy.• 1The voice of the people had been 
heard! 

Like education. religion was a concern of che inhabitants with 
Baptist, Methodist, and Episcopalian congregations active.•• In 
late summer, a Baptist•Mechodisr union camp-meeting stirred 
the unchurched and set ofr a seriu of revival meetings in the 
churches of both village and district. This ''revivalism'' resulted 
n01 only in 1he sueng1hening of 1he churches but also the 
Ofganization of the Greenville Sunday School Society and the 
Greenville Temperance Society the following winter. Non• 
church member Perry commemcd: "religious excitemenl never 
prevailed before \O so great an extent in this district.""' 

Such was the Greenville of 18)1 when the General Assembly 
of Sou1h Carolina incorporated the village into a "body poli1ic 
and co,pora1e. "'' With the concerns that Nullilica1ion might 
demoralize the stale government and that the growing number 
of summer visitors demanded beuer public health, police, and 
lire protea ion than the village could provide under existing law, 
"sundry cilitcns of Village of Greenville" petitioned the 
General Ammbly for full incorporation with an intcndent 
(m;iyo,) and council with broad power.♦' Representative Wilson 
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Cobb and Senator Banister Stone, both from Green11ille 
District, submitted the petition to their respecti11e houses on 
December 2 and the legislature ratified the act on December 17, 
IB)J.H The local newspaper showed no great excitement 011er 
the incorporation of the 11illage. On December 24 the paper 
noted: "We learn that this 11illage has been incorporated, gi11ing 
it the right of electing an Intendant and Wardens, wilh the 
power of making by-Jaws to regula1e the Incorporation."" But 
there was neither editorial commen1 nor e11aluation. Nothing 
further about the new status of the 11illage appeared until 
February 4, 1832, when the Ji1oun/aineer published the Act of 
Incorporation in full and commented: "The Intendant and 
(four) Wardens appointed in conformity to the Acl many now 
enter into the duties of their office.'' No names were published 
and the "body politic and corporate" that incorporation 
created was mentioned in the paper only once in the next few 
months.• 00 

The one mention of the incorporation of the 11illage came in 
late February. Perry, with a burst of ci11ic pride and an eye on 
enticing low countrymen to summer in the "Mountain City," 
published a multi-column editorial describing Green11ille, its 
scenery and climate, the healthfulness of its people, the ex­
cellent accommodations of its hotels, the promise of develop­
ment and government in Chamber-of-Commerce-type promo­
tional language. He closed with: "It is incorporated."' 0

' 

By this sentence Perry assured his readers that another facet 
had been added to the quality of life in Grecn11ille: municipal 
ser11ices. Despite depression, political stress, and international 
uphea11als in Europe, Green11ille of 1831 had not only sur11i11ed 
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but had developed. If earlier summer seasons had been good, 
now the new municipality could provide a night patrol and fire 
watch, a day time police force, a village court, and other mun­
cipal services, giving promise that 1832 would be even more 
glorious than earlier years. 
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A HISTORY OF PARIS MOUNTAIN 

ROBERT C. TUCKER 

Ir the paper I am giving today sounds familiar to you, it seems 
safe to conclude that you arc a member of the Thirty-Nine Club 
and have a very long memory or you have been using the South 
Carolina collection of the Greenville County Library. A little 
over thirty-five year ago, on April 6, 194S, Dr. Joseph' Warren 
White, long time Chief Surgeon of the Shriners' Hospi1al here 
in Greenville, read a paper on Paris Mountain at his summer 
place' on that mountain to the members of the Thirty-Nine 
Club. A copy of the paper is preserved in the Greenville County 
Library and it is well worth rea-ding. In general, I have followed 
the outline of Dr. White's paper, but I have condensed in 
places, revised in others, and attempted, with the kind 
assistance of numerous people. to bring the story up to date. 

Not counting that small portion of the Blue Ridge that 
manages to creep in from North Carolina at the far northern 
end of the county, Paris Mountain - including its extension, 
Piney Mountain, which received a name of its own for some 
reason I am unable to account for - is the most prominent 
geographical feature of Grecn,..ille County. Perhaps it 1akes a 
transplanted lowlander to fully appreciate it. Whether ap­
proaching from north, south, east or west, when Paris Moun­
tain appears on the horizon, I have that happy feeling of being 
almost home, nor far from the foot of our mountain. I enjoy it 
in all its moods and especially like to watch the passing of the 
seasons on its nan ks and summits, from the pale green of spring 
through the deep green of summer and the naming colors of 
autumn to the relative starkness. of winter, which is relieved to a 
considerable extent by the evergreen trees. 

Now let us go back and begin at the beginning, with the 
"birth" of our subject. This means delving into geology but we 
will not delve very deeply. In the first place, to do so would re­
quire devoting a disproportionale amount of time to the subject 
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(although, I for one, would be alad to hear a disquisition on the 
aeology of Paris Mountain in terms the layman can understand) 
but, more importantly, because I am no geoloaisl. However, 
with the help of the dictionary, the encyclopedia, an article in 
the Smithsonian maaatine' - running across it was a case of 
pure serendipity - and two good geologist friends at Furman 
UniversitY,' I believe I can aive an adequate, brief account. Any 
errors must be attributed to me and not my sources. 

Our mountain appeared in the Ordovician period of the 
Paleozoic era. That was between four and five hundred million 
years ago, which makes our mountain seem incredibly old, but 
ii is not nearly as old as some rocks that have been dated in re­
cent years. Invertebrate animals and mosses and marine algae 
already existed and fishes and some vascular plants appeared 
during this period. Give or take a hundred million years does 
not pin down the birthday as closely as I would like but il will 
have to do. 

Many, perhaps most, of you have encountered the term plate 
tectonics. his the concept now generally accepted by geologists 
that the Earth is composed of a rigid, solid outer layer made up 
of lithospheric plates, or rock segments, that extend downward 
to an asthenosphere towards the center of the Earth which is 
molten. The movcmen1 of these plates, which is, to us, infinitely 
slow, resuhs in earthquakes and mountain building and other 
major deformation of the Earth's crust. The lithospheric plate 
of Africa approaching North America resulted in the breaking 
open of the Earth's crust at a weak point chrough which molten 
material, or maama, poured, forming Paris Mountain and its 
extension, Piney Mountain, and also Roper Mountain. l had 
always assumed that Paris Mountain is the tail end of the Blue 
Ridge but, much to my surprise, I was told this is not so. It is a 
monadnock, an erosional remnant composed principally of 
aneiss! that is, aranite and metamorphic rocks. Other, softer 
material around this solidified magma has eroded over the 
aeologic ages so 1ha1 1oday Paris Moun1ain looms above the 
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plateau upon which it stands. It gives the appearance of being a 
solid mass but there arc fissures in the rock through which water 
seeps to form subterranean reservoirs which have been tapped 
by well-diggers at from seventy-five to three hundred or more 
feet. The digger could never be sure at what depth water would 
be reached, if at all. 

As early as 1859, Oscar Lieber in rcponing on his third year 
of the first geological survey of South Carolina noted chat 
graphite "occurs ... but in sufficient quantity for 
production."' A mica mine was worked at one time. Tour­
maline, hornblend, quart:z., and green beryl have been found, 
and even a pocket of aquamarine.' Granite has been quarried in 
the past but I have been unable to determine that any is being 
quarried now. Governor John Drayton noted in his View of 
Sou1h-Carotina, published in 1802, that "A sprina impreinatcd 
with iron and sulphur, proceeds from the eastern side of Paris's 
Mountain."' This is the same spring that gives iu name co lhf 
picnic area in Paris Mountain Stale Park. Drayton also note, 
"Much iron ore is in this mountain, and iu vkinlty. " 
Anyone who has worked the red clay soil hereabouts is aware 
that I his iron ore is still with us but it does not, of course, occur 
in commercial quantities. 

