
A NINETEENTH CENTURY DIA HY Of' 

CREE NV ILLE, SOU TI-I CAROL IN A1 

LAUIIA SMmt EnAUCII 

{Thi, pageant of lh·e sc-cncs or tnbleau., i, n play within a piny. 111c action 
t:ikes pl.:ice in the fnmework of a Ladies Aid Society Benefit of 1900 which 
•lage, a diary of thl'l ni,,.,tttnth ~ntury history of the ,own. The narr.itor,1 :I 

lady of CfC<'nvilJe of 1900, ii the nulor figure, using a ,ynopsis of the erl U 
the fnmf:"·ork 10 inttodu~ quOlations from contemporary figures to give 
,.,.lidity to the de,cription. The ffre tableaux are la.-gely conjectur.il but ~y 
i!lu.tnte the dress, furnishing$, and music of the time portrayed. In the orig­
inal prod""tioo on Janllllry 16, 1006, the participants were, insofar a, pos-
11ble, de.c,mdents of either the ,:hancien portrayed or of contemparary lead­
en. The production •taff included Mils Laura Smith Ebaugh, chairman; Mbs 
Katherine Jones, historical con1uhant; Robert C. Job, dire<,\Or; Sam J. Francis. 
managing director, and Mn. Clifford S. Hackett, costume and music eomult• 
ant. The tableaux ehnimien we,e, Scene \, )sirs, 1-1. C. Schroder; S~ne II. 
~In. Josie B. W~ks; S<:"l"ne 11!, Mrs. A\estcr G. Funnan Ill; S~nc \\I, ~lrs. 
T. \I. Farrow, and Scene \I, Mils EH:i.abeth 1'13hon. A set of colored slides of 
the pagnnt, made and p,esenrcd by A. D. Asbury, arc on file with the Society 
andm1ybeuscdby1pe,:-;,-lvermi11ion 

lo the script which lnllDWI, names of peuons appearing in the cast •~ 
gi,"en to male a prmianent ,ec,ord of a memo,,.ble mttting of 1he Society. II 
Is hoprd Iha.I groups interested in local hlstory will produce the 11,geard again 
and Ip.in as a meaningful glimpse of the history and culture of the period.I 

Time; January, HOJ 

Place: Greenville, South Carolina 

Event: A Presentation by the Ladies Aid Society 

SCENE I 

Greenville, 1760-1815 

NARRATOR: Welcome to our Ladies Aid Society Bcncfitl As we 
enter the twentieth century, we thought that it would be interesting 
to review Greenville's past hundred years and enjoy together some 
of the people and occasions of the l'Cntury just closed. Therefore, 

~~R:.£'t~~-]~i~h 1~1:r~~°7r;;;,~::.e 1:,4u ~,1n~r:;-t,7 .!:: 
!i':,::':.~-1;:. 1::·~~~..l~\ l>,~~~r"o\!t[i ~R~:.i "); .~,p~:: w~:~'i..f"'.:!~ 
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the Ladies Aid Society presents our "Nineteenth Century Diary 
of Greenville." 

We hnve certainly come a long way from the eighteenth cen­
tury Indian trading post on the Reedy l\iver to our industrial city 
of 1900. \Ve have had a great deal of pleasure preparing our pro­
gram from old letters, diaries, records, etc., and we hope that you 
will enjoy it as we have. 

To begin our story we must go back to the mid-eighteenth 
ccntur)' when our present Greenville County, lying between the 
Saluda River and the Old Indian Boundary belonged to the Chero­
kee Nation. TI1is land attracted Indian traders and pioneers before 
the !\evolution. ln the eighteenth century James Adair, Indian 
trader, described it in its prime\'al beauty as follows: 

The focc of this region of romance interspersed with forests 
and plains ... [is) more beautiful than the Alps [and 
its) ,•irgin soil not inferior to that of Texas .... The wood-

t;ts ac;11;r1~~~s;~ita~rs~~d'~v~rgdn~~~r~i:£ !:~\;·:"te~:. 
were admired by earlier traders nnd adventurous pi'oneers 
.... The trees stood so wide apart thnt a deer or a 
buffalo could be seen at a long distance.' 

