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RSF School: A Rich History Of The Best In Education

By Jan Secrist

The tiny one-room
schoolhouse siood in a dusty
country comer_surrounded
by ribbons of hills and
‘meadows. The roofto
clanged a cheerful good
‘morning 1o the 10 studens,
most of whom walked to
scho rom

time, the fledgling school
as Guictly cstablishing the
tradi ould become
i tademark-—a promise 1o
present and future students
progressive leadership,
dedicated staff and whole-
arted community support.
In the early 19205 the
country_schoolhou:
closed and children attended
classes in the village of
ncho
studied in the old toy shop,
now an art gallery on Pasco
Delicias, watching as_the
adobe walls and tile roof of
their ~new two-room
schoolhouse took shape
zcross the road. In June of
1924, Ivy Fidero Laughice
the first graduate, distinctly
emembers wearing a fancy
face dress rom her
o, e ocutng 5 i
of a picture from the school
architect, Lilian Rice.
structure ma
changed but the traditions

gzxd:n "extibition room on

mame of Aliso Canyon
School, a carry-over from s
rural * beginnings,  wa
Changed n 1927 when'the
schoot was ofiially nam
Santa Fe School,
e wicty s o v
district.
rowing pains for the

student
population was stretching the
school walls. A larger

d
Amcmmn offices _are

breszeways cchoed with
happy
youngsters scampered out 4
daily reces

For the next two decades
school life was relatively
stable. The townspeople,
i B actho g
covenant a 1and for
ihe princely sum of $100 an
acre, never wavered in their
comitment to keep _the
school a vital part of the
community.

‘The students _continued
1o walk, bike or ride horses
10 school, and flourished in
their unique and safe
environment. Rancho Santa
Fe's appealing lifestyle was

and ihis growth was soon
reflected _in _the
i 1a 1983 rlacipg
Ellen Ross, one o

B

110_youngsters, and once

again the grade school walls

‘were bursting at the seams.
he third and final

seven_classrooms on 103
acres,” was completed in

later: I swiped Roger
from Coronado to re

me as fifth grade teacher. It
was_probably one of the
greatest_moves I've ever
made in my_life!” The
Rancho Santa Fe School had
Taunched its flight into future

Roger Rowe, quickly
Known for his ever-cheerful
manner and _boundless
enthusiasm, taught his first
class of 23 students in the
seven-room school.
town experienced another
growth surge soon after,
however, and Mr. Rowe
moved with is it graders
the _ Association
uilding, By 1961 a second
wing with four new rooms
had_ sprouted in the La
Granada grounds, and two

n
reached: Roger Rowe
became. teaching principal,
and the entire student body
of 220 swdents, grades K-6,
was together under the same
tiled roof.

The sleepy school days
were but a b

Schogl Disirict in 1964, just

the community ~was
Tecognizing the need for
Tibra

Thenboard, President
Neil Randol and Mr.
1ed.the motion 10 sel one.
third of an acre of

§:
Financed completely by

pledges, donations and
embershi i

, the library was
builtnext {o the school,
complete with a_coz
Children’s Room. Rancho
Santa Fe graudates have fond
memories of story hours,

pecial films

and a mind Joknmg selection
of child

et o ot
camed laurets, howsver! By
1968 the school was bulging
again. This time the
temporary solution was to
put 8 hid grade clas a the

The ymmgnus waited
discretely eovered with

pl desks
were plac:d lmund te
room. ents w

a
Chief Jim _Fox, his
welcoming firemen and
shiny fire

re engines.
"The permanent solution,
ol e i o

classrooms. As this topic was
being mulled over, here was
also some heartfelt

discussion about having the
seventh and eighth graders

in in R anta Fe
for junior high.

From the earliest rural
ool Gyl 1936 the
seventh to 12th grade
Siadens ha been bused east

timely and financially

prudent to have K-8 in one

location—but where to put
em?

Santa  Fe
residents voted yes on
construction bonds in
December 1969 for_the
addition_called the Middle
. ths later the
voters approved the retum of
the seventh and eighth
sl ol earf

tember of 1971, the
Mo Senosl opered with
great fanfare, The_entire
celebrated the first time
all nine grades (K-8) were

gether under one sprawling
100
eagerly
investigated thelr new
und small,
Semtigabie s tastmctionl
large, airy

class an extensive
Schoo! Tirary-media center.
They were soon creating
bubbly experiments in_ the
science lab, polishing verbal
il n the nguige ae
center and m: lgebra
in me i
young

dxscov:r:d 2 budding love
for acting on the wide new
stage, referred
ot of the eadlg cout
and art patio. The outside
et Lot o
favorite spot for_school
rograms, and applause
reverberaes as heartly for
the hesitant words of
lisping Kindergaruner as for
the polished prose of a
sophisticated eighth grade
orator.

The student body

decided their beautiful new.
00l school
colors

Before anyone had time

to take a deep breath, a
roup of parenis plunked a
new proposal on the school

20 original members
guaranteeing loans of
$10.000 ' cach,  the

gymnasium began 16 rise on
schal distric property next
io the Middle School. t wes

the school

istrct, which Joined wih
L S

e walls in
1573, Many a young ailete
continues to_hone athletic
muscles by tiptoeing across
balance beams, shooting

askets
volleybals

Rancho Santa Fe, with a
crent populaion of 4900
has d with

the school and continues to
offer enthusiastic support. A
glance a the agendas of
yillage organizations-—the
, the Association, the fire
ity st
Society, the Samta Fe
Irrigation District, the Rotary
Club, the library, the Garden

cience _projects,”from
leadership camp 1o school

coopes rst
their rewards of service to
others.

Therein les the success
of this orga
tudent  has ample
opportunity (0 fecl e
heartbeat of the school:

veTstson: TortTak ey
good citizenship and the
highest of _academic

first grade math books cluim
that two plus two makes

campus has an_explosive
fect.

And _the remarkable
storycontinues...in March
1991 the residents of Rancho
Santa Fe overwhelmingly
approved o bond measure
for a stunning addition to the
school. As the 552 students

arrived for the start of the
1992 school year, the
sory Spaniateayle bullding
reminded _the;
Coniouons of tee wha
The 10
‘modem classrooms, brightly
lit art studio, wel inted
computer/science lab_and
special education classroom
are_fulfilling the long-
standing promige for both

R Raneho - Sans” Fe
School continues to meet the
increasing  academic
challenges  facing _young
people today. Student test

on both st
national achievement tests.
he 1 often_receives

for student accomplishments
and _achievements. Dr.
Rowe’s visionary upgrades

pursuit of excellence give
every young eaglet 3 chance
nch Santa Fe

Smi‘or Sale:
Rancho Days
T-Shirts

Get your 1994 Rancho
Days T-Shirt at the following
Tocations:

In the Village at Maggi's

d Two Goats; the RSF

Community Center also will
Have T-hing o

"5 si0,

chlldl:nss are $8 and visors

8

Proceeds help to support

Center at 756-2461 for more
information.

Happy
Rancho

September
22-25