Now let us deal with the location and configuration of the 
mountain. Writers since John Drayton' have almost universally 
stated that it is five miles north of Greenville and I am content 
to use that description. Presumably the point in Greenville from 
which the measurement was taken was the oriainal court house. 
However, the mountain runs north and south some four or five 
miles, so its distance from the cen1er of town depends upon the 
point on the mountain to which one is measuring. If one uses 
the highest point, rive miles is about as close as one can come . 
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The 71/2 minute series of maps prepared by the United States 
Geological Survey shows the location as longitude 82 degrees, 
24 minutes west, and latitude 34 degrees, 57 minutes north.'" 
The plateau upon which the mountain stands is approximately 
1,000 feet above sea level, and its highest point - the steep, 
rocky outcropping so noticeable from United States highway 
276 near the entrance to Furman University - is 2,047 feet." 
The earliest map I have seen of what is now Greenville County 
and as then named Greenville District, was surveyed in 1820, 
improved in 1825, and published that same year in Robert Mills' 
Atlas of the State of South Carolina." Paris Mountain is shown 
and labeled as such but its configuration is far from accurate. 
The map of the county by Paul B. Kyzer published in 1882 
shows little improvement. Paris Mountain is, in fact, somewhat 
triangular in shape, roughly resembling the letter T, with the 
long part running north and south about four miles and the 
cross arm at the north end running cast and west for a slightly 
shorter distance. A road runs the full distance from the south, 
north past the highest point, where it turns west and descends to 
U. S. Highway 276. This is now named Altamont Road. The 
last unpaved stretch of this road was hard-surfaced only shortly 
before I arrived in Greenville in the summer of 1947. Water 
courses on the western side feed into the Reedy River and those 
on the north and cast feed into the Enoree. The most prominent 
man-made structures consist of a cluster of towers, most of 
them for telecommunications, located near the highest point. I 
have counted six, including a fire tower, but would not swear 
there are not more. 

One interesting result of the elevation and configuration of 
Paris Mountain is somewhat surprising. Dr. White kept 
temperature records at his summer place for eighteen con­
secutive months and found that they averaged about three and 
one~half degrees cooler than those at the Weather Bureau in 
downtown Greenville. Despite this, the growing season on the 
mountain begins about one week earlier in the spring and ends 
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about one week later in the fall than it does in town.'' This ap­
parent paradox is accounted for by the fact that cold air tends to 
sink and warm air tends to rise, the result being that killing 
frosts will occur at the base of the mountain and in town while 
plants at higher elevations remain undisturbed. 

Let us return for a few minutes to the numerous streams 
draining the northern and eastern slopes of Paris Mountain, 
which for approximately forty years supplied Greenville with 
water." Prior to 1890, it appears that the inhabitants of the 
town had to depend on wells and springs, but in that year the 
Paris Mountain Water Company was organized and began the 
construction of reservoir number one on Mountain Creek on 
the eastern side of the mountain which, though not in use, is still 
in existence and the dam is in good condition. This imposing 
granite structure may be seen by anyone willing to walk a short 
distance on the hiking trail from Sulphur Springs Picnic Arca in 
Paris Mountain State Park. The largest of the reservoirs con­
structed by the Water Company is at the head of Wood's Creek, 
a branch of Beaverdam Creek, on the northern slope of the 
,mountain, between Piney Spur and Brissey Ridge. This sixteen 
acre sheet of water stands at an elevation of 1177 feet. It is no 
longer needed because of the much newer reservoir west of the 
Poinsett Highway (U.S. 276), just across from the western end 
of Altamont Road where it comes into that highway. However, 
it is kept in a state of readiness in case an cmergeny should arise 
and it is again needed. 

With the establishment of Camp Sevier at the eastern base of 
Paris Mountain after the United States entered World War I, 
the increased demand for water put such a strain on the pri­
vately owned Water Company that it sold its assets to the city in 
1918. The city established what is now the Greenville Water 
System, a forward-looking and well-managed local government 
agency. In 1928, water from Table Rock Reservoir on the South 
Saluda River was brought into the city and other parts of the 
county served by the System. More recently the Poinsett Reser-
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voir on the North Saluda River has come into use and work is 
already underway to bring water from Lake Keowee when the 
growing needs of this area make an increased supply of water 
necessary. 

Much earlieI in this paper I alluded to the fact that digging or 
drilling a well on Paris Mountain was a chancy matter and had 
an inhibiting effect upon its development for residential pur­
poses. Because of this, the Paris Mountain Water and Sewer 
District was established at the southern end of the mountain and 
it signed a contract on May 6, 1963, with the Greenville Water 
System to receive city water. Last year (1979) the District turned 
its assets over to the Greenville Water System and went out of 
existence. This water line extends only as far as the George 
McDougall property on Altamont Road and no move is on foot 
to extend it farther at present. I am told that any idea of install­
ing sewer lines on the mountain proper has been abandoned as 
the project would be entirely too costly. 

Once Table Rock Reservoir water began flowing, most of the 
property it owned on Paris Mountain was no longer needed by 
the Greenville Water System so it deeded it to the State of South 
Carolina, with a reversionary clause, to be used for recreational 
purposes." But, before going into this matter, please permit me 
a short digression. 

Dr. White began his 1945 paper with a statement "that 
Greenville does not appreciate the value of Paris Mountain as a 
recreational and residential asset ... " He cited the principal 
drawbacks as lack of water, inadequate transportation, and in­
adequate property protection. Water can still be a problem in 
places and public transportation does not exist, but fire pro­
te<:tion is available from the three fire districts'~ that surround 
the mountain, and lam confindent that the Sheriff has that area 
patrolled to the extent his budget and personnel permit. 

Doubtless the earliest settlers in this area looked upon any 
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mountain as an obstacle to be avoided or overcome in 1he 
easiest manner possible. How long this altitude lasted I do not 
know. but a native Greenvillian friend has assured me thac, in 
her younger days, when the trolley cars were still running, a con­
siderable number of people availed themselves of lhe amenit~ 
at the southern end of the mountain." 1lle Dukeland lrolk:y 
line u:rminated at a pavilion just beyond 1he pr~nl inlcrseclfOfl 
of U. S. 276 and S. C. 291. Just 10 1he sou1heast of the prcsml 
Peddler Steak House was Dreamland Lake, whtCh during my 
memory was never a lake but was, for a time, a golf driving 
range. If groups on an outing for the day did not care for that 
localion, a short walk to the north would bring them to 
desirable picnicking spots at the base of the mountain. Where 
the Hillandale Golf Club is located, there is today a bronze 
marker stating that this ''was rhe boyhood home of Hugh Smith 
Thompson (1836-1904)·· who was Governor of Sou1h Carolina 
from 1882 to I 886 and who held various other imponant posi­
tions. His father was Henry Tazewell Thompson and his unele, 
Waddy Thompson, Jr .. had a home on 1hc moumain. We will 
hear more of them later. 

Now let us return to Paris Mountain Sme Park. It is located 
only eight miles north of Greenville and consis1s of 1,275 acres, 
of which 500 acres have been developed. Much of !he 
undeveloped acreage is surprisingly rugged. This land was deed­
ed to the state by the Greenville Water Sys1ern in 1930. Ac that 
time the Forestry Commissio11 maintained and operated South 
Carolina's state parks, but the number grew and in 1967 the 
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism was organized. 
The park has b~n opcra1ed l>y that agency since 1h(n. 

Development was begun in the early 1930's with 111( cscablish­
men1 or a Civilian Conscrvalion Corps ramp on the p,opcrty. 
When the work of th.e young men belonging 10 tht Corps was 
completed, the camp was dismantled and moved but park per­
sonnel can show you the foundations of the buildings that ac­
commodated them. Camp Buckhorn, at Buckhorn Lake, was 
started about 1934. The lodge there was renova1ed, winterized, 
and airconditioned in 1975, and the work of renovating and 
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wintcriz.ing the cabins there was completed in the winter of 
1977-1978. 

It would take too long \0 list all of the facilities of this fine 
park. To name a few, there is a thirteen acre swimming lake 
with a nature trail around it, a hiking trail, picnicking areas. 
fifty camp sites with wa1cr and electric hook-ups in a family 
camping area, and a primitive camping area that may be used 
with the permission of the Superintendent. There were 620,000 
visilors to the Park in 197&-1979. foreign visitors using the 
camping area came from Canada and Mexico. most of western 
Europe, and from as far away as Australia." I think it is ap­
parent from the foregoing that the recreational assests of Paris 
Mountain are no longer being ignored, although it is possible 
too few Greenvillians appreciate its recreational possibilities so 
near at hand. Perhaps the expense and scarcity of &asoline will 
help to rectify this in the future. 