By the latter part of the eighteenth century, Richard Pearis, 
another Indian trader, came into this territory, established his trad­
ing post on Reedy IH\'er Falls, and acquired a \'ast plantation from 
the Indians. lie was loyal to England and fought the patriots in 
the Revolution. After he was defeated by them at the Battle of 
the Cnne 13rnke on December 22, 1775. he was forced to flee. 

l~ollowing the Revolution, his land and that of other Tories 
was confiscated and was given and sold to the loyal patriots. Some 
of his land on the Beedy River was granted to Colonel Thomas 
Brandon who in May, 1788, sold it to Lemuel Alston from North 
Cnrolinn. Alston acquired more land, built a large colonial house 
at the top of the present McBee Avenue, and lnid out a land plat 
for selling lots north of the Reedy River to the present Washington 
Street. He called this Pleasnntburg. When a commission was np­
JlOinted to select a site for Greenville's much needed Court House, 
Alston offered the central square of his de\'elopment to the commis-
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sioners. They accepted, and a small log Court House was built 
in the center of the square. 

By 1806 the village had developed around the Court House 
and was described by Edward Hooker, a Coonecticut Yankee and 
Yale classmate of John C. Calhoun whom he had visited before 
coming to Greenville. In his Diary he said, 

Arrived at Colonel Alston·s home about 12. His seat is 
without exception the most beautiful I have seen in South 
Carolina - The Mansion is on a commanding hill which 
he calls Prospect Hill. It fronts the village which is quite 
pretty and rural, the street covered with grass and hand­
some trees growing here and there, but there is a want 

~~/:/i~15b~ildin9121~:t ~v:;:t ~?1~u~t 0b~st~~t?uses 

By 1815 Alston decided to move to Alabama having been de­
feated by Elias Earle for Congress, so he sold his 11,028 acres 
to the prosperous merchant from Lincolnton, North Carolina, 
Vardry McBee. In the picture we shall now see Mr. /-,.-le Bee and 
Mr. Alston signing the deed with Mrs. Alston and /-o.lr. and Mrs. 
Earle looking on. With this property Vardry McBee became, with 
George Washington Earle and Jeremiah Cleveland, one of the three 
largest landowners in Greenville. 

Let us now look at this group of early Greenville leaders. 

( The curtain opens) 

TABLEAU, Vardry McBee Signing the Purchase Deed for 
Lemuel Alston's Property 

Cast:~ 

Vardl)· McBee-Luther M. McBee 

Mr. and Mrs. Lemuel Alston-Mr. and Mrs. Samuel M. Beattie 

1-.lr. and Mrs. Elias Earle-Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J-1. Earle, Jr. 

NARRATOR: There was the forty year old McBee who was des­
tined to develop Greenville into a prosperous town. Although his 
Lincolnton friends discouraged him, he did not hesitate in his pur­
chase as he foresaw a future for Greenville they could not see. 

{Wa,'h= ~~ •• ~~.,.1.8~il!".9is~).1'.'~ri••n llistorioal A,.,oolatk,n, 11~ 

••hlc:~ <Ul of Ibo J ...... ,,. 1ft, Ille&, P•<l<hK- is fiV<n In lhio And the fo\10.,;,,.1 
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His character and philosophy are revealed in the following letters 
which he wrote in later life to his son Pinckney who was away 
from home. He wrote on April 16, 1857: 

If I was a young man I would say silently to myself, ac-

:~i~;f :e_my [!~:f!1J• ~~?i8ha~~adbn~otf~~d ~dv~~::~ 
when I was young, I would have distinguished myself long 
before I was known, even without scarcely any education. 
You have sufficient faculties, provided that you will culti­
vate a pleasant and untiring perscverance. 0 

( The curtain doses) 

