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by acclamation.

President JefT Richardson introduced Tom Charles. who gave
a slide presentation on a recent archaeological dig in northern
Greenville County on the property of John Walker. Indian artifacts
dating back to 500 A.D. had been found.

Fall Meeting, October 14, 2001
Parker Auditorium, Greenville County Library
Lewis and Bill Carpenter were recognized and presented with the
Society’s 2001 historical omament depicting Carpenter Brothers Drug
Store.

Nelson Arrington. program chair. introduced Steve Richardson.
coordinator of reference services at the Furman University Library
Mr. Richardson spoke on “Lower Greenville County and the Austin
Family.” His paper concentrated upon Simpsons illeand some of the
earliest families 10 setile in the area.

Winter Meeting, February 10, 2002
Parker Auditorium, Greenville County Library
Jeff Richardson reported that the statue of Vardiy McBee was
completed and would be installed and dedicated on Court Square in
March.

Nelson Aington introduced Roy McBee Smith who spoke on
“Vardry McBee: The Fatherof Greenvilie.” The paper discussed the
significance of the role which Vardry McBee played in the early
development of Greenville.

Spring Meeting, May 19, 2002
Auditorium of the Canal Insurance Company
JefT Richardson. presiding over his last meeting. announced that his
goal of increasing membership in the society to 500 had been
reached. At the time of the meeting. there were 507 members. T. J.
Dixon and James Nelson. sculptors of the Vardry McBee statue were
recognized and welcomed as guests.

Joe Pearce. on behalfof the nomi dthe
following slate of officers for 2002-2003: Nelson Arrington. Jr..
president: George P. Apperson. Jr.. 1" vice president: Mason G
Alexander. 2™ vice president: Margaret Brockman. secretary: P
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up to that portion of the city to see where | could
begin to work.

On my way | met a litle boy. poorly clad. and
asked if he atiended any Sunday School. He said
“No.” Then I said. "I I start one would you like to
attend?”” Withatwinkle in hisbrighteyes and a smile
on his face. he said. ~Yes very much.” | found in my
amblings an old stable which opened on Lumber
Street. and | thought if | could rent it and fix it up: it
would be a good place to start the mission. The
thought came to me as the Master had been bom in
the stable and had sanctified it by his birth. | could
begin work in one. But the stable could not be
secured. sonothing daunting | went on and found that
I had one layman of the church living in that portion
of the city. Ben Milligan. He kindly oiTered me one
room in his humble home. 12 feet by 12 feet. and
there with three little children. The work began in
June 1892. (From a clipping in the possession of
Steve Mitchell)

In February 1900. Mr. Mitchell accepted a call 10 become rector
of Christ Church in Greenville. Part of the agreement was that a new
rectory would be built for this already large family which would
become larger. The rectory built was approximately where the gym
of Christ Church is today on the comer of Church and Washington
Streets

Mr. Mitchell was the 14™ rector of Christ Church. The

i a h d37s i Thatbegan
over a century of relationships with the Mitchell family and my
family. for my grandfather and great grandparents were among those
communicants.

Mr. Mitchell thought of Greenville as a mission area as it had
been in 1820 when the Episcopal Church had been established in the
Piedmont area. Many new factories had brought great population
growth 10 Greenville and the great majority of textile workers had
never thought about entering the doors of an Episcopal Church.
When Mr. Mitchellcame toGreenville. it wasa city of around 14.000
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GENERAL WADDY THOMPSON
Jeffrey R. Willis*

Waddy Thompson. Jr. was the son of Chancellor Waddy Thompson
(1769-1845} and Eliza Blackbum Williams Thompson. The senior
Thompson was born in Virginia in 1769. He read law and was
admitted to the bar in Richmond. About 1790. he established a law
practice in Washington. Georgia. and married Eliza Blackburn
Williams. Within a few years. about 1793. they moved on to South
Carolina and settled near Pickinsville in the Pendleton District. Still
on the move. Waddy and Eliza Thompson seuled in Greenville
someiime between 1799 and 1802. He served in the South Carolina
House of | ives and. for three years. as a chancellor
of the SouthCarolina Court of Equity. This last position entitled him
to the title “Chancellor.™ '