A good deal has been written about the fauna and flora or the 
Carolinas from 1he earlies! times but it is not too surprisin& that 
liulc has been wrinen about Greenville County specifically and 
even less about Paris Mountain in particular. That the area was 
Indian hunting ground is attested by the fact that arrow heads 
have been found there.•• Lar&e animals, such as buffalo, elk. 
deer, and bear must have disappeared long ago, some or them 
probably before the Revolutionary period. The last wild turkey 
was Seen over eighty years ago. Foxes, both red and gray. have 
been sighted, as have raccoons. Smaller game, such as the 
opassum, rabbits, squinels, and chipmunks are plentiful, as arc 
a variety of snakes, includin& ia11\esnakes and copperheads. 
Within the oonfines of the State Park. at least twenty-five 
species of birds have bttn identified. One should remember that 
well over half of Paris Mountain State Park has been left in its 
natural slate so that it is a good place to study both the animal 
and plant life in a relatively undisturbed condition. At least 
seventY·three different trees and shrubs have been identified on 
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the paved road that connects all the developed areas of the 
Park.'• 

Dr. Summer Ives, Professor of Biology at Furman Univer• 
sity, did an extensive study of the vascular plants of Greenville 
County a number of years ago and in the early 1960's, Dr. C. 
Leland Rodgers, currently ProfcsSOJ of Biology at Furman 
Univenity, published further work on the flora ofche county." 
The most noticeable plants are those that are typical ofche area, 
with conifers and hardwoods predominating. The chestnut was 
killed by a blight many years aao but some of us continue to 
hope that the few remainina sprouts that put out from time to 
time will eventually develop a resistance that will enable that 
majestic tree to, once more, become a standard part of our 
forests. Dogwood flourishes as do rhododendron and mountain 
laurel, especially at the higher elevations. 

We should not leave this subject without mentioning Green­
ville's own yellow honeysuckle, or woodbine, which was first 
observed on a southern exposure on Paris Mountain by Gover­
nor John Drayton and described by him in 1798. II has been 
given the botanical name or Lonkeru /JaWJ Sims and was later 
found to arow in North Carolina and Georgia and as far west as 
Oklahoma and Missouri. 11 This plant has been adopted as its 
emblem by the Greenville Natural History Association. 

So much has been written on the history of Greenville that we 
need deal with it only brieny here. Originally it was an undif• 
ferentiated part of the colony of Carolina and when a rudimen­
tary form of government did anivc, what is now Greenville 
County was a part of Nincty•Si:t District but lay west of what 
was known as the Indian boundary, that is, territory in which 
whites were not supposed 10 stttle. In Robert Mills' Statisticr' 
he lisles twenty-seven tribes of Cherokees and wri1cs thac "This 
formidable nation occupied lhe lands now included by 
Pendleton and Greenville disiricts .... " It appears, however, 
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that their towns, certainly their principal towns, lay west and 
north of the present Greenville. It was not until 1777 that the In­
dians were forced to cede this land to South Carolina, in 1784 it 
was opened to white settlement, and in 1786 the General 
Assembly established Greenville District (now County).,. 

Despite the fact that this territory lay beyond the Indian 
boundary, Richard Pearis (for whom the mountains was nam­
ed, although the "e" in his name did not carry over into the 
name of the mountain) came from Virginia about 1765 and set­
tled near the falls of the Reedy River, at a location he named 
Great Plains. Here he built a home, offices, a saw and grist mill, 
and planted about one hundred acres in grain and orchards. He 
owned twelve to fourteen Negro slaves, about two hundred 
head of cattle, and between forty .and fifty horses. Although it 
was illegal to do so, he used his great influence with the Indians 
to acquire land that was said to exceed l0,000 acres, including 
Paris Mountain. All of this he Jost with the coming of the 
American Revolution, at which time he sided with the King's 
men and had his property confiscated by the State." Pearis had 
various adventures and endured many hardships during the war, 
but with the signing of the Treaty of Paris he moved to the 
Bahamas to become a pensioner of the British crown and there 
he died about 1804. 

Having dealt briefly with the man whose name was given to 
Paris Mountain, we will now skip a number of years to consider 
its most distinguished resident. Waddy Thompson, Jr., son of 
the man who was Chancellor of the South Carolina Court of 
Equity for twenty-three years, lived from 1798 to 1868.1

' 

Graduated from South Carolina College (now the University of 
South Carolina) in 1814 at the age of sixteen, he studied Jaw and 
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practiced i11 Edgefield for five years before moving to Green• 
ville. He served in the General Assembly from 1826 to 1830 
where he was an arden1 nullirier. From 1835 to 1841, he served 
as a Whig in the United States Congress and won reelection in 
I 838 despite the opposition of John Caldwdl Calhoun. Presi• 
deni John Tyler appointed him Minister 10 Mexico, a position 
he filled with distinction from 1842 to 1844. (It is interesting to 
note 1hat the United States' first mini~er to Mexico was also a 
South Carolinian who had Greenville connections; Jod Roberts 
Poinseu served in that posittOn from 1825 10 1829). During his 
service in this position, Thompson became a hiend o( Mexico. 
He did not re-enter politics upon returning home because heop• 
posed the war with Mexico and secession, but resumed his legal 
practice, which was quite successful, and accumulated a small 
fortune in South Carolina and Florida real estate. His residence 
in Greenville was located on what later became known as Boyce 
Lawn when it was owned by James Pettigru Boyce, located bet· 
ween the present East North and East Washington streets, in the 
general area of the Fourth Presby1erian Church. 

Thompson's connection wi1h Paris Mountain came soon 
after 1852 when he purchased a large acreage and built a home 
on the ridge of the mountain 1owards its southern end. It was ··a 
lullurious house equipped with almos( every known convenience 
and filled with books, paintings, and curios,"l> many o( them 
collected in Mexico. Vistas were cut through the forest in order 
to get 1he view in every direction, and one of these views was 
down the southwestern side of rhe mountain towards his 
brother Henry's place, which, as we have noted, is now the 
Hillandale Golf Club. It is said lhac the two brothers com• 
municated by semaphore signals. Waddy, Jr., entertained 
extensively and George Bancroft, the noted historian, visited 
frequently to consult his library. 

Thompson lost his fortune as a result of 1he Civil War and 
moved to Florida, where he still owned land, in early 1867. He 
died in Tallahassee in 1868 and is buried there. 

On February 21, 1980, Mr. Alestcr Garden Furman, Jr., was 
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kind enough to point out to me various landmarks on Paris 
Mountain, an area he has known well since the early part of this 
century. His father, the elder Alester Garden Furman, had a 
summer home on almost the exact spot where the Thompson 
residence was located and his son, Alester G. Furman, Ill, has a 
beautiful new home nearby, with magnificent views in every 
direction. I was pleased to see that the original chimney and 
fireplace of the Waddy Thompson, Jr., home have been 
repaired and preserved. 

As he drove along, Mr. Furman pointed out traces, or the re­
mains, of old roads, for the present roads on and across Paris 
Mountain do not always follow the routes of the old roads. 
Whether an easier gradient was obtained by the rerouting was 
not apparent to me. Perhaps my deduction is incorrect, but as 
nearly as I could determine, the Thompson home stood between 
Chestnut Ridge and Altamont Road, near the point where the 
former rejoins the latter, going north, that is, up the mountain. 

At this point I want to introduce the Paris Mountain Land 
Company, which was chartered by the South Carolina Secretary 
of State on November 19, 1896, and capitalized at $10,000.00 
for the purpose of engaging in the business of general real 
estate.1

' Alester G. Furman, the elder, was Treasurer and 
General Manager.n On December 21, 1896, the Company pur­
chased 1,000 acres, which included the former Thompson pro­
perty, from Emily M. McCormick. The deed is recorded in the 
Greenville County Register of Mesne Conveyance Deed Book 
MMM, pages 6-9, and the original plat of the property, 
surveyed in July, 1897, is at page 902 of the same book. This 
plat is in very poor condition. A portion of the plat may be 
found in Plat Book 0, at page 71. Thompson Avenue, which I 
take to be the present Chestnut Ridge, is shown, as is 
Trowbridge Avenue, which I assume later became a part of 
Altamont Drive. North of the convergence of those two is a 
double dotted line marked as the "present road to Hotel 
Altamont." We will touch on the hotel shortly. The Land Com-
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pany began to sell lots for summer homes and there was area! 
boom in sales in the 1920's, at the end of World War I. 