NARRATOR: For twenty years Mr. McBee directed his Green­
ville empire from Lincolnton, riding over often to see how things 
were going. He established the first chain stores in the ··up-country .. 
having a series of stores in the neighboring towns in which he 
sold goods manufactured or grown in the area. He built a grist 
mi!! and a paper mill on the Beedy River and brought artisans 
to the town to help in his projects. Among these were John Adams, 
J. W. Cagle, Eben Gower, and John Logan. He gave land in 1819 
for the establishment of the male and female academies. Later he 
gave !and for the Episcopal, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Methodist 
Churches, and still later he contributed land on which Furman 
University and the Theological Seminary were built. He was de­
voted to his wife, t.he former Jane Alexander, to his children, and 
to his long-time friends, the Croft Brothers, Elias Earle, William 
Thompson, George F. Townes and others. He lived longer and 
contributed more to that early period than :Ill)' other man. 

SCENE 11 

Tile Village Craws, 1815-1829 

NARRATOR: From 1815 to 1825 Greenville grew to resemble the 
eighteenth century English vmage depicted in a painting by Joshua 
Tucker and described by Hobert Mills in his famous Statistics in 
1826as follows: 

Jt~:~1~a~~sp~~gu:~r~rl~~~m 0n~~/~,iJu;;\:~i 1 ~~~~bC 
\~'ealthy families have located themselves here - The pub­
lic buil<lings arc a handsome brick court house, an Epis­
copal Church, and two neat buildings for the male and 
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female academies - The private houses are neat, some 
large and some handsome. Two of the foTTTJer governors 
of the state had summer retreats here - Governors Alston 

~ut~tfd::~tolut~e vii~!:;:P;'r~s n~~b~r ~rho~:;~: i~ 
about 70 and the population 50().T 

The ~respectable" low country people fraternized with up• 
country people and enjoyed with them walks and picnics on the 
Reedy River Falls; shared their teas, receptions, and other enter• 
tainments. but the most enjoyable occasions for the young were 
the balls given at the new Mansion House. In the next tableau 
we see some of these young people dancing the quadrille while 
the chaperones look on. Among them, if you look carefully, is Ben­
jamin Franklin Perry dancing with his future wife, Miss Elizabeth 
McCall of Charleston. Near him may be Luther McBee dancing 
with her sister whom he later married. Let us watch them as they 
dance. 

( Tiie curtain opens) 

TABLEAU: A Ball at the New }.fansion House, 1829 

Cast, 

Chaperones: Mr. and Mrs. Lauriston 1-1. 13lythe, Mrs. Hayne 
P. Clover,Jr. 

Quadrille Dancers from The School of Ballet, Mrs. Doris S. 
McClellan, Director 

Anne McC\ellnn Blackwell 
Julie Carter 
Beth Kendrick 

Hnymond llunt 
Eclgar Henderson 

Dan Marks 
Bunny Tims Terry Tankersley 

(As the dancing ends, the curtain closes) 

SCENE Ill 

Greenville Becomes MThe Athen.t of the 
Up-CormtnJ,~ 1831•1860 

NARRATOR: By 1836 this Benjamin Perry whom we snw dnncing 
had become a recognized writer and politician of great inOucncc in 
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Greenville. The following letters reveal his th.inking as he writes 
to Miss Elizabeth McCall, the young lady who became his wife. 
On November 4, 1836, he wrote: 

Greenville, though dreary and lonely has peculiar channs 
for me at this time. Almost everything I sec reminds me 
of you. It was in the drawLilg room of the ~fansion House 
that I first made your acquaintance - the very spot where 
you stood is now LIi my mind's eye. How many pleasant 
evenings we spent there. It was in that room that I first 
heard your guitar and the still sweeter music of your song. 
But no place fills my heart with more delightful emotions 
than the Reedy River Fal!s. It was on that high cliff of 
a lovely moonlight night that I first felt that I loved 
you.8 

On January 14, 1837, he wrote his ''Lizzy., about the growth 
of Greenville where she was to live after their wedding: 