On property outside the village of Greenville. the Thompsons
built a substantial dwelling in. or shortly after. 1802. They later sold
thehome to Tandy Walker. For many years it was the home of Barnet
and Mary C. Cleveland. Today itis the siteof Greenviile Senior High
School on Augusta Street. When the senior Thompson sold the
property. he and his wife built a new home in the village. In the mid-
1820s. Greenville built a new courihouse (which later became the
Record Building). The 'hompsons acquired the old courthouse.
moved it to land on North Main Street. and added two wings.* This
site was later occupied by the Mackey Mortuary and the Carolina
Theater. The Ontaray Hotel would later be built where the garden was
located. *

Elizabeth Thompson’s mother. Elizabeth Blackburn Williams.
eventually came to live with her daughter and son-in-law in their
Greenville home. She frequently sat under a tree at the corner of the

property and expressed a desire to be buried beneath it. Her wish was
honoied and. thus began the family cemetery. Elizabethand Waddy

“Jeffrey R Willis was barm and grew up in Greenville He was educated in
the Greenvilie public schools and at Furman University He holdsM A and
Ph.D degrees from the Unwversity of Virginia Currently he is the Andrew
Helmus Disunguished Professor of History Emeritus at Converse Cnlle*e
His paper was given al a meeling of the Histoncal Society on October 17.
1999
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of 1he Federal Union. The Unionist sympathies that prevailed in
Greenvilie resulted primarily from the influence of Benjamin F.
Perry. the powerful editor of The Greenville Mouniuineer. Perry also
had an ally in the area’s prestigious summer visitor. Joel R. Poinsett.
who supported President Andrew Jackson. Because of this situation.
Thompson did not stand for re-election for the state legisiature in
1830. The state legislature then elected him to succeed Baylis J. Earle
as solicitor of the Westem Judicial District. *
Support of nullification led to iation between Th
and nullification’s author. John C. Calhoun. On July 8. 1832.
Calhoun wrote to Thompson: “The Tarriff Bill was late last evening
ordered to the 3d reading in the senate with many amendments all
going to increase the burden onus. . . . The question is nolongerone
of freetrade. but liberty and despotism. The hopeof the country now
rests on our gallant little State. Let every Carolinian do his duty.™"®
When South Carolina passed the Ordinance of Nullification in 1832.
President Jackson threatened 1o send federa) troops 10 bring the state
back into line." This threat caused such concem that a state militia
was fortned. Thompson was appointed a brigadier general of the 1*
Brigade of South Carolina Militia: thus. eaming for himself the
distinction of becoming “General™ Waddy Thompson.'"* Although
Thompson lacked actual militaiy experience. for the next ten yearshe
proved to be an able military administrator
General Thompson was not destined. however. fora careerin the
militia. His prominence in the legal profession inevitably led him to
be drafied back into political life as the ive in Congress of
the Greenville. Anderson. and Pickens Districts. A vacancy in
Congresswascreated in 1835 by the death of the |ncumbcnl Wayrcn
R. Davis of Pendl: Th won his seat. d
F. Perry. Thompson won in thiselection with the support of Calhoun.
who had established the Whig Party in South Caroiina as one means
of combating President Andrew Jackson 'soppositionto nullification.
Nationally the Whig Party consisted of all political groups that
opposed Jackson. Thompson seived in the House of Representatives
from September 10. 1835 to March 3. 184]1. He was re-elected in
1836 without opposition.”*
In Congress. Thompson cooperated with Calhoun and the Whig
Panty in theiropposition to the President. After Jackson’s second term
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won the national election announced his intention of rewarding
Waddy Thompson by making him the United States minister in
Mexico. Before the appointment could be made President Harrison
died just one month after his inauguration. His vice president. and
now the new president. John Tylerdelayed making the appointment
over concern that the Mexican government might object. While in
Congress Thompson had been outspoken in support of United States
annexation of Texas. Finally. Tyler honored Harrison's intentionand
gave the appointment to Thompson. Tyler's decision was probably
influenced by Mexico’s capture of themembersofan expedition sent
by Texasto Santa Fe toward the end of 1841. There was concemn in
the United States over the fate of these prisoners.™ The need to fill the
vacancy in Mexico City was all the greater then.