Another dwelling that deserves attention was built in !902 
near the southern end of Paris Mountain by Louis M. Hubbard, 
head of the Music Department of the Greenville Female 
College, which is now consolidated with Furman University. '0 

Hubbard received most of his musical education in Germany, 
where he met and married his wife, who is said to have been a 
baroness. It is also said that her dowery made it possible for Mr. 
Hubbard to bring stone masons from his native state of Indiana 
to build what was known for years as the Hubbard castle in the 
German style from granite quarried in the next valley to the 
north of the house. Here they made their home until the coming 
of anti-German feelings during World War I, at which time the 
Hubbards were forced to leave Greenville and the property 
passed into the possession of a bank. Mr. Henry Stephenson ac­
quired it in 1924, elaborately renovated the so-cal!ed castle, and 
convened the estate into a beautiful dairy and stud establish­
ment. The present owner, Mr. William Stephenson, completed 
renovated the entire building inside and out in the mid-1960's 
and has resided in it since then. 

Now let us go back a bit. On December I, 1883, a number of 
prominent Greenvil\ians got the General Assembly to incor­
porate the Paris Mountain Hotel Company, but it was not until 
the early 1890's that the Altamont Hotel was actually con­
structed at a cost of about $20,{l()).00." It was built on the 
highest peak, consisted of three stories containing twenty-three 
rooms, and had a porch around three sides of the structure on 
each floor. In fact, it had the genera! appearance of many of the 
mountain hotels or inns of those days that attracted so many 
from the heat and mosquitos of the lowlands. 

Mr. John Marchbanks was Dr. White's principal source of in­
formation on the Altamont. From 1894 to 1896 he drove the 
coach and four-mule team that met the train to pick up guests 

"ln[fr.jcw,..Hh Mr. WiU,amSt<ph<n>On,hnuaryl!i. 19!IO.Nan,yVon«.•,,tunoro,"P>ri, 
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and take them on the two-hour trip up to the hotel. At the foot 
of the mountain, Mr. Marchbanks would stop to water his 
mules, at which time he would blow his bugle to notify the hotel 
management how many guests he had collected. 

The hotel did not prosper. Mr. Marchbanks was of the 
opinion that it was not big enough: since all who would like to 
come could not be accommodated, too few came. Dr. White 
believed that an inadequate supply of water was the chief pro­
blem. Whatever the reason, in 1898 it was sold for $5,000.00 to 
N. J. Holmes who used it as a Bible institute until 1918, when it 
was sold again for $5,000.00. In 1920 it burned. Mr. Judd 
Moore has shown me bricks from the hotel that he salvaged to 
make a patio at his place on Lake Circle. But for these few 
bricks, so far as I know, the old Altamont is only a memory. 
almost a forgotten memory, now. 

I have previously mentioned that there was a boom in the sale 
of lots in the 1920's, after the end of World War I, and that 
some time between April, 1945 and June, 1947, the last bit of 
Altamont Road that was unpaved was hardsurfaced. In the 
meantime, a number of summer homes were winterized and 
became permanent homes. Dr. White had surmised that there 
would be another boom in building as soon as building restric­
tions were lifted after cessation of hostilities at the end of World 
War II. He was right, and, of course he had no way of knowing 
that the beautiful new Furman University campus would be 
located just west of Paris Mountain across U.S. 276. I am sure 
this has helped accelerate the amount of building on and around 
the mountain. 

If you will compare the Geological Survey 7½ minute series 
map of Greenville of 1933-1935 previously referred to with the 
15 minute series map prepared in 1957, you will see that many 
more houses appear on the latter, both at the base and on the 
mountain proper. One only has to be observant when driving 
across Altamont Road to know that Paris Mountain has 
become a popular place to live. It has come a long way since it 
was a hunting ground for the Cherokees and I am sure that 
Richard Pearis would be amazed at the changes that have taken 



ptac:c in a little over 200 years on the mountain that bears his 
name." 
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\\ILLI.Ut BATES AND THE BATESVILLE COMMUNITY 

MRS. DAVID WARD 

In r~eru-ching and writing the history of Batesville it is also 
:ie...·-essary to research the history of Pelham for each is entwined 
v..ilh Lhc other and joined by a common industry - te11tiles. 

The 1890 United States Post Office location records of the 
~ailonal Archives describes the location of Batesville as 
:-ollo•••s: "The name of the nearest office to the proposed one, 
on one side is Pelham its distance is one mile in an easterly direc­
tion and the name of the nearest office on the other side is 
\\",a.H,;ers-.ille, its distance is four miles in a westerly direction."' 
T::e number of inhabitants in Batesville was one hundred and 
:-ue:::ny-eight and the proposed post office was to serve an 
o-.-e:-al.] population of three hundred.' Batesville was never in­
::.::?Qrared as a town, therefore precise boundaries were never 
!:"~:ished. Today, it is generally accepted by local residents 
:::.a: Bai.es\ille begins at the cros!Sroads of Pelham Road, South 
~c:.i.na Highway 14, and Bates.ville Road, its outer limits still 
-=-=-=-~-:."led, but merging with the communities of Pelham, Five 
Fo:-h, Pliney, Boiling Springs, and an area once known as 
--.·.:.:ker~•-ille. 

T;-~ Ba:.ewi!le/Pelham area was originally known as Buena 
VX,~ ..::.d a ~forth Carolina grant dated 1753 is the earliest 
-';"'~·.,.:::: c,f the land in the present day town of Pelham. Early 

,.,.._, for the Batesville area date to 1784.l However, it is 
r !<:.:-,~ tram.action of Rev. Thomas Hutchings which is of 

:XIS _,,xmancc to the history of Pelham and the community 
:',46r,:-·,flk.' 

i'..ti. 'Jhr,rna.<, Hutchings had come South in 1816 from 
>·.•..-:;~ h\<Or;d wlth Philip, Lindsey, Wilbur Weaver and others 

1 :. •;,,tt,m mill on the Tyger River in Spartanburg 
HA.ci,Jr,v,i left the Weaver's Mill in 1820 and traveled 

.. 



[,._, Grl--envilk Di~trkt wh~•rl' hl' pur ... ·hascd 1hr~-.:-hun.ir~ :;i,~ 

,._,n lhl' Em,rl'I' Ri,·er. Hl·re he cswblishl-J a sm:i..11 f2.-:: ... ,:-. 
"r,.H~ibly lhl' fiN in Grn•n..-ilk County."' Hi~ 11nan.:iil r~~ 
hl,W<:'\'e'L ft,r.:cd him hl nwrtg.ag.e 1he land 10 one ,:f"Ni;,._~: ;1::.:;. 

the ma.·hinery 10 ;mmht·r, bm br 1821 he haJ rede,m:.~ -:...~ 
ori!,?.inal mongag.es on lhe small mill and huilt a $t\."\,:-:.! ;?..~ 

larger mill nearby. Fire desnoyed lhl' larger of Hm.:hinf$·s : .. .:_,, 
fa.:1orks in IS::!5 and he rebuilt on lhesame si1e. retJ.ini:::Js .:,..,:i,-

1rol for se\'eral years! 

h is believed 1ha1 during the years he was establishing his mill. 
he was also ins1rum<:'mal in establishing a lo.:al ~leth~-..!.k 
Epis.:opal Church for on December 20, IS::!8, he ~TNe t.i.e 
South Carolina Conference of the ~le1hodist Epis.:opal Chw-.:h 
cenif~ing his belief in the docirine and discipline oi the .:hur.::h 
sia1ing tha1 for sixteen years he had endea\'ored 10 prea.:h lho:­
same doctrine to others and also stating, "I expe.:110 continue 
to do the same if you elect me well.". 