Greenville is rapidly improving - There are new !10us~s 
being erected constantly [an aside - the F. F. Beattie 
House, the Lowndes and J3utler Homes on the outskirts! 
- new stores opening - :me! general prosperity seems to 
environ it - I do assure you it has for several years past 
been my finn conviction that the upper country would 
ultimately contain almost all the wealth and respectability 
of the lower countrv in summer and autumn. Let the Great 
Western Ilailroad be finished to the mountains, who will 

~ax Si~ :!~~1:0 nv;~o~ 111~1:rt1~~ll~~~10:~1~n5ctb;::;h;'~1~~ t~~f; 
invigorating mountain ahnosphere, drink good water and 
have cool nights. 9 

Two weeks later he wrote .. Greenville has been quite gay for 
severa'. -~~;

0
s past; balls, parties and the theatre. I have been to 

On February 13, 1837, he wrote this prophetic letter: 

I have spent much time in reading and in consultation 
with my clients. I took a walk through the town with 
my friend Colonel Townes and examined and admired the 
wonderful change that the region of Carolina was destined 
to undergo in a few years- The time is not far distant 
when it will present all the improvements of the New 
England states - Greenville must become a manufacturing 

o<111elt~"W;:~~t·re".~.' /~;;;r,.ir!;:~~'isSi)~~~·;,•0 • /l~ .. ,o.,,i,, f·,a .. w .. Pe"V /0 Hi, w,,~. 
1/bJd.,p.$ 

"lbld.,p.26. 



58 PROCEED IN CS ,\ND P ,\l'El\S or THE 

distTict- waterpower, health, cheapness of labor and the 
mineral productions of our county will force us to become 
a manufacturing people - When this does happen - wealth 
must come to us from all parts. Investments of capital 
will be made in our cotton factories, from manufacturinj SrJ:S::~'.11etc. from the North, the lower country an 

Perry expressed his political opinions freely in The 
Republican and The Mountaineer, Greenville newspapers, 
and gave vigorous support to literature and education 
and supported the Female Library Society organized 
in 1829. A rivalry, however, between the up-country and 
the low-country in this period is evidenced in this little 
rhyme published in The Mountaineer, March 8, 1834: 

The low country people who live at their ease 
Stuffed with turtle and wine, with porter and cheese 
To climb a hillside would find it no fun 
Where lad of the Mountains would skip with his gunY 

By 1850 Greenville's population had increased to 1305 and 
the town had an intellectual flavor which was heightened and 
changed by the coming of Funnan University. Here is a description 
recorded in the diary of Stephen Powell who was evidently a well 
known young man "of parts," twenty-seven years of age at the time 
the diary was written. He was an artist, musician, scholar, taxider­
mist and sculptor. He also did cabinet work and helped his father 
paint Mthe depot" and oil the pews of Christ Church, and did sign 
painting. Here in his description of his day on Friday, July 4, 
1851, when he wrote: 

Before breakfast and after, I worked on an india ink pic­
tu~e - dressed and prepared to go to the barbecue. I re-

Rtt:e:~ ~~:v~:;\.,0!c°~·p ~~ ~i1t;~~~d ~:\~er~n;• 
heard Captam J. Westly Brooks read Washington's Fare­
wel_l Address- Major B. F. Perry read a long address, after 
which the _audience was addressed by General Waddy 
Thompson m ::t lengthy speech. They were invited to par­
take of the bar?ecuc and I being tired and wann returned 
home - ate dmncr and spent the afternoon working on 

"lblcl.,p.35. 

ria-u:::•u:=/~O:~)~. ~-Rold, in The ,\,1, In c,~m,,me, 1800-1960, (Crff<l•lll•· 
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my india ink picture and talking politics with Miss Hed­
fem.u 

Several other entries of year 1851 and 1852 are interesting: 

(September 141 Went to Sunday Scho<:>l, ( C_hrist Church) 
where William Pamalee and Mr. lrwm s httle son were 
my only scholars. 
[September 11] After eating I went down to !vlajor. Per­
ry's office where I painted the alphabet - af~er dumer 
I painted labels on several pigeon boxes for his law pa­
prn. 

f!'&~!1%~:[a2;°'l.1c~~ 1;Jly1ied Eliza and ~fary to the 

~~!J 1;y ~filam 1~v~;~n Bti~ts ,.frlli;m 5tf Psc:~o;i:~ 
of Columbia ( the artist) who came to this place last Friday. 
I accompanied him and ~,fr. Fitz \,Yilson to the room of 
the latter, where after a brief conversation Mr. S. left and 
Mr. F. made a sketch of me in oil. By that time the ~lan­
sion House gong sounded. 1 •1 
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On September 29, 1952, he attended the dedication of the new 
Christ Church. 