The new minister’s mission would not be an easy one. The
relationship between the United States and Mexico was embittered
over the question of Texas. Thompson was not at all certain of the
welcome he wouldreceive in Mexico. Another problem was that he
had no knowledge of the Spanish language. Thishe could attempt to
remedy. He quickly gave himself acourse in Spanish and developed
an adequate speaking knowledge of the language.*'

In April 1842. Thompson sailed from New Orleans and reached
Vera Cruz eight days later.” On the journey from Vera Cruz 1o
MexicoCity. he observed that the houses along the road looked more
like chicken coops than the houses of human beings.** He described
the climate of Mexico as being “elysian.” It is never warm enough
1o pull off yourcoat.and rarely cold enough to button it.™*

Upon anival in Mexico City. Thompson was coldly. but
courteously. received by the head of the Mexican government.

General Amomo Lopcz de Santa Anna. When presenting himself as
the new Ameri Th ke in Spanish. and won for
himself a warmer reception. Thompson admired Santa Anna as the
leader of a successful struggle for Mexican independence and as a

pp of a republican form of g . Asa young colonel in
the 1820s. Santa Anna had bravely led a revolt against the
dictatorship of Augustin de Iturbide. who had briefly declared himself
emperor of Mexico. Justa year before Thompson arrived in Mexico.
Santa Anna had boldly led a revolution which resulted in the
hrow of President Bui Although the general governed
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of Africans in that country. “The negro is regarded and Ireated there
as belonging 10 a degraded caste equally as in the United States.”™ He
did think that the condition and treatment of Africans was worse in
Mexico than in South Carolina. He observed that all the free laborers
in Mexico were Indians. and that all the large landowners were
Spanish or part Spanish.™' He compared the Mexican tortilla. which
was the mainstay in the diet of the Mexican masses. 10 the hoe cake
commonamong Africanslaves in the South.**

Thompson came to the conclusion that it would be an error for
the United States 10 annex Texas over the opposition of Mexico. His
friendshiptoward Mexico was without question genuine. His interests
as a planter. however. could conceivably have been affected by the
addition of Texas to the Union. Texas™ potential cotton production
might possibly flood the market and drive down prices in the other
cotton producing states.”

One of Thompson's accomplishments as the United States
minister was the release of 300 Texan prisoners. who otherwise might
very well have been executed. He went to see the prisoners the day
afier his arrival in Mexico City. Withrelative ease he persuaded Santa
Anna o release the American citizens among the prisoners. He asked
for more humane treatment of the Texans who were still being held
and was eventually able to secure the release of most of them
Thompson also intervened on behalf of 167 Texans who had been
captured during a Mexicanautack on thetown of Mier. Upon leaming
of an order 10 execute all of the Texans. he protested so strongly that
the Mexican governmentdecided to execute only one man in ten in
this group. Since in thiscase Thompson was intervening on behalfof
persons who were not citizens of the United Stales. diplomatic
historians have credited him with anticipating a later and broader
interpretation of the Monroe Doctrine which contends that it is the
duty of the United States to require that the nations of the Western

Hemisphere observe “their moral and legal obligations in
international affairs.™**

Thompson was even more successful in pleading on behalf of

another group of Texas citizens who were captured in a raid on San
Antonio in the fall of 1843. Among these prisoners was Samuel
Maverick. who had lefi the Pickens District in South Carolina to
settle in Texas. As a personal favor to Thompson. Mexico released
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Thompson's friendship for Mexico never waned. even after the
United States went 0 war with its southern neighbor in 1846. For
once the former diplomat seemed to be in agreement with majority
opinion in Greenville. The war was not popular in the western part of
South Carolina and not a single volunteer company was recruited
fiom the area.*' Afier United States forces captured Mexico City.
Thompsonarguedhat this country could notinflict a complete defeat
upon Mexico without ruining its finances.”* Certainly it must have

Thi that his brother-in-law. Pierce M. Butler. was
killedwhile ding the Palmetto Regi in Mexico.”