Sometime before 1830, Josiah Kilgore and Philip C. L<!Ster 
took over 1he title to Hu1chings's Enoree holdings and the mill 
became known as Lester's Fac1ory.' Hutchings did not lea\'e the 
area but a1temp1ed to establish another mill on Rocky Creel. ad­
jacent to, but south of the land later purchased by William 
Bates.• There are no records of his having been successful 
ahhough iron pins are embedded in rock a1 the shoals of 
Hutchings's land on Rocky Creek. Whether the~ pins are re­
mains of his Rocky Creek mill or whether they are 1he remains 
of a paper mill which Philip C. Lester agreed 10 build in 1853 a1 
the same location is unknown. 10 

Rev. Thomas Hutchings was never again associated wi1h 1he 
textile industry of the Batesville/Pelham area and at the time of 
his death in April 1869, was residing in Savannah, Georgia. He 
was buried in the Old Mount Pleasant Methodis1 Church 

'Ernnl McPha,on Land<r, Jr., Th• ru,M 1"4""'T"' A~,_1,,111,,,. So1,t~ c-.,,. (Balon 
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cemetery in Duncan, S. C., now the Duncan Baptist Church." 

Lester's Factory, also called the Enoree Factory or the Buena 
Vista Factory, remained in joint ownership of Josiah Kilgore 
and Philip C. Lester until destroyed by fire in 1853. Kilgore sold 
his interest in the remaining property to Lester who rebuilt the 
mill taking in his three sons as partners and renaming the 
factory Lester and Sons. Philip Lester died in 1862 and by 1879 
the mill had gone bankrupt." In 1880 Lester's Factory was sold 
to a group of men from New York headed by Arthur Barnwell 
who renamed the mill the Pelham Manufacturing Co." The 
town, still known as Buena Vista was renamed Pelham. The 
Pelham Manufacturing Co. remained in operation until 1935. 
The mill buildings and warehouses subsequently burned in 
1941." 

The early years of textile development in the Pelham area 
were significant to the history of Batesville and the man for 
whom the area was named - William Bates. 

A direct quotation from the book Textile Leaders of The 
South written by Marjorie W. Young is a most appropriate in­
troduction to William Bates: 

At a time when the textile plants of the Palmetto State could 
easily be numbered on the fingers, there came 10 the Greenvi!le 
area a man whose indomitable energy and farsightedness enabled 
hlm to write his name in large character$ upon the pages of the 
textile history of South Carolina. 

William Bates was born in 1800 in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, 
the son of John and Deborah Bates." He began his lifelong 
career in textiles at the age of eight when he was put to work in 
Green's Cotton Factory. Bates worked next for Senator 
De Wolf of Rhode Island and in 1812 was working at Sprague's 
Factory.•• Bates left Rhode Island in 1819 to work at the Tyger 

"H<Jlo,y of Dun<•• Mt1hodtst Chur<~ (Published br Duncan Mcthodi,t Churoh. Duncan. S 
C.1961) 
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River factory of Philip, Lindsey, and Wilbur Weaver. It is 
reported that Bates worked for the Weavers for two years 
without pay." Upon leaving the Weavers in 1821, he went to 
work for Leonard Hill and John Clark, also on the Tyger River 
in Spartanburg District, where he remained until 1824." During 
this time he married Mary Mccarley, daughter of Moses and 
Jean Mccarley of Rutherford County, North Carolina. 

Joining William F. Downs and Hugh Wilson in 1824, Bates 
set up a small factory on Rabun's Creek in Laurens District. 
The enterprise was a disaster and Bates lost his capital invest­
ment of five hundred dollars.,. 

He left Laurens District and went to work as a wage earner 
for Dr. James Bivings' Factory at Lincolnton, North Carolina 
He returned to Spartanburg District in 1827 and signed a three­
year contract with Hill and Clark to oversee their Tyger River 
Factory. Bates was to receive one dollar and fifty cents per day 
plus living quarters and was to be paid at the end of the second 
and third years.'" 

In 1830, Bates purchased at a sheriff's sale John Weaver's 
factory on Thompson's Beaverdam Creek. Weaver had left the 
original group on the Tyger River sometime in 1820 or 1821, 
and securing financial assistance from Josiah Kilgore estab­
lished a new mill. Kilgore forced Weaver into bankruptcy in 
1830." Bates purchased the mill for only one thousand, two 
hundred and thirty-five dollars but, 

belic~ing that the properly if well managed 111111 be wonh a larger 
sum and feeling thai it would bejus1 and proper 1ha1 l the nid 
William Bates should in somedegreeshan:1hebenefi1ofthc:;.aid 
purchase with the family of him whose emerprise and industry the 
said Factory was established" 

Bates deeded half interest in the factory land, machinery and 
implements to Francis Asbury Weaver, John Weaver's son. 
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This partnership proved unsatisfactory, and in 1832 Bates sold 
his remaining interest in the machinery "with liberty to remove 
off the premises when and where he pleases."" 

After leaving the Beaverdam Creek factory, Bates travded to 
Lester's Fi\ctory al Buena Vista on the Enoree River. It has been 
re.ported that Bates entered into partnership with Lester and 
Kilgore in Lester's Factory then later exchanged his interest in 
that factory for a small mill Kilgore owned on Rocky Creek.,. 
However, deeds on record show that the first use of the water 
power on the shoals of Rocky Creek is contained in a deed from 
William Harbin to BJagrove Glenn in 18IO and refers to "the 
grist mill built by said Glenn. " 11 

Prior to 1833 the property changed hands several times when 
the successive owners had financial troubles. 26 The shoals on the 
property were a good source of water power for the developing 
textile industry and in 1833 it was acquired at a sheriff's sale by 
Josiah Kilgore for eight hundred dollars. He immediately sold it 
to William Bates for eight hundred and ten dollars, both deeds 
dated September IO, 1833.2' 

As already noted, Kilgore was known as a financier of textile 
mills and apparently he had conceived a joint venture with Bates 
who was noted for his textile genius, but had no apparent funds. 
Although purchased in 1833, the deed was not recorded until 
1835, which was not uncommon in that period of history when 
deeds were often held by the seller in lieu of a mortgage with ac­
tual delivery of the deed withheld until the purchase price was 
paid. We can only speculate as to whether Kilgore financed the 
development of the Batesville Mill or actually participated in its 
ownership. 

All evidence indicates that Bates constructed the mill in 1833, 
or shortly thereafter, as the deed of 1833 does not state that a 
mill was on the property. Bates moved his machinery from John 
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Weaver's Factory and this new establishment became known as 
Batesville. 

The Batesville Fac1ory was especially significant for ii had tics 
both with the beginning or 1he 1extile indusuy in South Carolina 
and also with 1he bright future that Jay ahead. 11 8a1esvilh: was 
enlarged as the years pas~. and by 1840 the county was pro­
ducing seventy-1wo thousand doltars worth of couon goods, 
principally from that plan 1. Its product was sold throughouc tM 
counlry, being hauled by wagon." 

William Bates was joined by Thomas M. Co:ir. in 1847 and in 
1849 by Henry Pinckney Hammett. Hammen was a local school 
teacher and had married Bates' daughter, Deborah Jane in 
1848. •• The business with Bates as president, Hammett as 
business manager and Cox as a partner is what was then known 
as William Bates and Company prospered. It increased its 
capital from twenty thousand dollars in 1850 10 fifty thousand 
dollars in 1860. No other cotton ractory in South Carolina 
showed such a proponionate increase in capital during the same 
decade." The year 1860 round Greenvilfe County producina 
cotton goods valued al one hundred, eight thousand and 
seventy dollars, still principally from the Batesville Mill." On 
lhe eve of the Civil War, the Batesville Factory was operating 
with twelve hundred spindles, thirty-six looms and seventy 
operators." 

