The writer (Sam W, Hamill) was employed for several months in 1923 as & junior drafts-’
man in the office of Miss Lice, Later; through my employment with Requa and Jesckson,
Architects, and centinuous residence in San Diego I mesintained a pleasent friendship
with Viss Rice »nd had epportunity te observe her very fine work, assisting in @inor
ways from time teo time and gaining an appreciation of the prefessional eontributioen,
as well as the civie and socisl contributions, of this splendid women.

Examples of the work of Lilisn J. Rice: ‘ . ,
Participated with Recua and Jackson in the design of the village center of
Rancho Santa Fe, Calif, for the Santa Ye Land Co., (Sinnard, Fesident mansger)
This work consisted of - e : ‘ : : e

- Layout of Givic Center plan (Many of those buildings of sdobe construction)
' Rancho Ssnta Fe Inn el ; ;
. Ranche Santa Fe School and Library

- Commercial and e¢ffice building, Service Station, ete.

Many fine residences were designed for Ranche Santa Fe, la Jolla and Sen Diego.
indépendently of lequa and Jackson. The residences are so numerous as to defy my .
nemoryy - Miss Rice alse designed the Zlae Rewing Clubhouse, headquarters for = women's
Towing club on Mission Bay, This building, Zlae Clubhouse, . ig eted for: it's sensitive
treatment of wood expesed as structursl and finish material, achieving architectural

. forms developed on the Pacific coast and in the Pacific northwest, This bullding showed
mick the same feeling develeped in the San Francisco bay region by William Wilson Wurster

FohoI.A, who wos alse a graduate ef Berkeley,

However, ithe majority of Miss Rice's residential designs (in se far as I know) follewed:
the Seuthern California tradition of forms commen te the perted. ‘The village center
8tructures at Hancho Santa Fe derived from the Mission 'period ef Califernis and the
seuthwest, Adobe wall censtruction (reinferced with cemerete lintels and belt courses)
resulted in delightfully autBedtic reBalls of the historie Spenish celenial and
Mexican period. Pursuing the demand for a more comprehensive dictionary of architectural
forms end 8 free palette, required for residential work, Viss Nice develeped many forms
which became psrt of the architectural fabrie of the peried. Their imitation by

others was sincerest flattery, : : %

The thing T remember most about ¥iss Rice was the wholesone, sympathetic and sensitive
understanding she ‘brought to student, employece or elient. Her residential designs, the
ma jor pertion of her work, seemed to reflect the personality and life-style of the
client, ‘Miss Kice was devérd of the autoeratic ege so common to many ‘gifted designers,
As‘a result of this empathy betwecen architéet and client, I would venture that the sum=:'
mation of eclients paralleled the'a?ual sumration of permanant freindships. Shr

Iﬁ WaB a privilege te know Iil1an Pice from an early age and to.recall her friendship.

: °;_Signéé,; Sam W, Hamill

Other work by Lilian J. Rice = "listed by Olive Chadeaynme
‘fesidences en Luddington lLane, La Jolla, Calif, fer: :
i Marguertte M. Fobingson and Mertha Kinsey, Both of these were on difficult, steep
‘i sites. Both owners are now deceased and I dg not know the present owners. . ,
San Dieguito Union High Scheol - Eacinitas, &1if. Finsh

Garden Club Heuse at “aneho Pants Fe (another exanple of‘éxposed»structur&L/‘wood)
hestorafion, and some addition@,te the original Ysuna adobe for Bing Cresby, lHancho
Sents e, i ; it o S : ' :
- Work mentioned by Elinor Prazer: % :
veveral “chools in “an Diego County, ‘6ne of which was neméd for Migs lice
_Rahch house for [‘eacAdm, (Ret/) C.T, Simmard, lLa Mesa, alif,




Tnformstion about LILIAN J, Ew“."ICEi,rl Architect as gathered by S.W. HAMILL, Architect

" . .t
with seme pﬂdltlons from Olive © deayney Architect and Elinor Frazer

RICE, ‘LILIAN J, (M Architect, ~nd menber of the San Diego Chanpter
she becsme a member

Born 1888 in Netional City, Calif,
Died ‘Dee. 22, 1938 1la Jolle, Calif,

Parents: I knew her wother but did not know the given n-ome of either psrent.
Her father was an educators Hér mother, when I knew her was quite old
but she was lniereafed in painting and did srmall ones very uell (0.8)
Mrs. ice outlived Lilien and died in the house where she bad lived all
her married life. ‘
hducation: 'FElementsry and high °Phbvlo in San Diego County
University of Galifernia, *k@ie>9 Scheol of ‘Architecture, gradusted 1(10
At Berkeley she studied 1 _n ars
John Galen Howard F.A.I.A. (Enol@ jes Bedux Arts, FParis)
Warren Charles Ferry F.A LA, oM o " "
William' €. Hayes F.AJI.A. " " * and Am, Academy, Rome
In addition she mede a close friend and spenser of Miss Besdie Spregue,
Seeretary of the Uept., Of Architecture, U.C. Berkeley

Prefessional Experience:

Teaching = srchitecture and preparatory subjects
Sen 'Diege High School about school year: 1920-21
mechanicel drawing ﬂn” architectural drawing

Sen Diego St-te Teschers Colleze (now Bal. State University, San Diego)

mechanical drawing and descriptive gﬁom@@fwg~ school year 1921=22

4

Arehitectural draftsman in the employ . of Requa.and Jacksom, Architects, of
San Diego, on a full time basis about 1922, - Miss iice had previously
hed part time werk in that offices
Miss Rice was put in cherge.ef the branch OffIOP of Regua and Jackson at
Rancheo Santa.fe, Calif, and asmmed it's epperstion under her own name in
1923, The date 0¢'rec"imt of  her own 110?ﬂ“$ to pracflbe arﬂh1f~~ture is
unknown to me. Migs Rice mointained her -offiece in Rancho ‘Santa Fe (8o far
as I know)until her death. (If I, Olive Chadesyne,remenber correctly, Tilian
had semi-retired about a year before her death as she had been ill, At the
ime of her death:'she wss sorting her drawings in preparation for cow
retirement.)
Miss Tice had many devoted employees. some of whom might furnish nmore data,
hom I know were at one time hpl0jad by 1ilisn J, Rice as drafismen :

Migs Olive Chadesyne A,I.A.-E.
141 Flora Ave., #1€
Walnut Creek, Calif. 94595
Miss Elinor Frazier, retired instrmctor in Architectursl Drawing ond Design,
ven Diego City College and Mesa College, San Diego, °“¢1f. now residing
at: 43€1 Kite “treet :
van Diego, “alif. 92103
(. Information from both of the ahove is ineluded in this letter)




