
► FAREWELL 

Rowe helped 
build gymnasium 
the school shares 
with community 

the same campus and princi­
pal 

Upon Rowe's recommenda­
tion, the district's board of 
trusteesintheearly1970s 
created seventh and eighth 
gradcstoscrvethecommuni 
ty'smiddle-schoolers.Doing 
sokcptyoungsterscloserto 
homeandreducedthetaxes 
levied upon their parents by 
the San Dieguito Union High 
Schoo!District,saidformer 
Tru~tce Al Graff. 

Rowe helped build the 
gymnasiwn the school shares 
withthecommunity.Hehas 
rooted for his students at 
cowules.ssponingevents. 

"Oneofmybt.'Stmemories 
islookingoverfromwhatever 
sport I was playing and hear­
ing him cheering from the 
sidelines,"saidMelissaPlwn­
mer, 21, a former Rancho San­
ta Fe srndent 

Some alumni invite Rowe 
to their weddings 

"I've been to four this swn­
mer," he said. "One day I went 
totwo{we<ldings)thatindud­
edthreeformerstudents.» 

Much in theworldofedu· 
cation has changed since 
Rowe joined the district asa 
teacher in 1958. He later 
workedasanassistantprinci­
palandprincipalbeforebe· 
coming superintendent in 
1964. 

Inthusedays,principals 
could spank a naughty stu­
dent. 

That happened "not very 
often and not very firmly," 
Rowesaid 

One smdent cut and 
drilled for Rowe a "board of 
education.»Thepaddleserved 
for gunboat diplomacy and 
never,wsused,hesaid 

Science also has changed 
sincethelatel950s. 

"At that time they said 
therewere93elementsand 
there would never be any 
more,"hef>fild. 

The latest count is well 
over!OO 

One constant has been 
Rowe's pllilctilious grooming. 

"He reminded me of the 
president of the United 
States," saida!um CathyGia­
comini,35. "His haircut, the 
way he combed it, the way he 
wore a suit, he always looked 
very imponant." 

Thatattentiontodetailisa 
refl1:ction of Rowe's military 

He was 
on active 
duty from 
1952 to 
1955aboard 
the USS 
Phillip, an 
escort de­
sunyer 
based in 
Pearl Har­
bor. After-
ward he Roger Rowe 
served for 1958 

!~:V7st5 
That meant once a month 

he would spend a weekend 
aboard the USSTingery in 
SanDiegotopracriceanti-sub 
warfare and bombardment. 

Alternating the educators' 
and sailors' hats provided 
Rowewith"complctecathar 
sisthesaid. 

Another form of purifica· 
tion for Rowe was fishing. Fur• 
mer trustee Graff and Rowe 
were fishing buddies. 

On nips to Baja California, 
"Wespentliuletimetalking 
aboutschoolandschoolactivi 
ties,"Graffsaid."Wetalked 
about everything else but 
that." 

WhenRowefirstmetfor• 
mer San Dieguito Union 
High School Disnict Superin• 
tcndent Bill Berrier, the ad• 
ministratorsdiscoveredthey 
had a lot in common.They 
stilldo -

Berrierretiredinjulyafter 
29yearsas the SanDieguito 
disnict'ssuperintendent. 

Years earlier, in 1965, 
Berrierwdsanewviceprinci• 
pal at San Dieguito High 
School.Rowecallcdtoinvitc 
him to lunch. 

"Hecameandpickedrne 
upandtoldmehismother 
and my mother knew each 
other," Berrier said. "They 
were in the same women's 
dub in Lee's Summit, Mo.» 

Although Berrier and 
Rowe did not know one anoth­
erfromMissouri,theirpar­
entsbecamefriends,andeach 
wouldvisittheother'sparents 
onnipstotheirhomesrnte. 

Berrier praised Rowe's 
ability to find the positive in 
eachofhissmdents. 

"Even a kid who may have 
hadsomekindofdifficulty,he 
found something positive to 
say about that kid,"Berrier 
said. "He iook that personal 
touchtoanextralengt:h." 

Former student Plummer 
appreciatedRowe'saccessibil• 
ity,shesaid. 

"He was always there,» she 
said. "Knowing you could 
walk into his office whenever 
you had a problem was such a 
comforting thing when you 
were a kid. Gning to the su• 
perintendent'sofficcwasnev· 
era bad thing." 

COntactstaffwrrterAdamKayeat 
(760)943-2312or 
akaye@nctimes.com. 
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