In 1862, William Bates and Company purchased two hundred 
and twenty-five acres of land at Garrison Shoals on the Saluda 
River as a site for another mill. Ba1es was no( 10 Set lhis mill 
built, due to the Civil War and his own death in 1872, Hammell 
later bought out Cox's interest in 1he land and began construc­
tion of a mill in 1874. In 1876 the Piedmont Manu(~uring 
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began operation.•• 
The Batesville Mill and six hundred, sixty-two acres of land 

were sold in 1863 for three hundred, twelve thousand Con­
federate dollars to a group from Charleston, S. C." The mill re• 
mained in operation during the Civil War being commandeered 
by the Confederate Army. The mill was allowed to sell one day's 
output during a week to the civilian population. Presumably 
because of the collapse of the Confederacy, the property even· 
tually came back into Bates' ownership." 

William Bates died March 18, 1872, and Hammett kept 
Batesville Mill operating after his death. According to an 
almanac issued by Joseph Walker of Charleston in 1876, the 

Batesville Manufacturina; Co., Buena Vista, Greenville District, 
South Carolina runs 1,260 spindles, 36 looms and employs 50 
operative;JamesMontgomery.Superintendent.'' 

Batesville Mill was sold on November 1879, to George 
Putnam. The original wooden structure burned in 1881 and 
Putnam rebuilt a one-story brick factory on the same site. 
Putnam's brick factory is still standing. 

The Charleston News and Courier printed the following state• 
ment in 1880: 

The plodders who brought thedevelopment(oftextiles)uptosuch 
.ipoint1h.ititcouldpossiblybeusedasabasicfor.idouble•Quick 
movement after 1800 were such men as William Bates ." 

William Bates was a textile pioneer whose leadership spurred 
the growth and development of the textile industry in the Pied• 
mont region of South Carolina. He has been referred to as ''one 
of the most successful textile manufacturers in the state"" and 
his name is indeed written in large characters upon the pages of 
the textile history of South Carolina. 
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s«t,006 T,u,~m.U<Tr<•>v«••honm.,•t•in1h<R><rnbc<>h•proll,,h•l1bc•h•c•,oO<ll•nof 
•Nfo•d•b<k>nl'•1•o•h<So,i<•y.-.:i•llb<,011'<"f">b•c10,1ll<coll<ct""'ofduu./ll•nrh.,,•u•• 
"'"'"'•·""''""'"'''"'•<<H11P•.,•••d....,..,.,,,.por1of1h<fouo<.,oftll<Son<t7lo,1I,, 
pl'1<«1ins1-1.,.."'°"'hP<""°"·(A.,.....,dM.,chZ1. •'lfil) 

Th< T<tt"'"" thol o1>o ,,,..,...,. o ><P.,ot< ..,,.,. .. 10 b< l,,o- •• 1M .. fOV"'Dl:lS F'VHI) " 
H<>lollld<po,io.,,h,.f•odollll,l11...i-..iDMo1_,,10,11<Soc..1,.Ndn,•yi,o,n11M...,_ 
i,o "'""'"" - •• ,.., .... «I 't)' , ... """'"' op..cier.. N<> ,_...... .... 1,_, •liol< ,u ... o 
:!~!:,;--''""P•-•-ioo•,-Ol,h<lloa,daf'llirKl .. ,.,-.a,oSo<•-6o•Ap'ol 

s..- T. E.Jttw,,, - r;,,,u o/ Offi«. C'm- omen,. in ..-.:oodoo<< •"" 11>< 10110--. 
o<"""-"'•>IYIIK<IN1«100,.,._,1.....,"'-n<hJon1•ow1~f .. ,woyo,0<1.,. A11M-• .. 
_,,int,o Klodd i• ltll Ml<I ......,_ -«r JHt 1M11•f1u, 11>< s«o..cf VkC'-l'r<1.o,,., 
s..,....,,_1,,.,.,n,llaMb<<lc<<od:oo,,,,_,..,,.,..,ob<kldi,olU4,-• .. <Y~ 
......,b,r«f r,ar 1h<r<olkr, ,.,. Pfflllk"' - ~;.,. v;,;,.p,,,.,,.,. ,hair b< ,1,,c.,,, A•Y orrn~ ..,., 
b<1<•<lttl«l0<<1«1..r10 .. cch<,ofro(< A11<a..oo,"'°"'hprior•o1 .. , •••• .r,., ... 1.,;,,,ach 
)'ur. ,11, ,,.,;_ Ulall appoi,u • Noooloorin• Con-ttt of thr« ...,,.,1,c,. Mid <hi Comm,nn 
, .. .rlr<po11101h,111, .. bmh,p,.,th<oM\l•lm«1in11,n••""'"'•1iool<for1Jwofr<c•"•O~••««diti 
1h01 )Hr. Add11io••I noOW\a11on, "''Yb< 111>d< from th• floor by 1M mtmben •• lh< >ooual 
..... 111 •• Balb,n1,halll,,.,,a..,k,o,b,,r•ndin•m1<inunron1tt1cdelwlo••••"d'ytffr<I 
~•llot.,contrn«r,l<c1i<>o,,aod•h<nc...ty~<d,aff1«n,a,aMa.,uffl<ofr>«iffi-ia1<lyupo• 
, .... r<ltttio<l.(A...,oded0<1ob<11J, •Hl) 

S«, ...... v..---.. ,. S-Wat1yofflctb-.•KMI pr_,o, ... upira1;,,,,01, ..... ,., ...... -
...... r... . ..ti-, ... , ..... 1><,...,,to,o .,.,.....,__,0[1h< lloa140,DtrttlOU. St>o-,ld.,.,•K-, 
11ttNifo1h<-•~olf, ... llo .. dol0io,,c,o,,o,""th-1Moffoen .. ...,h •a<-J>l'>olf b< f,I. 
<4't)'_,;n,....,.o(lt,,Pmld< ... 

:x.,;,,,,,.°'"'1:_,.,,,.£_.-n.,,,,.....b<,;oo;.m .. •· .. •La,p:d<a«rlw•"'-t,,,,1>;,,10 
,.. ............ ,a,,u-.A<o ... _...i,,_,~,ob<loddi•••1.,-.-di<mo,,,... • .,, 
_________________ ..., ___ ........ 

_,ur _,,; .. ,...,,..,.,, ••o dFl«"'"·•·lar•• -• b< <lea«I ,o ><••• lo, 1h<« ,,., """'· 
(ll<n<n<k,/0.!obcrll,191lJ 

s..,.,.to.S-tlo/DNNt0<0.n..8ovdofO.,tt1onllt .. ll<co,npot<dof11ocorn«n.1h<pa,t 
Pt«;,,,,nn. th• D,r«toc,•at•LVF, ••d lh< chi.m,n of••• ,raMOn• ,.,......,u,. I, ohall ''"'"a,, .. , 
call of ,he P,«id<nt, el-•• ouch 1inte O< ~ b111M>l<Hk>• "''1 prnmb<. bctpt for tho,.. pow<« and 
pri.,1<1<• .,hk .. are h<m• t,p,a,ly ra<r•«l 10 1h~ totmbcnhip, , ... Board of Oi<«•on <hll ha-, 
fuoand,0111pl .. ,au1horit1,o<oodu<1,heaffai,1of1heS.Xi<1y.E1&htffl<ffli,,o,,of1hcBoardof 
Dom:1ocsatanycallod .. • .. •••• .... <0f1halfcon<1i<ot••<1""rumfor, .. ,u,o..,,.,...,rbu1iti•1< 
(l>.-.c•d«I Mor, .. :Ml, 1"6, Olld Mat< .. 1•, 1911) 

Socr..!.R,SWO,A'-"'l'•R•1•l.,,......,,,of'1lo<Soci<,y1halb,l>dd;••ll<11><ifl1.-•""'• 
-- .. olo><t,,<a,,111<,.oc,1i--plk<K1b<M«fllin<dbytll<lloatdofO. ...... ,. 

s.,,,;,,,,z.,o..-Mttt"'l n.,.,.__ ____ ..,,..,........,...,.ifoclo,t..,,l«o_olof· 

,.,...._,..,""'"""'"'.,1y.,_., w,~, .. -icc<JJ-..-;,......,..,.....,,o,ac•--•Ma•--•- .... ... 
S«1;..,J !'.f>«"'IAWI ...... S,,.,..i....,.,..,-rh<<-dal"'J'_,.,,h<P•«""'"'·-"'~. :.. ..... _ ... ~ .... -................ .,. ___ ___ 