Thompson called the Americanaction against Mexico an unjust
war of conquest and urged that any annexations not go beyond the
RioGrande River.Althoughthe former minister was a genuine friend
of Mexico. his attitude was probably againinfluenced by the slavery
issue. [t was unlikely that any territory acquired west of the Rio
Grande would exer be admitied to the Union as a slave state. The
future admission of several new fiee states was a disturbing prospect

for a slave owner. Thompson even contacted his old politica}
adversary. John C. Calhoun. and urged him to lead an effort in the
United States Senate to end the conflict. Calhoun basically agreed
with Thompson's position and used some of his idea’s in a Senate
speech. However.Cathoundisagreedwith Th 3 ition o
the annexation of territory.**

After returning 1o Greenville. Thompson achieved success and
wealthas alawyerand a farmer. In his law practice. he was especially
successful in criminal cases and was also often in Washington
pleading before the Supreme count.*

When the Thompsons returned to Greenville. they resided on 200
acres of land purchased fiom Lemuel Alston by Chancellor
Thompsonin [815. Theirhome was located on what is today Broadus
Avenue. The estate consisted basically of the area that is now the
PetigruHistoric District.* Emmala Butler Thompson died in 1848.
In 1851 Waddy Thompson married Comelia Jones of Wilmington.
North Carolina. Perhaps the new Mrs. Thompson wanted a home of
her own design. As Thompson's law practice produced greater
affluence. he and his second wife soon planned the construction of a
residence on Paris Mountain.

In 1857. 600 acres on the south side of Paris Mountain Were
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**Henry T. Thompson. “Waddy Thompson: Great Barrister of the Pre-
War Days.” The Greenville News. May 10, 1931. p. 2

* Ibid.. p. 25.
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**C. A.David.When General Waddy Thompson Had Two Mansions
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** Wallace. Vol. L. p. 102
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*Caroline H. Gilman Papers at the South Carolina Historical Society.
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families would intennamy and also connect with other families just
lately arrived from North Carolina. like the Howard and Cook
families. or those moving up from Union and Newbeiry Counties
suchas Goldsmith. and at least one branch of the Austin family. The
degree of intermarriage here and all over the Piedmont was
significant and necessary. given the lack of access to other
populations. But that also meant that these unions were often of a
character that is widely considered taboo today. in that first cousins
married each other with an accepted regularity. Up to the time of the
Civil War or a decade after. it would be somewhat rare to find a
family of ten children. in which less than three of them eventually
married a first cousin.

Within this southern “frontier.” people could find large
acreage to accommodate them. and yet even with the influx of settfers
on either side of them. they could not only be out of sight but. if they
chose. vinually unreachable. because ofthe common incidenceo flow
mountains.gorges.and creeks. This was not the biggestdraw fora lot
of settlers. but itcenainly sold the area for quite a few. Regardlessof

their phic distribution. however.the ov
that established continuity in any area before there was ever really
ity was theclose knit ded family unit. As this extended

