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Looking back on RSF School's impressive history 
The school history for Rancho 

Santa Fe commences in 1887 when 
the Aliso School District was 
fooned. In 1905 Ferdinand Cohen 
and his neighbors erected a one­
room wood frame school building 
and named it the Aliso Canyon 
School. As years went on, and par­
ticularly after the Santa Fe Land 
Company began to develop what is 
now Rancho Santa Fe, the number 
offamiliesintheareaincreasod. In 
theearly 1920s.studentsmovedinto 
the Village of Rancho Santa Fe 
where a new Lilian Rice-designed 
building, located on the northwest 
corner of La Granada and Paseo 
Delicias, was being completed 
Theirfirstgraduatingclasshadone 
student. Ivy Fidero(Laughter), who 
recently passed away. Several years 
later Mrs. Laughter. Principal Glen­
da Sumida. (also a Rancho School 
graduate) and Esther Goshorn (our 
youngest student at the time) 
unveiled the "First School" histori­
cal plaque. 

In 1927 WC officially became 
the Rancho Santa Fe School Dis­
trict Byl93 1 therewcrcmorcstu­
dentsootheRanchanditwastime 
to construct a larger schoolhouse. 
which the community did. This is 
now the Association building and 35 
to 40 students. with two teachers, 
moved into the building in the early 
1930s. Rancho Santa Fe was slow­
ly being discovered and by 1947 
there were 47 students, K through 6. 
By the early 1950s the school popu­
lation had increased to more than 
100 and the Association building 
was no longer large enough. It also 
failed to meet new California earth­
quake standards so a third. and the 
present school site, fronting on La 
Granada and Avenida de Acacias, 
was selected. The fim seven-room 
building here was completed in 
1955. Numbers continued to grow 
and in 1960someclas.~rccumedto 
the Association building. In 1961. 
the addition of the second four-room 

wing and 200 students. grades K 
through 6, came together on the 
same campus. 

AOOUt tha_t time the community 
was recognizing the need for a 
libraryandthedistrictsold l/3ofan 
acre to the new Library Guild for SI. 
Thiswasthefirstofseveraltransac­
lions between Guild and school 
which has helped make possible a 
lovely )i~ for the community 
and fac1hties and programs for our 
students. By 1968 the school was 
bulging again and the community 
approved conwuction bonds and 
authori7.ed the return of seventh and 
cighthgradersfromthejuniorhigh 
inSolana~h. 1971 saw comple­
tion of the M1ddlc School and pre­
sent administmtion building and all 
studcnts.Klhrough8,wcreeducat­
ed in the local school. Following a 
very generous contribution by Gene 
Fletcher and the dedication of a new 
Rancho Santa Fe Youth Board (with 
uiginal members guaranteeing con­
struction ~ for up to SIO,(XX) 
each)aschool gym and youth cen­
ter was constructed. 

The community and its school 
population continued to grow slow­
ly but inexorably over the next years 
with classes housed. at various 
times, in the Fire Station and in 
ponable classrooms located on 
school and Associ~tion property. 
The Middle School hbrary. auditori­
um, art and computer rooms were 
alsobeingusedforclassroomsby 
the late1980s. InMarch.19'Jl.dis­
trict residents overwhelmingly 
approved a bond measure and the 
two-story building was completed 
in time for September 1992 classes. 
1be new 13-room addition has II 
classrooms. a large art studio, and 
facilities for special educa1ion and 
music. h alsoperrnitsustouscMid­
dlc School and older facilities for 
the purposes for which they were 
planned. 

Jnadditiontotheincrcasing 
cnrollmcntof2002-03. the most ~ig-

nificant development impacting the 
school program during recent years 
ha..sbecntheincreasingandvery 
important role played by the Parent 
Teacher Organization and the Ran­
cho Santa Fe Community School 
Endowment Fund. The opp::irtuni­
ties these two organizations and 
their parent and community mem­
bers provide for students make more 
complete their lives of today and. 
hopefully, will lead to fuller and 
more rewarding years ahead. The 
potential.dedication and will 
demon.wated by parents through 
theseorganizationsenableourchil­
drenandtheirtcachcrstomakethe 
most of each school day. 

During the period 19'Jl-l996, 
school enrollment increased by 113 
students. From 1996 to the close of 
the 2000-01 school year 109 addi­
tional children arrived. with 74 of 
those arriving from March 2000 to 
June 2001. The 1990 projection of 
'700 students by the year 2(0)"' 

matched the growth of the commu­
nity, when 700 were in district class­
rooms in _January 2'?00· Despite_ the 
growth smce that 11me, class sizes 
remainquitesmallbecauseofstatc 
support at grades K-3 and endow• 
mcnt provision of additional grade 
4-8 teachers. Growth within the 
Covenant area has accelerated and 
many additional students arc antici­
pated from Rancho Cicio, with over 
500 ho_mes, and The Bridg~, with 
approximately 250 in distnct resi­
dences. The district has needed to 
make use o_f relocatables _during 
recent years m order to realize the 
benefitsofsmallerclasscsatatimc 
of significantly increasing growth. 
Wchavebecnengagcdforscveral 
yearsinthesearchforasecond 
school site tosetVCtheareac\ose to 
the Bridges and Cicio and other 
growth anticipated from develop­
ments north of Escondido Creek. 
The architect is proceeding with 
plans for construction o 

addition on the present site, which 
willenablcustoservethesouthwest 
portion of the district and make !XIS· 
sible removal of the rclocatables. 

2001 alsomarkedtheendofan 
era with the retirement of Dr. Roger 
Rowe, who worked for the district 
for43years.37ofthoseyearsasits 
superintendent. 'The district wel­
comed [!i,_ Daniel Vinson as its new 

su~:n~~nts and neighbors ~ 
who constructed the Aliso Canyon 'c 
~~: 1::it:n~t':1~2u~~ '-: 
school-and parent-provided pro­
grams of2002-03, Rancho Santa Fe 
has worked to plan and provide well 
foritschi ldren.thattheymightbe 
prepared to become panicipating 
andsuccessfulcitiz.ens. Weseekto 
provide a school which academical­
ly and in all regards reflects this 
splendid community and enhances 
thevaluesandwelfarcofallourcit-


