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Town focus Rancho Santa Fe 

New superintendent connecting 
with students, parents 

By Sylvl• Mendoza 

RANCHO SANTA FE- Dr. 
Daniel Vinson din,ct<:d traffic 
atRanchoSantaFeSchool. 

then hurried to meet with a waiting 
teacher. On the way back to his of. 
ficc,hestoppedto listentomission 
rer,ortsrocitcdbystudcnts,then 
i;rreetedparentsin the!obbybefore 
finally shutting his office door be­
hind him. He sc.ttk<l into his scat 
and smiled. 

"l havetheperfectjob."saidVin­
son,54 

Wi1hn1orethan:Wycar.;;inthe 
education!kld. Vinson relishes his 
role as the new superintendent or 
the Rancho Santa Fe School DistriL'L 

Burkd ur,der mounds ofµapcr• 
work and a growing student body, 
Vinson said it was an ideal time to 
move from lhe Bay Area, where he 
worlu:d as assistant ~uperin lendent 
of human n:sourccs in the Moun tain 
View Elementary School District , 
and get back to what was important 
tohim 

"lnasmalldistrict.lhavedaily 
contactwithstudentsandparents 
who have their kids' best interests at 
heart. This is what edueation is al! 
about." 

Vinsonattributc-shispassionfor 
education to his mother. "I've al­
ways loved being around kids,w he 
said. "For as long as I can remt,Jn, 
ber,l'vcalwayswantcdtobea 
teacher." 

In high school. he worked with 
thcdtyofSanl.eandro Parksand 
lk,;rcation DcpartmPnl a~ a play­
ground supervisor and campdira,­
tor. He also visited his mother, Vir­
ginia Vinson, at San Leandro High 
School. where silt, wa_~ th" student 
activitit."S dire<-1or for the majority of 
her28ycan;oncampus. 

"[ saw how much fun she had in­
teracting with students and the way 
thekidsresjXJodedtoher,andl 
w.mted to be a part of that." 

Not only did Vinson's mothcrin­
troducehimtotheeducatiooalare­
na, she introduced hlm to the 
woman he would marry, Sarajane 
Holmes. 111c muple haw been mar­
ried 32 ycars, 

Vinson commutes to Northern 
Californiaonwl-ckendstovi,;ithis 

Dr, Dani el Vinson wn recently named the new superin t endent of the Rancho Santa Fe School Dlstrlct. " 1 llope 
that everywhere I 110, I share the value of education," Dan '!rrn,nf UnWll-Tribi<m 

wife,ahospitaladministratorinSan 
Josc.untilshccantransfcrtoSan 
Diego. 

Heliveswithhis27-year-<,ld 
daughter. Alison Vinson Gaconnt"t, a 
lobbyistfortheMotionVictuwA,;­
sociatlonofAmcrica.andherhu,;­
hand,CoryGaronnet,aNavydoctor 
staliont!d al Balboa Ho~1rital Vin­
son's son, Drew Vinson, 25, i~ also 
considering relocating to San Ilic-go 
because the dot.com company he 
worked for shut down. 

Having his family around woukl 
be ideal, Vinson said. In the ml'ar>­
timc, he intcnds to im1rn.'TOC him'll"lf 
in the community and explore San 
Diego County. 

·1 walk for miles and miles. a11d 
rm gNting to lf.110warc1<s !ih !h., 
Torrey Piucs Reserv" and Cannd 
Valley." 

How<'Vcr, hl' still miss;<'s th,· Padf• 

ic Light Opern in San Jost." and Stan­
fonl basketball gamcs. ~,l was hard 
giving up the baske1ball ti<:kc,1.~ for 
games played during the week. I 
lovetowatchcol1ei.esports.whe 
<said 

llistransferhasn'tbN·nallrosy. 
lnitiatedbyfirctothcintricacicsof 
the community at his first school 
board meeting, Vinson listened to 
pa,;sionatt•argumcnlsonproposed 
new school sitcs. Rrnlizing how irn­
portant it was to hav(' inpi,t and 
feedback from the diverse groups 
within the communi!y, Vinson 
qui<:klyimpl,·mentedaSuperintcn 
dcnfs S111~visory Comm ill<'('. 
where th<' 24 nwmlx-rs work tog<'th­
cr 10 rcconuncnd sites 

Conu,,unity suppori r~n ollly 
mah• 1!,,· s.:hool ~ys1Cm strollg1"r, 
Vinoonsaid 

l)<'>'pitcll1echallcnl,(cs, Vinson 

feels he made the right move. 
Staff,studcntsandparcnbhave 

v,wh,m,~I him, and fonncr superin• 
1cnclrnt Dr. R lfowr Row<' hasguid 
ed him. "He's been my mentor.w Vin­
son said. "\Ve have different styles. 
butchangeishealthy." , 

Withathr<:'C-ycarcontractYinson 
hopcswillberenewed,gettinRthe 
new school under way and keeping 
ac-ddemic standards hi>(h are priori­
tic~ 

"!want!olwagoodrolcmodcl. 
too.WVinson«aid. *lhopethateverf 
where I go, I share the value of edu­
cation. I truly believe it's the best 
giftyoucangiwyourchilcln·n." 