The tone of the community gradually changed after this period. 
The railroad came in 1853 and brought more businessmen, as well 
as many more gay summer visitors from the coast. Furman Univer­
sity opened 1851, the Female College in 1855, the Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary in 1859. The faculties and students introduced a con­
flicting somberness of tone. A gap developed between the interests 
of the swnmer visitors and the new lenders, which hurt the unity 
of the earlier period. James C. Furman arrived on the local scene 
as chainnan of the Furman facultv He with others unified the 
Greenville secessionists and Gre~~vill~ County r:prescntatives 
voted unanimously for the Ordinance of Secession in 1860. The 
Baptist College's strong intellech1al leadership was guided for many 
~·cars by James C. Furman. 

Now let us stop and see him with his wife entertaining one 
of ~he brilliant young professors of the recently established Theo­
logical Seminary, Or. Basil Manly, Jr., with hi.~ wife and children. 
The children entertain their parents with a song. The time is 1860, 

~fr,. ~ri.."W..!i'!'~oo~tc::nJ:tt::er•c."npubli.,hed "Dl•r}', 1851-1855."" in pouen!on of 

"IMd. 
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the place is the drawing room of Dr. Fum1an's beautiful home, 
Chenydale on the north side of the village of Greenville. Here 
sit the noted Baptist leaders enjoying a quiet afternoon together. 

( The curtain opens) 

TABLEAU:-Dr. and Mrs. James C. Fumian entertain Dr. and Mrs. 
Basil 1-.fanly,Jr.,ata Tea.u 

Cast: 

Dr. and Mrs. Furman - Mr. and Mrs. Alester G. Funnan 111 

Dr. and Mrs. Basil Manly, Jr. - Dr. and Mrs. Basil Manly 
IV 

Song: Felicia Furman, Jean Manly, Mary Manly 

(As the children finish this song, the cuttain closes) 

NARRATOR: To see Or. Furman in better perspective Jct us read 
some of his lettcrs.•G On ~fay 8, 1850. he wrote his sister lvlaria from 
Greenville where he was seeking a new home for Furman Universi­
ty, 

I find that the people here have done nothing to secure 
the location of the Institute here. All with whom I have 
conversed seem to think that Greenville has such decided 
advantages of location that it must have the perefcrencc. 

re::. =~d tli~ ~uub~~r~be~;e,~l~!~k~a~i~~~~k1h:i~i~~~~stl~et 
money spending feelings to severe test. I shall remain till 

:~~reJu,~-~?o:1~t~d~~~s~~~~/ IV~~~
1~lie~d~:·:;s b~n wW1: 

ingtodofortheprojcct.-
Affectionate Brother 
James C. Funnan 

Furman's "public address- must have been effective as the money 
\ 1'_as secured by June 4, 1852. He wrote the following from Green· 
v11!etohis son Charles: 

Mr. Jones (Mr. E. C. of Charleston) the architect reached 

~~!~~~e ~~t~ 1~~1a(J~i~~~i~tbu:JcJ~g.t\~o:~~'l,Is J~~~1:d 
to the spot for the foundation and kiln of brick ( some 
England states - Creenvil!e 111ust become a manufacturing 

t~~1j~i1ftc'h"'t.Z~~:.J~:6·1="t"r~~:n'".'::J1":•.i1~c~h~;:~~!~a~~i~~"f..,1o:~!r"~ 

F~~:.!~ir,;:n~,;:X,, t"c'.•om lhe JamN C. Fu,man leucn In the oeehiv,. ol 
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200,000) is just burnt. I believe they have made a begin­
ning in Spartanburg on Wofford College, \.Ve have the 
advantage of them in having commenced with the work 
of instruction. 