S«i,oo•.o-,.,,...s,.,,...,,.. .. ,,.,.of11><Sot:;,.,y;.,,ucnda0<ca1,nyre1ula,o,,r,eol.r,.«11•1 
•~•hcon!tioutcaq..,,....,10,1h<,.,,,.,..,,_Oflu1ifl<" 

S«riool.Tl,,aoouald\1<10f• .. •Sot:ic1y,hallbcp•y>blc,i<lad•at1e<,<>•1 .. ,f,..,daJofAprNit, --



Semon 2. C/Dssu o/ M,mN,s. Th• clas,-e, of m<mb•,s .. d 1h• du,s for<&<~ •h•II IN: 

Re1ularMembu5hip S lO.OOforoo .. di•idual 
S""•••in1 Mombenhip u• '- • .,._ 
P>tronMomber,hip 50.00lo.r>oiod,.idual 
Lif<M<mbecsh,p(on,1iffl<) 10!'-!XlforanOl<li•;d•al 

Fam~J M<-,bmh,p: On< •t:~:;.~r ;~;;:.:.,•t7,"';jl"°ordin110 cl= 

S0t1ion J, Fam,/)' M,mb,rshil", A m•r,iod couple or two mMIINn of 1h< ...,,, f.,.ilJ who ~., ., 
the<a111<.uldr<>>>h•llb<eJ;Jibl<fo,•f•mil1m<mb<r,h,p,pro.,d,d,how1v,r,thatifoilh<ri,an --- ............. ____________ ......... 
◄ Am,nd,dfobruuy3, i,11) 

S«1ion4.C.,,Mlot,ono/PMb/,at,om.OnecopyofdJSoc,eiyl,11<r,andpublic>1K1n,lh•llb< 
;.,•«I to indi,idual m<mbm, o, on• copy por l•m,ly 111<t11b<nhip, who« ,.,..,,1 du<> ha-,"'°" 
paid.!Am,o«<!Oc:1ob<r2J,l\llJ) 

Soctoon l. Fcrft,tMr,ofM,mb,r,h,p. Mombm v,ho fa,J l<>p>ydu., for.-, 1han ,,.o )'Ur> 111>11 
b< no,,r,,d and lh<n •h•II aul<KJ1alically /o,/cil m<mbmJiip, (Amended Morch 21. Jllfi'I, March 10, 
1966.andJonuaryll,197!11 

S..:t•m 6. Em,nJr,s M,mt,,r,J,,p,, Any po,r,on ,i.<1y-li,.{M) year,of>;t•"ho h""""'n• mcmb<r 
in Jood ,und1n1 <on1inoously for nor 1<»1hu tH (10) ,..., llloll, upor, •ppli<.ali"" IQ the: 
T«a<U<<>,b<de>i1n•1<dby1heBoatdofDM"ec1Qr,as•n<t11<rMu,.,,mb<1.;Ufull•o1in1pci,il<1« _________ ..,_ ... ,.,_,.........., .... ~ 
Fobniaryl,19111) 

S«uon I, Staltd,,.t Ccmmmtts. T1oe>1•ndin1cornmitt«>M<I their J<n<ral du1i.,, func,io.,,>od 
,.,pon,ibibtico,hollb<ufolk,v,,: 

(a) The Mffll.b<rlllip Comm~ttt, "hi<h shall ..,ijc,t now m<rnb<r, and pa, upoo ,vch 
appl,cation, 

(b) ::.!:"''" Commi11lt, w~i<h <holl 1trantt pr<>lllm< for ,.,h al 1he 1'1JUllf 

(<) Publkation, Comm~!«. wfflch ,hall I,,: rcspon11bl< la, pub~>hiq an,d di>tribU1in1 
11MSo<i<1y'spop<u,pr0<«dinp,ar>do1herp,riodical,,(Affl<n<l«I0<1ob<rlJ,l91J) 

s«,iQn 2. Sptt,al Ccmmitttt<. Spttiol <Qmmill«s .... , I,,: appointed by 1h• Pr,sid,n, IQ""" OIII 
•p«:''iproJ«t,orm·,< n<nQ1 ·,h- 1hepwrv·,wof1h<<1>od· .<Qtoffl.llO<S 

S«tion J. M,mi-.. Momb<r, of di ,omn,itttt< ,hall be ai,poin1ed •1 •h• chainncn thor«>f 

~-------------...... ---~­TrU$1<ff of th< Gr...,><11< CQwn1) l~brary, o, ~,'"""'-'""""(Added M>r<h 21. 19'1) 

Th.,. 8y-La,.. m•y •• >111<11d«l ,y • t""'~hi,lh ,01< ofthem•m•onpre><ot at anyrc1ul>t 
::::::.::• pro~id<d 1h>1 th< p<Qpo,.d&nt<ndn,..,t lllall h•., bnn rHdat lh< pccviou, ro1ular 

In Wione,s Whcm,f, wch .. , h<r<untQ<<1 our nam«>t Gr«n.,11<, Sow1h C><Qlin•, tM, i<!h<l'llh 
d1yofApril, lll6l 

'-'OTE:n..1e>1Qf1hc"'By-L1.,sQf1heGrccn,iJJoCQuntyHi,iori<•ISo<.Vly"o,print«labo,,.,,. 
dud,.1llch>J11e,1ppro•«lby1hcSoci<lythroust,0<1ob<rlJ,l9Sl 
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OCTOBER 2:1, 1913 

(Ch.or1crr.crnbomot1hcS0<>9J __ .,. ...... ''NI -- •---
r.crnbomhlp.llddr,s,na«O<...._....,C...... .... --, 

llbbott,Mr.ondMn.Forrr,t,50l llkar.0011td.,2960II 
.....__._1u1...,...n.-,,-
"'1"''"'""· Mr. ud M11. J.E., Jr., Roo,c 12, O,c,tnul lid1<, 29609 
lllfo,d,Dr.andMrs,NcilH.,Jr., 

Mrs.NtilH.,Sr., llliSF-.cldload,Charlolt<>YillO,Virtlnia2290l 
11lli<0n, Mn, H. M, . LIFE MEMBER • .00 c, ... 1 .. d s, ... ,. 29601 
- Mn llolNt,L .... m1owi--.1,_, .. ., -
11,-:ic110n,M1.anclMu.Slu0<1G.,Jr.,l .. r.---- ~-..,,19601 
Appcr,on, Mr. ancl Mr,. G. P., J, .. 17 ......... Dr1•• :i-

•~~:r:~i~
1
ai:~~~•L:fE ~:::~/"it·s:=.: = 29001 

---L•,F 1•U,._!ioota..l'IIM" "'"-II, ____ I, 14(, ... _.,. __ 

"Mbury, M" A. D. • LIFE MEMBER· Lc,.i, Vina10 llp11., 29001 

=:i!r·;.:!.M:.-- ~- f~lti!!'t,c= l.aM, 2\lWI 

Bailcy,Mr,.8rooclos,Bo•2292,29(,(12 
Balltn1or,Cbarlc,P.,Jr.,P.O.Boxl27,29602 
Bark,dalc,Mrs.1.s.,,10Cresccn,11vcnoc,29601 
BarhJ!<,Mr.andM«.Donald, l8JCllap111anlood,2960I 
Barn«,A.D.,llGMountViS1allvcnoc,2960S 

'Barnc,,Mn.Frank,Jo:.tJarn .. S,re<t,1960J 
•Barnes. Mr. Md Mrs, lor.O}'flOII, - LIFE MEMBERs-,12 Crcsccn, AYHU<, 29601 

=-;..':,.':'d~s.i:-M~-~~=i:R~:e::,, .......... 29001 
•Bcattic,Mr,.F.F.,,llEas1WasllinllOnSlrcc1,19601 
Elcau,c, Mr. and Mn. Samuel M. - LIFE MEMBERS - lO Woodland Way, 2,601 