unit would embrace more and more neighboring families through
intermarriage we find that often groups of families moved together as
they filieredintothe y spaces of lower Gi ille County.
former Cherokee land. With a small population it is easy to see how
quickly these families could become interwoven in their fronticr
homesteading. People in the same small communities became first.
second and third cousins fairly quickly. By the late 1770s the
amalgam of families had become small communities usually located
near areliable water supply such as a spring or creek. not unlike the
contemporary natives and all earlier human populations. This is
principally the pattern in the formation of settlements in the lowcr
Piedmont of Greenville County. where our focus lies. Also. like the
native Americans. most of these settlements were centered around a
structure (o house ceremonial activities. which in the case of most
white settlers arriving with families. would be the church. This is
especially true after the waves of the “Second Great Awakening”
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ran a course from a point on the Reedy River below Fork Shoals due
north to a point near Tryon Mountain. This line would also constitute
the original eastem border of Greenville County. From this same
point on the Reedy River a southwestern course was run 10 a point
where the Keowee Trail crosses the Litlle River. known as Dewee s
or Dewitt’s comer.

As aresult. this boundary from the Reedy River to the north ran
about two miles east of present-day Simpsonville. very close in
frontier terms. and so would placemany ancestors of the town s early
settlers in what would become Laurens County. Regardless of the
boundary. there was theever likely threat that the natives would take
issue with white settlement so close to their huntinggrounds. even if
trade was the primary purpose. Several settlers living near the Indian
Boundary Line were paid to provide provisions for a string of forts
thatlined this boundary with the unpredictable Cherokee. There are
afew historical ions of these for isting in locations within
the areaof Fountain Inn and Simpsonville but we have little evidence
as 1o an exact location for them. Just what year each fort was

d i difficult to determine. although most would probably
date from a time soon after the boundary was set in 1766. We can
however. with some surety. assume that some were undergoing
refurbishing in response to Loyalistand British threats on the eve of
the Revolution wellinto the late 1770s. One thing is cerain. by the
time the War of Independence was a couple of yearsold. the feeling
of security in our area of the Backcountry was rapidly dwindling.
Within the nexI five or six years. the JacobHite family. east of Pearis.
fell victim to Indianraidsas didmembers of the Hampton family. just
inside the line in what is now Spartanburg County. Also. it was likely
at the time of these raids that a female member of the Nathaniel
Austin family was reportedly captured and killed. although it is pure
speculation as to the location of either the attack or the Austin
residence at the time

- While it is possible that ihe unfortunate Miss. Austin was residing a1 a
home over the Indian lire at the time. near the present marked sites of the Austin
home on Hwy. I4. it is also lkely that her father was simply close cnough with his
property in Laurens County 1o provoke the atiack
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service in the Ammy. But these newly acquired state lands were not
opened for development until the state created the machinery for
taking advantage of the addition." A land office was established in
1784 for each circuit court district for their purpose of selling this
land as well as any lands confiscated from those loyalists supporting
the British cause during the Revolution. In the Ninety-Six District.
whichincludedallof whatwould later be Greenville. Laurens. Union.
Spartanburg. York. and Cherokee Counties. the activity at the land
office was immediately brisk. Many of those buying property were
making use of the paymentreceived for state militia service in the
recent conflict. South Carolina was depleted of money from the
Revolutionary War and so. not having the means to pay soldiers for
their services. the stateissued Treasury indents that could be used to
purchase the property at 10 pounds sterling per 100 acres.

There is a 100-acre tract issued in July. 1784. 10 William Austin
(evidently Nathaniel s son. Colonel William Austin) but there are no
other Gilder Creek properties that indicate Austins as adjacent
landholders until 1789. But more confusing is that the one grant
description attributed to an Austinlies furthereast alongGilder Creek
than the traditional location of the family plantation and more toward
itsmouthat the Enoree. Itis very difficult through the existing record
toexactly time the whereabouts of all of our landed antecedents. but
we must ask the questions. especially when the contributionsof those
individuals so influenced the area’s progress.®

Nathaniel Austin and his offspring. nephews. and nieces. are
often reported (o be the first of all settlers in the Mauldin and
Simpsonville area. a tribute that is reflected in name of Austin
Township in which Simpsonville lies. The members of the Austin
family have through the generations provided the area with
leadership. agricultural progress. means of defense. and health care
These conuibutions have run through several generations. from at

* These operations are more ully explained in HufF pp.36-40.