On June 18, 1852, he wrote in part - to his sister Maria. 

The cornerstone of the new Episcopal Church (Christ 
Church] was laid a few weeks ago, and the walls are 

fJ':t~a~l;· !vi:;i~~ t~vehi~l~p~~!s E{Jist:p;lti:t;:s '~fuiie sl\~~~ 
country do in putting up attractive buildings in important 
places in the up country. The Episcopalians allege the 
increase of their congregation as the reason for putting 
up their new building; though it is notorious here that 

1tth/~h0 ~11~~~1~/~t~t11i~l~t~~a~~:1~,~~~t~;~~~-o?t~~~~~~1~ 
tion. \Ve have had to put down a double row of chairs 
on the aisles. If any means were such as to allow my 
subscribing liberally, I would urge upon our people the 
erection of __ another building. Something has been said 
about repainng and enlarging our present one but sorne 

~~ ~;~ytk~£ 1~n(~~~ !~~~esor~:~)~~~~}ka~~ ~n~~,~~:11 ~~ 
likely to postpone our getting a new house-. 

Your affectionate brother, 

J.C. F. 

Mr. Furman's desire for a new Baptist Church was realized 
when the First Baptist Church building was built on the present 
site on ~lcBee Avenue not long after this was written. 

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary opened in Green­
l'il!e in 1859 and remained until 1877. In .1859 John Albert Broadus, 
Basil ~fanly, Jr., and William Williams arrived in Greenville -
young energetic and productive scholars, who by their teaching, 
preaching, and interesting and informal conversations assisted Perry 
in setting the intellectual tone and dominating the literary life of 
Greenville for eighteen years. Broadus and Manly had both edited 
religious journals and had contributed articles themselves. Manly 
~k~llaborated with hi.~ father, Basil, Sr., in compiling a hymn 

"Alfte<IS.Reld,<>1>.cir .• p.!08. 
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SCENE IV 

\Var and Recanstn1ctio>1, 1860·1880 

NARRATOR, War came in 1861 and rudely interrupted the 
nonnal life af Greenville. Greenville County with a population 
of 25,000 sent some 2,000 soldiers into battle. Furman closed -
Manly and Broadus served as chaplains and continued writing 
Baptist literature, while Furman kept the Baptist education ideas 
alive in Greenville. 

The war was a very personal affair. The men went away 
to fight, leaving their wives to carry on the best they could. AJ. 
though much food was raised on the fanns, such things as salt, 
sugar, coffee and tea were scarce and expensive. The troops were 
poorly clad and hospital supplies were needed for the wounded. 
The Ladies Aid Society helped in every way they could. They 
gathered in each others homes and sewed and t·alked about their 
loved ones away from home and served as volunteer nurses in 
the "Soldiers Rrut~ they had established for the convalescent sol­
diers from the front. Let us look at them as they work. 

( The curtain opens) 

TABLEAU: The Ladies Aid Society Sews for the Soldiers 

Cast: 

Mrs. Jane Tweed Butler - Mrs. W. S. Mullins 
Mrs. Harvey Cleveland - Mrs. Harriet James 
Mrs. Caroline Gilman - Mrs. Gayle Clover Huguenin 
Mrs. Caroline Mauldin - Mrs. Helen Powe 
Mrs. W. F. Perry - Mrs. Dorothy McBee Jones 

Song: Tenting Tonight, sung by a Confederate Soldier 

Soloist: James E. Grant 

Accompanist: Miss Anne Feltner 

(As the song is finished the curtains close) 

NARRATOR: There we saw a group of them sewing together. 
They well represent the spirit of the time as they listened !o 
Tenting Tonight sung by a furloughed soldier. 

Mrs. Caroline Howard Gilman, refugee from Charleston, who 
spent part of the war years in Greenville wrote her family in 
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the North during the seige of Charleston a description of this 
work of this Greenville Ladies Aid Society. 

