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Rowe helped
build gymnasium
the school shares
with community

the same campus and princi-
al,

Upon Rowe’s recommenda-
tion, the district’s board of
trustees in the early 1970s
created seventh and eighth
grades to serve the communi-
ty’s middle-schoolers. Doing
so kept youngsters closer to
home and reduced the taxes
levied upon their parents by
the San Dieguito Union High
School District, said former
Trustee Al Graff.

Rowe helped build the
gymnasium the school shares
with the community. He has
rooted for his students at
countlesssportng events

‘my best memories
S
sport I was playing and hear-
him cheering from the
” said Melissa Plum-
mer, 21, a former Rancho S
ta Festuden;
e alumni invite Rowe
S weddings.

“Pye been to four this sum-

mer” he said. “One day I went
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‘That attention to detail is a
reflection of Rowe’s military

1952 to
105§ almard

Pmmp, =
escort  de-
stroyer
based _in

Pearl Har-
bor. After-
ward  he
served for
28 years as
areservist.

That meant once a month
he would spend a weekend
aboard the USS Tingery in
San Diego to practice anti-sub
warfare anc ymbardment.

Alternating the educators’
and sailors’ hats provided
Roye with “complete cathar-
sis,” he said.

“Another form of purifica-
tion for Rowe was fishing. For-
mer trustee Graff and Rowe
were fishing buddies.

n trips to Baja California,
“We spent little time talking
about school and school activi
ties,” Graff said. “We talked
about everything else but
that”

When Rowe first met for-
mer San Dieguito Union
High School Distri
tendent Bill B

Roger Rowe
1958

to two that includ-
ed three former tudents”

in the world of edu-
CfionWhes hiuged sinte
Rowe joined the district as a
teacher in 1958. He later
worked as an assistant princi
pal and principal before be-
coming superintendent in
1964.
In those days, principals
could spank a naughty stu-

had a lot in common. They
still do.

Berrier retired in July after
29 years as the San Dieguito
district’s superintendent.

Years earlier, in 1965,
&mer “a< a new vice princi-
Dieguito High
e e e
him to lunch.

“He came and picked me
up and told me his mother
and my mother knew each
other,” Berrier said. “They
were in the same women’s
club in Lee’s Summit, Mo

Although Berrier and
Rowe did not know one anoth-
er from Missouri, their par-
ents became friends, and each
would visit the other's parents
on irips 0 theirhome tae.
sed Rowe’s
abxlny th findthe positie i
each of his students.

“Even a kid who may have
had some kind of difficulty, he
found something positive to
say about that kid,” Berrier
said. “He took that personal
touch to an extra length.”

Former student Plummer
appreciated Rowe’s accessibil-
ity,she said.

“He was always there.” she
said. “Knowing you could
walk into his office whenever
you had a problem was such a
comforting thing when you
were a kid. Going to the su-
perintendent’s office was nev-
er abad thing”

Contact staff witer Adam Kaye at
(760) 9432312 or
akaye@nctimes.com.
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often and not very firmly.”
Rowe said.

One student cut and
drilled for Rowe a “board of
education” The paddie served
for gunboat
never was used, he sa

R changed
since the late 1950s.

‘At that time they said
there were 93 elements and
there would never be any
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One constant has been SERVICE
Rowe’s punctilious grooming.
“He reminded me of the + COMPETITIVE

president of the United PRICING
States” said alum Cathy Gia- M

comini, 35. “His haircut, the Whore el eruice Make The B

way he combed it, the way he o ""ls it

Wore a suit, he always looked | 273. Rancho Santa Fe Rd., San Marcos « i 471-1300  rc rpd71-9530
very important.” -