¢ Ninety Sux District Deeds ond Plats, North of the Saluda 1781 -1799 .
Microfilm. GCL. SC: also Anne McCuen. Unpublished notes and papers, Deed
Provenance ref Reech River Horsepen Creek watershed
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VARDY MCBEE
THE FOUNDING FATHER OF GREENVILLE
Roy McBee Smith*

Editor's Note [n 2002, the Greenville County Historical Society
placed a bronze statue of Vardiy McBee on Court Square on
Greenville's South Main Street. Roy McBee Smith's paper was
presented before the Historical Society at its meeting on February
10, 2002, as background for this event.

In 1815 Vardy McBee purchased 11.028 acres on the waters of the
Reedy River and Laurel Creek. which included the land within the
presentcity limits of Greenville and much of the present metropolitan
area beyond. The purchase included the formerowner’s mansion on
Prospect Hill atthe westendof the present McBee Avenue. wherethe
water works building is today. Vardry McBee paid $27.550 for all
this. How was such an extensive purchase possible? Because
agricuhural practices had exhausted the soil of all nutrients by the
continuous planting of a single crop and other abuses. the land had
been on the market several years with no one interested. Since the
days of ancient Rome. agriculture was cairied on by using up all
nutrients in the soil and then moving on to new land. But this was an
opportunity for Vardry McBee. who on his own had studied the
improvements in agriculture which began in England in the last years
of the 1700s.

Until then. even in Europe. there had been no important
improvements in agricullure over the centuries. He had long observed
families pulling up stakes and moving west. leavingpl with
fine houses. but bumed out soil. The new agriculwral information
available in this country was ignored. It continued to be ignored for
another century. Some present members of the Society no doubt
remember farms in this and in other states with great gullies carved
out byerosion from failureto properly plow andterrace. [n one period
0f 20 years. more than 200.000 people left North Carolinaand moved

“Roy McBee Smith is the great-great grandson of Vardry McBee He was
educated at The Citadel and the University of South Carolina Law School

He resides in Spartanburg, where he is a civil tnal lawyer. He is the author
of Vardry McBee: Man of Reason in An Age of Extremes
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located. he built what would today be called a culwral center. Its
architecture was remarked on years after it was gone. It was available
for receptions. concerts. dances. and lectures. The town people named
itMcBee's Hall. The congregation of Christ Church met there while
its present church building was under construction. Furman classes
wereheldthere whileits buildings were under construction. For such
actions. he began over the years to be referred to as the “‘Founding
Father of Greenville.”

He was bom in Sparanburg District in 1775. as the
Revolutionary War began. His father and three brothers fought at
King’s Mountain and the Cowpens. Another brother fought with the
Swamp Fox and was paralyzed by a musket ball. Vardry McBee was
the last of ten children. His parents had come down from Halifax
County. Virginia. after the French and indian War. When he was 19
years old. he went to Lincolnton as apprentice to a saddle maker.
There he became a partnerin a mercantile business. He married Jane
Alexander of Rutherfordton. They had nine children and would
outlive five of them. As a young man. he was crippled from being
thrown from a horse and could not walk any distance. He died when
he was 88 yearsold inthelastyear of the Civil War. as Shermanwas
beginning his marchto the sea. Jane died 49 days after he did. They
are buried in Christ Church cemetery in Greenville.

What was he like as a person? He was small. and his eyes were
green. He was raised as a Quaker and preferred Quaker meetings.
which were scarce in these pans. so that he attended all
denominations but attended regularly. He was on the vestry of Christ
Church for years and laid the corner stone for it. but never became a
communicant. Two years before he died he joined the First
Presbyterian Church. of which Jane had been a founding member. As
ayoung man he adopted BenFranklin's method for building character
by daily recording his efforts at industry. justice. moderation.
tranquility. humility. and avoiding unnecessary talk. Along with these
he cultivated proper speech. enunciation and posture. One is

inded of the Broadwaymusical in which Ben Franklin sings: 1
invented myself.”