Greenville,S. C., 
March 27, 1863 
1-,,f)' Dear Children: -

The incident of the past month has been a call from 
one of the surgeons on the Coast, for our Ladies Aid 
Society, for nags and rosettes for his department, the 
n11gs to be nailed to fences and trees from a battldield 

~ aat!1a°:fi~altot~h~es~~~t:rtt=~h~ 11~r~~o ':~es~; 
wounded. I volunteered at the directors meeting to have 
twenty nags made, and Lou gave the material. All that 
were required were completed and sent seaward in thir­
ty-six hours. 

The Confederate authorities also called on us to ha\·e 

~i1~~ 1f~~<!~~~~=~l~d:01~~r~ r~:v~~~e~ 1h~;~:a~ i~7a;; 
nearer ones should be want'e<I after a fight. In a week 
the ladies had everything ready .... 

One year since we came to Crcen\ille and not sub­
jugated. 

Your loving Mother, 
c.G. 1• 

No, they were unot subjugated~ but the)• were constantly 
worried by local problems and the news from the fronl Here 
are excerpts from one of Greenville's privates, J. W. Garrisonlf 
who was located first on James Island and was killed in the Rattle 
of Atlanta: 

F'rom Legare's Point 

[January 27, 1862] - TI1cy say the a.nny in the West 
is suffering for the want of clothes - The army on the 
coast is well clothed at this time - I haven't been paid 
in four months - f will be paid off in a few days - S46 

Fro1n James Island 

{May, 1663] - I am glad to hear that the wheat 
looks so well - I hope there will be no storms to blow 
it down. 
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Uuly 2, 1863) - I was glad to hear from you - I 
am sorry the crop is so grassy - I wish I could work 

~~;r1:he~a~,~!: ~~:1tg1~n11bfuc'k°~1~~~~e ~v~~as~nJ~:t~ 
good many and took 14 Negro prisoners. 

The 1:;~\~r31 di~ t~~ 1kth~0 fm:~ ih~i~: s~: ~~~ 
year - The bomkdmcnt is still going on - You as~ 
if I need any clothes or not - I need a shirt and a pair 
of stockings - I would not bother you but some of the 

~:s:rta~dlt :;;;~ :h~a\v:~~ ~~~~ ·~r~h~ 0 I~~~~.:~~~ 
takecareofrourse\£. 

[September, 1663) - I will send you all the mone)' 
I can so that you can hire some of your work done. 
Keep up a good heart. 

Salt was one of the scarce commodities as it was needed 
not only for cookiog, but for curing meat. On December 15, 1862, 
Mr. C. T. Westfield wrote Mr. Carrison, father of the soldier. 
that he could sell him two sacks of coast salt which he .. had rcceh·ed 
from Columbia at S64 a sack.R On December 16, 1863, Mr. Gani­
son wrote his son: 

Mr. Westfield let us ha\"e a sack and a half of snit. Last 
week was ''er)' cold and was a fine time for killing the 
hogs - The stock is doing ,·cry well for this time of year 
- We have begun feeding the cows. 

[B>· May, 186-1 - Private Carrison·s father had joined 
the army aod he wrote his mother] Pa says he wants 

~~d ~~ :he ~e~ ~~ th~a~\~~~ u1:~ii~1v/~b~~~d 
~dhu~~ ixfxi~ C:b~:,e.-,~fat~~. ~id f~~t~~1

~1,::J
1:•~;h 

h_ttle thm~ of that kind - When the sugar cane gets 
npeha\'e1tmadeintomolasscs. 