•=•~~:"!!1~nw:11~m ~i~ !t~.=e!~' =1>,><1 Way Circlo, 2'601 

Ber1roo, Mr. and Mrs. Da•.:t E., Jr., - SUST-'lNlNG MEMBERS· tlO Eu Faris Road, ?960S 
C.lhoun,O.G.,P.O.BoxlOtl,29602 
Campbell, M,. Mary Schuyl<r, OJ Belmont -'Y<nuc, AIII VISI•, 2Hi01 
C.rpen<er, Mr. and Mrs. licllard H., IOl l,,.t ... ood Way, NU 
CarJ)CIIICr, Mr. and Mrs. Wilijarr, L. • SUSTAlNlNG MEMBERS. 227 Sc'ffl 0.ks Dri•c, l'/60~ 
CubwcD,Mr>.lt.L.,216fairvitwAY<nuc,l9601 
C...._Mr _...., l D Jor...,-...._..._., -
0...,Do •-•-.Routc•.Bo•lll,TravclorsRc,t,2-J 
a,.,,..,, ..... -.._t11,IOSEas1Nor1hStrt<1.29lltll 
C-....,.., _....__C' lr,llr•"'4~it-orJ,2960\l 
Oort, Mr. and MH. ,...,,.,, P. o. Bo, ~ll, 291',(M 
a.,...DrJa..--1•5'.-.-Un:to. ... ,_ 
c- -- _ .... ~-*--~- -
Co<hran, Mr. and MH. J. M., Jr., l(I D01wood Lano, ~7 
C-.Mr _,Mn ............ ,L_,.._,l._ 
c.a.,Dr On$ •L-a'flll•C-.MIJ 
CoJyo,,Cl,a,lesH.,IOll-/.-l'Wlltlofoot1IIO'f 
c.»idross, Mr. and Mrs.~ II_...,..°"""" •IS c.,-,,._ .... .___,.0_1 __ 
c..--,s..}1,•at .... ,._ -
Cox,PaulV<tnon•LIFEMEMBEl 

uu.,.....,_Orllr .,...w..,_,.....,_~ 
"Ciiool.,. _,..,.K.1-,11 11-......ic-•~ _, 
-C.W,,,.M1.andMr1.M.8olbwdl,H7CollinsCr,ekload,19607 
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Crom~ll, Mrs. Fann• ts,lin, n, Ria Su«o. ZM:17 

g;~~!~";!d 'tll\a.t;l ";;;,~!5 = ~":!~\= Roa4, 29'07 

C11r01M.Mi<Sl<>><phi•oH .• ll)Au1u11aRoad,~l 
•o,,,...,y.Mrs.C.P,,llOW .. ,Ea,1.s, ..... 211609 
l>cl-klll.Mr.a•dMr,.R.A., IIWind"'°"t Road,?91107 
O.Jon3.Mr.andMr,.JohnA.,IOIB,-dSoulc .. rd,2961U 
Dillard, Mr. a•d M11. John M., McEU,..,,y Road, Tra•d•r, Ru,, S,C, l!MOII 
Dobbin<,Mr.andMn.Wal1<rlt., llOF<rn.,oodlano,2'60J 
Doni>elly,Mr.andM,s.E,M .. IOClubDriw.2'60!1 
Drawdy, Mf. and Mn. v..,« B., P. 0. So, 101'7, 2960] 
Du•can. Mr. a•d Mrs. J. Uton • LIFE MEMBERS· 6.io McDanid Av,n .... :!%OS 

"Earlo,Mr.a•dMn.Jo,q,hH.,Jr .• JS7Ri,o11id<Dri .. ,29605 
Ear1<,Col.Wil1onH,,Jt.,6l2McDanlolA""nue.:!%0S 
Edward,,Mr . .,,dMrs.Sam, 18·11Lowi,Villag,,2960S 
Elli<. M,s. Fred W., Jr., Cra1wood Ori••• ltou,. '• Pin< M0111>1aln. -
E,kcw,Mr.lthcaT.,H11n1in11onltoad,ltou,cl,l%1n 
E•in<, Mn. Way•<A., P. 0. Bo• 19, Travolc,1 ltost, S.C. 29690 
Famllla, M,s. Jan• W. - SUSTAINING MEMBER-Ol9 Lon1wiewTcr .. «. 2116(15 
Fan1,M11. Pa1rickC.,2llCamilloA .. ••••29'(JII 
Farr,Mn.J.,..ph,Jl)'IAud•l•<iHTrial,Siinp,on>:illo,S.C.2Klll 
Fa..ctU,Ml<SHcl•n,1275<nnettS1rtt1,:!%0I 
Forroll.Mts,Jcrry.ltcedyllj•crAnoiqucs,&22SouthMainS,rttt,l9o!al 
Fischbach, Mi<SS.rlll R.,Ol Ea.I Tallula~ Dri .. ,2960l 
FIJ11n, Miss Jean Martin, 210 lli'Clt Main Sue<t, Taylot1, S.C, i116117 
Fo>1<1,M11.II.Jack.U2Mcl>a<liclA .. n1><.2960J 
Frc•man,W.E .• J, .• llKonwoodlane,l9609 
F•ndctburk,Mr.andli,{ts.Sapp.Jr .• 17CroS«ntAvcnu .. 2960l 
Fu,.,..n, Mrs. Ales,., G .• Jt. - LIFE MEMBER - 6 Woodland Way Circle. 29601 

'Furman, Mn. Al«l<t G., Ill· LIFE MEMBEI. • Alta1110J1t Roa4, Pari, Mounoaio, 2960'J 
F11rman,Dr.andMn.J.Earlo,210Rockin1harnRD&d,2'607 
Furman, o,. and Mn. ThomCI C., 226 Ri••r<id• DriY<, 1'ili!Ol' 
Goddy,ClittordF,,J,.,P.O.Bo,10267,~J 
GoUi,.,,, Mr. and Mrs. Harold F., Jt.. P. 0. Box IOll2. ~l 
Galloway, J.,,,.. C .• U Muima,; Coun. 296()9 
Garrick, ~lr. and Mn. □-,id P., Jr., Rou1<2.Bo,ll6,Mari•tta.S.C. illMI 
Gartison,JunlusH.,11 llo,woodlano,2'601 
Gotlin,Dr,Judi1h, ll&Holl1Road.Taytor<,:S.C.2'61l 
Clib,on.Mts.CharlosA.,)MRi.,,sideDrivc.2960.l 
Gil ... Mr. ••d Mr,, a.a,,. w., ll Nonh B,ook..,,.,.r on .. , ~s 
G~k«,on, Mr. and Mr,. Yano:<y S., lll linnrau Driw. 29t!Cll 
Gilreath, Mr<. John H., 60l U•i••r<ity Rid.,, Apt. 11, 29601 
GIOW1,Mr.andMr<.HaJ11•P .• Jr.,IOlEdwartlsRoacl,l2&.il'61S 
Goodl•u. Mn. Clal>R 8., P. 0. lo• 7J. na .. 1.,. ltCSI, s.c. 29690 
Goodman,Hm,yGaincs.Jr.,10,Wes,A•ondaleDri ... 29600 
Goodman. Mr. and Mn. H••ry, llA Koolh<rood Oriw, 2'607 
Graliam. Mr. aool M11. Alltn J., Ro•1< 12, Par<! Mounlli•. ?ll60ll 
Gray, M,. E~ .. boc~. 2ll Comill• A,mlM, 29605 
Gr .. •wiff• Cou,uy Mu .. um of An, &20 Collqc Sncct, 29601 
Griffin, Mr. and Mrs, Allen J., Route 12, Pins Mountain. 29600 
Hall,Dr.andMrs.J,Floyd.JOOHuntin3Hollow,lll6JS 
Hol1er,FrankB .• •9Partrid10Lano,?%01 
Hatpc1,Mt,andM11.Carl,911Parkin1MilhRo.ad,2'601 
Harris,Col.andMr<.T.G.,Jt.,llO.islomTrail,29601 
Harrison,M11.W.W .• Jr., ll6Forn,.oodL11><,29607 
Han, Mrs. LilOic, Raul< I, T,.•clcr< ltcsl. S.C. 29690 
Ha«old, Mr. and Mrs. It. W .• "Soonclcd,-." Ro.,.. Mountain Rolld, Rout< 2, l9o!a7 
Hatch.Mrs.O.cstor,Jr.,22Har,oitCoun,~I 
Hayn,...,nh,JudJ<andMts.Cl<rnmlf.,lll:Bo,woodLano,29t!CII 
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