Vardiy McBee was a steady. quiel. dependable man. careful of
the feelings of others. He was a listener. He said he was educated by
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and feather any Unionist they found. Vardry McBee filed as a Union
delegate to the state convention. only ten days before the election. He
was elected as one of only five Union delegates in the state. The
Union delegates worked to change or divert enough votes to defeat
secession. and it was postponed for nearly a decade. When secession
finally came. he spoke in favor of it and strongly supported the
Confederacy. Five of his grandsons served in the Confederate army

One interesting trait of Vardry McBee was that though textile
mills were new in the South. especially in the Backcountry. he strove
forhighquality. Other textile millsaimed to produce a fabric suitable
for field hands. However. he sent his textiles to New York and sold
them at a~handsome profit.” This is surprising in view of the added
transportation costs and that he was competing with the long
established New England textile industry. Also. his paper mill made

stationery “of a very superior quality and a fine quality of wrapping
paper.” If he manufaciured a product he personally mastered the
production process. from understanding the structure and operation
of the machinery. to ing all the ch ics of the raw
materials. He would stay in the “loom house.™ as he called it. and
personally perforin the operation for days at a time until it was
perfected. before he turned production over to workers.

Hisgeneral i eswere not ordinary. B y
stores. Their attractive architecture was remarked upon years after
they were gone. and his display of goods was in the modem idea of
merchandising. It has already been mentioned that his agricultural
products were of superior quality. His gold mines were highly
productive. and he sent gold bars to the United States Mint.

Finally. the new statue to be placed on Court Square will be of
aman who was likeable. We have seen how the voters of not just the
town but of all the district (county) elected him. though he entered
that race at the last minute as a candidate with views contrary to all
the state. and after a torch bearing mob had threatened any one with
that view. He was elected president of the Louisville. Cincinnati and
Charleston Railroad “without any solicitation on his part.” defeating
the candidatechosen by John C.Calhoun. the virtual dictator of South
Carolina. It was said that if Calhoun took snuff. South Carolina

sneezed. James Petigru. the oracle of Charleston. considered by many
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the rank of Colonel during that peniod. Sam (Bubba) Lurey became a
member of the Regular Astay. with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. and
Max Kaelitz and hving Abrams also served until their mandatory
reticement. each anaining the rank of Lieutenant Colonel

Letus now look al some economic facts. For this area. cotton was
king. Fiekds all around us were white with cotton in the fall. The
merchants. the mills. the farmers. in fact. the basic economy here relied
upon that one crop Greenville was the “Textile Center of the South.”
and sometimes called the “Textile Center of the World.” Now. try 1o
find growing asound Gi ille There is none. and the mills are

going.

Atfirst. as in most Southern cities. the mainstay of livelihood for
Jewish families was the sale of retail clothing. started by men who
owned theirown stores. ofien with their families and relatives joining
in asneeded. The stores were mostlylocatedon or near Main Street and
Pendleton Street. These merchants and the other people who had
businesses of all othertypes were real entrepreneurs and capitalists of
the first rank.

The fact that they occupied the buildings downtown for their

is 100 often ! d in the di ions on G ille’s
economy. which usually centers on textiles and cotton mills. These
siores brought people 1o the city and helped to make the city a city. with
restamants. shops. and the other anributes of a city.

Later came another enterprise - manufacturing. usually o f apparel
but. also. in the past. a cigar manufacturer. They came here for
numeious reasons. bul these. 100. have moved on to the greatest extent.

When Estarted my law practice. there were two Jewish doctorsand
one lawyer - me. Look at us today - doclors. college professors.
managers. school teachers. computer analysts. technical service people
social workers. lawyers. and many other occupations. Ask ifthereisa

doctor in the house. and see how many hands will be raised. A new
world indeed.

So. the economic flow went in a general pattern: at first.

b and other busi all self-employed: then the

with an p class. and today we have
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