[Finally on August 2, 1864 - From near Atl:rnta Pri· 
vale Garrison wrotej \Ve see a pretty tough time out 
here, but I hope it will end soon ... There is not ten 
minutes but that a ball whizzes by but I have not been 

~:~:i of ~te ~zi:g ~!t~_r.!f Y thereafter he was l.illcd 

Finally, the fighting ccascd and the men depleted materially, 
spiritually, and physically returned home to rebuild their homes 
and businesses. However, Grcenvillians had not lost their literary 
interests and culture, for in 1867 the Frccdman·s Bureau Repre• 
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sentative. John \Villiam De Forest, spoke highly of the people, 
their courtesies and intellectuality, and said Greenville could be 
called ··The Athens of the Up Country." 20 

During this post-war period, a community loyalty developed 
through shared suffering and hardships which remains today. With 
fortitude and strength the community began a period of in<lustri• 
alization from which it has become the great Textile Center it 
is today. 

A new railroad came to Greenville in 1872 and by 1880 
Greenville had grown to be a city of 8,000 and could boast of 
144 stores, 17 barrooms, a National Bank, and four large textile 
plants. Elaborate Victorian houses were being built by the differ­
ent leaders, but the soberness of the past decadC5 was renectcd 
in the contents of the box placed in the cornerstone of Benjamin 
F', Perry's beautiful Victorian home, Sa!lli Souci, built in 1677. 
In a small tin box in the righthand cornerstone was placed a 
fifty-cent piece made in 1877, a dirne and two slips of paper. 
On one was written the names and dates of birth of the members 
of Governor Perry's family, and on the other side was written MAs 
for me and my family, we will serve the Lord." On the second 
piece of paper was written "\.Vade Hampton, Governor of South 
Carolina.M~1 

Although prosperity was gradually returning to Greenville 
between 1880 and .1890, the businessmen trained in the period 
of austerity kept very careful records of every penny spent and 
thought carcfull}' before investing their hard earned cash. This 
spirit is shown in the 1883-1891 account book of !'.fr. W. C. Cleve­
land, one of Greenville's largest ]and-owners. The book is still 
in the possession of his family. 

In the book he recorded his daily expcndih1r~, some of which 
were the 25¢ he gave the church, 10? he gave his daughter 
Hattie, 90¢ for tobacco, 15¢ for alcohol, board for his family $40.00, 
rent S7.00, cutting wood 25¢. In 1883 he spent S2.374.73. In 1884 he 
spent $3,757.00 and also took his wife and brother Vannoy on a 
trip to Saratoga on which he spent S973.00, but gave no account of 

u..i~{g.h':,,~!'.ltl)lst~t:t ,1. un;.,n Olfil:"' in rhc Rtto"''"'<hatl (N ... H.,..11, Yolo 

i~i~~s~~!h!!,i:l.~!~t~b~;~ T,,~:• ~\7/:i:!~fll~:'$ 
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it in his book This book and others like it which we have, are eco­
nomic hi.story of the period and reveal clearly the life 1iattcm of 
that time. 

SCENE V 

The Spanish-American Wor Intermpt.s The 
fod11.striol Life of Crecnuille, 1880-1900 

NARRATOR: As prosperity returned, it created a strong com­
munity spirit for future development; so when the Spanish-Ameri­
can War began, Greenville citizens urged the Federal Government 
to locate a camp in their town. The temperate climate, adequate 
water supply and electric power, and the large land areas satisfied 
the U. S. Anny needs, so Camp Wetherill did come to Greenville 
in 1698 bringing with it problems, business, and man)' soldiers 
to be entertained. Greenvillians met the challenge as best the)' 
oow~ 

The men tried to meet the business challenge of the camps 
while the ladies did their part by entertaining the soldiers in 
their homes and by helping the men from New York and New 
Jem:y appreciate Southern ways. Our last picture shows some 
of these ladies singing with the soldiers at one of their parties 
in1898.Wemayevenjoinintheirsongs. 

(The curtain opens) 

TABLEAU: Greenvi\Jians entertain soldiers - Spanish-American 
Wu. 

Cast: 

Mrs. Lennox Flow 

Mrs. Howard Newton, Jr. 
Mrs. Ben K. Norwood, Jr. 
Everett Caplin 

David McManaway 
Jim Owings 
Milton Shockley 

(As the singing ends, the curtain closes) 

NARRATOR: So OUr 1000 diary ends. We hope you have en· 
fayed these glimpses into our past. 