Sy1'11Mllllloq.is•lrg-la~YQiter 
frornl.lli11hrnf,bo,)"!"twJitttllKV 
idea(erfttmi:heS"iw~"tatlhtl· 
lli• O'Ntllal(760)476·8215or 
robbin.ontal~uniontrib.com. 

SPOTLIGHT 

The Rancho Santa Fe Garden Cluband nd 
Winterthur-An American Country ry 
Estate will present "A Day in the GaT- ll'· 

dcnwfrom10:30a.m.tol:30p.m.Jan.19at al 
the garden dub, 17025 Avenida de Acacias. ,s 

'llw featured speaker wi ll be TOm 
Buchter,deputydirectorofthegardende- >.. 

~~~~~t:~:;1~~~'.U:,f~~i; ~:/ 3i~~;~ 
slides about "Creatmg Design Unity for 
House and Garden." Following the lecture. ·e, 
Uiere will be a home and garden boutique r 
forallattcndces. 

'lnecostis$45anclindudcsabox!unch :h 
andsurprisegift.Scatingislirnitcd. 

Reservations must be made by Jan. 16. 
Mail ch~>t:ks to Donna Ferrier, P.O. Box 
1624, Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067. l'or inforfor­
mation, call Ferrier, (858) 759-9611. 

DATEBOOK 
•An:llo SlntlftAuo,;IJtkin:Tt>eqroupmeelstomomol' 

~~~t!7r!'.~:=1=~A~~:s, ~ 
T"-'™'3ysof-timontlllnlormatioo:(858)7'56-1174.r14 
•IIIIPlrll llltanlruls:HelenWoQdwardAnimalCeotenter 
wiUNM.>~snext>'(l(unteeror,entat001rom9a-m.1o to 
noons.aturdayat646lf/APifi<,Opportunm,,sare 
-,vailatitetoWOO. in petado()tioos,therapeutic ridi1111,1111, 
petencounterther3PY,theAniMe.ilsprogr<IJfl,tl-.e 
equinehospilalandinll-.eeducatOOdeparlment.Vok'ol· 
unteersmustbeatle.lsl14ye«1old. lnformatioo: 
(858)756-4117 

•l'lt ldopllons:Tl-.esta!fattt>eHelenWoo:!w.irdAri-1\ri· 
m;,!Ceoterencooragesthepul;Nictore~be<thee 
HornelortheHoMayspetadoptioodrive,wtlichrunsJll'i 
throoghSYnday.ThecampaigotaKesplacein45stat<.!at<l'S, 
CaM<la,MexicoandPuertoRimTt,e(!Olll isl50.000)0 
petadoptions.lnlorrnatoo: 
www.home41ht>hc)jidays,comor(8S8)7'56-4TI7. 
• ArllmNCl,tlon:TheRanchoSantafeArtGuildwll:wiH 
~areceptOOfromSto7 p.m._i..... l(lat theRanch<icho 
SantafeNtGallery.lxJ04PasooDe/idas.lnforrnatiootion: 
(858)759-3545 
• S..D11911CIIMtbtrOn:litsln:ThegrOIJj)willpresef>Se<1l 
"Romeros,TheRoyalfamityoltheGuitar"at8p.m. t 
J3ll.15atfairt>anko;RanchCountryC1ub_lSl50SaraDrrCJie,, 
iJWlolload.~Romerowillrnakeaspecialconduduct· 
ITTQaweocance.Ticketsandinformat00:(888)848·!8· 
7326orl'isitwww.S0C0.0rQ 
•~ ........ --TheQroupup 
willhostradiolalk-showperwria lity l a<JraSch· 
lessingeronJ.m.Zlatalimearld locatiootobe(!eterier· 
minedlnformatioo:vi~~www.frwf.orgk.,lenddr.hlm.tm. 
•CGminunlty ~ afRIIICbo s..rtaFr.Thenext At 
l)Prlormancewillbeal7pmJan.DattheRancho o 
SantafeGardffiClub,/70Z5AvenmdeAcilCias.Thefhe 
Je.ituredart istwill besopranoA liwn(ncJland.Thec~con­
,ertwill bel}(ecededtr;wineandhorsd'oeovresat6n6:IS 
p.m.Ticketsare$35. lnformation:HollyWilsofl.(858)58) 

"'""" • New'-'s:TheRanchoSantaFeHislorica!So,;oelyely 
haschangeditsllOYrstoTuesdays,Wedllesdaysand.-.d 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. lnJormatOO: (858) l) 

"'"" • eor.u,ityc.at..-~ThenewandeA·•x 
J)<Vldedceote-r;atlitGranadaandA"'-"lidadeAca,ciw.ci;n. 
offe.-savarietyolproqrarns,eveotsandtripsforRan'lanch 
reidt>ntsofall a<,es.RenewalJIOliceswerem;tiled"1J"1 
November. lnforrnation:(858)756-2461 

E-mai!.OatebgQki1emsl4daysinadw~ 
llllrthc&Ulllft'ttnitlnlrib,comorS'!'nll~ 
(760)476·8295orbymailtoDatebook,513030 
AvenidaEncinas Car1sbad CA92008. 


